10 all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; to all who mourn
and long for comfort; to all who struggle
and desire victory; to all who sin and need a Savior;
to all who are strangers and want fellowship;
to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;
and to whoever will come—this church opens wide her doors
and offers her welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Where We Stand

Recent events in the American Episcopal Church have sparked strong reactions from people
in'nearly every Christian denomination. Even here in the Beaufort, Bluffton, and Hilton
Head communities, many people have weighed in with comments both pro and con. Given
the Episcopal Church’s unique place in American history, and the fact that many of its recent
decisions (particularly those regarding human sexuality) call into question long-standing
Christian beliefs, none of this is particularly surprising. Issues of such substance naturally

transcend denominational boundaries.

Therefore, it is important for the members of these communities to know that we, the
leadership of The Parish Church of St. Helena, The Church of the Cross, and St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church, disassociate ourselves from the actions of the 76th General Convention
of the Episcopal Church held in July 2009. During its deliberations, that body denied the
Lordship of Jesus Christ and the authority of the Holy Scriptures (Old and New Testaments),
overturned the sanctity of marriage between one man and one woman, and refused to abstain
from the ordination of persons whose manner of life violates Christian tenets in practice for

almost 2,000 years. These are actions we cannot condone.

Instead, we will continue to stand where the vast majority of the world’s 77 million Anglicans
stand and where the Anglican Church has always stood. We will continue to be faithful to the
Scriptures and to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ that has ever been sufficient to heal the
sick, restore sight to the blind, and raise those dead in their trespasses and sins to the new life
of grace—a Gospel that we remain convinced still has the power to do these things today! As
always, the doors of these parish churches are open to everyone! We all have sinned and fallen
short of God’s glory. The church is not a place for those who have managed to “get their act

together;” it is a hospital for sinners, of whom we are chief.

THE CLERGY THE VESTRIES
The Rev. Jeffrey Miller Cindy Collins Melba Outlaw Natalie Mann Marilyn Eitel
The Rev. Mark Avera John Gray Peter Payne Ken Miller Judy Kirby
The Rev. Andrew Pearson Jane Hincher Jan Pringle Al Stahl Brenda Lieberman
The Rev. Chad Lawrence Maude Hornsby ~ Sharon Sanders Linda Wakefield Connie Rathman
The Rt. Rev. Alden Hathaway Jane Manos Charley Webb Lisa Arraj Mark Vanagel
The Rev. Charles Owens Ann McDuff Bill Thompson Mike Blackshire David Warren
The Rev. Chris Royer Steve Melvin Stew Brown John Brackett John Wigington
The Rev. Greg Kronz Gail Mullen Ray Cook Will Bridgers Gail Znachko
The Rev. Tom Hendrickson Bob Mullen Burt Harding Tom Conner

The Rev. Kathie Phillips

THE PArisH CHURCH OF ST. HELENA (EPISCOPAL)
507 Newcastle Street ® PO. Box 1043 ¢ Beaufort, SC 29901 » (843) 522-1712 » www.sthelenas1712.org

SUNDAY SERVICES: 8 a.m., 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m.

THE CHURCH OF THE CROSS
110 Calhoun Street ® 495 Buckwalter Parkway ® PO. Box 278 * Bluffton, SC 29910 * (843) 757-2661 * www.thechurchofthecross.net

SATURDAY SERVICE: 5:28 p.m. SUNDAY SERVICES: 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 10 a.m.

ST. LUKE’s EriscorAL CHURCH
50 Pope Avenue * Hilton Head, SC 29928 ¢ (843) 785-4099 * www.stlukeshhi.org

SUNDAY SERVICES: 7:45 a.m., 9 a.m., 10:45 a.m.




