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From the Pastor’s Study A Message From Rev. Dr. Larry Hayward
AA SSppeecciiaall SSuunnddaayy

At the Christmas Offering in 2000, Westminster begin a ministry, under
the leadership of our member, Henri Rush, and Reverend Stephen

Chege, a Presbyterian minister in Kenya, that led to the founding of the
United Orphanage and Academy in Moi’s Bridge, Kenya.
Since that inception ten years ago, the orphanage has grown to over 55

children and the academy to over 200 additional students who receive ele-
mentary and secondary education. Our church has committed over
$400,000 on the academy and orphanage alone–in both construction and in
support of orphans and teachers–as well as a comparable amount toward
other projects in Africa.
It is one of the most significant mission projects any local church could

ever hope to undertake.
This fall, from October 15 through 20, three leaders of this project– Rev-

erend Stephen Chege, Reverend George Wepukhulu, and Reverend
Stephen Githuki–will be visiting Westminster and other churches in our
Presbytery. I will then accompany them to the meeting of the PCUSA
Kenya Network in Atlanta.  
We are devoting Sunday, October 17th to this ministry and want everyone

to meet Reverend Stephen Chege, the minister who joined with Henri
Rush in founding the orphanage and academy and who directs it to this
day. Please plan to be part of Westminster that morning. It is a once in a
lifetime opportunity for children, youth, and adults to experience first-
hand our connection with our fellow Presbyterians in Kenya.
Hold this date: Sunday, October 17

• 8:30 a.m. Worship Service with reception in Parlor to follow
• 9:30 a.m. Congregational Breakfast with activities for children, youth,
and adults

• 11:00 a.m. Worship Service with reception in Fellowship Hall to follow
Reverend Chege will be the preacher at both services and we will have an

array of activities for all ages at the breakfast to grow closer to this ministry.
Please plan to join us.

–Larry

““TThhee mmoosstt ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt 
mmiissssiioonn pprroojjeecctt aannyy 

llooccaall cchhuurrcchh ccoouulldd eevveerr
hhooppee ttoo 

uunnddeerrttaakkee..””

AAllll--CChhuurrcchh BBrreeaakkffaasstt
SSuunnddaayy,, OOccttoobbeerr 1177,, 99::3300 aa..mm..

Celebrate Westminster’s ministry in Kenya and meet Rev-
erend Stephen Chege. Learn about Moi’s Bridge Orphanage
and Academy as you share good food and fellowship in the

Fellowship Hall. EEnnjjooyy ffuunn aaccttiivviittiieess ffoorr aallll aaggeess!!
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We recently welcomed these addi-
tions to the Westminster nursery:
• CChhaarrlloottttee RRaacchhaaeell BBuurrkkhhoollddeerr,

born August 22, daughter of
Richard Burkholder and 
Mary Beth Walker

• GGrriiffffiitthh LLeeee DDiicckkiinnssoonn, born 
September 6, son of Josh 
Dickinson and Camden Richards

• ZZoollttáánn GGaabbrriieell ÁÁggoossttoonn, born 
September 1, son of Gábor 
and Kay Ágoston 

Please remember in prayer the fami-
lies of the following Westminster mem-
bers who have passed away recently:
• Affiliate member EEllooiissee LLaannddkkrroohhnn

RRaayy died March 24, 2010
• Former member IIrrbbyy WW.. FFlleemmiinngg

died on August 18 in Augusta, GA.
He will be buried at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery on December 2 at
3:00 p.m.  He is survived by his
wife, inactive member Betty Fleming.

PPiiaannoo RReecciittaall bbyy
VVaalleennttiinnaa LLiissiittssaa

CCAANNCCEELLEEDD

The Piano Recital by Valentina
Lisitsa that was scheduled for Satur-
day evening, October 2, 2010 at 7:00
pm has unfortunately been canceled.  

Hopefully, it will be rescheduled
for a future date.

This article continues the series on “What it means
to be a member of Westminster.” To become a mem-
ber of Westminster a person must submit to an ex-
amination by the Session and answer four questions.
These questions (and the correct answers) are:

1. Q: Who is your Lord and Savior?
A: Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior.

2. Q: Do you trust in Him?
A: I do.

3. Q: Do you intend to be his disciple, to obey his word, and to show his love?
A: I do.

4. Q:Will you be a faithful member of this congregation, giving of yourself in every
way, and will you seek the fellowship of the church wherever you may be?
A: I will!

