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The Hands and Feet of Christ. ceeuge

The theme for this early Season of Lent publication was selected last fall in our planning i
anticipation of the arrival of the Resurrection Dance Theatre of Haiti for the long weekend
of March 5h-8th. Epiphany is the first stop of an HT#Sponsored national tour for this
internationally recognized dance troupe. It was to be a special tour celebrating the twenty
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orphaned street kids and formerrestaveks(child slaves) to be the very best servant
leaders they can be.
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Things changed on January ¥2when Haiti was devastated by a major earthquake.
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Larson, a student at Wartburg Theological Seminary died in the destruction. You are
perhaps also aware that Bill Nathan, the director of the home, fell seven stories and was
critically injured. A rescue trip engineered by Ben Skinner to get Bill out of Haiti and to

a US hospital was the subject of an ABC News special. Bill, a formstavekand at the
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once nursed Skinner back to health from malaria; thus, it was fitting for Skinner to rescue
his friend. Bill is currently healing in Raleigh, NC, and at this time, is not certain to be a
part of the troupe when it comes here.
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Originally, the purpose of the tour was to generate funding to finish some dreams at the
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community outreach center, and a dental and medical clinic. Now the tour is vital to
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the lives of other Haitian children, including those with disabilities, a dreadful condition
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is ultimately needed to transform Haitiz Haitians empowering and investing in other
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the rubble, they in turn can raise up Haiti¢continued on page 2)
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Community of Character: First Fruits Giving

First fruits giving follows the biblical instruction to take the first and best of what we
receive and give it as an offering to the Lord. The practice is intended to remind us from
whom all of our blessings come and is to challenge us to be generous. Beginning with
2009, Epiphany made the commitment to practice first fruits giving as a body. This means
that the first checks written each month out of the congregational check book, even before
payroll is met and the mortgage paid, go to specific ministries beyond our doors. Those
designated as first fruits recipients are the Southeastern Synod of the ELCA and the
Haitian Timoun Foundation. Throughout the year and through summer months when
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the year with an amazing fiscal rally because of generous giving beyond any projections,
it reinforced this faith-based practice offirst fruits giving.
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9 As part of the earthquake
response, HTF sets up the
only operational hospital in
south Haiti
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construction of the fifth
Thrivent Builds/Habitat
home in Gwinnett County

9 Join our Lenten Journey
AGwSAdINNBOUA2YA &F
wdzo 0t S¢

1 A

E/EA A

ET
ES

ET

N@



Page2

Epiphany Star

9LIALKI y&
a SERVANT
community who
stands with and works
for justice among the
poor, the powerless
and the

disenfranchised with

the compassion of

Christ that has no

limits or boundaries.

2009 Giving
Beyond Our Doors

$143,372

First Fruits Giving $57,644

Designated Giving

Through Epiphany 16,425

Haitian Timoun Foundation
Direct Gifts 61,528

Hunger Walk Direct Gifts 3,249

Thrivent Builds/Habitat

Direct Gift 276
Thrivent Funds Directed
by Epiphany 4,250

HandS and Feet Of Chfi&{ntinued from page 1)

P Ui relajonship with the family of St. Joseph and the other partners of the Haitian
Timoun Foundation is the fullest expression of what it means for us, the church, to be the
hands and feet of Christ in the world. We say, as a main pillar, Epiphany SERVANT
community who stands with and works for justice among the poor, the powerless and the
disenfranchised with the compassion of Christ that has no limits or boundaries. Where
else can we stand with more compassion than among those in the poorest country in the
western hemisphere and one rocked by this awful earthquake?

Please note the wording of this pillar. It is instructive on what it means to be the Body of
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has this patriarchal top down approach that says something about our sharing a little of
what we have with others who really need it. Being the Body of Christ is not about throwing

disposable money at people. It is about solidarity standing with and working for.

We have talked a lot at Epiphany about the regrettable transformation of the church of
Jesus Christ from a movement to an institution, and it is wonderful to see Epiphany
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to what we are to do by looking at Jesus and by studying the infant church in the book of
Acts and from the letters of Paul. It was and is intended to be an organic movement that
is good news to the poor, binds up the brokenhearted, and treats the blind, hungry, and
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Lest anyone thinks that standing with and working for the poor is something we only
give, it also is a mission in which we richly receive. The late Henri Nouwen was the first
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poor in Guatemala that somehow those who understand themselves as the giver actually
receive more than give. The poor have much to teach us about faith, community, courage,
and love. For a long time, people associated with HTF have said, and Epiphany has come
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A scriptural inspiration for why we do what we do is the portrait given to us by the
prophet Isaiah. He points to a promise. The promise is in the form of a banquet:

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of wetiatured wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of welmatured wines strained clear.
And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
he will swallow up death for ever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all gaath,
for the Lord has spoken.
It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
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New Testament, it is clear. The church is the embodiment and continuation of Jesus in the
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Council Corner

