Chimes for Charity
First Baptist Church Sanctuary
December 5th and 6th 6:00pm

Deacons, Sunday School classes, and
church members are invited to volunteer
on Monday and Tuesday evenings
to greet our guests.
Contact Dr. Jerry Sullivan or the
church office for more information.

Greetings brothers and sisters! What a wonderful service we were blessed to be part of this past Sunday. God is truly
good in His fellowship with us each week. I’m always excited to worship with you all, and this is especially true for me as I
wasn’t sure if I was going to be well enough to preach Sunday. By the grace of God, however, I was. Tyler is still struggling to
shake this bug so continued prayers for him would be much appreciated!
So, Thanksgiving is this week. We’ve been preparing through the Word for this holiday. For three weeks now we’ve looked
at biblical thanksgiving in all its wonderous form. Thank you for joining me in worshipping through the Word for such an occasion. I pray that
this brief sermon series helped you celebrate Thanksgiving a little more special this year.
As we approach next Sunday, I wanted to take an opportunity to speak to the next 5-part sermon series I will be presenting to the church
in the lead-up to Christmas. There are exactly five Sundays before Thanksgiving. Each Sunday, we will look at the covenants of God from
Scripture. Now, before you moan in agony, allow me an opportunity to explain why they matter. Each covenant that God made with certain
individuals in the Old Testament all pointed to the coming covenant that God was going to make with mankind through Jesus Christ. You
see, the covenants God made with Noah, Abraham, Moses, and David were all covenants that served as preludes to the covenant of Jesus
Christ. They had their significance in their day, don’t get me wrong, but they were all primarily concerned about foreshadowing the coming
Messiah. They all served as road signs, if you will, that pointed to the manger in Bethlehem, the cross in Jerusalem, and the tomb of Jesus.
It’s all quite beautiful really. It’s impressive when you weave it all together. So, we’re going to call this sermon series “Road Signs”. We’re
going to begin this Sunday in Genesis 8 with the Noahic Covenant. From there we’ll look at the Abrahamic Covenant, the Mosaic Covenant,
the Davidic Covenant, and we’ll finish it all up on Christmas morning with the New Covenant of Jesus Christ. I hope this sermon series
blesses your soul. I pray that it helps you appreciate the birth of our Lord a little more.
But before all that, I pray that you have a blessed Thanksgiving! I pray that you enjoy your time with your families and that your
intentional about giving thanks to God for who He is, all His wonderful works, and the benefits thereof. Have a blessed week!
Blessings,
Bro. Ben

Notes from Richard
Unity of Purpose! Think about it for a moment. It is amazing what a group can accomplish when there is a unity of purpose. All on the same
page, all focused on a task and serving together. No distractions, just serving together.
I have witnessed this so many times at First Baptist Church, Union City in recent days, but particularly these past few weeks. What a joy to
see the church come together on Wednesday evening and assemble the shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child. We know children will
be blessed by not only receiving a shoebox but they will have the opportunity to learn about the love of Jesus Christ. Unity of purpose and
the task was accomplished within minutes and the gospel will be advanced around the world.
On Sunday, again, everyone pitched in to help load the shoeboxes on the church bus to be transported to First Baptist Church, Troy. Many
thanks to Bobby and Tamara Morton and Bro. Ben Lownsdale for delivering the boxes on Sunday.
I also, witness that unity of purpose in our worship choir rehearsals for Christmas Music. I am so thankful to the church for responding to sing
Christmas music this year. This is a big step as First Baptist Church looks to the future in the music ministry. We will present “Noel, Sing
Christmas” on Sunday, December 18th, at 10:45 AM. Begin now to think of who you can invite to our Christmas Music program.
…This Sunday begins the Advent Season as we anticipate the days of preparation for the Christmas Season. We will light a candle during
each service, leading up to Christmas Day, as a symbol of love, joy, peace and hope for us as God’s people. We celebrate Emmanuel,
meaning God with us. From Genesis 26:24, where God says to Isaac, “Fear not, for I am with you” Then in Matthew 1:23, Emmanuel is
proclaimed again, “And they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.” And then again in Matthew 28:20 as
the Lord prepares for his ascension into heaven, He leaves his disciples with the promise, “Lo, I am with you always”. His provision for us in
not only now, but in eternity!

May God give you a peace this season knowing He is with you always! Joy to the world, the Lord has come!
Richard D.

Reaching people of every generation from all walks of life for Christ and His church, equipping them to seek, serve, and share the Lord.
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Poinsettia Order Envelopes

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27th
8:45am Praise Band Rehearsal
9:30am Sunday School
10:45am Worship Service
7:00pm Worship Service on
WUWT TV:
Charter Cable Channel 8
Over the Air Broadcast 26.1
Spectrum Channel 20
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28th

Poinsettia order envelopes are available for you to
purchase a poinsettia in honor or in memory of a
friend of loved one. The plants will be $20. Orders will
be placed on December 1st. Please complete your
order envelope and return it with payment to the
church office or place in the offering plate.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29th

10:00am Support Staff Meeting
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30th
6:00pm Mid-Week Gathering
6:00pm Youth - Family Life Center
6:45pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
7:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1st

Happy Birthday
in December

Memorials and Gifts

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2nd

4 Debra Dellinger
6 Phoeba Ross
6 Ken Fowlkes
10 Charlotte Sullivan
12 Lena Mai Pruitt
14 Dr. Bruce Brown
14 Betty Holt
15 J.T. Vaughan
19 Landon Nipp
24 Gena Burden

Budget in Memory
Lt. Col. William R. Kaler
by Mr. & Mrs. Jim Kizer

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3rd
Prepare for the Lord’s Day
Deacon of the Week November 27th
Jimmy Jones 731-885-4874
Shut-Ins
Bob & Joyce Stephens
1020 E. Main St.

25 Barbara Jones
26 Dr. Jerry Sullivan
31 Mary Ann Douglas
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blownsdale@fbcuc.com

Richard Dickerson
Interim Minister of Music
richard@fbcuc.com

Kellie Thayer
Finance Secretary
kthayer@fbcuc.com

Linda Williams
Music Secretary & Organist
lwilliams@fbcuc.com

Mackenzie Haskins
Director Kare Bear Preschool
fbckarebear@fbcuc.com

Cheryl L. Williams
Receptionist
cwilliams@fbcuc.com

Shirley Towater
Pianist

Mark Oseman
Maintenance & Custodian
fixitfbc@fbcuc.com

Church E-mail address
You can e-mail us now with any
of your ministerial needs at

church@fbcuc.com.

First Baptist Church
P.O. Box 687
Union City, TN 38281
(731) 885-9481
Return Service Requested

Bro. Ben Lownsdale
Pastor