The first three questions establish that the respondent is a Christian. Westmin-
ster is a Presbyterian church. Presbyterians are a Christian denomination. There-
fore, it follows that every member of Westminster Presbyterian Church must be
a Christian. To be a Christian one must believe in and trust in Christ and demon-
strate this by obeying His word and showing His love. There are a myriad of
theological issues that flow from this, such as, the trinity and the acceptance of
the divinity of Jesus Christ. I’ll let our pastors deal with these issues. 
The fourth question is the one that truly defines what membership in a con-

gregation really means. There are two parts to this question:
1. Will you be a faithful member of this congregation, giving of yourself in

every way, and
2. Will you seek the fellowship of the church wherever you may be?
When individuals answer  “I will!” to the first part of this question, they are

saying that they will be more than a name on a membership roll or an occa-
sional pew sitter on Sunday morning. They are saying that they will partici-
pate in the life of the church to the extent of their ability. They will contribute
their time and talents and their financial resources “in every way” that they
can. Obviously, some can give more than others. That is not the point. The
point is that a member will actively participate in the activities of the church. 
There are many ways to participate at Westminster. Some participate by regu-

larly attending worship services, serving on committees, helping with some of
the many other activities, or attending classes and church functions. Others, who
can no longer physically attend services, participate through reading our publi-
cations or listening to sermons provided on tape or on-line. Still others continue
to support the church financially even though they can no longer attend.
Now that summer is over and our full menu of activities is underway there

are plenty of ways for every member to be involved. This issue of “The
Chronicle” is chock full of opportunities for service and fellowship. In addi-
tion, we will be starting our annual stewardship campaign. Please pray dili-
gently about the ways that you can be an involved member.

Yours in Christ,
Art Sauer

Membership Involvement Coordinator

MM ee mm bb ee rr  II nn vv oo ll vv ee mm ee nn tt  NN ee ww ss
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• OOcctt 55 11:30 a.m. Lunch at Fish
Market  $15.00 

• OOcctt 1122 1p.m. President Lincoln
Cottage Tour $13.00 

• OOcctt 2266 11:00 a.m. Supreme Coun-
cil (Scottish Rite) $5.00 

Overnight Trips coming 2011:
Ocean City, Fallingwater, and Mon-
treal/Quebec 

Sign up for these trips through
the church office.Contact Sharon
Tarr, Director of Westminster Trav-
elers, for more information at
starr@wpc-alex.org or 703-549-
4766 extension 122.

PPrraayyeerr CChhaaiinn
Members of the Prayer Chain will

meet on Monday, Sept. 27, at 7 p.m.
in the Haverkamp Room. If you are
interested in joining this prayer
group or would like to know more
about it, please contact Eileen Jinks,
Pastoral Care Coordinator, at
ejinks@wpc-alex.org or
703.549.4766 extension 132.

JJoobb HHuunntteerrss’’ 
SSuuppppoorrtt GGrroouupp.. 

This group, facilitated by Tanya
Bodzin, a board-certified master ca-
reer counselor, has been meeting
weekly on Wednesdays at 10 a.m.
since March at Agudas Achim Con-
gregation. Open to all in need of
such services, this is a free opportu-
nity for professional adults to benefit
from information, resources and sup-
port as they pursue their next job.
For more information or if you wish
to participate, contact Tanya Bodzin
at coachtanya@aol.com. 

Welcome back to a new program year at Westminster! Here’s hoping that you
had some time over the summer for rest and re-creation. As we get back into
the fall routine, I want to invite all single adults over the age of 40 to join us for
some fun Flying Solo Singles events. We have two regular events each month:
Dine-Out on the second Monday of the month and Potluck dinner on the fourth
Tuesday. Fall is also the time when we get away for a weekend retreat to reflect
on our lives and on our relationship with God and with each other.
See below for information about the retreat and upcoming events. For more

information about Flying Solo Singles visit our page on the church website:
http://www.wpc-alex.org/singles or contact me at nhallberens@wpc-alex.org
or 703-549-4766 ext. 121.

