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 Have you ever wondered what happened to the 56 men who signed the 
Declaration of Independence? 
 Five signers were captured by the British as traitors, and tortured before they 
died.  Twelve had their homes ransacked and burned.  Two lost sons serving in 
the Revolutionary Army; another had two sons captured. Nine of the 56 fought 
and died from wounds or hardships of the Revolutionary War. 
They signed and they pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred 
honor. 

 
 What kind of men were they? 
Twenty-four were lawyers and jurists.  Eleven were merchants, nine were 
farmers and large plantation owners; men of means, well educated.  But they 
signed the Declaration of Independence knowing full well that the penalty 
would be death if they were captured. 
  
 Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter and trader, saw his ships swept 
from the seas by the British Navy.  He sold his home and properties to pay his 
debts, and died in rags. 
  
 Thomas McKean was so hounded by the British that he was forced to move 
his family almost constantly.  He served in the Congress without pay, and his 
family was kept in hiding.  His possessions were taken from him, and poverty 
was his reward. 
  
 Vandals or soldiers looted the properties of Dillery, Hall, Clymer, Walton, 
Gwinnett, Heyward, Ruttledge, and Middleton. 
  
 At the battle of Yorktown, Thomas Nelson Jr, noted that the British General 
Cornwallis had taken over the Nelson home for his headquarters. 
  
 He quietly urged General George Washington to open fire.  The home was 
destroyed, and Nelson died bankrupt. 
  
 Francis Lewis had his home and properties destroyed.  The enemy jailed his 
wife, and she died within a few months. 
  
 John Hart was driven from his wife's bedside as she was dying.  Their 13 
children fled for their lives.  His fields and his gristmill were laid to waste.  
For more than a year he lived in forests and caves, returning home to find his 
wife dead and his children vanished.  A few weeks later he died from 
exhaustion and a broken heart. Lewis Morris and Philip Livingston suffered 
similar fates. 
 
 Such were the stories and sacrifices of the American Revolution.  These were 
not wild-eyed, rabble-rousing ruffians.  They were soft-spoken men of means 
and education.  They had security, but they valued liberty more.  Standing tall, 
straight, and unwavering, they pledged:  "For the support of this declaration, 
with firm reliance on the protection of divine providence, we mutually pledge 
to each other, our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor."  

Remember: freedom is never free! “It is for freedom that Christ has made us 
free!”  Galatians 5:1 
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·  If you need to pray with someone following our services, either because of a need you have brought 
with you or because the Lord has been at work in your heart during our worship service, Elders, 
Larry Mutter and Ralph Lynch are available in Patterson Chapel to you after morning services.  
Also, feel free to call the church office (325-9121) during the week and ask to speak with a member 
of our ministry staff. 

·  Parents are encouraged to use our nursery during the worship service located in Rooms 201/203 in 
the Children’s Wing. 

·  All music licensed through Christian Copyright Licensing International (CCLI #266496). 
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I Will Not Be Afraid  
by Elisabeth Elliot 
�
News reports come every day concern-
ing economic and political calamities 
about to befall us all, not to mention 
famines, tornadoes, earthquakes, and 
volcanoes, things which may at any 
moment strike us or people we love.   
There are always plenty of good reasons 
to be afraid--unless you know that 
things are under control. A Christian 
has this "inside information." 
Things are, in fact, under control. God 
is our Refuge, our Strength, and our 
Mighty Fortress. Nothing will get by the 
moat of his protection  without his per-
mission. To be afraid of what happens 
today or what may happen tomorrow is 
not only an awful waste of energy, it is 
not only useless, it is disobedient. We 
are forbidden to fear anything but the 
Lord Himself. 
 
 When Christians in China were being 
hounded to death in the 1930s, one of 
them (I am told) wrote this simple song, 
which has helped me in countless times 
of fear ever since I learned it as a high 
school girl: 
 I will not be afraid. 
 I will not be afraid. 
 I will look upward, and travel onward, 
And not be afraid. 
 
Will power, of course, will not always 
overcome human emotions. But  
 willed obedience to the One who is in 
charge, coupled with prayer for  
 his help in vanquishing our natural 
fears, is something else. 
 

	
	
	
 


 ���-5 #	/ �65	 7�
 10:00 a.m. Women’s Prayer Time .................... Patterson Chapel 

 12:00 p.m. Widow’s Luncheon ......................... Fellowship Hall 

 

 
* ����-5 #	/ �65	 8�
 7:00 p.m. Worship and Music Committee ...... Library 

 
 
$ ������-5 #	/ �65	 9	
 4:00 p.m. All Circles’  ...................................... Canada House 

 7:00 p.m. Prayer Time ...................................... Patterson Chapel 

 7:30 p.m. Administrate Committee ................... Rm. 218 
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Continuing Needs 
·  Dylan Johnson 
·  Todd Kibler 
·  Luke Wimmer  
·  Martha Oblinger 
·  Dee Glander 
·  Sophia Zobiegala 
·  Thelma Johnston 
·  Michael Fender 
·  Ann Kibler 

 
 

Continuing Needs 
·  Randolph Scott 
·  John Michael Simmons 
·  Jane Calfee 
·  Geneva Lester 
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    Princeton Health Care 
·  Kathleen Gawthrop 

 

The Havens 
·  Mary Ruth Blevins 
·  Shirley Stuart 
 

Dogwood Estates 
·  Virginia Huff 

Westwood 
·  Buddy Coppinger 
·  Katherine Carrigan 
 

Mercer Cont. Care 
·  Susan Dantzler 
 

Glenwood 
·  Bela Feuchtenberger 
·  Treva Ferris 
 

At Home 
·  Elwood Ballard 
·  Ralph Carriker 
·  Carrie Gwyer 
·  Ann Kibler 
·  Vicki Wesley 
·  Frances Ellison 
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Jonathan Brown ............................. 7/6 
Mason Brown ................................. 7/7 
Brittany Hatcher .............................. 7/7 
Larry Hicks ..................................... 7/8            
Austin Neeley  ................................ 7/8 
 

Ann Kibler ....................................... 7/8 
Jim Thomason ................................ 7/9 
Chelsea Gallinger ......................... 7/10 
Frances Ellison ............................. 7/11 
 
 
 

New  Needs 
 
·  The family of Steven Powell 

 
 

Joint July Circles Joint July Circles Joint July Circles Joint July Circles 
MeetingMeetingMeetingMeeting    
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The Last Supper Drama  
will be presented at the Wesleyan 

Church in Bramwell July 17 and 18 
at 7pm. This is a production of Steve 
Newcomb's drama team. Admission 
is free with a freewill offering re-

ceived. There will be entertainment 
following the drama in downtown 
Bramwell near the cafe where des-
sert will be available for purchase. 
Contact Steve or Charlotte at 304-

248-7399 
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Youth Trip @  
Carowinds 

BIG YOUTH THING 
August 6 and 7th, 2009 

Charlotte, NC 
More information to come�

 

A donation has been given to 
the glory of God and to the 
building fund in thanksgiving 
for our military: 
 
 3rd Class Petty Officer  
Jonathan Blevins (Navy) 
 
SGT Lance Mutter (Army) 
 
 SGT Drew Nelson (Marines) 
 
 SSG Gary Stratton (Army 
 
SGT   Adam Williams  
(Marines) 

 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
and the First Christian Church  of 
Bluefield are combining for a Holyl-
and Partnership with Vacation Bible 
School.  This adventure begins on 

Sunday July 19 through Thursday 
evening, July 23.  Registration be-
gins at 6:15 pm on Sunday July 

19.   For more information, contact  
Linda Finkel at Westminster  

Presbyterian. 


