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9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅΩǎ DǳƛŘƛƴƎ tǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ 

Epiphany currently has 15 Guiding Principles.  As we move forward, there will no doubt 

arise the need for more.  The full list of the 15 can be found on our website. 

What is a guiding principle?  It is a statement that articulates a shared value to which  

we will hold as a community in mission and in life together.  By defining such values, we 

already  have made some decisions about strategic direction and what deeply matters to 

us.  Our first guiding principle is: 

Because our worship life is the defining and central practice of this congregation,  

it shall always receive our highest attention.  We will not schedule anything that 

competes with our worship life. 

This principle identifies worship as the first aspect of our life together for which  

consistent excellence, prioritized staff attention, and congregational loyalty are expected.  

It protects worship and everything supporting worship preparation from any internal conflict. 

Our second principle is: 

The valuing of kids and gifting them with faith, hope, love, and developmental 

assets must permeate all that we do.  This principle is placed here as the first 

one behind our worship life as a statement of our priorities. 

A quick look at our life together would reveal that we are already working hard to live out 

this principle.  Our children are not a group to be programmed.  They are the church, and 

we raise them up to thrive and serve by congregational intentionality. 

When we get uncomfortable with the journey of transformation, it might be good to  

remember this one: 

We celebrate change, growth, and transformation.  We do not fear them. 

 

Why We Do What We Do Pastor Rick Barger 
Welcome to the September issue of the Star.  This is an 

important issue not only because we are getting ready to 

launch a new fall ministry season; it also is important  

because this issue places what we do within the framework  

ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÕÓȢ  'ÏÄ ÈÁÓ ÓÏÍÅ ÓÅÒÉÏÕÓ 

business to do with the world, and God has called Epiphany 

into existence and sustains us to be about that business. 

Why do we do what we do?  The answer has been revealed 

to us through an ardent time of prayer and discernment 

about the reason for the existence of Epiphany ɀ that all 

ÍÉÇÈÔ ÔÈÒÉÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅȢ  Ȱ4ÈÁÔ ÁÌÌ 

ÍÉÇÈÔ ÔÈÒÉÖÅȣȱ ÉÓ ×ÈÙ ×Å ÅØÉÓÔȢ  4ÈÁÔ ÉÓ (continued on page 2)  
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Our Vision 

That all might thrive  

and serve in the light  

ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΦ 

Our Mission 

To reach out, raise up, 

and change the world  

in the light of  

the living Christ. 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ [ŀǳƴŎƘ ²ŜŜƪŜƴŘ 

(12th and 13th): missional 

gathering, Sunday morning 

worship, and church picnic 

¶ Wednesday night is  

Community Night at Epiphany, 

beginning with dinner followed 

by Grace Ways Community 

Study 

¶ Check out the new rehearsal 

ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŦƻǊ 9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎ 

groups, children through adults 

¶ Epiphany has a full schedule of 

faith formation opportunities 

for all ages 
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the vision laid before us.  How do we strive towards that 

vision?  The answer to this question is our mission ɀ to 

reach out, raise up, and change the world in the light of  

the living Christ.  Together ɀ ×ÈÁÔ ×Å ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ 'ÏÄȭÓ 

vision and mission for us ɀ these two statements shape 

and inform all that we do. 

On April 22, at a lively congregational gathering, these 

statements, as well as main pillars of our ministry and 

guiding principles, became public.  What had been in  

formation among your council and staff came to fruition 

on that night.  Since that night, when the congregation 

ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ!ÍÅÎȟȱ ÙÏÕÒ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÈÁÒÄ ÁÔ ×ÏÒË ÔÏ 

align people, resources, and ministries, even the creation 

of some new ones, so that what we do is consistent with 

what we understand to be our calling. 

What is God up to at Epiphany these days?  A lot!  As you 

page through this newsletter, you will note that the  

formatting of articles and ministry activities are gathered 

under particular ministry pillars.  You also saw on the 

front page some guiding principles.  These are axioms 

that define core values of how we will be in life together.  

These principles are not completed yet; but the current 

list is a good start.  We will complete the list in conversation 

together as circumstances or situations establish the 

need for a statement to guide us. 

As our national church body states, all that we do really is 

Ȱ'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÏÒËȢ  /ÕÒ ÈÁÎÄÓȢȱ  7Å ÅØÉÓÔ ÆÏÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅÓ ÉÎ 

the world.   Being a truly transformational congregation is 

not easy.   As we have been in the process of reinventing how 

×Å ÁÒÅ ÉÎ ÌÉÆÅ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÆÁÉÔÈÆÕÌ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÁÌÌ ÔÏ 

ÕÓȟ ÄÅÃÉÄÉÎÇ ×ÈÁÔ ÍÁÔÔÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÏ× ×Å 

shall be structured best to lead and for all to have a hands-on 

stake in our mission, it has meant some significant change.  

