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As we come to
February, most of us
know we will celebrate
Val entineds
many are as mindful
that we will also begin
the season of Lent.

Greg Kronz
Reaigl

Lent is a wonderful and
challenging season in
the church calendar that serves as a
reminder 8 in fact, more than one reminder!

The forty days of Lent bring to mind the 40
days that Jesus spent in the desert fasting
and praying, ending with the three
temptations. But the "40 days" also harkens
back to the 40 years that the lIsraelites
wandered in the wilderness in between their
being freed from bondage in Egypt by the
Lord until they entered the Promised Land.
Forty years being guided by a "pillar of
cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by night";
forty years of "wandering" when God
provided for their needs: food, water, "their
shoes did not wear out, and neither their
clothing"; when they, too, were tempted.

During the season of Lent this year, my
sermon series will focus on the book of
Colossians, one of the letters Paul wrote
from prison (another wilderness of sorts). In
the second century BC, Colossae was a
very prominent city that would, by the time
of Paul, lose its prominence to two cities
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close by, Laodicia and Hieriopolos. At least,
in part, it lost its position due to a series of
earthquakes in that region and the
Ddgtgri,oratignuot therp 'I(Eings (reminding us
of the need for "a firm foundation").
When Paul wrote his letter, there was a
heresy filtering into the church at Colossae;
it became known as simply "The Colossian
Heresy." Scholars debate the exact nature
of the heresy, but what was clear was that
the heresy (as Paul writes) seemed to be
based in "the philosophy and deceit of
men." A different kind of wilderness plagues
us in our day. There are many
"philosophies" and "deceits" and we, like the
Israelites in the wilderness, need God's
guidance and provision, the pillars of cloud
and fire, the food (the Word) and the water
(the Holy Spirit").

We are constantly exposed to the
"philosophies and deceits of men" by the
media and by unbelieving friends who freely
share their philosophy of life with us. Our
young people attending universities
sometimes have to contend with agnostic
and atheistic professors who seem
convincing about their philosophy of life
(usually focused on the material world,;
science devoid of any faith, and modern
spins on morality and "how we should live").
| am so aware of this because of a
conversation | had with a clergy friend.
While visiting his nephew, the young man
stated flat out (because of the teaching he
was receiving at his university), "This is all
there is; there is no heaven, no afterlife, no
God".

Studying the book of Colossians during
Lent will hopefully continue to help you build
on "the firm foundation" of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, the Word of God. Further,
being in worship will help you to not be
swayed by the "spirit of the age," by the
"philosophy and deceit of men," but relying
on God's Holy Spirit to empower you,

enable you, secure you to deal with
whatever comes your way day by day, week
by week. Do not minimize the exposure that
you constantly face dealing with the values
of the world; a "spiritual wilderness" in many
ways. We spend very limited time in
worship together, and individually spend
limited time daily in His Word and in prayer.
When you take a look at the difference in
the amount of time, it becomes very evident
that we need to be in worship weekKly;
spending time with the Lord in His Word, in
prayer daily, and relying also on the support
of other believers in Sunday School and/or
small group Bible study.

And here is another reminder of His
availability and presence every day as we
seek Him. | read this at our Annual Meeting,
and received several requests for copies.
So, | will provide this to you now, and invite
you to reflect on this and pray it every day
during Lent to remind you that He is there if
we but seek Him, to help us through the
"wilderness" that we face in this world.

Godds Hands

Today is in God's hands and so are you.
His hands are strong and will uphold you.
His hands are great and will enfold you.

His hands are gentle and will embrace you.
His hands are protective and will cover you.
His hands are reassuring and will quiet you.
His hands are powerful and will defend you.
His hands are parental and will train you.
His hands are masterful and will conform
you.

His hands are compassionate and will care
for you.

His hands are healing and will renew you.
His hands are calming and will comfort you.
His hands are giving and will bless you.

The hands that hold you will never let you
down.

Love in Christ,
Greg Kronz

To worship and serve the Lord

and the world.
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To grow spiritually in the knowledge and love of Christ in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit

To share our faith, our hands and our hearts, for the sake of the gospel, our community,
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Church Mouse

The Board of Directors are
pleased to announce that
$92,000 was given in December to
International Missions and local charitable
and nonprofit groups. In addition, $23,000
in pass thru of useable goods to partnering
groups and organizations were distributed
in 2011.

Give The Gift of Thrifto your Valentine. We
are promoting gift certificates for $25, $50,
$75 or $100 for the Church Mouse on pretty
cards. A great gift with a bouquet of flowers
for your sweetheart.Some apparel 50% off
NOW. As of Feb21 all apparel (boutique
too) 50% off.New (used) furniture and other
items on the shop floor.

Cleaning out your home? Call us for a pick
up of large items. Pick ups are done on
Thursdays.

Resuse * Repurpose * Restyle * Recycle at
The Church Mouse Thrift Shop.

