














ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO

In 1906 First Presbyterian Church was located at a busy corner on Georgia Avenue at Seventh Street. Church leaders sought property in 
a “more quiet spot where we can praise the Name and magnify our God.” McCallie Avenue at Douglas Street would become home to the 
growing congregation with its expanding Sunday School population. 

One hundred years ago on May 14, 1909, beloved pastor Dr. Jonathan W. Bachman conducted the dedicatory service as hundreds gath-
ered to commemorate the laying of the cornerstone for the new house of worship. Following an invocation, hymn, and historical talk, 
anointing oil was poured on the stone that contains over twenty items relating to church and community life. Dr. Bachman concluded his 
dedicatory address with these words: “I dedicate this stone to the high and holy place of being the cornerstone of this house of praise and 
may the blessings of God so rest upon the work and workmen that the copestone shall be brought forth with rejoicing.” Former pastor 
Th omas Hooke McCallie concluded the service with a prayer which was followed by the singing of the Doxology and a benediction.

Beneath the northeast corner of the church’s portico lies the massive four-ton cornerstone inscribed “First Presbyterian Church 1909.”

Th e stone which the builders refused is become the headstone of the corner. Th is is the Lord’s doing: it is marvelous in our eyes.   
–  Psalm 118:22-23 KJV
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Pulpit Committee Prayer Requests for May
For the Congregation: that FPCC will fi nd comfort in God’s 
perfect timing. 

For the Committee: that God will provide signifi cant progress 
toward our goal of fi nding a new Senior Pastor. 

For the Candidate: that God will begin preparing our Senior 
Pastor and his family even now for his ministry at FPCC.

May 2009
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