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St. John's Mission StatementVe celebrate the gift of Christian community and welcome all, without distinction,
to share the joy and pain of life's passages. We commit ourselves to personal and spiritual matwitignbbth innovative and tra
worship, the healthy nurturing of children, and reaching out beyond the Church, seeking Christ in all persons.

Wel c ome to Sttoanable pupésed benhng Jesusd ambagsgsa
September, and welcome back to sorely in need of reconciliation and hope. So as you read
all who have journeyed far and and consider your part, listen to your heart and remember
near this summer. | know you join that who you are to God is far more important than what
me in thanking those who tended you do.
to the ministries and worship of The theme for this year|ps
St. Johnds whi | eoffenings ig Faittein the Firsv Beyson. The range of topics
| am especially grateful to the is broad, but whatever the topic, we want people to speak
phenomenal c | erd&MichetefMor§an, . Heidi o lon&s from their hearts. Frlom
Joos, and John Bellaimeyd who preached wonderful book for the congregation to read together, a memoir of
sermons all summer long. someone whose faith has made a difference in the world.

September is a transition month, as summer In this First Person year, | wonder if some of you
rituals give way to the routines of fall. It always feels like a would be interested in joining me in engaging the first
new year, and not just for those returning to school. person of Christianity. | intend to read the four gospel
Church is no exception. Many | have spoken with this accounts of Jesusd Mark, Matthew, Luke, and John,

summer have indicated a desire to renew their spiritual life s| owl y and prayerfully in {he
and commitment to St. J o h n tyst, pleake les mefkrmow by,phorse mrcemalil. | camsaggestr [a g e
you in that endeavor. Many at church are working hard to ways to get started. The gospels are not long; nor are

make this fall a good beginning in all areas of ministry. But t hey di f fi cul t. | f youbve nev

remember that the spiritualchlhinte itsondheasroméedbuagd wor ddd
to an already busy life, but rather a way of life that informs closest sources we have. And if you are well familiar with
all that we are and do. these texts, consi der this] an

In these pages you will find descriptions of a vast words speak to you where you are now, and in the words
array of opportunities to deepen your relationship with of Marcus Borg, meet him again for the first time. When |
God and participate in the ministries that God has hear from all who are intefes
entrusted to St. Johnodés. Whastayiwteuchdaod share whahwerdiscoverialsout desus,nj|t
help us all grow in faith and be part of a community called and ourselves. d Mariann Edgar Budde




Children and Youth Ministry

Welcome Sunday, September 7

Sunday School for all ages begins on Sunday, September 7 with an opportunity
to come down to the classroom, meet the teachers and ask questions of our new
Children, Youth and Family Minister, Bill Peterson. There will also be an
opportunity to meet your childrenods
during Sunday school.

Godly Play Our 375 year olds will be divided into two appropriate age cohorts.
The children will spend time learning about our core scripture stories and ways to
tell and live the stories of our faith. On the fourth Sunday of each month the
children will have an opportunity for a movement class where they will work with
stories through dance.

Seasons of the Spirit  will be in two classes: A K-1st grade class and a 2nd-3rd
grade class. We will continue with a lectionary-based resource that invites
children to engage in the scriptures and their imagination.

Life/Work/PIax as a Prayer This is a new curriculum that is an opportunity for
our 4™ and 5™ graders to view their lives through reflection and prayer. This will
be a chance for the children to write prayers as a group that are relevant to their
lives. A prayer for filling the backpack, a prayer to get to the bus/car/carpool in
ti me wil| be some of the ways that a
looked at anew.

Crossing: Godo6s JQuusl and y" gwsilets hwill beslooking at
the journey as Christians that is our
alone and it will be a place to walk with our peers as we move deeper into our life
together.

Journey to Adulthood ~ Our 8™ and 9™ graders will make plans and explore the
notion of pilgrimage. It is not just the destination it is the journey that holds center
court in the time that this group is spending together. There is also the desire to
explore the notion of the rights and responsibilities that going on pilgrimage
brings.

Young Adults in the Church is an opportunity for our senior high students to get
together, check in, talk about issues that they face and filter those issues through
a community lens. It is a chance to show up, connect with long-time friends and
adult mentors, and walk the journey from teenager to young adult.