Welcome home!
Nancy Hall Berens

Director of Congregational Life and Singles Ministries

Tuesday, September 28: Join us for our monthly Potluck in Johnson Parlor at
7:00 p.m. Bring a dish to share and a can of food for ALIVE! Each month we
begin by making sandwiches for the Bag Lunch program and then we enjoy
dinner together.
Monday, October 11: Our monthly Dine-Out in October will be a chance to

continue the camaraderie we developed on the retreat over the weekend, or for
those who couldn’t attend the retreat, a chance to find out what we did and dis-
cussed during our time away. Carpool from church at 7:00 p.m. or meet  us
about 7:15 at Joe Theismann’s located at 1800 Diagonal Road, by King St metro
in upper Old Town.

FFaallll RReettrreeaatt  
FFrriiddaayy –– SSuunnddaayy,, OOccttoobbeerr 88--1100::

“Coming to the Shack:  Finding God’s Healing
amidst the Pain and Evil of this World”  

Last chance to sign up for the fall retreat!
Registration deadline is Monday, September 20.

Jeff Hensley will lead us in a discussion of the best-selling novelThe Shack.  Bring your
questions and your openness to new ways of experiencing God’s reconciling love as we
journey together to the Shack – the place of both hurt and healing.  
Enjoy a fall getaway with church friends in the Blue Ridge at Graves’ Moun-

tain Lodge during their annual Apple Harvest Festival! 

FF ll yy ii nn gg  SS oo ll oo  
(( SS ii nn gg ll ee ss ))  MM ii nn ii ss tt rr yy

WW ee ss tt mm ii nn ss tt ee rr
TT rr aa vv ee ll ee rr ss
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SSuunnddaayy AAfftteerrnnoooonn
PPaassttoorr’’ss CCllaasssseess

All adults are invited; no registra-
tion is needed.

““PPrroovveerrbbss:: SSaayyiinnggss,, SSttoorriieess
aanndd PPrrooffoouunndd RReelliiggiioouuss
WWiissddoomm””

SSeepptteemmbbeerr 1122-- OOccttoobbeerr 33, Room
103-105 from 4:30 – 5:50 p.m.

Dr. Larry R. Hayward
The Old Testament Book of

Proverbs is a compendium of maxims
and sayings that, in the words of one
scholar, represent, “the moral experi-
ence and trained intelligence of gen-
uinely religious” people. 

But recent scholarship has shown
that part of the profound religious
wisdom behind the Book of Proverbs
may lie in an overarching story and a
careful arrangement of the parts.  Join
us as we explore this book together at
Westminster.

““RReeiinnhhoolldd NNiieebbuuhhrr:: 
AAmmeerriiccaann PPoowweerr iinn 
TThheeoollooggiiccaall PPeerrssppeeccttiivvee””

Six – week afternoon series, OOccttoo--
bbeerr 1177 –– NNoovveemmbbeerr 2211, Room 103-105
from 4:30 - 5:50 p.m.

Dr. Larry R. Hayward
These sessions will discuss articles

published by Reinhold Niebuhr in
The New Republic during the 1950s
and 1960s. The articles will be avail-
able online.

RETURN TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

AA dd uu ll tt  EE dd uu cc aa tt ii oo nn  
SS ee pp tt ee mm bb ee rr  22 00 11 00

SSuunnddaayy MMoorrnniinngg AAdduulltt EEdduuccaattiioonn PPrrooggrraammss
Morning programs are held from 9:45 – 10:45 a.m., except

as noted. All adults are invited with no registration required. Con-
tact Director of Adult Education and Women’s Ministries Clara

Beth Van de Water for more information at cvandewater@wpc-alex.org
or 703-549-4766 ext. 120.

““IInnvviittaattiioonn ttoo GGeenneessiiss””
September 12 – November 21, except October 17, Westminster Room
Elders Kathy Harkness, M.A, and Connie Ring, J.D., DISCIPLE Bible Study

Program Graduates, Experienced Leaders.
Return to the foundational stories of the Judeo-Christian tradition and West-

ern civilization. Explore their meanings and continuing influence. This discus-
sion class meets from 9:30 -10:45 a.m. Purchase of an $11.00 guide in class is
encouraged.