Helping Change Lives Locally and Around
the World.

The Secret ds

Now it can be told what the Episcopal
Church Women have been cooking up the
last few weeks. Those
who attend the
February 15 luncheon
will be fortunate to
hear a presentation by
Emery Campbell. Mr.
Campbell is a historian
and an authority on
Gullah traditions and
lore. A native of the
area, he is a delightful
narrator who fills his presentations with
stories and anecdotes so familiar to himHe
has lived the Gullah tradition.

And there's more! Last year we had fun with
a silent auction of Church Mouse items. So

we'll do it again. Proceeds will go toward a
new stove for the church kitchen. Watch the

weekly church bulletin for how to sign up to
attend.

And here is a reminder. Every woman at
St. Luke's is automatically a member of the
Episcopal Church Women. No dues. No
dress code. Just good Christian fellowship!

Transitions
Births: Joel Sturm
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Time for a New Pictorial Directory
Lifetouch Directories wil | -18aad Febeuarg 2125tto teke .
pictures for our new directory. We look forward to having great participation from the parish. A
directory helps all of us put faces and names together. Families who get their photo taken are
given a free 8x10 and a new directory. When a family brings in a food item to photography,
Lifetouch gives that family $5 off any portraits and the church receives the food to donate to a
local food bank. Appointment times are available during the above dates Tuesday through
Friday from 1:007:40 PM and Saturday from 10:00 AW#:10 PM. Sign up in the Parish Hall on

Sunday during coffee hour or sign up online using the link on the St. Luke's website
(www.stlukeshhi.org).

Growilin

as Women in Christ’s Kingdomg

ECW WOMEN'S RETREAT
MARCH 2-4, 2012

St. Christopher Camp and Conference Center,

) Seabrook Island, SC
Joanne Ellison, speaker
of Drawing Near to God, www.drawingneartogod.com

Founder of national nonprofit Drawing Near to God, Joanne Ellison has helped
thousands of women navigate their way around the distractions of life and into
the presence of God. She is the author of 12 Bible study guides as well as the
popular 365-day Bible devotional, Draw Near To God (available at Amazon.com).

Learn more and register at www.dioceseofsc.org.
Questions? Contact Denyse Steen at 843.225.5008 denysesteen@ gm ail.com

Sponsored by the Diocese of South Carolina Episcopal Church Women



http://www.stlukeshhi.org/

Cfm CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY
P r aGodly Play in Uganda!

Parent seé

The season of Epiphany leads us to the
season of Lent. Epiphany is the celebration

oflightdof Jesus, who rev
to us, who gives God?éd
shows us the way to know God. This month
why not pray that Lig

as you prepare for Lent?

ega

ASmall Individual Pencil Sharpeners
AChild Scissors
APatterned Scissors
APlastic Rulers
AEl mer 8s Gel
A 16-Color Watercolor paints
h 8 All colors of:
APlay-Doh Clay
APige Clganers
AGilitter
A Construction Paper

From late June to early July, Kathie Phillips,
.Jean DeVaty, and two others will travel to

a I
&
ffer

uthe
eachers _an
hh?ldren aﬂath

elementary}

Gl ue

/ 0 s

LORD God, thank you for the Light of Jesus, school
your Son. You said, oQodyn Rlay ' gihally, will you help us raise funds for the
darkness...6 Let that VataiiogBihle "o an d i Go@ly Play stories that we will leave with the

shine into the heart of our family that we

may know you in Jesus our Savior, that we

may live by that light burning in our hearts,
and that we may to offer that Light to others

School. During the two week there, Jean &
Co. will facilitate a workshop for the  the gospel amon
teachers to | earn t hethe@epé)nhgyln
approach to teaching the Scriptures and will
pive thg echogl stdldren a wieekend A/REEA .
Godly Play stories.

B

ge ho take four
supplies for t deri
means we need your help! (Which, when
you think about it, is your way of coming
along with us!) This is what we need:

school? They will be a continual telling of

our brothers and sisters
olir @ra Qihs (¥ Mfted£ 1 O
taxdeducti bl e check t o
place it in the coin jar outside of the CFM
Workroom.

fr'ﬁ ﬁ#”h @ndq thyg rhost important thing you can give
ng time. S us? YOUR PRAYERS! We cannot do this
without t he Lordds I
Please pray that our God will give us favor
and grant us the grace to carry out this work

He has given our hands and feet and

e

AWhite Construction Paper

A12686 Wide Rolls of wWhR3dipaionstg do, Thank you and thank
A24-Color Box Colored Pencils you ... and may God bless you!
60s hands. But , ar e

to the glory of God.
(based on 2 Corinthians 4:6)

You Got Sumfi|n
What are those ashe

about again? On Ash

Wednesday we are re-

minded that God made us

from the dust of the earth

and to that dust we will return. We are frajl
creatures held in Glod
al so reminded that W €

image and are to live in the way He madé
us to live: doing all that is good and right;
and just. Even in that living we are held i
Godds hands.