Moving from Vision to Action
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dream. Action without
vision is simply passing
the time. Action with
vision is making a positive
AE £EAOAT AAB S
That quote is attributed to
Joel Barker, a scholar who
is credited with popularizing
the concept of paradigm
shifts for the corporate
world. He began his work
in the mid-1970s after
spending a year on fellow-
ship, meeting and working
with visionary thinkers in
both North America and
Europe. He discovered
that the concept of para-
digms, which at that time
was sequestered within
the scientific discussion,
could explain revolutionary
change in all areas of human
endeavor. In addition to
his work on paradigms, he
began to focus on a second
crucial component for
organizations and
individuals: the importance
of VISION.

Beginning in early 2009,
we participated in a year
long dialogue about

x EQET (pillars 7 Worship, Reach-

ing Out, Formation, Care
for One Another and
Outreach to the Poorz and
how we feel that a laser
focus on these pillars and
the alignment of our

Erin Murphy, Congregational President

A ment, alignment and mis-

sion participatory process.
During 2009 we held
missional congregational
gatherings in April and
September in addition to
the annual congregational

resources gatherings in
around these The new leadership January,
pillars is the November
first step matrix is a bold and December.
toward an Our vision
incredible continues to

mission focus
for Epiphany.
We agreed
that with this
focus we can
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vision z that

all might

thrive and
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gracez by reaching out,
raising up and changing
the world through the
light of the living Christ.
Concurrent with the
visioning process that was
embarked upon in 2009,
your leadership team
spent a great deal of time
discerning ways in which
we could invite each of
you into a congregation

%DEDPEAT U8 O AE (wide leadership develop-

to move from

vision to action.

statement that we arepg that these

gatherings

ALL ready and willingwill allow us

to remain
focused on
"T ABO
for Epiphany
while providing
regular and
| rec@ith@opporEinities A § |
for conversation with one
other.
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On Sunday, January 31,
members of Epiphany who
attended Part Il of our
annual congregational
gathering unanimously
affirmed the slate of 32
persons who were pre-
sented for service on the
2010 Leadership Council.
11 o¢ DPAOOI I
when asked to serve. This

HandS and Feet Of Chr.tﬁininued from page 2)

This is the Lord for whom we have waited;

let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
For the hand of the Lord will rest on this mountain.
Isaiah 25:6-10a
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as if it is happening right now. The focus now is rightfully on Haiti as she digs out from
under the devastation and suffering of the earthquake. Being the hands and feet of Christ Epiphany will help Haiti dig out
also means standing with the poor in the Suwanee area and working for justice among all.
As 2010 unfolds we will see Epiphany much more powerfully grasp this essential calling
of being the church? to be the Body of Christ to and for the world!

new leadership matrix,
like our life together, is
ordered around our core
pillars and is a bold state-
ment that we are ALL
ready and willing to move
from vision to action and
make a positive difference
together. Your newly
elected leadership team
and staff will be away on
retreat together this
February 19-20 and |
expect us all to return to
Suwanee energized in our
calls to serve, strong as a
team, centered in Christ,
and equipped for service
according to God's mission
and vision for Epiphany.

Remember, WE are the
church and we are ALL
leaders. Over the next
weeks and months there
will be numerous opportu-
nities for each of you to
OAOPITTA O1T 1
service to Epiphany. |
hope you will hear that

call with clarity of purpose
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to serve.

As the hands and feet of Christ,

from under the rubble of the
earthquake as well as stand
with the poor in the Gwinnett
County area.
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Earthquake in Haiti

Haitian Timoun Foundation and Epiphany Respond

When the earthquake struck in Haiti on January 12,
Epiphany people and many others wanted to rush in and
help, but the lack of infrastructure and reliable communi-
cations meant that it took a few days to plan and respond.
As aid began flooding into Porau-Prince, other areas of
the country were not receiving any help. Working

through HTF, Epiphany and other partner congregations
took a grassroots approach and targeted the Jacmel area.

Jacmel is a major HTF center of operations and initially
was isolated from Portau-Prince by the collapse of the
trans-mountain road. The Jacmel airport was affected by
the quake and at first was closed to aircraft landing. By
OEA xAAEAT Ah %DEPEAT UBO
ground in the Dominican Republic along with Verbo Jeajulien,
our HTF partnership director, Maya FoneRose, Kempez
Larivaud, and others. They commandeered local boats to
transport food, water, tents, and medical supplies on the
four- to six-hour sea journey into Jacmel. For a week, this
primitive relief effort continued, and it accomplished several
things. Immediate humanitarian aid was delivered to the
people without having to go through the bottleneck of
distribution centers. Stoves and materials were provided
to set up three community kitchens ultimately supplied

by the World Food Program. And the way was paved to
establish a medical beachhead in Cayes Jacmelpamtner-
ship with Kai Maggowan, so that an HFBponsored medical
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team could arrive and immediately be effective. HTF is so
well networked in Jacmel that it has taken the lead in relief
coordination for the area as other agencies have arrived.
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January 23, traveling by air to the Dominican Republic and
then by navy ship to Jacmel. This 3person medical team,
including Epiphany member Dave Shealy, went fully
prepared and arrived with more than 16 tons of medical
supplies; they gathered additional supplies that HTF
shipped by private aircraft into Jacmel.