““RReeiinnhhoolldd NNiieebbuuhhrr:: AAmmeerriiccaann PPoowweerr iinn tthhee TThheeoollooggiiccaall PPeerrssppeeccttiivvee””
Morning Series September 19 – October 10, Haverkamp Room, 9:45 -10:45 a.m.
Dr. R. Bruce Douglass, Professor of Political Science, Georgetown University;

Director, Reformed Institute of Metropolitan Washington
20th century Pastor-Theologian Reinhold Niebuhr of Union Seminary, NY was,

and is, arguably the most influential “public” theologian in American Protes-
tantism. Look at the prominent themes and continuing influence of Niebuhr on
the philosophy of diverse public figures including Kennan, King, Carter and
Obama through these lectures. This series will be complemented by a Sunday
evening class taught by Dr. Larry Hayward October 17 – November 21.

““BBrreeaakkffaasstt wwiitthh KKeennyyaann CChhuurrcchh LLeeaaddeerrss””
October 17, 9:30 – 10:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall
See the Mission publicity in this issue for more details.

TTooppiicc ttoo bbee AAnnnnoouunncceedd
October 24 – November 21, except November 7, Haverkamp Room, 9:45 –

10:45 a.m.
Dr. Patricia Lyons, Teacher, Religion and Ethics, and Director of Service

Learning, St. Stephens and St. Agnes School; author of a new book, The Soul of
Adolescence: In Their Own Words.
Dr. Lyons, a dynamic teacher, highly appreciated at WPC, will soon announce

her topic.

WWhhaatt iiss tthhee WWoorrlldd CCoommiinngg ttoo?? :: RReecceenntt GGlloobbaall EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt CCaattaassttrroopphheess
November 7, Haverkamp Room, 9:45 -10:45 a.m.
Dr. Victor Zabielski, Professor, Geology, Northern Virginia Community College.
Look at the whys and wherefores of seemingly increasing environmental dis-

asters, such as earthquakes, floods, storms, volcanoes, etc. What roles might hu-
manity play in cause and response?
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WWoommeenn’’ss
BBooookk GGrroouupp

All women are invited to read
When Everything Changed: The
Amazing Journey of American
Women from 1960 to the Present by
journalist Gail Collins and discuss it
on Monday, September 27 at 11:00
a.m. or 7:30 p.m. in the Johnson Par-
lor with Clara Beth Van de Water. On
October 25, you are invited to dis-
cuss The Help by Kathryn Stockett,
again at 11:00 a.m. or 7:30 p.m. in
Johnson Parlor.

w o r s h i p  w e l l
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WW oo mm ee nn ’’ ss  MM ii nn ii ss tt rr yy

WWoommeenn’’ss FFrriieennddsshhiipp aanndd BBiibbllee SSttuuddyy CCiirrcclleess
We have 2 day-time and 4 evening circles, including one

of mothers of young children. Circle details can be found
under Presbyterian Women on the church web site or from
a pink flyer in the literature rack in the education wing
lobby. Contact moderator Carol Ensley,
carolanne.ensley@yahoo.com.

WWoommeenn’’ss WWoorrkk DDaayy
All women are invited to help make stuffed animals and heart pillows for

Alexandria Hospital patients on Wednesday, October 6 at 9:30 a.m. in the
Haverkamp Room with Faye Woodrow.

WWoommeenn’’ss FFaallll GGaatthheerriinngg oonn ““DDoommeessttiicc SSeexx TTrraaffffiicckkiinngg ooff CChhiillddrreenn””
Tina Frundt, Founder and Executive Director of Courtney’s House, a new

safe haven in our area for American children who are victims of sexual ex-
ploitation and trafficking (taking them across state lines), will speak about “Do-
mestic Child Sex Trafficking” on Wednesday, October 6 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Haverkamp Room. This talk is sponsored by our Presbyterian Women circles,
who will serve dessert afterward.  
We will learn about victims, victimizers, how the law tries to protect victims

and ways we can help. Forcing children into prostitution and moving them
across state lines so they are harder to track down is on the increase in our mo-
bile society. Ms. Frundt, was a child victim herself and has appeared on the
Oprah Winfrey Show and CNN. All friends and members are invited, no reserva-
tions needed.