YOUTH GROUP
Youth Group will be starting up September 7th from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm. We will
have a gathering time and hang out for both Senior High and Junior High school
students. The groups will then split up for different activities. Youth group is for
Seventh Grade (7th) and up in the fall and will meet on the first and the third
Sundays of the month. On months where there is a fifth Sunday we will be doing
a service project. Please come to start the year off right and get a chance to
spend time with Bill, our new Children, YOUTH, and family minister, along with
familiar faces of Lisa, Cathy, John, Steve and Michele.

y oSemiqy Warden, Kag Kranwer | i f e
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Children and Youth Minis

St . Johnos
Bill Peterson

By the time you read this | will have officially begun my duties
as St. John's new Minister for Children, Youth and Families.
As | write this | am finishing up a summer of study, travel,
building in Alabama and some house remodeling. All of it has
been done with an overtone of expectation, excitement and enthusiastic
nervousness as | look toward the opportunity to begin work with this wonderful
community.

| am not a stranger to St. John's. Em and | have been members about 8 years. |
have been involved as a LEM, with adult education, helping with liturgy planning
and assisting the building campaign. The advantage of knowing the community
and many of you is that | can hit the ground running with many relationships
already established and a strong sense of what St. John's does well. The
disadvantage is that it might be easy to assume | know more than | do. Don't be
afraid to treat me as a newcomer, to introduce yourselves, (again) and to explain,
(again) who you are and what you do.

Another challenge is the transition from being a member/volunteer to being paid
staff. This involves both changed responsibilities and increased commitments. |
am firmly committed to working on behalf of this community to the best of my
ability, doing ministry with and for you with passion, compassion and sincerity
and holding your confidences and supporting your dreams. | pledge to keep all of
you in my thoughts and prayers. | hope you will do the same for me.

| am blessed to be building on the creative and sensitive work of Michele Morgan
who has done an exceptional job as our interim. She and | will work side by side
until the end of September and are pledged to making the transition as smooth as
possible. | am so grateful for her leadership and prayerfully hope to live up to
her high standards of ministering with honesty and integrity.

As we begin our work together if you have questions, comments or concerns
please feel free to contact me. My home number is 612-728-0030, cell is 612-
325-3667, office is 612-922-0396 and email is bill@stjohns-mpls.org.

In Christ, Bill

Among the transitions of September, we welcome Bill Peterson as our
Minister of Children, Youth, and Families. In some ways, Bill needs no
introduction to most of wus at St.
years. Yet this is a new role for him, and a significant one for both him and for St.
Johnds. Please join in offering him
encouragement.

We are blessed beyond words that the Rev. Michele Morgan will stay on
in her role as Interim Minister for the month of September, to ensure a smooth
transition during
give thanks for Michel ebs
calling her with our prayers and gratitude.

ministry

d Mariann Edgar Budde

Wel c omes

Johnos, f or h e

support,

this important ti me.
among us,

A Celebration of Michele
Morgands Mini st
As the Interim Minister
for Children, Youth &
Families

All-Parish Party on
Saturday, September 27
4:00-7:00 p.m.
Place to be announced

There will be supervised play for
children and ice cream for all.
Please bring, if you are able,

something to share for a common
meal.

Sunday Send -Off and Prayers of
Blessing
At the 8, 9, and 11 a.m. services
The Rev. Michele Morgan, preaching.

Please join in a celebration of
Mi chel eds ministry e
blessing and thanks as she completes
her work as St. John
for Children, Youth, & Families.

prayers,

At the end of

send

Septer
her



mailto:bill@stjohns-mpls.org

Music Ministry

All Welcome to Sing! Music @ St. Jeooads 2008

A wonderful group of children and
adults sing in the choirs at St. John's
from September through May. These Tuesday, September 9 at 6:30 pm
choirs are currently divided into four
age groups. The youngest choir is
comprised of pre-school & Wednesday, September 10 at 7:30 pm  Adult Choir
kindergarten age voices. The next

choir is made up of 1%, 2", 3™

graders. Next up, is a 4™ through 8™

grade choir, new for the 2008-2009

Starting:

Wednesday, September 10 starting at

season. Finally, there is an adult CHI LDRENOS CHOI RS
choir, open to high school and older.
All of these choirs practice on All Childrends Choi r-8timpseachi ci pate in
Wednesdays beginning September month and also prepare and participate in the December 20"
10", 2008. Christmas Pageant. Music is presented in a fun, child-friendly |
format and everyone pre-school age through eighth grade is
BeginningSeptembeerh, 2008, the wel come! Childrends music be
St. John's guitar group gathers to family supper in the Parish Hall at 5:30pm. Following the meal, ! .
learn and play songs together. This choirs, grouped according to age, meet at the following times l’

group meets on Tuesdays at 6:30
p.m. and is open to all ages and
ability. If you play guitar, or just like
hanging with guitar players, and would
like to be part of an open, casual, and
educational ensemble, check out
what's cookin' on Tuesday's at St.
John's.