Team Ange set up the only fully operational hospital in the
south ofHaiti. Included in the shipments were a $30,000
anesthesiologysetup and $20,000 in orthopedic supplieand
equipment. By having surgery and orthopedic capabilities] TF
was able to set rather than amputate severely wounded
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and treated up to 250 patients daily and performed

from six to 15 critical surgeries daily. To date, only 15
amputations have had to be performed and no deaths
EAOA T AADOC yT 1T A AAOA
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severely crushed in the quake. The man arrived #éte HTF
clinic near death, with a 105.9 degree temperatureAfter
futile attempts to get the young man admitted to the USS
Comfort, Katie commandeered a plane and personally
traveled with him to New Jersey where he is hospitalized
and out of critical condition.

Team Ange is a team that only God could haassembled:
people from Georgia, New Jersey, and Michiga, brought
together by shared passion for the Jacmel area. The team
and replacements are in Cayes Jacmel for the long haul.
Three times a week, HTF is flying into Jacmel critically
needed medical and humanitarian supplies. A 4fbot
ocean container also is loaded and on its way. Progress o
Team Ange is updated at www.htflive.org.

As witness to the relationship aspect of HTF, four medical
students who are in the Haitian Education Leadership
Program (HELP) are now in Cayes Jacmel Workin% \_/,_vi;Eh
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next congregational response was to gather and pack medical supplies. The

first of the supplies accompanied an Angel Flight medical team; additional crutches, therapy, and support to many amputees in the area
supplies were sent with the first HTF medical team, which departed Atlanta

on January 22.
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Update on HTF Partners in Haiti

3AET O * 1 OA phedivélelbiilding bousing HELP The headquarters for Haitian Education Leader-
3068 *1 OAPESO (11 A A& O "1 UO shipProgramwas severely damaged and some staff weré |
that housed Wings of Hope was severely damaged and is  injured. One student, MareErline Delzuma, was killed.
uninhabitable. Trinity House in Jacmel suffered some Marc-Erline was one of the 18 HTfsponsored students
damage and needs an engineeringvaluation. The boys at and a seconedyear economics major. Many family
308 *1 OAPESBO AOA 11 x AO 4 OEI1members of the students were severely injured or killed D
outside in a community tent and refugee city set up on and many family homes were destroyed.
their soccer field. The children gt Wings have moved to a Louverture Cleary School The boarding school build-
”earPY house Fha_1t they are rent|r?g forayear. Plans for ings suffered minor cosmetic damage. No students were
repairing, rebuilding, or abandoning the damaggd facilities injured, but there were many injuries and deaths among
are under study. The success of the Resurrection Dance their family members, with many homes destroyed.
Theatre tour will determine to a great degree what choices
OEA OLAI Eil U EAOS Pazapa The building in Jacmel is destroyed, so this
. o ministry for special-needs children will need to find
House of BIessmgs Rgports indicate that half of the another location. There were many deaths and injuries to
houses and buildings in the area were damaged beyond the families of the staff and children.
being inhabitable. The security walls of the orphanage and
the school building suffered damage. Tetkole No reported deaths of children at the day school
L e e at this time. About 75 percent of their family homes were
' OAAA # E E I_ AO ,2_khe dspitd] Wad @E]@]MI destroyed. There are reports of many deaths and critical
beyond use; no inpatient childrenwere hurt. Child Care injuries to family members of the staff and the students.
International is managing plans for the future.
Fonkoze We do not, as yet, have a full report on the 120
HTFsponsored families in the Chemen Lavi Miyo project.
With communication very difficult and a fragile infra-
structure, getting a full report on these very poor families
in the Central Plateau will take more time.
(At left) Haitian people, including those served by HTF partners, are living
outdoors in tent camps. The earthquake left tens of thousands homeless.
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in Jacmel are now in a camp set up on the soccer field at Trinity House.
Medical facilities, like the one operated by HbElow left),also are set up
outdoors under tents. The HTF facilitythe only fully operational hospital
in the south of Haiti sees up to 250 patients daily and performs surgeries
and orthopedic procedures.
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traveled with the first Team Ange,
the HTFcoordinated medical team,
and helped set up the medical
facility. Stateside, Dave coordinates
medical and humanitarian supply
shipments to Jacmel three times
weekly and will return to Haiti to
assist on the ground there.
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