)Ô ÈÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÂÅÅÎ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÓÏÍÅ ÁÎØÉÅÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÍÅ ȰÓÔÏÒÍÉÎÇȱ 

from time to time.  The aim is for us to be a congregation 

ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÁÌÉÇÎÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÁÃÈÅ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÖÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÁÎÄ 

together of one missional mind and heart, fully participatory 

in all areas, having an environment of clarity, health and 

ÔÒÁÎÓÐÁÒÅÎÃÙ ÉÎ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÄÏ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÓ 

served.  The great news for us in all this is that as we give 

ourselves to it, even when it makes us uncomfortable at 

times, we discover more deeply the joyful, hopeful, thankful 

life that God intended for us. 

One of the new ways that Epiphany will be in life together is 

the periodic gathering of everyone for missional gatherings (see 

article above).   We will talk about how it is that we are 

healthiest when everyone owns a stake in what we are  

doing together.  After all, we do not go to church.  We are 

the church! 

4ÈÁÔ ÁÌÌ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÔÈÒÉÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅȦ 

Missional Gathering September 12 Erin Murphy, Council President  

Why We Do What We Do (Pastor Rick Barger, continued from page 1) 
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In his book, The Missional Leaderȟ !ÌÁÎ 2ÏØÂÕÒÇÈ ×ÒÉÔÅÓȟ Ȱ! ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÓ Á  

ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÏ ÌÉÖÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÁÇÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅȟ ÂÙ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÖÅÒÙ ÎÁÔÕÒÅȟ 

'ÏÄȭÓ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÁÒÙ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÁÓ Á ÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ×ÈÁÔ 'ÏÄ ÐÌÁÎÓ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ 

ÏÆ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ *ÅÓÕÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔȢȱ  9ÏÕÒ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÔÅÁÍ ÈÁÓ ÓÐÅÎÔ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÄÅÁÌ ÏÆ ÔÉÍÅ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ 

on the Council transformation to mission teams and on goal setting and alignment for our 

mission teams.  We also have discussed ways in which we can invite each of you into a 

congregation-wide leadership development, alignment and mission participatory process.  

On Saturday, September 12  from 9 to 11:30 a.m. we will host the first of what we hope 

will be biannual congregational mission gatherings that will allow us to remain focused 

ÏÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ %ÐÉÐÈÁÎÙ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÃÕÒÒÉÎÇ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ 

conversation with each other.   

We all are leaders at Epiphany!  We invite everyone to come to this gathering.  It promises to 

ÂÅ Á ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐÆÕÌ ÁÎÄ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÅÄ ÇÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÇ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÁÒÙ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÓ ×Å ÔÁÌË ÁÂÏÕÔ %ÐÉÐÈÁÎÙ ɀ 

present and future ɀ and how each of us owns a stake in what we are doing together. 

I hope you will make every effort to attend the gathering on September 12th.  God is calling! 

Make every effort 

to attend the  

gathering on  

September 12th. 

God is calling! 
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Invitation to Music at Epiphany George Butler, Music Director 

L/9 !D9 /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aǳǎƛŎ 

Epiphany is a singing congregation, and Lutherans have been a singing people since the 

dawn of the Reformation of the church nearly five hundred years ago. 

One can read the words of the Apostle Paul in the New Testament in his letters to the new 

Christians in Colossi and Ephesus.  Colossians Chapter three and the Ephesians chapter 

ÆÉÖÅ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÏÆ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÔÏ ȰÓÉÎÇ ÐÓÁÌÍÓȟ ÈÙÍÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÓÏÎÇÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȣȱ 

4ÈÅ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÉÓ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÎ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ 

each other through music in worship, and to make it a habit to live in a state of gratitude.  

The listing of Psalms, (scripture verse set to music,) hymns (poetic verses of faith set to 

music,) and spiritual songs (expressions of personal testimony set to music) provides  

for a three dimensional structure for music in worship.  This is the template we use in 

planning, preparing and presenting music in worship at Epiphany Church: 

Psalms: Scripture set to music makes it memorable. It puts us in touch with God and 

His Son. 

Hymns: Spiritual truths set to music are instructive.  Hymns put us in touch with 

each other. 

Spiritual Songs: A song of praise telling what God has done for me.  Spiritual Songs 

help us express our faith in ways that words alone often cannot. 

9ÏÕȭÒÅ ÉÎÖÉÔÅÄȦ "ÅÓÉÄÅÓ ÙÏÕÒ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÓÉÎÇÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ  

gathering with the Epiphany Voices Choir on Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m.  for  

preparation for worship!  This lively rehearsal time will be a lift to your week and will put 

you in touch with some of the most interesting and dedicated people in the church!  Not a 

singer?  There are additional avenues of musical service such as ringing in the handbell 

choir, playing your favorite band or orchestra instrument, or helping with the new ICE 

!'% ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÎ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇÓȦ  *ÏÉÎ ÕÓȦ 

%ÐÉÐÈÁÎÙȭÓ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÈÁÓ Á ÎÅ× 

name and a new time. ICE AGE is the name: 

In Christ, Epiphany. The new time is Sunday 

mornings immediately preceding Godly 

Play, beginning September 13.  

Children will work with rhythm, learn  

new songs and experiment with some  

instruments. All children ages 2 through 5th 

grade are invited to participate in music. 

The children will share their gift of music at 

%ÐÉÐÈÁÎÙȭÓ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÏÎÃÅ Á 

month. 