Preschool age-kindergarten Wed 6:00-6:25 pm
1%t 2™ and 3" grade Wed 6:30-6:55 pm
4"-8" grade Wed 7:00-7:25 pm " .

For more information about St. John's
music program, contact Chad Smith at
612.922.7873, ext. 14.

* Parents are welcome to get involved and help with the family meal and
rehearsals. Contact Melissa Pederson, Margaret Miller or Chad Smith.

‘h ADULT CHOIR

A choir of mixed voices, open to male and female singers high-school age and
older, the St. Johnés adult choir will 1
selections to sing at the 9:00 and 11:00 am Sunday services and Christmas Eve.

Wednesday 7:30-9:00 pm




Music Ministry

CANTORS
For 9:00 and 11:00 am
Sunday Services Date Set for
o _ _ Christmas Pageant
Lead the congregation in song for Sunday Worship. Open to voices and
instruments. The ability to read musical notation is helpful. Contact Chad Smith if

interested: chad@stjohns-mpls.org Christmas Pageant

9:00 am service 11:00 am service SR, DECEm e 20
meet to prepare service music meet to prepare service music at 4:00 pm
on Sunday 8-8:30 am on Sunday 10-10:30 am

The 2008 Christmas Pageant will be
on the afternoon of Saturday,
December 20 at 4:00 pm. A light
supper will follow the pageant.
Children will prepare songs during
Wednesday night choir practices.
GUITAR GROUP
A.K.A Tuesday Night Music Club

Children ages 3-13 can patrticipate.
A.K.A. The Episco-palz

Parents can help by sewing
costumes, providing snacks or helping
to organize children during rehearsals.

Watch for opportunities to sign-up as
the date approaches.

This fun and energetic group of guitarists will explore popular music, hymns for
worship and prepare a list of U2 songs for an upcoming special U2charist
service.

Tuesday 6:30-8:30 pm

FAMILY ORCHESTRA
This orchestra is open to all instrumentalists of all ages. Musical families
wel come! The St. Johndés Family Orchest ri s
presented at the Christmas Pageant, Saturday December 20" and Christmas
Eve. Additional performance opportunities may be included according to interest.

Rehearsal times to be announced at a future date.

SOLOISTS & ENSEMBLES
Please consider sharing your musical gifts during worship services. You may
wish to bring your gifts to St. Johnos S
Contact Chad Smith: chad@stjohns-mpls.org

Rehearsal time will be arranged




Adult Faith Formation

Adult Spirituality and Faith: 2008 -09
Faith in the First Person

9 The only faith that matters is the faith that we |
focus is Faith in the First Persond how a committed life of faith and love makes a difference in the world.

@ We 61 | |l earn from people whose adventures fill the
< @ in the pews. Wedll consider how the desire to knov
well beyond our comfortd and what we learn there. From spiritual practices to politics; from engaging
our children to helping to save the pl BvedeThrouwgaid | | h
all, weol | ask, where in the midst of who we are &

and sustains us, and leads us to God? Where in and among us is the presence of the living Christ?

Sunday Forum

September 7 &14 Why Teaching Religion is More Interesting These Days The Rev. John Bellaimey

John Bell aimey, who for over 15 years has | ed Chil dr end solré@ligianmate | ¢
Breck School. In this two week series, John muses on generational differences, spirituality if not religion, and the spiritual lives of

teenagers.

September 21 & 28 Reaching Out in Love Members of St.
What happens to us when we travel to places of extreme poverty and also great hope? How does working on behalf of others deepen our
sense of partnership with God? Hear the experiences of St. 1Rtshnos

those who traveled to Haiti in April to visit our partner congregation will tell their stories. On the 28th, those who worked on a Habitat for
Humanity house in Alabama this summer will do the same.

October 5, 12, 19, 26 Prophetic Voices, Biblical and Contemporary Jay Hornbacher, Phil Rose and

the Mends Bible
There are no stronger personalities than those of the biblical prophet. They were persons of deep, passionate faith with the ability to speak
the truth that everyone knows but no one wants to hear. They were change-agents, voices of challenge to the powerful and comfort to the
downtrodden. I'n a month where much attention will focuestosaynang!| ect o
consider prophetic voices of our own time.

November 2 Meet Kerwin Delicat Our Partner Priest in Haiti

Kerwin Delicat, the priest of St. Phillipe-St Jacques, our partner congregation in Haiti and 7 other congregations in Haiti, will be our guest
preacher and forum speaker. Educated in Paris, Kerwin felt a deep call to return to his people in Haiti. Out of his deep faith in God and
love for his country, Kerwin will speak to us of life and ministry in Leogane, and how our partnership is improving the lives of the families
served by the congregation and school we support.

