
Reaching people of every generation from all walks of life for Christ and His church, equipping them to seek, serve, and share the Lord.  

     This past week, something happened in the SBC that I wanted to bring you up to speed on.  I feel it is my 
duty as your pastor to keep you all objectively abreast on events that affect our Convention so that you can 
be informed.   
     On Monday, Johnny Hunt, a pastor from Georgia and previous president of the SBC, filed a lawsuit against 
the SBC, Executive Committee (the governing arm of the SBC), and Guidepost Solutions (the third-party the 
SBC hired to manage the sex-abuse situation).  The lawsuit basically states that Hunt was unfairly               

characterized (as a sexual abuser/sexual criminal when his confession was that his affair was consensual) for his sexual sins 
that were reported last year in Guidepost Solution’s findings.  Additionally, Johnny Hunt alleges that, due to this character 
defamation, he has been harmed by the false assertions.  Thus, he is seeking legal recourse against these bodies.  
     Aside from the merits of the lawsuit (I’ll let you make your own determination), one thing that will emerge from all this is a 
dangerous precedent for the SBC.  You see, two years ago, the Executive Committee, at the behest of SBC Messengers, voted 
to waive attorney-client privilege between the SBC and its attorneys for Guidepost Solutions to come in and investigate   
without interference.  They did so to get a truthful consensus surrounding situations like Hunt’s and any SBC entities that 
might have been involved in coverups.  Consequently, this opened a huge legal liability for the Convention.  This liability was 
so large that its own attorneys broke ties with the Convention after 56 years of previous, faithful representation.  What they 
feared was that the Convention would be inundated with lawsuits from both victims of sex abuse and those accused of the 
same.  This week, that happened for the first time.  Johnny Hunt sued the Convention, its governing body, and Guidepost  
Solutions. 
     Concern about waiving attorney-client privilege was raised during the 2021 annual meeting.  Those concerned voices 
warned that it would open the floodgates of litigation and force the Convention to pay millions in legal proceedings and    
payouts.  The money that would be used for such causes would come from Cooperative Program funds.  Those concerned 
voices were eventually overruled and, in the end, most of the messengers, along with a reluctant EC, voted to waive it.  
     As your pastor, it concerns me that Cooperative Program money could potentially go to lawyers, payouts, and litigation 
instead of missions, ministry, and Kingdom work.  It deeply concerns me that there could be a perpetual drip of CP money 
going to a never-ending defense of accusation and litigation.  Time will tell, but a dangerous precedent has been set,       
nonetheless.  As Southern Baptists, we should commit this situation to prayer.  We should pray that victims of sex-abuse can 
find justice and healing, but also that wisdom would return to our Convention, allowing Scripture to address our issues rather 
than relying on individuals outside the denomination to lead our pursuit of justice and healing.  We should pray for our     
leaders that they may lead with conviction rather than expediency.  Pray for our upcoming annual SBC Convention in New 
Orleans.  Pray that brothers and sisters will come together for the sake of the denominational cooperation. Finally, pray that 
God might draw us unto Himself as we corporately seek to please Him rather than man. 
Blessings, 
Bro. Ben 

Notes from Richard 
 

Christ is our sure foundation.  He is the stability for our unstable world.  He is the path to righteousness.  He is the One in whom we put our 
trust.  He is Truth and in Him we place our lives. 
  

Ephesians 2:19-21 speaks of no other foundation but Jesus Christ.  “Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and 
strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a 
holy temple in the Lord. For no one can lay any   foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 
 

As we approach the Easter Season, and the season around Palm Sunday, we are going to focus musically on three great truths of the     
gospel. The first truth is Christ died for our sins.  He came to earth, lived as a human and became the sacrifice for the atonement of all 
people.  We will sing hymns of faith around the cross and crucifixion. The second truth is Christ is risen! We know Jesus Christ was buried 
and on the third day, he rose in victory over death!   We will celebrate the resurrection on Easter Sunday knowing the grave could not contain 
Him and death could not hold Him.  The third truth in which we will focus will be the Christ will come again!  There will be a day when Christ 
will call his people home to be with him forever and ever.   We will celebrate that day when we will be able to look upon the face of the Lord 
knowing He is the one who saved us by His grace.  When he comes again we will spend eternity with him.  Worshiping Him forever! 
 

Christ is our sure foundation.  He is our past, our present and our future!   
 

This is the three-fold truth on which our faith depends, And with his joyful cry worship begins and ends: 
Christ HAS died…Christ IS risen…Christ WILL come again!  
 

This is the three-fold truth which, if we hold it fast, Changes the world and us and brings us home at last:  
Christ HAS died…Christ IS risen…Christ WILL come again! 
 

See you Sunday! 

Richard D.  
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SUNDAY, MARCH 26th 
9:00am  Praise Band Rehearsal 
9:30am  Sunday School 
10:45am  Worship Service 

7:00pm Worship Service  on  
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A brief meeting for interested VBS        
volunteers will be Sunday, March 
26th in the sanctuary immediately 
following the morning worship       
service.  

7  Kenneth Fuzzell 
16   Alexis Lamberger 
25   Kellie Thayer 
28   Carol Ingersoll 
28   Ben Lownsdale 

March 
Items for 

OCC  
Shoeboxes 

 

bandages,  
deodorant, and 

work gloves. 

VBS Meeting  
A brief meeting for interested 
VBS volunteers will be Sunday, 
March 26th in the sanctuary  
immediately following the     
morning worship service.  

Why Every Day Should Be Palm Sunday 
 

[Jesus] was all about giving. He gave of himself. He who was rich became poor that we might be rich. 
He gave until there was no more to give. 
 

He was all about goodness. The essential goodness of Jesus, unparalleled by anyone before him or 
after him, testifies to the life to which we are called. When he saw the crowds as sheep not having a 
shepherd, he was moved with compassion - he became almost physically sick, so great was his love. 
 

Let's give Jesus the palm branch treatment, but let's not make this a one-Sunday wonder. His grace, 
his giving and his goodness compel us to change our behavior, not just pat him on the back, or       
complain behind his back. 

 

… so that you may live a life  
worthy of the Lord  

and  please him in every way;             
bearing fruit in every good work,  

growing in the knowledge of God… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Colossians 1:10 

 
“The LORD is my light and my                     
salvation” (Psalm 27:1). Thank 
you, God, for being all I ever 
need.” 


