
        Welcome to St. Johnôs in 
September, and welcome back to 
all who have journeyed far and 
near this summer. I know you join 
me in thanking those who tended 
to the ministries and worship of 
St. Johnôs while many were away. 
I am especially grateful to the 

phenomenal clergy of St. JohnôsðMichele Morgan, Heidi 
Joos, and John Bellaimeyðwho preached wonderful 
sermons all summer long. 

September is a transition month, as summer 
rituals give way to the routines of fall. It always feels like a 
new year, and not just for those returning to school. 
Church is no exception. Many I have spoken with this 
summer have indicated a desire to renew their spiritual life 
and commitment to St. Johnôs this fall, and I encourage 
you in that endeavor. Many at church are working hard to 
make this fall a good beginning in all areas of ministry. But 
remember that the spiritual life isnôt something to add on 
to an already busy life, but rather a way of life that informs 
all that we are and do. 

In these pages you will find descriptions of a vast 
array of opportunities to deepen your relationship with 
God and participate in the ministries that God has 
entrusted to St. Johnôs. What we do at church is meant to 
help us all grow in faith and be part of a community called 

to a noble purposeðbeing Jesusô ambassadors in a world 
sorely in need of reconciliation and hope. So as you read 
and consider your part, listen to your heart and remember 
that who you are to God is far more important than what 
you do. 

The theme for this yearôs spiritual and educational 
offerings is Faith in the First Person. The range of topics 
is broad, but whatever the topic, we want people to speak 
to us from their hearts. From time to time, weôll suggest a 
book for the congregation to read together, a memoir of 
someone whose faith has made a difference in the world. 

In this First Person year, I wonder if some of you 
would be interested in joining me in engaging the first 
person of Christianity. I intend to read the four gospel 
accounts of JesusðMark, Matthew, Luke, and John, 
slowly and prayerfully in the coming year. If youôd like to 
try it, please let me know by phone or email. I can suggest 
ways to get started. The gospels are not long; nor are 
they difficult. If youôve never read the gospels, this is a 
chance to hear Jesusô words and teachings from the 
closest sources we have. And if you are well familiar with 
these texts, consider this an opportunity to hear Jesusô 
words speak to you where you are now, and in the words 
of Marcus Borg, meet him again for the first time. When I 
hear from all who are interested, Iôll propose ways for us 
to stay in touch and share what we discover about Jesus, 
and ourselves.   ð Mariann Edgar Budde 
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YOUTH GROUP  

Youth Group will be starting up September 7th from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm.  We will 
have a gathering time and hang out for both Senior High and Junior High school 
students.   The groups will then split up for different activities.  Youth group is for 

Seventh Grade (7th) and up in the fall and will meet on the first and the third 
Sundays of the month.  On months where there is a fifth Sunday we will be doing 

a service project.  Please come to start the year off right and get a chance to 
spend time with Bill, our new Children, YOUTH, and family minister, along with 

familiar faces of Lisa, Cathy, John, Steve and Michele.  

Welcome Sunday, September 7  

 
Sunday School for all ages begins on Sunday, September 7 with an opportunity 
to come down to the classroom, meet the teachers and ask questions of our new 
Children, Youth and Family Minister, Bill Peterson.  There will also be an 
opportunity to meet your childrenôs teachers and to see what we will be doing 
during Sunday school. 
 
Godly Play   Our 3 ï5 year olds  will be divided into two appropriate age cohorts. 
The children will spend time learning about our core scripture stories and ways to 
tell and live the stories of our faith.  On the fourth Sunday of each month the 
children will have an opportunity for a movement class where they will work with 
stories through dance. 
 
Seasons of the Spirit will be in two classes: A K-1st grade class and a 2nd-3rd 
grade  class.  We will continue with a lectionary-based resource that invites 
children to engage in the scriptures and their imagination.   
 
Life/Work/Play as a Prayer   This is a new curriculum that is an opportunity for 
our 4

th
 and 5

th
 graders  to view their lives through reflection and prayer.   This will 

be a chance for the children to write prayers as a group that are relevant to their 
lives.  A prayer for filling the backpack, a prayer to get to the bus/car/carpool in 
time will be some of the ways that a young personôs life will be broken open and 
looked at anew. 
 
Crossing: Godôs Journey With Us  Our 6

th
 and 7

th
 graders  will be looking at 

the journey as Christians that is our life in God.  It is a journey that we donôt take 
alone and it will be a place to walk with our peers as we move deeper into our life 
together. 
 
Journey to Adulthood  Our 8

th
 and 9

th
 graders  will make plans and explore the 

notion of pilgrimage.  It is not just the destination it is the journey that holds center 
court in the time that this group is spending together.  There is also the desire to 
explore the notion of the rights and responsibilities that going on pilgrimage 
brings. 
 
Young Adults in the Church is an opportunity for our senior high students to get 
together, check in, talk about issues that they face and filter those issues through 
a community lens.  It is a chance to show up, connect with long-time friends and 
adult mentors, and walk the journey from teenager to young adult. 
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Children and Youth Ministry 
 

St. Johnõs Welcomes 

 Bill Peterson  

 

By the time you read this I will have officially begun my duties 
as St. John's new Minister for Children, Youth and Families.  
As I write this I am finishing up a summer of study, travel, 
building in Alabama and some house remodeling.  All of it has 

been done with an overtone of expectation, excitement and enthusiastic 
nervousness as I look toward the opportunity to begin work with this wonderful 
community. 
 