November 9 & 16 Becoming Part of the Environmental Solution Doug Mensing

Wedre all acutely awar e dadndthahneeans yoe ahd nmied to changenthenwayls we advgrsely affect the planet

upon which all life depends. But how to do this in ways that make a difference? Come and hear Doug Mensing, Senior Ecologist of Applied
Ecological Service, Inc.. talk about sustainabilityd how we can make environmentally sound I ife
rainwater management in urban areas, and he cares a lot about our food choices as well. Doug and his children, Griffin and Eva, are
members of St. Johnoés.

November 23 Consecration Sunday
A day to celebrate the ministry of St. Johnés and to renegatiomur me
There will be a special brunch after the 9 and 11 a.m. services. No Forum or Sunday School.

November 30 Advent Wreath Making
Begin the season of Advent by making an Advent candle wreath in the parish hall to mark each day of this season of darkness and light.
All ages welcome.

December 7,14,21  Light Shining in Darkness Heidi Joos
As we prepare for the celebration of Christés birth, wteidilldos, pieshder
and psychiatrist, will be our guide through the ways we can know the Light of Christ shining in our darkest places.

December 28 Christmas Break
No Forum or Christian Education Classes




Adult Faith Formatic

Education for Ministry Ongoing Small Groups:
(EFM)

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
Wednesdays beginning October 1

If you are looking for a small group 12:00-1:00 in the Library

opportunity that combines in-depth
Bible study and spiritual reflection,
consider Education for Ministry, or
EFM. Led by mentors trained at the
School of Theology at the University
of the South, EFM gathers people into
small groups that meet weekly for
study, reflection, and prayer.

This group gathers weekly to study, ponder and discuss the Bible. Our focus this
year will be on the Sunday gospels and how they apply to us today. All are
welcome. Facilitated by Becky Wright. Please contact Becky with questions at
612-825-5053 or wrightmn@comcast.net.

There are a number of EFM
opportunities at and near St . Johnods:

St John's EFM group will begin again
in late September. Anyone interested
in the group should contact Catherine
Bergeron 651-263-3840 or
catherine.bergeron@yahoo.com as
soon as possible, as the group

members will decide on the meeting Exploring Membership at St. Johnd
day and time for the year. September 21, 28 & October 5
First and third gatherings held on Sunday mornings during the Christian
Catherine also mentors a group in Education Hour (10:10) in the Chapel.
Eagan, meeting at Saints Martha and Second session held on Sunday evening (5:30-8:00 p.m.) over dinner in a
Mary on Tuesday evenings. Contact member 6s home

her if you are interested in that group.
The class will be repeated October 26, November 2 & 9, and regularly throughout
Chris Howard is a newly-trained the year.
mentor who will join the leadership
team for a multi-parish, multi-year
group that meets at St. James-on-the-
Parkway Episcopal Church. It meets
on Thursday evenings from
September through May. For more

A three-week class on the nature of membership in spiritual community, the

Epi scopal Church in general, and St. Jol
sessions are on Sunday morning during the education hour, led by lay leaders.

The second session, over a dinner meal, occurs on late Sunday afternoon and is

led by both clergy and lay leaders. After each three-week class, there is a

information, please contact Chris at wel coming liturgy on Sunday morning for
choward@binderlaw.com, or 952- Participants may be confirmed or received into the Episcopal Church on the
92901468 The St. James EEM is a occasion of the Bishopds visit or at r ef(

lively, loving group environment that
will both nurture and stretch any
participant.

Session One: Who are we and where do we come from, personally and
spiritually?

) ) Session Two: Joining Christian Community as a Spiritual Journey.
The Rev. George Martin, a retired The Episcopal Church in general and St.
Episcopal priest, will start two EFM
groups at St. St eph edsdoh ThRe®: Pdints 8fRiry: ways to connect and share your gifts for ministry.
Church in Edina, welcoming people
from a variety of churches.
Information on this offering may be
found at http://web.mac.com/
georgemartinl or by calling George at
651-216-2329.



mailto:catherine.bergeron@yahoo.com
mailto:choward@binderlaw.com
http://web.mac.com/georgemartin1
http://web.mac.com/georgemartin1

Justice & Peace

Habitat for Humanity Work Week in Alabama
Why would 28 people ages 8-77 from the north venture to coastal Alabama in August and help build a house for someone
they have never met? Because they can... and because it just might be the most meaningful and purposeful sweat-filled
week they could hope for.

