Westminster Presbyterian Church, EP
The Twenty First Day of June, Two Thousand Nineyveh O’clock
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- If you need to pray with someone following our $eeg, either because of a need you have brought

with you or because the Lord has been at work ur @art during our worship service, Elders,
Larry Mutter and Ralph Lynch are available in Patbe Chapel to you after morning services.
Also, feel free to call the church office (325-9])2iiring the week and ask to speak with a member
of our ministry staff.

- Parents are encouraged to use our nursery dungdrship service located in Rooms 201/203 in

the Children’s Wing.

- All music licensed through Christian Copyright Lising International (CCLI #266496).
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Restoring Fatherhood
The Key to Social réaewal

Don Eberly

While growing numbers now agree that fatherhoodhees devalued and are pre-
pared to accept that it has some social utility; &e clear on the actual scale of fa-
ther absence, why fatherhood really matters, or ighgestoration is so central to
American progress. To appreciate the scope of fathsence, consider that 40%--
nearly four of every ten--now goes to bed in a lebatd where the biological father
is absent, and that one in every two children gpknd at least some time before the
age of 18 with one parent. Father absence is alreatipeting with father presence
for the norm, and the trend is expected to worgetiné turn of the century.
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Who is it that is responsible for the mayhem, aid Vg it that we fear precisely? It i
males, and predominantly fatherless males who hatbeen properly socialized.
Sixty percent of America's rapists, 72% of adolasoeurderers, and 70% of long
term prison inmates grew up without fathers. Ja@ed/ilson reminds us that humah
progress depends upon the socialization of malsisnple fact that was recognized
throughout all recorded human history and only étten recently. Neither child
well-being, nor societal well-being is likely to begnificantly improved until fathers
are recognized as unique and irreplaceable. Rectingehem to children would do
more to restore a happy and healthy childhood é&wyeehild, and dramatically re-
duce our nation's most costly problems, than athefpending legislation in America
combined

So What Do We Do?

America's new frontiers lie in the realm of sochhnge. Americans are more prong
than ever to sanction behaviors that are protedtithe natural ecology. By contrast,
in the realm of social ecology, our language tuongersonal choice and expressive
individualism. When it comes to human conduct thahost injurious to child well-
being, America practices an unfettered Laisse Fdtatherhood is predominantly a
cultural, not biological, institution, which meaits functioning requires social sup-
port. To suggest, as we have, that it's all neptajanill only ensure its demise.

Recently the National Fatherhood Initiative wasighed, with the help of two veter
an fatherhood experts, David Blankenhorn of thétlrie for American Values, and
Dr. Wade Horn, former U.S. Commissioner of Childréouth and Families. Its goa
is ambitious: destroy the myth of the superfluathér within American society and|
restore responsible fatherhood as a national prioNational Fatherhood Initiative
wants to enlist fathers, because they matter, Isecanost men want to be good fa-
thers, and because good fathers need society'sisippsurvive. A rising social con-
sciousness about fatherhood's importance couldgeghAmerica's social landscape.

Fathers must be reconnected to their children Bigcevering historically masculine
traits of strong male nurturance. As author RicHardv has said, "Men will not
move back into the family until our culture recoatsemasculinity and fatherhood,
until young men come to see fatherhood, not jusrpity, as the fullest expression
of manhood." Restoring fatherhood and reversingitfwine in child well-being will
require social change, promoted predominantly thinahe value-shaping institution
in the civic sector: churches, charities, and conganizations.
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A new social movement must be launched to stremgplagenting, particularly to re-
store the necessary social norms of responsititerfadod. Without moral overkill,

without vilifying good single mothers or decent meho have been less than perfegt
fathers, a new ideal for fatherhood must be resatenthe social

fabric.
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Walk as He Walked
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Dogwood Estates
- Virginia Huff
Westwood
- Buddy Coppinger

The Havens
- Mary Ruth Blevins
- Shirley Stuart

Mercer Cont. Care

Princeton Health Care

- Susan Dantzler

Glenwood

- Bela Feuchtenberger - |
- Carrie Gwyer

- Ann Kibler
- Vicki Wesley
- Frances Ellison

- Treva Ferris

- Kathleen Gawthrop

At Home

- Elwood Ballard
- Katherine Carrigan

Ralph Carriker

Thi s Week

" 0 #1421

4:00 p.m. Leave for McDowell Trip............ Parking Lot
"2/ 321 44
10:00 a.m. Women'’s Prayer Time............... Patterson Chapel
31 ./ 321 4&
7:30 p.m. Session Meeting..................eeeee. Rm. 216
#1121/ 321 45
7:00 p.m. Prayer TiMe .......ccccceeeiiiiiuuieeeeenn. Patterson Chapel

L+ 321 46
7:00 a.am. Men’s Breakfast..............cccceeuee Fellowship Hall

a look ahead.......

Jerusalem Market Place VBS July 19-23

......................................
.................................................

Lucky Goforth.........ccccceeeviiiiinnen.n. 6/21 | Richard Antoun...........ccccceeviinnnne 6/23
John Griffin ... 6/22 | Dustin Spencer ........ccccccceeveiinnne 6/26
Lute HIiCKS.......oooiiiiiiieeeiiiiiiee 6/23 | Janet Harwick ...........cccccceeiiiinine 6/27
New Needs Continuing Needs

- McDowell Mission Trip - Dylan Johnson

- Todd Kibler

- Luke Wimmer

- Martha Oblinger
- Dee Glander

- Sophia Zobiegala
- Thelma Johnston
- Michael Fender

- Ann Kibler

Continuinlt_? Needs
- Jane Caliee

- Geneva Lester

Church
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Sunday School Classes

Joint July Circles
Meeting

Women'’s Sunday School ClassLarry
Mutter will be teaching on the subject of
“the names and character of God". 4 #

& 5 6
Men’s Sunday School ClassRandy $ + $
Boltonwill be leading discussions on the )
Book of Mark. # 1%
Adult Elective No. 1 Join us for a 13 w3l 3
week study of Acts as we explore the
foundation of the early church, and the
ground work for Evangelizing. Taught
by Craig Menefee

Adult Elective No.2 Several of the
class members will be leading this quar-
ter. Their plan is to study a film series,
which has been recommended by the
Adult Nurture Committee.

Adult Elective No. 3 Pastor Howard
will be leading an interactive DVD se-
ries in the front of Sanctuary. Drawing $
from Paul’'s maturity profile in | Timo-
thy and Titus s P

Youth Elective: More than a lesson,
more than a class, a dynamic video se-
ries coming soon to your youth Sunday
school. Watch for it! ) ) 2

High School and Middle School Sunday #

School, 9:45 in th/iddle School #3$
Room. #H #