Why not take time out of your day on Ash
Wednesday, February 22, to come as 3
family and be reminded together that you
future and your |if

be the beginning of your Lenten journey td
Holy Week.

[

K d 8°§° Qusﬁdt

A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ter
Commandments with her five and six year olds
After explaining the commandment to "honor" th!
Father and thy Mother, she asked, "Is there a com
mandment that teaches us how to treat our brothers
and sisters?"

is in Godds hands. Let
Without missing a beat one little boy answered

"Thou shall not kill."

X

S\ St. Luke's

%Presch@@l

Update on preschool life
at St Lukeo

We currently have 35
students enrolled. We look
forward to two more students 4
joining us in February. School

life is popping. The childrenf=
continue to progress in their ®
academics but most of all we|
see spiritual growth too. Onil
of the things that | love to do™

. [2
most is to walk down %
the halls and listen to
the chatter coming
from each of the
rooms. Just last week |
walked pass the
Dol phins

voices. One day
those songs will
come back to them
when they are
needed the most.

and they instilling  spiritual|

Have Decided to truths into  the

Foll ow ]}_Ie { hearts of theg -

FrheBBEG N children that will last a life tlme God has
a few more 3% “,‘?’;&“ . given us an

hor 2t E > W03 v.a

feet and | awesome
hear t he Shar ks ge3ponsibility  to
singing o0You Are shate!| KIS love
and | walk into the other building and HIS word.
and | hear the Guppies class May God

ANt contiviue uto  find
s faithtful.

(26s) singing,
Name on Highbo. |
brought tears of joy to my eyes to
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God has Big Plans for our
Young People and for all
of us!

Recently, in early January | began our

first guyds small
foll owi ng v e-of$ed:

expands your life; a wicked life is a

puny |ife. o

guestions to the guys: How does the
Fear of God expand your life? Why is
the wicked life a puny life? These were
tough questions for the guys to answer
because they had never really thought
much about these ideas. As they
began to try to answer | reformed the
guestions. If God loves you and has a

plan for your life why does he want to
make your life bigger or fuller? How do
bad choices and rebellion take away
our choices and leave us trapped? The
discussion and ideas began to flow

and here are some of the things that

g weyeibpoughtiforward. 1Gpd wangs us th

Havehap expagsive, big life because he
loves us and wants us to be able to

( Pr ov er Bhare qupliveg gnyl faith with gthels.e d

Bad choices, rebellion to God, makes
our lives puny because the
consequences of bad actions can

leave us in trouble, in debt, in jail, in
isolation and therefore takes away our
freedom. | encouraged all the guys that
God wants them to live big lives where
they can live out the great commission

of loving God through loving people.
He does not want
the rebellious life because he cares for
us! We had around 10 guys there that
night so it was a good night to get this
message across to so many of them. |
thepe this year that all of us can tap into
the expansive life that God wants us to
live!

tGl\‘ng Cmall Group for 9-12 gradere
meete every Wednesday from 6:30-
8:00PM at the Milby‘e Houge at 12
Haul Away in Palmetto Dunes. Paccec
are available at the pacg office. Dinner
ic provided.

Upcoming Trips
February 3rd5th: High School Ski Trip

March 9-11th: Middle School Retreat to
Windy Gap

May 18-20th: Annual Surf/Beach Trip to
Ponce Inlet

Middle School: Meets every
Wednesday in February from 6PM to
7:30PM In the youth room with the
exception of February 22nd (Ash
Wednesday) Meal provided. Bring $5
for food.

High School Schedule for
February

2/5: NO Youth Group because of Ski
Trip and Super Bowl

2/12: Regular Youth Group 6:30
8:00PM in the Youth Room

2/19: TBA Special Event

2/26: Regular Youth Group 6:30
8:00PM in the Youth Room

Announcements:

New Saint Lukeds

Website!

http://www.wix.com/chisholm_steven/
slsm

Confirmation

Confirmation class has begun and
meets every Sunday from 9:00AM
9:50AM in the church library.

Middle School Retreat
Scholarships Needed for
Windy Gap retreat

The price for the Windy Gap trip March
9-11th is $165 per student. We need
several scholarships for kids who would
like to be a part of

this trip. A couple of

ways you can help:

First, you can buy a

seat on the bus for a

kid, which is $50, this

will reduce the price

of the trip and help

more of them to be

able to come.

Second, if you have a

need for work at your

house, simple

landscaping, window

washing or

babysitting. We have

kids who are willing

St pdverteeamti ni st ry

money so they can
lower the cost of their
trip.

Volunteer Opportunity

Church Mouse: High School students:
we need volunteers to come help at the
Church Mouse Thrift Store, especially
on Saturdays from 10AM to 2PM. Call
Phyllis at 843785-2322

Questions? Call Youth Minister Steve
Chisholm 843 5404025
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