
  
 When I lived in a housing co-op 
one of the rules that we had was that all 
decisions were to be made together. So 
when a young man from outside the 
metro needed a place to stay while he 
had some medical tests done, all eleven 

of us had to agree.  We talked to Scott and he seemed 
like a nice guy who needed a couch for a week while he 
received medical care, so all of us said yes.  Well, Scott 
was a lousy guest and he overstayed his welcome. 
When his week was up he did his best to avoid us, we 
never saw him in the evening or even during the night, 
but sometime during the day when we were all at work 
he would come back - sleep, eat, shower and disappear.  
One of us would occasionally see him but since all of us 
werenôt there, we could not ask him to leave and he 
knew it. 
 We decided that if any of us saw Scott we would 
call each other, attempt to get a majority of us back at 
home, and explain our position and have him explain 
his.  Later that week I rushed home and when I arrived 
six of my housemates were waiting for Scott to come 
out of the shower.  We sat him down and discussed 
how he had abused us and that he needed to leave.  
He sputtered, got red in the face and started to accuse 
us of not making him welcome. He said we were not 

allowing him to be present and basically were saying 
ónoô to him.  One of my housemates said, ñWe said óyesô 
to you and we did what we could to live into that yes, 
but you were so afraid of hearing ónoô that you ran away 
and by not talking to us, of course the answer you 
heard was no.ò 
 I often think of Scott when I contemplate what 
God is doing in my life.  I often want to run as fast as I 
possibly can and not hear the answer.  I think that is a 
very human response to God. It is why the 
contemplative, the desert mothers and fathers, slowed 
down and removed themselves from the busyness of 
community and tried to hear what God was calling them 
to do. We cannot afford to do that in modern Christian 
community, yet we need to hear what God is calling forth 
from each of us, from St. Johnôs and from the world.  I 
know that our culture wants to make sure that we have 
the ñbest summer everò - that we are encouraged to 
spend money on high tech gadgets, travel to the most 
beautiful places and spend what little time we have 
making sure we have a great time.  Thatôs how we are to 
spend the summer, right?   
 Instead, let us slow down, listen for God, and 
really hear what is being said - taking time to 
contemplate the voice of God captured in the sounds of 
summer . 

    ð Michele Morgan 
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Social Gathering for Families with Older Elementary 

School Aged Children  

 

This is an opportunity for families to gather, adults to talk,  
children to play and for everyone to get acquainted.  

 
Thursday, July 24th at 6:30pm at Linden Hills Park 

 (St. John's Parish Hall, if it rains.) 
 

Bring balls, Frisbees and outdoor games if the weather is good 
 and indoor games if there is rain. Please bring a dish to share with the 

group; we will provide beverages.  

 

YOUTH GROUP  

 
 

Youth Group is meeting this summer and weôre 
being fair! 

 
We have three outings this summer all with a fair 

theme.  The first is a trip to Valleyfair on Monday, July 7.  The park 
opens at 10am so we will meet at St. Johnôs at 9 am. The cost will be 
$25.  Watch for sign-ups.  Next, we will be treating the world more fairly 
by going to Feed My Starving Children on Friday, July 18.  Our time is 
from 8 - 9:30 pm and we will meet at St. Johnôs at 7pm to get organized 
and travel to Brooklyn Center.  Our last trip will be to the State Fair, the 
Great Minnesota Get Together. We will go on the first day of the fair, 
which is August 21.  Look for more details on that last outing.  If you 
have questions call Michele at 612-922-0396 or Lisa at 612-928-0165. 
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th

 Sunday Service Project  

Starting in the Fall  

for the 1
st

 - 6
th

 grades  

 
 On the fourth Sunday of the month during the school year we will be 
doing a service project based on the model set forth by Roots and Shoots.  For 
those of you who are not familiar with the program, ñRoots & Shoots provides 
kids with a framework for organizing and achieving meaningful projects that 
connect their minds, hearts and hands as they promote care and concern for 
animals, people and the planet. Youth are empowered by the Roots & Shoots 
modelðKnowledge, Compassion, Actionðwhich teaches them they are capable 
of improving the status quo. Given the overwhelming global crises we face, this 
contextual framework and genuine youth empowerment is crucial for youth to 
develop a constructive, participatory and hopeful world viewò. 
 
 The model is based on the belief that every individual matters, every 
individual has a role to play and every individual makes a difference. This core 
idea is at the root of Dr. Jane Goodall's philosophy.  Our simple yet holistic 
approach maximizes youth engagement because the interests and abilities of the 
participants drive projects. Kids are encouraged to develop projects that matter to 
them. The type of projects vary, based on age, interests and community needs, 
but the common thread across Roots & Shoots service projects is the 
methodology: 
 
 

Knowledge :    The basis of responsible action. The more a child knows 
about the community, the better he or she can decide 
what needs to be done to improve issues of concern. 