WWoommeenn’’ss RReettrreeaatt iinn AApprriill 
–– ““HHeeaarrttss oonn FFiirree:: OOuurr JJoouurrnneeyy ooff FFaaiitthh””
All women are invited to reserve the weekend of April 8-

10, 2011 for our annual retreat at the lovely Hallowood Re-
treat Center in Comus, MD, an hour from Alexandria.  
Our leader will be Dr. Melissa Kirkpatrick, an educator

with a Ph.D. in history, who taught for the Reformed Insti-
tute and served several churches in our area. Dr. Kirkpatrick has said, "Some
have said modern life has become flat and passionless. Religious practice is
considered boring and is often thought of as something that should be mar-
ketable, as though faith were the latest interchangeable gadget. But thinking
about the Reformed motto, ‘The church reformed, always being reformed’, we
can be confident that the heart of the Christian life is an affirmation of experien-
tial faith in a God who loves us.”
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YYoouunngg AAdduulltt’’ss FFaallll MMiissssiioonn
TTrriipp ttoo AAppppaallaacchhiiaa!!  

You can still sign-up and join us
for our first-ever Appalachia Service
Project mission trip. Our group in-
cludes: Casey FitzGerald, Adrienne
Griffin, Steven Holton, Erik Johnston,
Rob Lalka, Heather Rehm, Janet Rik-
sen, Cassie Schurz, John Stebe and
Stephanie Wright.

Dates for the trip are September
30 through October 3, 2010. There’s
no building experience required, and
the total cost is $100 per person. For
more information, please contact
Janet Riksen at jriksen@wpc-alex.org

SSaattuurrddaayy,, OOccttoobbeerr 2233
––EEnneerrggiizzee AAlleexxaannddrriiaa.. 

Help neighbors save money this
winter by weatherizing their houses.
Westminster will work on one house
by adding inside storm windows
(plastic), caulking, sealing electrical
outlets and other light repairs. For
more information, contact Eric Weiss
at eric.weiss@winchendon.com.

SSuuppppoorrtt GGuueesstt 
HHoouussee iinn SSeepptteemmbbeerr!!

Enjoy delicious tea and cookies,
tour the house, and hear some of the
amazing women of Guest House
speak on Saturday, September 25
from 2:00-4:00 p.m. at the Autumn
Harvest Tea and Silent Auction at
One East Luray Avenue, Alexandria,
VA 22301. Sponsorships ($50-$250)
available in advance, or attend the
event for $20. Contact Kari Galloway
at director@friendsofguesthouse.org

RETURN TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

WWeessttmmiinnsstteerr--GGeeoorrggee MMaassoonn TTuuttoorriinngg PPrrooggrraamm
The Westminster-George Mason Tutoring Program needs

tutors and substitutes for the coming school year. Each tutor
is assigned to work with one student at George Mason Ele-
mentary School once each week from October until May. Tu-

tors help students study and complete their homework and other assigned
projects. Students are selected for the program by their classroom teachers,
who provide assignments and feedback for the tutors. Tutoring sessions are
held Tuesday and Thursday afternoons from 2:35-3:35 in the school library. If
you would like to serve as a tutor or substitute, please contact Elizabeth
O’Brien at elizabethbobrien@aol.com or 703-684-3980.  

BBrreeaadd ffoorr tthhee WWoorrlldd’’ss AAnnnnuuaall ““OOffffeerriinngg ooff LLeetttteerrss””
On Sunday, September 12th, members of Westminster participated in Bread

for the World’s Annual “Offering of Letters” to Fight Hunger and Poverty in
America. The focus this year is supporting and strengthening two key federal
tax measures that have been around for decades but have not yet been re-au-
thorized and are facing an uncertain future. The Earned Income Tax Credit
(EITC) was established in 1975 with strong bi-partisan support as a way to sup-
port low-income working families and help lift them out of poverty. The Child
Tax Credit for federal taxes will also expire this year unless it is reauthorized by
Congress. Bread for the World estimates that half a million children will drop
below poverty levels without this benefit. Support is needed to make these two
family- friendly measures permanent at their current levels of funding. 
Writing a letter is easy, with the draft letters, information about the programs

and stamped and addressed envelopes to our Senators and local Congressmen
provided. If you were not able to write a letter on September 12, please email
Sam Ulm at ASULM@aol.com or Erik Johnston at erikjohnston64@hotmail.com
to have the letter writing materials emailed to you. 
Westminster is a Covenant Church of Bread for the World, a Christian organ-

ization with a long history of bringing attention and help for the poor in our
country and abroad. 