I am not a stranger to St. John's.  Em and I have been members about 8 years.  I 
have been involved as a LEM, with adult education, helping with liturgy planning 
and assisting the building campaign.  The advantage of knowing the community 
and many of you is that I can hit the ground running with many relationships 
already established and a strong sense of what St. John's does well.  The 
disadvantage is that it might be easy to assume I know more than I do.  Don't be 
afraid to treat me as a newcomer, to introduce yourselves, (again) and to explain, 
(again) who you are and what you do. 
 
Another challenge is the transition from being a member/volunteer to being paid 
staff.  This involves both changed responsibilities and increased commitments.  I 
am firmly committed to working on behalf of this community to the best of my 
ability, doing ministry with and for you with passion, compassion and sincerity 
and holding your confidences and supporting your dreams.  I pledge to keep all of 
you in my thoughts and prayers.  I hope you will do the same for me. 
 
I am blessed to be building on the creative and sensitive work of Michele Morgan 
who has done an exceptional job as our interim.  She and I will work side by side 
until the end of September and are pledged to making the transition as smooth as 
possible.  I am so grateful for her leadership and  prayerfully hope to live up to 
her high standards of ministering with honesty and integrity. 
 
As we begin our work together if you have questions, comments or concerns 
please feel free to contact me.  My home number is 612-728-0030, cell is 612-
325-3667, office is 612-922-0396 and email is bill@stjohns-mpls.org.  
In Christ, Bill  

 

A Celebration of Michele 

Morganõs Ministry 

As the Interim Minister 

for Children, Youth & 

Families  

 
 

All -Parish Party on  
Saturday, September 27  

4:00-7:00 p.m. 
Place to be announced 

 
 There will be supervised play for 

children and ice cream for all. 
Please bring, if you are able, 

something to share for a common 
meal. 

 
 
 

Sunday Send -Off and Prayers of 
Blessing  

At the 8, 9, and 11 a.m. services 
The Rev. Michele Morgan, preaching. 

 
Please join in a celebration of 

Micheleôs ministry and in prayers of 
blessing and thanks as she completes 
her work as St. Johnôs Interim Minister 

for Children, Youth, & Families. 

 
Among the transitions of September, we welcome Bill Peterson as our 

Minister of Children, Youth, and Families. In some ways, Bill needs no 
introduction to most of us at St. Johnôs, for he has been a member here for eight 
years. Yet this is a new role for him, and a significant one for both him and for St. 
Johnôs. Please join in offering him support, prayers, and words of 
encouragement. 
 We are blessed beyond words that the Rev. Michele Morgan will stay on 
in her role as Interim Minister for the month of September, to ensure a smooth 
transition during this important time. At the end of September, weôll celebrate and 
give thanks for Micheleôs ministry among us, and send her off to where God is 
calling her with our prayers and gratitude. 
      ð Mariann Edgar Budde 

mailto:bill@stjohns-mpls.org


 

Music @ St. Johnõs 2008-2009  

 
Starting: 

  

Tuesday, September 9 at 6:30 pm    St. Johnôs Guitar Group  
      

Wednesday, September 10 starting at 5:30 pm    Childrenôs Choirs  
      

Wednesday, September 10 at 7:30 pm     Adult Choir  
 
 

 
 

CHILDRENôS CHOIRS 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Parents are welcome to get involved and help with the family meal and 
rehearsals. Contact Melissa Pederson, Margaret Miller or Chad Smith. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

All Welcome to Sing!  

 

A wonderful group of children and 

adults sing in the choirs at St. John's 

from September through May. These 

choirs are currently divided into four 

age groups. The youngest choir is 

comprised of pre-school & 

kindergarten age voices. The next 

choir is made up of 1
st
, 2

nd
, 3

rd
 

graders. Next up, is a 4
th
 through 8

th
 

grade choir, new for the 2008-2009 

season. Finally, there is an adult 

choir, open to high school and older. 

All of these choirs practice on 

Wednesdays beginning September 

10
th
, 2008. 

 

Beginning September 9
th
, 2008, the 

St. John's guitar group gathers to 

learn and play songs together. This 

group meets on Tuesdays at 6:30 

p.m. and is open to all ages and 

ability. If you play guitar, or just like 

hanging with guitar players, and would 

like to be part of an open, casual, and 

educational ensemble, check out 

what's cookin' on Tuesday's at St. 

John's. 

 

For more information about St. John's 

music program, contact Chad Smith at 

612.922.7873, ext. 14. 
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Music Ministry 

 

 
 Preschool age-kindergarten Wed 6:00-6:25 pm 

 1
st, 

2
nd

, and 3
rd

 grade  Wed 6:30-6:55 pm 

 4
th
-8

th
 grade   Wed 7:00-7:25 pm 

ADULT CHOIR 
 

A choir of mixed voices, open to male and female singers high-school age and 
older, the St. Johnôs adult choir will meet Wednesdays to prepare a variety of 
selections to sing at the 9:00 and 11:00 am Sunday services and Christmas Eve. 
 

Wednesday 7:30-9:00 pm 

All Childrenôs Choirs participate in worship 1-2 times each 
month and also prepare and participate in the December 20

th
 

Christmas Pageant. Music is presented in a fun, child-friendly 
format and everyone pre-school age through eighth grade is 
welcome! Childrenôs music begins every Wednesday with a 
family supper in the Parish Hall at 5:30pm. Following the meal, 
choirs, grouped according to age, meet at the following times 

 


