
Reaching people of every generation from all walks of life for Christ and His church, equipping them to seek, serve, and share the Lord.  

      
 
 

 

From the Pastor  
 

     This past Sunday, during Sunday School, I noticed something in Scripture that I hadnôt noticed before.  At the very end of 
the book of Philippians Paul is giving some greetings and blessings to the Christians in Philippi from some of those who 
were with him.  In verse 22 of the last chapter, he says this, ñAll the saints greet you, but especially those who are of 
Caesarôs household.ò 

     Now, on itôs face, this doesnôt seem like that big of a deal.  It hasnôt been for me anyway until this past Sunday when I stopped and read 
into it a little more.  Paul categorically emphasizes the fact that there were members of the emperorôs own house who wanted the Philippians 
to have their blessing.  He goes out of his way to make this point, in fact.  Why?  Who was the emperor of Rome at the time and why does it 
matter?  Well, it was none other than Nero himself.   
     You see, Nero was, arguably the worst emperor Rome ever had.  He was certainly an enemy of Christianity and made it a point to       
persecute them whenever he could.  He was the one, remember, that would hang Christians from poles and light them on fire to provide light 
for Romeôs streets.  Peter and Paul were even martyred under Neroôs direct orders.  But here we find believers, in Neroôs household, sending 
their blessings to the Philippian church for their support of Paulôs ministry. Why is this such a big deal? 
     Well, it tells me that Christians are everywhere ï even in some of the most unsuspecting places.  God chooses when and where they will 
be, but if he can call people unto Himself out of Neroôs house, then He can call them from anywhere.  Presently, God is calling people out of 
the darkness of Islam, addiction, ideology, and evil.  He is calling them into the light to serve Him.  They are our brothers and sisters ï called 
by the immeasurable grace of God to work the fields for the harvest.  Iôm encouraged by this.  Itôs good for the Christian to know that God is 
still working all over the world, and that we are not alone in this work.  Remain faithful to Him.  In time, we will reap a harvest. 
Blessings, 

Bro. Ben 

Notes From Richard 
 

The Pastor Search Committee ñTown Hallò Meeting was an amazing night for our church family.  Thank you for your faithful 
attendance. There is such a wonderful spirit in the church, and you can see how the Lord continues to build unity in our   
fellowship.  It was wonderful for us to come together and communicate openly concerning the work of the Pastor Search 
Committee.  This is healthy for the church, and it will help us tremendously as we look to the future for leadership and     

direction.   We appreciate your input on the surveys and look forward to what is in store down the road. 
 

I appreciate the work and countless hours of the Pastor Search Committee (Gary Houston, Mary Ann Douglas, Tim Nipp, David Thayer and 
Ann Marlar). I have had a chance to see firsthand how they are praying and seeking the Lordôs direction for First Baptist Church. I know you 
will continue to pray for them and their work on the Pastor Search Committee.   
 

In closing, I want remind us all that one of the most important times of each day, is our time with God. God designed us to have a             
relationship with Him. As our relationship with the Lord grows stronger, our church will also grow stronger. I know for me, in order to find 
quality time in nurturing that relationship, I have to find a quiet place, I have to remove noise and distractions from my space, and I have to 
be alone with God. I know God wants to meet with you.  We are not waiting on God, He is waiting on us. 
 

Matthew 6:6-8 -  
6 
But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your           

Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 7 And 
when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of 
their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 
 
From the Messageé Matthew 6:6 ñFind a quiet, secluded place so you wonôt be tempted to role-
play before God.  Just be there as simply and honestly as you can manage.  The focus will shift 
from you to God, and you will begin to sense His graceò  

 

Getting alone with God can be a challenge some days because we are busy. However, it may be time to get rid of 
some clutter in  our lives so we can spend time alone with God.   
 

Because He Lives,  
Richard  

 
 

There are several dates available on the Church    
Flower Calendar if you would like to place flowers at 
the altar.  Flowers can be placed there in honor or in 
memory of a friend or loved one, or just to the glory of 
God! 
Contact the Cheryl in the church office at 885-9481 for 
a list of available dates. 

Preparation for Worship 
 
 
 
 
 

For beautiful fall days,  
I thank you Lord!   
Help me to find reason to 
praise you every day.  
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17th 
8:45am  Praise Band Rehearsal 
9:30am  Sunday School 
10:45am  Worship Service 
3:30pm   Afternoon Growth Group 
               Mary Ann Douglas home 
6:00pm   Evening Growth Group-FLC 
 
7:00pm Worship Service  on  
WUWT TV: 
Charter Cable Channel 8 
Over the Air Broadcast 26.1 
Spectrum Channel 20 
 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 18th 
8:15-8:30am Staff Prayer 
 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 19th 
8:15-8:30am Staff Prayer 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20th 
8:15-8:30am Staff Prayer 
10:00am Support Staff Meeting 
3:45pm  Ministerial Staff Meeting 
6:00pm  Mid-Week Gathering 
6:00pm  Youth in FLC 
7:00pm  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
7:45pm  Praise Band Rehearsal 
 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21st 
8:15-8:30am Staff Prayer 
 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22nd 
 
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23rd 
Prepare for the Lordôs Day 

 

Deacon of the Week October 17th 
Roger Alexander 
 

Shut-Ins 
Rachel Ellison 
The Etheridge House 
701 Sherrill Street  
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Many churches observe October as Pastor Appreciation Month. Given the 
reluctance of many pastors to call attention to themselves, itôs not likely that 
they will mention anything about being appreciated. 
Were someone to ask a pastor, however, what might be done to show      
appreciation to him or her, the answer would likely be, ñPray for me.ò 

St. Paul never asked for anything for himself except that others pray for him. 
To the church at Rome, he wrote, ñI appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus Christ and 
by the love of the Spirit, to join me in earnest prayer to God on my behalf, that I may be rescued from 
the unbelievers in Judea, and that my ministry to Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, so that 
by Godôs will I may come to you with joy and be refreshed in your companyò (Romans 15:30-32, 
NRSV).  Encourage your pastor by assuring him or her of your prayers and love. 

October 27th 
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Remember Me 

Collection Date: 
November 21st 

Trunk or Treat 
October 29th   

4-6pm 

Families are encouraged to bring        
candy, decorate your trunk, and bring 
your car to Trunk or Treat! 

All Children are Invited! 


