
Reaching people of every generation from all walks of life for Christ and His church, equipping them to seek, serve, and share the Lord.  

      

 
 

 

 
     Well, it’s been an icy week.  That’s the way it goes for a West Tennessee winter, I suppose.  Having had 
additional time to think this past week, my mind reflected on an old lesson that a music teacher once taught me 
when I was just starting out on the trumpet.  The affliction that I suffered from was common to all musicians but 
as a point for Christians, there’s a spiritual undertone that is especially true.  Allow me to share. 
     As a young musician, it was common for me to make a lot of mistakes.  This isn’t unusual for anyone who 

knows a thing or two about music.  Mistakes happen.  My problem was, once I made a mistake, I gave up on the piece and   
started over.  There didn’t seem to be any harm in it at the time.  But, it never occurred to me that what I was doing was         
conditioning myself to expect the same thing to happen every time I approached the place where I made a mistake before.  I 
wasn’t aware of this until an instructor told me, “Don’t stop at the mistake.  Play through it and then rebuild around it.”  It was a 
“Eureka!” moment for my young mind.  His point was that, if I stopped at my mistake, my brain would make a mental bookmark 
every time I approached the same spot in the song.  Because I was anticipating it, my chances for making a mistake again     
increased dramatically.  This added to a lack of confidence, ultimately setting me up to make the same mistake again. 
     His instruction was to keep playing through the mistake.  Yes, mistakes happen.  They are part of playing a song.  But if we 
give up every time we make a mistake, we’ll never have the confidence to keep going and hear the rest of the song.  In doing 
this, our confidence rises, and we’re compelled to appreciate the song in its totality rather than only focusing on the places where 
we messed up. 
     You all are probably keen enough to appreciate this application in the Christian life.  It’s a clever anecdote, to be sure.  Paul’s 
writings are full of this sort of thing.  We’re going to talk about one of these examples this Sunday in the sermon.  Paul’s          
encouragement to his churches was often, “Keep going.  God’s grace is sufficient to cover your mistakes.  Don’t necessarily  
worry about what you’ve done wrong.  Focus on what the Lord is creating in you through salvation.”  He said these things       
because, as humans, we have a tendency to constantly quit at our mistakes rather than playing through them.  God’s grace is 
enough to empower our lives to be beautiful melodies.  Something to think about today! 
Blessings, 

Bro. Ben 

  

Beyond Candy Hearts and Roses 
 

The first half of February seems dominated by pink and red, cards and candy. But people not in a lov-
ing romantic relationship can sometimes feel left out of the festivities. Of course, all people need love 
— and certainly love is not limited to the romantic kind. Author Leo Buscaglia, who became known as 
“Dr. Love” for writing about the topic, said, “Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, 
a kind word, a listening ear, an honest compliment or the smallest act of caring, all of which have the 
potential to turn a life around." 
Jesus taught that loving one another is second only in importance to loving God (Matthew 22:37-40), and that when we love one 
another, God lives in us (1 John 4:12). There are so many ways to do that — beyond candy hearts and roses! But Valentine’s 
Day is as good a reminder as any. 
 
 

Saint Valentine 
 

On February 14, many Christians celebrate Valentine's Day. Valentine, a Roman priest, was made a martyr in 270 A.D. because 
of his love of Christ and his persistence in the Christian way of life. He often ended his kind and helpful letters to others with the 
words "Your Valentine." Later, as Christians remembered and honored this saint, they signed their letters of affection with the 
same words. 
 

St. Valentine is considered by some Christians to be the patron saint of lovers and the 
helper of those who are unhappily in love. Some Christians call St. Valentine's Day a 
feast day. It seems fitting for all Christians to make it a "love feast" day. Make it a day 
when we joyfully share our love and appreciation for our dear friends, family members 
and all those who are part of the family of God. 
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5th 
9:00am  Praise Band Rehearsal 
9:30am  Sunday School 
10:45am  Worship Service 
12:00pm  Church Directory Photos 
 
 
7:00pm Worship Service  on  
WUWT TV: 
Charter Cable Channel 8 
Over the Air Broadcast 26.1 
Spectrum Channel 20 
 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6th 
 
 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7th 
10:00am  Support Staff Meeting 
4:00pm   Church Directory Photos 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8th 
6:00pm  Mid-Week Gathering 
6:00pm  Youth - Family Life Center 
7:00pm  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
 
 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9th 
 
 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10th 
 
 
 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11th 
Prepare for the Lord’s Day 
 
 

Deacon of the Week February 5th 
Jimmy Jones  731-885-4874 
 

Shut-Ins 
Bob & Joyce Stephens 
1020 E. Main Street 
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Be a Love Bird 
 

Many stories about the origin of Valentine’s Day have 
come down through the centuries. There’s no definitive 
story, but most revolve around the imprisonment of Val-
entinus (St. Valentine) for his disregard of Roman laws. 
 

Many legends are also associated with Valentine’s Day. 
For example, because birds seemed to arrive and mate 
in some countries in mid-February, human couples came 
to be called “love birds.” 
 

In 1667, the first recorded Valentine card was printed. Today, people will give their           
sweethearts countless millions of cards and acres of heart-shaped boxes filled with candy. But 
why wait for Valentine’s Day to share love with others? Remember Jesus’ words in John 13:34 
(NRSV): “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.” 

Budget In Memory 
Patsy Blakemore  
by Beverly Miller 
Patsy Blakemore  
by Butch & Debra Dellinger 
Patsy Blakemore  
by Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Jones 
Patsy Blakemore and  
Charlie Richards 
by Dr. & Mrs. Franklin Clark 
Patsy Blakemore 
by Norman & Linda Williams 
Patsy Blakemore  
by Thomas & Suzanne Key 
Patsy Blakemore  
by Jim & Shirley Towater 

Benevolence in Memory 
Patsy Blakemore 
by Paul & Joy Olexa 
 
House & Grounds in Memory 
Patsy Blakemore  
by Mr. & Mrs. Bill Flood 
 

TN Baptist Children’s Home 
In Memory 
Patsy Blakemore  
By Ann Marlar 
 
Music in Memory 
Patsy Blakemore 
by Marlene Ring 

 

Did you lose something? Take a 
look at our Lost and Found items 
on the Welcome table in the        
foyer.  

Last Chance for Church Directory Photos! 
 

Sunday, February 5th after morning worship 
Tuesday, February 7th  4:00pm 


