
jxÄvÉÅx
To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; to all who mourn

and long for comfort; to all who struggle
and desire victory; to all who sin and need a Savior;

to all who are strangers and want fellowship;
to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;

and to whoever will come–this church opens wide her doors
and offers her welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Where We Stand

Recent events in the American Episcopal Church have sparked strong reactions from people 
in nearly every Christian denomination. Even here in the Beaufort, Bluffton, and Hilton 
Head communities, many people have weighed in with comments both pro and con. Given 
the Episcopal Church’s unique place in American history, and the fact that many of its recent 
decisions (particularly those regarding human sexuality) call into question long-standing 
Christian beliefs, none of this is particularly surprising. Issues of such substance naturally 
transcend denominational boundaries.

Therefore, it is important for the members of these communities to know that we, the 
leadership of The Parish Church of St. Helena, The Church of the Cross, and St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church, disassociate ourselves from the actions of the 76th General Convention 
of the Episcopal Church held in July 2009. During its deliberations, that body denied the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ and the authority of the Holy Scriptures (Old and New Testaments), 
overturned the sanctity of marriage between one man and one woman, and refused to abstain 
from the ordination of persons whose manner of life violates Christian tenets in practice for 
almost 2,000 years. These are actions we cannot condone.

Instead, we will continue to stand where the vast majority of the world’s 77 million Anglicans 
stand and where the Anglican Church has always stood. We will continue to be faithful to the 
Scriptures and to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ that has ever been sufficient to heal the 
sick, restore sight to the blind, and raise those dead in their trespasses and sins to the new life 
of grace—a Gospel that we remain convinced still has the power to do these things today! As 
always, the doors of these parish churches are open to everyone! We all have sinned and fallen 
short of God’s glory. The church is not a place for those who have managed to “get their act 
together;” it is a hospital for sinners, of whom we are chief.
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