 
Compassion : The engine of your project. Compassion, concern and a 

desire to make a difference energize young people to 
tackle problems they see. 

 
Action :  The result of learning and planning. Youth-led groups take 

action through service projects that show care and 
concern for people, animals and the environment. 

 
 
Our fall schedule will be: September 28, October 26, November 23 
 
We will not do a project in December. We will evaluate and then continue 
January - May. There will be one larger project sometime in 2009.  These 
projects will involve our youth as leaders as well as some of the adults in our 
community.  If you want to know more, please call Michele at 612-922-0396. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Habitat for Humanity 

Vacation  

Bible School Summer 

2008  

 

Come join the fun and help the 
children of St Johnôs explore 
community service.  Dates for 
Vacation Bible School are June 
29, July 6,13, 20, and 27 during 
Coffee Hour.  Questions: contact 
Margaret Miller at 
crmm@mninter.net, cell - 612-636-
5877 or home - 612-822-1931 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An Open Invitation  

 
As the summer really starts to get 
going and we all try and find some 
down time, I want to offer an 
opportunity to come together and talk 
about children and youth at St. 
Johnôs.  I am more than willing to stop 
by and have a conversation about 
what is going on here and the way in 
which your child or youth will move 
through their time here at the 
church.  Please feel free to set up a 
time with me by calling St. 
Johnôs.  Also, please do not be 
surprised if I give you a call this 
summer to check in and see if you 
would like an update about the 
program.  I am looking forward to 
hearing from you and thank you in 
advance.  
  ð Michele Morgan  

mailto:crmm@mninter.net


St. Johnõs Summer Book Club 

Take This Bread: The Spiritual Memoir of a Twenty-First-Century Christian by 
Sara Miles. 
Wednesday, August 13

th
, in the Parish Hall 

 
Raised as an atheist, Sara Miles lived an enthusiastically secular life as a 
restaurant cook and writer. Then early one morning, for no earthly reason, she 
wandered into a church. ñI was certainly not interested in becoming a Christian,ò 
she writes. ñOr, as I thought of it rather less politely, a religious nut.ò But she ate a 
piece of bread, took a sip of wine, and found herself radically transformed. The 
mysterious sacrament of communion has sustained Miles ever sinceðin a faith 
sheôd scorned, in work sheôd never imagined.     
 ð from the book cover 
 
As an introduction to this fallôs theme for Adult Education and Spirituality, Faith in 
the First Person, we invite all those who want to read a good memoir this summer 
to join us for a discussion of Take This Bread, by journalist and war 
correspondent Sara Miles. Weôll discuss Milesô compelling life story and mid-life 
conversion to Christianity through her first communion experience at St. 
Gregoryôs Episcopal Church in San Francisco. 
 
Heidi Joos and Phil Rose will guide our conversation. Come for good 
conversation and cool refreshments, with others from St. Johnôs who love a good 
summer read. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caring for Our Community  

 
I hope you are enjoying your summer!  While summer often gives us the ability to 
live at a different pace and gives us some time for reflection, it is also a time to 
take stock and do some planning for the upcoming school year.   In the Vestry we 
have been having some conversation about leadership, community and 
communication.  More about all of that next month.  But for now, I invite you to 
reflect on what it means to be part of our St. Johnôs community and how we live 
out our faith, both in and out of our community.  Part of being community means 
caring about the wider body.  There are a great variety of ways to be involved at 
St. Johnôs ï from the physical activity of building houses with Habitat, to teaching 
Sunday school, to praying for those in need on our prayer chain; from working on 
buildings and grounds issues to planning worship, from baking food for Sunday 
morning fellowship to buying altar flowers.  The opportunities are many - and all 
of our ways of involvement are our way of providing Godôs light to others.  If you 
want more information on how you can be involved, please let me or any of the 
Vestry know, as well as Mariann and the rest of the staff.   
      ð Kay Kramer, Senior Warden 

A Six -Week Summer 

Smorgasbord  

Wednesdays, June 18, 25, July 2, 9, 
16, and 23.  
 
Spend an evening this summer with 
other parishioners in conversation and 
a feast for the body, mind and spirit!  
 
Weôll be using a 21-session DVD 
series entitled ñLiving the Questions.ò 
Each presentation is 20 minutes in 
length. The evenings will last from 
6:30-8:00. We will begin with a simple 
meal, view the DVD, and then discuss 
what weôve seen and heard. Some of 
the topic titles are: Taking the Bible 
Seriously; Social Justice: Realizing 
Godôs Vision; Embracing Mystery; 
Evil, Suffering, and a God of Love; 
Why Jesus is Worth Saving; The 
World Into Which Jesus Was Born; 
and several others.  Dan Vogel and 
Jay Hornbacher will facilitate the 
discussions. 
  