CCaarrppeenntteerr''ss SShheelltteerr HHoossttss CCoommmmuunniittyy WWaallkk
Bring your friends and family and join us as we take steps to end family

homelessness. As a precurser to the Walk for the Homeless on the National
Mall in November, Carpenter's Shelter will be hosting a Community Mini
Walk that is perfect for the toddler and stroller brigade.
When: Saturday, October 23, 2010 from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm.
Where: The walk will begin in the parking lot of DC Metro Church located

at 1100 Fayette Street in Alexandria and will end at Carpenter’s Shelter.
Registration: Complete and return a 2010 Miniwalk Registration Form

(available on the Carpenter's Shelter website) along with payment to: Maureen
Ford; Carpenter’s Shelter; 930 North Henry Street; Alexandria, VA 22314
Registration fees for walkers are $15 for youth (ages 25 and younger) and

$25 for adults. All registered walkers will receive a free Fannie Mae Help the
Homeless T-shirt on the day of the event.
Contact:Maureen Ford, maureenford@carpentersshelter.org or call (703)

548-7500, ext. 226 for more information.

FF oo cc uu ss  oo nn  MM ii ss ss ii oo nn ss



7

TThhaannkk YYoouu
On Sunday, August 29 a deli-

cious Mission Fellowship
Breakfast was hosted by the
Local Missions Committee and
the National/International
Missions Committee.  Many
thanks to all those who con-
tributed to the delicious break-
fast and volunteered their time;
to those who support Westmin-
ster mission projects in our
community and around the
world; and to those who came
to learn more about becoming
involved in service.  

SSaannddwwiicchheess
NNeeeeddeedd ffoorr
BBaagg LLuunncchh
Please make

sandwiches on
whole wheat
bread with
generous por-
tions of meat and
cheese (no condiments). Each
sandwich must be bagged, and
the outer bag should be labeled
with the date and type of sand-
wich.  Sandwiches can be left in
the freezer in the kitchen off
Fellowship Hall.  Questions?
Contact kathygstenzel@aol.com
or 703-683-4516. Thank you!

w o r s h i p  w e l l
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YYoouunngg AAdduulltt’’ss FFaallll MMiissssiioonn TTrriipp ttoo AAppppaallaacchhiiaa 

When the call went out for someone to write about the up-
coming Young Adults Mission trip to Appalachia for the Chron-
icle, one suggestion was to write about why you
were going on the trip. After I decided to adopt
this theme, I started asking myself some ques-
tions. Why did I decide to sign up for this mission
trip? Why did I agree to wake up very early on a
Thursday morning, pile into a van, and travel all the way to
Jonesville, Virginia? Why of all things did I choose a building trip
when my last volunteer work day only served to expose my poor hammering skills?
Of course there were several things that motivated me to volunteer for this trip in the

first place. One was that I wanted to get more involved in the life of this church, partic-
ularly with mission. I felt like in the past I had only supported mission in theory, or
with financial contributions, and I wanted to translate my support into action. Another
reason was the chance to get to know some other young adults better. And frankly, the
idea of getting away from all the heat and humidity of this past summer appealed to
me. After all, the Appalachia Service Project (ASP) web site promised we’d be staying
in “a climate controlled ASP center with bunk beds and hearty meals.”  
Continuing to think about the reasons for the trip, I delved further into some of the

materials on the ASPwebsite. The organization we will be working with serves the peo-
ple of Central Appalachia and has permanent work sites in Tennessee and West Virginia
in addition to Jonesville. I read that poverty in Central Appalachia is more than double
the national average, with nearly half of all annual household incomes totaling less than
$20,000. One in four people in that region live in poverty, which roughly translates to
105,000 children, 195,000 adults and 35,000 elderly. Just when all of those statistics started
to overwhelm me, I read that ASP’s stated goal is make houses warmer, safer, and drier
for needy families. Warmer, safer, and drier–a simple goal to address a complex problem. 
And that’s when it hit me:  when I was asking myself questions about this trip, I had

forgotten the most important people, the family we were going to serve directly by
simply working on their home. This family has an immediate need, which we will try
our best to help meet. I don’t know about you, but I have never lived anywhere that
was not completely warm, safe, and dry. Just thinking about that makes me feel grate-
ful for the things I have been given, and more able to heed the call to “[c]arry each
other’s burdens and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” —Galatians 6:2.
When I first thought about the reasons to go on this trip, I was asking a lot of questions
with “I” in them. And I guess that’s not all bad, because one of those questions is now
“what can I do, with God’s help, to carry some small part of one family’s burden?”  
To the congregation, thank you for your support thus far, and thank you for praying for