We left August 2 for our 25-hour bus ride to Foley, Alabama. While in Foley, we enjoyed the spacious hospitality of St.
Paul's Episcopal Church, showered at the local "Y", and were treated to gourmet meals provided by our in-house kitchen
staff. But mostly we worked... and sweated... worked... sweated... worked... until by the end of the week we had a standing
3-bedroom house with a roof, windows, doors, interior walls, electrical, plumbing and heating roughed in, and the beginnings
of sheetrocked walls. All this accomplished by a group that was both young (40% under 19 years old) and female (60%) and
relatively inexperienced (65% were on their first trip.) But we learned, we stayed focused and we drank a lot of water and
Gatorade.

Thank you to all who participated and a special thanks to all the support from St. John's for this exceptional opportunity.
Costs of the trip are covered by fees and fundraising. Thanks to your generosity we donated $10,000 to the Baldwin County
Habitat for Humanity affiliate.

Now that we have worked in the two hottest months of the year (July in 2007 and August this year) there is some talk that
Christmas vacation might be a possibility (with it's balmy 50 degree days!). | guess we would have to replace Gatorade with
hot chocolate. We will keep you posted.

Join us Sunday, September 28th at the Adult Forum for slides and stories from this year's trip.

On behalf of 27 of the hardest working people | know, Bill Peterson

The following was published in the August Baldwin County Habitat for
Humanity Newsletter:

Thank you to our friends at St. John's Episcopal Church, Minneapolis,
MNI!

What an incredible week we had with this amazing crew. The house was
framed, wired and ready for inspection by Thursday, despite the
excessive temperatures and extra work created by the new, more
stringent framing codes. By Friday noon they had the metal roofing
complete and several rooms had been insulated.

After feeding everyone a great lunch, they presented Baldwin County
Habitat for Humanity with a check for $10,000 dollars! Thank you, St.
John's, for your generous donation and a wonderful week of food,
fellowship and hard work! Looking forward to seeing you again next
year!




Justice & Pea

Time to Believe Conversations
fBehold! | am doing a new thing. It springs forth; do you not perceive it? | am
making a way in the desert Ilsaand3:19t r eams

In the spirit of the prophet Isaiah, the ISAIAH core team has a proposal and an
invitation for St. Johnds. We propose
conversations throughout our community to share experiences of hope and
transformation, and that in October, we travel to St. Paul for Time to Believe , a
metro-wide revival, to renew our spirits for the journey to come.

Time to Believe C ommunity Conversations :*
Sunday, September 21, 12:15-1:45pm, lunch and childcare provided
Thursday, September 25, 7:00-8:30pm, refreshments and childcare provided

* Just come once T the same conversation is offered twice so more people can attend.

Time to Believe conversations will link scripture, our personal experiences in
hearing God's call, and our desire for transformation in and around us. How does
Gododés call move us onward toward spiri
community? How do we respond to the call for justice in the world? A real call is
rarely easy € so what gets in the way,
another for this journey, so we hope you can join us at one of these Time to

Believe conversations.

The vestry and other
your eyes open for these opportunities!

groups wil/l parti

Time to Believe
October 12", 2008, 3:00-5:30 St. Paul River Center

Wedre havino a r e®fowthdudand Peoplednil gatherenrSt. 1 2
Paul to sing, pray, listen and believe! ISAIAH congregations will gather with
public officials and other organizations to celebrate the growing transformative
movement. A400-voi ce choir (including some
song. Time to Believe conversations will help set the stage for the event,
connecting us to one another for an enlivening journey. Mark the date, and look
for more information later in the month!

St

Questions? Talk with anyone on the ISAIAH core team: Michelle Dibblee, Phil
Rose, Georgia Steele or Dan Vogel.

What can YOU do to
relieve extreme poverty
in the world?

You can support our Haiti partnership
at St. Philippe et St. Jacques by
donating to the 2™ annual partnership
fundraiser. Relieving extreme poverty
is the first Millennium Development
Goal that we as an Episcopal
community are committed to.

Poverty is manifested in Haiti by
illiteracy and hunger and our
partnership is committed to
addressing both by making donations
for the education of the children and a
lunch program to feed them while they
are learning. Achieving universal
primary education is the second MDG!

One hundred dollars will pay for a
chil dbés annual
That 6s $1. 00 a
lunch! Donations for a day, a week, a
year are all welcome and needed.
Donations may be placed in the
offering during a service or given at
the table in the gallery staffed by the
Haiti Committee at 10:00am each
Sunday in August and September.
Your donation is tax deductible.

Let us feed the minds and bodies of
these children who are the hope of
Haiti and the hope for a better kind of
world for all of us.

al

tui ti
day
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