 
Summer is a time of growth. Come, 
grow your mind and spirit in 
community with others! 
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Adult Faith Formation 
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Adult Faith Formation                  Worship       
Sundays in the Summer  

at St. Johnôs 
 

Worship at 8, 9 and 11 a.m.  
 

On particularly warm Sundays, we 
may move worship into the air-

conditioned parish hall. 
 

There is nursery care throughout the 
summer at 9 and 11, and during the 

10 a.m. social hour for children ages 3 
and younger. Children are welcome to 

worship with their families in church 
 
 

Our summer pace is relaxed and our 
atmosphere is spacious. There is time 
on summer Sundays to greet friends 
and meet new people. While many 
are away on any given Sunday, all 
gathered will offer on our collective 

behalf the full expression of our 
communityôs witness and prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service in Celebration  

of American 

Independence  

Sunday, July 6  

 
St. Johnôs will commemorate 
American Independence with services 
that highlight the relationship between 
faith and public life. Weôll hear the 
words of great American leaders 
whose public service was influenced 
by the spiritual traditions of our nation, 
and of people of faith who chose to 
live their commitment to God in the 
public arena. Come be inspired by the 
words of Thomas Jefferson, Abraham 
Lincoln, Sojourner Truth, Martin 
Luther King, Maya Angelou and 
others. Weôll also sing from the 
tradition of American hymnody and 
spirituals. 

òGod laughs and plays.ó  

 
So writes a spiritual guide from the middle ages. Do you know this aspect of 
God? ñThose who laugh at themselves will constantly be amused.ò Do you do 
this? Join us in the chapel at 10:10 am Sunday, August 3, with John Ackerman to 
at think about laughing and delight. 

         LAUGHTER CAME FROM EVERY BRICK 
 

Just those two words He spoke 
changed my life, 

 

ñEnjoy Meò 
 

What a burden I thought I was to carry-- 
a crucifix, as did He. 

 

Love once said to me, ñI know a song, 
would you like to hear it? 

  

And laughter came from every brick in the street 
and from every pore  

in the sky. 
 

After a night of prayer, He 
changed my life when 

He sang 
ñEnjoy meò  

    ð Theresa of Avila 

Lambeth Conference  

Worldwide Gathering of Anglican Bishops, July 16 -August 3  

 

 In mid-July, bishops of the Episcopal Church and their counterparts of 
the global Anglican Communion will gather, at the invitation of Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Rowan Williams, in England. This once-a-decade gathering is not for 
legislative purposes, but rather to share common concerns and strengthen 
relationships across a global church. 
 World-wide reaction to the Episcopal Churchôs decision in 2003 to 
consecrate an openly gay bishop has dominated the news about the Lambeth 
Conference, and sadly, Bishop Gene Robinson was not invited to attend. 
  In the June edition of Harperôs Magazine, Garret Keizer wrote an article 
entitled, Turning Away from Jesus: Gay Rights and the War for the Episcopal 
Church, which gives an excellent overview of the relationship of the Episcopal 
Church to the Anglican Communion and the issues before us all. He writes, 
ñWhat might strike you as an irrelevant story about a religious dispute is in some 
ways your story, whether you are religious or not, and whether you like it or not. 
This story invites us to ask if what we see happening to the institutions we love is 
not at least partly the result of our having loved them less attentively than we 
supposed.ò   
 Copies of Keizerôs article are available at St. Johnôs, on the back table of 
the sanctuary and in the gallery.  There are also copies of the Bible Study that will 
be used daily at the Lambeth Conference, Signs on the Way, based in the gospel 
of John. Or you may go to Episcopal Church website, www.episcoalchurch.org or 
www.lambethconference.org. 
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As you decrease, they increase  

 
 

These three girls are students at St. Philippe et St. Jacques in Collin, 
Gressier, Haiti ï our partnership parish. Our parish support for their 

education last year was over $8,500. With that support, the teaching staff 
increased from 4 teachers to 8, staff salaries were increased, the number of 

students in the school increased. With additional support from our 
Christmas and Easter offerings, individual donations and memorials,  

a lunch program was launched so where there were no lunches for the 
students, lunch is now served 2-3 times a week. 

 
 Beginning the first Sunday in August through to the last Sunday in 
September, we will participate in this yearôs support for education and lunch 

at St. Philippe et St. Jacques. Any amount is welcome ï  
one year of education for one student is $100,  

one daily lunch for one student is 50 cents. 

Habitat for Humanity ð Minneapolis Summer Work Week  

August 11 -15  

Location: Como Avenue and 13th Ave. SE, near UM campus 
Volunteers are still needed, and all levels of experience are welcome!  