us while we are away. Please pray first of all that our work will make some progress to-
ward one family’s home becoming warmer, safer, and drier. Please remember all the peo-
ple of Appalachia who are in need of better housing. Please also pray for the mission team
to have a safe and spiritually rewarding trip. As for my doubts about my construction
abilities, I will try to remember that “if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable ac-
cording to what one has, not according to what he does not have.” —II Corinthians 8:12.
Finally, as you may have guessed by now, there is still room in our van for two

more people. If you are interested in serving the Appalachian community and
showing them God’s love, we would love to have you join us September 30th
through October 3rd. To sign up for the trip, please contact Janet Riksen as soon as
possible at jriksen@wpc-alex.org. 

Adrienne Griffin
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DDaaddss ooff YYoouunngg CChhiillddrreenn
FFllyy FFiisshhiinngg TTrriipp
SSaattuurrddaayy,, OOccttoobbeerr 22
Join Vince Crisler and other dads

for a day of fishing! No experience
necessary. Details to follow. If you
know you are interested, email Vince
at vince@hockingcounty.com .  

MMoommss BBooookk aanndd BBiibbllee SSttuuddyy
The Friendship of Women: The

Hidden Tradition of the Bible by Joan
Chittister

Wednesdays, October 6-November 3
9:15-10:30 in the Westminster Room
Childcare provided!
Explore the many dimensions of

friendship and the concept of Chris-
tian friendship with other moms of
the church (and make some good
friends while you’re at it)!  Led by
Casey FitzGerald. From the book
cover: “Friendship colors the very air
we breathe; it is everywhere around
us. It binds past and present and
makes bearable the uncertainty of
the future … Drawing a highly in-
spiring message from [the lives of
Biblical women], Joan Chittister in-
vites us to seek and embrace friend-
ship as it is embodied between
women, between God the Creator
and all of creation, and between all
human beings.” Cost of the book is
$14. Please RSVP to Casey FitzGer-
ald cfitzgerald@wpc-alex.org .

RETURN TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

CCrreeaattiioonn SSttaattiioonn BBeeggiinnss ((KK--55tthh))
Sundays beginning September 19, 9:45-10:45
Join us for our first unit: CREATION! We will be fo-

cusing on Genesis 1 and 2 during September. Children
3rd grade and older should bring their Bibles.
We are still in need of faithful adults to serve as teach-

ers and shepherds in Creation Station. Contact Kristina Hill
(kristina.h.hill@gmail.com) if you are ready to answer the call!

PPaarreenntt aanndd TTeeaacchheerr EEdduuccaattiioonn
Genesis 3: The First Sin
Sunday, September 26, 9:45 a.m.
Room 301 (Creation Station)
Parents, shepherds and teachers are invited to join in on a Bible study focus-

ing on the third chapter of Genesis—the story of the “fall.” Our children will be
learning all about Genesis 3 in October … let’s prepare for church and family
discussions together! And, coming up next … October 24 and 31 will feature the
Joseph Narrative.

TThhiirrdd GGrraaddee BBiibbllee PPrreesseennttaattiioonn
Sunday, September 19
11 o’clock worship
All third graders will receive their new Bibles as a part of the worship service

on September 19. We will meet in the library following Creation Station for the
pinning on of flowers and to receive more information!

YYoouunngg FFaammiilliieess BBBBQQ
Saturday, September 18
4:30 – 7:00 p.m.
Families are invited to join us in our annual fall barbeque at the church! Bring

your children and a salad, side, or dessert to share. We will provide burgers and
hot dogs! Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity for fun, fellowship and a big
bouncing ark.
RSVPs appreciated! Please email LeAnne Perkowski (LPerkowski@wpc-

alex.org) if you are able to attend!

MMoorrnniinnggss ffoorr MMoommss 
1st and 3rd Fridays, 10:30-12
Starts September 17!
Creation Station 303/305
Moms and kids are invited to join us twice a month in the church for fellow-

ship and service. We will begin on September 17th by making sandwiches for
the Bag Lunch program. Bring your kids, a snack if you’d like, and be prepared
to meet other moms in the church and make lasting friendships. Contact our
Mornings for Moms coordinator, Marcy Crisler (marcy@hockingcounty.com) if
you have questions to ask or ideas to share!  

CC hh ii ll dd rr ee nn  aa nn dd  FF aa mm ii ll yy  MM ii nn ii ss tt rr yy
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BBrruunncchh SScchheedduullee CChhaannggeess
Though we usually have brunches

on the first Sunday of each month,
due to scheduling conflicts we will
have our September brunch on Sun-
day, September 19 and our October
brunch will be cancelled. Join us for
great food and fellowship on the 19th! 

UUppccoommiinngg YYoouunngg 
AAdduullttss’’ FFaaiitthh oonn TTaapp

Tuesday, September 21, 7:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, October 19, 7:30 p.m.
Capitol City Brewing Company,

Shirlington

w o r s h i p  w e l l
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PPaarreennttss MMaakkee tthhee 
BBeesstt YYoouutthh MMiinniisstteerrss

Here’s a youth ministry quiz question: Studies show
that the primary impact on the religious life of youth is
a) the hip, cool youth pastor hired by the church (I have

the “hired by the church” part down, but the rest? Not so much); b) life-changing
mission trips and retreats; or c) overnight lock-ins featuring relay races, scavenger
hunts, and the impenetrable olfactory haze of  adolescent sweat. Yep, you’re right;
it’s the youth pastors – but not the ones hired by the church. It’s the parents, the
ones God has called to love, teach and nurture our youth with passion, not perfec-
tion. This can be an intimidating responsibility, but it does not have to be if we
turn to one another for support and help.   
In the Reformed faith, we affirm the Protestant belief in the priesthood of all

believers, whereby each of us is called to specific tasks and roles in the church,
but all share the common calling to be faithful and to help bring others to that
faith. If you are a parent of a youth at Westminster, and would like to help think
about how the church can best support the particular calling of parents as they
fulfill their common call to have and share faith, please consider becoming a
part of a loosely knit group of brainstormers we’ll call the “Youth Parent-Minis-
ters.” The goal is not to add another round of regular meetings to overfilled
schedules, but to pool ideas on how to seep faith into the fabric of our family
life to the benefit of our precious youth.
If this kind of talk isn’t your cup of tea, there are other areas where you can

serve as youth ministers by supporting the programmatic needs of youth min-
istry at Westminster. Consider being a part of our Mission Fundraiser or Youth
Trip teams as well. Each will be focused on particular events or trips, so the
participation will be focused and productive, but not endless.
So, youth ministers, the hip and unhip, are you in? Contact me, and we’ll see

where we’re led.   
Thanks so much,

Patrick

YYoouutthh FFaallll RReettrreeaattss!!

SSeenniioorr HHiigghh ((1100//88--1100)) ttoo PPhhiillaaddeellpphhiiaa!!
Join us as we participate in an urban mission program

sponsored by Broad Street Ministries and enjoy some of
Patrick’s favorite Philly treats!  

MMiiddddllee SScchhooooll HHaalllloowweeeenn RReettrreeaatt 
((1100//2299--3311)) ttoo SShhrriinnee MMoonntt!!
Enjoy a great time away, and come back in time for trick-

and-treat.

(See separate mailings for more details, and contact Patrick to RSVP)

AA tt tt ee nn tt ii oo nn  YY oo uu tt hh
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CChheeeerrffuull GGiivviinngg
Next month kicks off our annual Stewardship Campaign, and this year’s theme,

“Cheerful Giving,” focuses on Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians, and his call
for them to give cheerfully and willingly. As Paul wrote, 

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

(2 Corinthians 9:7)  

This year’s theme highlights the generous spirit in which members at Westminster give of their time, talents and
treasure. Throughout this campaign, we will highlight what cheerful giving might mean for each of us. We will en-
courage you to give cheerfully by pledging a portion of your financial resources so that we may efficiently and re-
sponsibly plan for the Church’s needs, both current and future. Pledges are critical not only to the worship,
education, mission and fellowship needs of the church, but also to expanding in these areas, and offering more op-
portunities to meet the needs of our congregation and community.  
Paul reminds us that, 

“The one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.” 
(2 Corinthians 9:6) 

We all reap bountifully in calling Westminster home, and we encourage you to embrace the spiritual blessings
reaped from making and fulfilling such an important commitment. Thank you for your cheerful giving.
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