 
Our site is located at 13

th
 Ave SE and Como Ave in SE Minneapolis, building a five unit townhome. We 

start at 8:30 am and work until 4 pm. Lunch, snack, learning, teaching and the opportunity to work with 
other St Johnôs parishioners are just part of your reward. The real reward is the knowledge that five 
families will have a sturdy, affordable new house to make their home. 
 
Jymie Anderson has been a Habitat volunteer for several of the St Johnôs builds. Following the 2007 build weeks, she 
shared her experience: 
 

    ñYes, I have some very basic building skills, but I also have an aging body that rebels so that 
volunteering on a Habitat site causes me to wince, really wince. Last June my painting abilities got a 
workout, but it was working with Habiba Duali whose home I was in that made all the difference.  
 

    Habiba emigrated to the United States 14 years ago. She is Somali, Muslim, a wife and a mother, all of 
which made conversations with her, as we painted together, diverse and informative. Habiba had never 
painted or sanded or ñmuddedò a home, but she has lived in homes in Ethiopia, New Jersey, New York, 
Kansas and now Minnesota. She and I agreed on cooking ï we donôt like it ï but we also agreed that we 
worry about our adult sons. Her 18-year-old is fulfilling his dream of serving in the army and is in basic 
training in South Carolina. We were, however, preparing a home for her other two children, a son, 8½ and 
a daughter 2İ. Noraôs room would have pink accessories, Habibaôs and her husbandôs brown, her favorite 
color. But it was womenôs issues that drew me in, and, though we did not always agree, we did talk about 
home decorating, abortion, prayer, womenôs rights, clothing, and parenting.  
 

    When I think about my time with Habiba and Habitat, it isnôt a Habitat House but a Habitat Home for 
Habiba, her husband and her children that we were helping to complete.ò 

 
Please contact John Corlett (john.corlett@allina.com) about volunteering for the August Work Week (8/11 ï 8/15). 

 

mailto:john.corlett@allina.com
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HIROSHIMA NAGASAKI 

COMMEMORATION EVENTS

     

Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minnesota  
AUGUST 5, 6, AND 9, 2008 
 

Tuesday, August 5  
Lyndale Park Peace Garden  
Roseway Road, Minneapolis 
just west of the Rose Garden 

4:30 p.m. Ritual Walk led by 
Women in Black  
beginning at Pathway to Peace cairn at 
40

th
 and Bryant S.  

5:30 p.m. Recorder music in the 
Garden  
Arden Consort 

6:00 p.m. Tea Ceremony  
Yumimakai tea study group 
 

Wednesday, August 6  
Lyndale Park Peace Garden  
7:30 a.m. Ceremony of Cranes  
Sadako story, music 
8:15 moment of silence 

8:30 a.m. All day vigil  
crane-folding, poetry, reflection 
 

Lake Harriet Bandshell  
7:30 p.m. Concert for Peace  
Sim Glaser and the Social Action Figures 
Kairos Intergenerational Dance Theatre 
 

Saturday, August 9  
Global Harmony Labyrinth  
Como Park, St. Paul 
 

10:30 a.m. Nagasaki 
Commemoration  
Junshin chorus from Nagasaki 
11:02 moment of silence 
 
FFI: Hiroshima Nagasaki Commemoration 
Committee 
www.wilpfmn.org/hn or 
www.stpaulnagasaki.org or 952.922.0308 

 
 

 

Bread for the World  

 
Members of St. John's have committed to support an 
organization known as BREAD FOR THE WORLD-which is a 
"collective Christian voice urging our nation's decisionmakers to 
end hunger at home and abroad. By changing policies, 
programs and conditions that allow hunger and poverty to persist, we provide 
help and opportunity far beyond the communities in  
which we live. " 
  
 BREAD FOR THE WORLD communities make an offering of letters to 
Congress.  This offering of letters on behalf of alleviating poverty here and 
abroad is consistent with the Episcopal Church's Millenium Development goals. 
We will have our first meeting on July 20th at the Adult Education Hour to let the 
church know about this new effort by our church to end poverty. On July 27th 
during the adult education hour there will be an opportunity to write letters to 
Congress about specific legislation.  If you wish to know more about this new 
effort  the website for BREAD FOR THE WORLD is www.bread.org or call John 
Ackerman at 612-871-6377. We look forward to seeing you on these two 
Sundays in July. 

  
 Thanks to all who pledged and walked for the TRUST Walk/
Roll/Stroll  held on June 14th.  Above is the St. Johnôs Whirlwind 
Team: (left to right - Don Hawkinson, Dianne Pizey and Eden (the 
dog), Joannie Hawkinson, John Corlett and Mary Corlett.  All had a 
good time for a great cause - keeping seniors healthy and in their 
homes.  

 

http://www.wilpfmn.org/hn
http://www.stpaulnagasaki.org/
http://www.bread.org