See a complete 

schedule of music 

rehearsals on the  

next page. 

Ministry Pillar  

Epiphany Lutheran 

Church is first and 

foremost a 

WORSHIPPING 

community who gives 

God our very best and 

ÈÕÍÂÌÙ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ  

free gifts. 

ICE Age will offer a variety of music-ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ 9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǇǊŜ-K through 

5th grade. ICE Age is every Sunday morning from 9:30 to 10 a.m. 
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Music Rehearsal Schedule 
Thursday Evening Rehearsals  
(childcare provided) 

Epiphany Voices Choirɂ7:00 

Voices in Bronze Bell Choir - 7:30 (or as announced) 

%ÐÉÐÈÁÎÙ -ÅÎȭÓ #ÈÏÒÕÓ - 8:15 

%ÐÉÐÈÁÎÙ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ #ÈÏÒÕÓ - 8:15 

Sunday Morning Rehearsals  
Instruments of Praise - 10:00 

   Traditional band and orchestra instruments and guitar 

)#% !'% #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ -ÕÓÉÃ - 9:30 

Please call George Butler, 678-462-4350 (cell phone) if you 

have any questions regarding music at worship at Epiphany. 

Launch Sunday Is September 13th 
)ÔȭÓ ÎÏ ÌÏÎÇÅÒ ÎÁÍÅÄ Ȱ2ÁÌÌÙ $ÁÙȱ ÂÕÔ Ȱ,ÁÕÎÃÈ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȱ  

because God is launching us into a new exciting year  

together.  Our worship that day will be lively and will  

include intentional focus and commitment together for  

the mission and vision to which we are called. 

Please wear RED as the color of the fire of the Spirit.  

Please also dress casually because our church picnic  

follows worship.  Your team of worship leaders will be 

dressed ready for a picnic. 

Vesting Begins Again on September 20  

Hoping that the dog days of summer will be behind us, 

Epiphany will have a different feel on Sundays as our  

pastor, worship leaders, acolytes, and choirs all vest for 

worship.  The white robe will remind all of us that we are 

servants. 

Confirmation Begins This Month 
CIA ɀ Confirmands in Action ɀ is the name of transformational confirmation ministry for 

6th, 7th, and 8th graders at Epiphany.  Perhaps you have seen the CIA-branded T-shirts and 

caps that our Confirmands proudly wear. 

CIA will be different this year.  Pastor Rick will be implementing an approach that won 

local and national awards for excellence while he was in Colorado.  We all are excited to 

be able to share this approach with our children. 

! ÃÅÎÔÒÁÌ ÐÉÅÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÃÏÎÆÉÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÁÍ ÏÆ ÆÁÂÕÌÏÕÓ ÁÓÓÅÔ-building guides 

who will join Pastor Rick in walking with and mentoring our Confirmands on their faith 

journey.  They are Ron Barrett, Kari Bjorhus, Ken Carlson, Sage Ridgely, Hope Smith and 

Ana Walker.  We also are blessed to be supported by the excellent administrative work of 

Susan Ditore and, of course, the parents of our youth. Paula Atkins continues to lead the 

middle school youth in MidLites Youth Group. 

All questions about CIA should be directed to Pastor Rick. 

Ministry Pillar  

Epiphany Lutheran 

Church is a 

community   

BEING FORMED  

into cradle-to-grave 

disciples of the  

Living Christ. 
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Wednesday evenings are dedicated as a faith formation community night, and we are  

launching Grace Ways Community Study September 16, 7 ɀ 8:30 p.m.  Grace Ways is a 

small group, table-based Bible study that forges deeper relationships with the scriptures 

and life-ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒȢ  )Ô ÉÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Á ȰÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȱ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÉÔ 

is open to the greater community and because it will serve to build a greater sense of 

ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÈÅÒÅ ÁÔ %ÐÉÐÈÁÎÙȢ  )Ô ÉÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ'ÒÁÃÅ 7ÁÙÓȱ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÄÅÅÐÌÙ 

ÇÒÏÕÎÄÅÄ ÉÎ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ ÔÈÅÏÌÏÇÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÄÒÏÃË ÂÅÉÎÇ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÕÓȢ 

Each Wednesday will incorporate lively worship, prayer, sharing and support for one  

another, and a relevant, timely encounter with the scriptures.  This experience will be led 

ÂÙ 0ÁÓÔÏÒ 2ÉÃËȢ #ÈÉÌÄÃÁÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÉÎÆÁÎÔÓ 

through fifth graders. 

The theme for this fall is Letting the Scriptures Speak.  Each Wednesday evening we will 

study a generally familiar passage of scripture and focus on that passage to help all of us 

listen to what the scriptures actually say.  This focus is to assist us in a establishing a 

framework ɀ Grace Ways! ɀ for how we hear the scriptures and what the living God, 

speaking through the scriptures, is wanting to say to us.  The experience promises to be 

lively and formative! 

Sunday Morning Adult Opportunities 

Tuesday 

Morning Bible 

Study Focusing 

on Matthew 

Grace Ways Community Study on Wednesday Nights 

Fall brings a great line-up of topics for Sunday morning 

adult faith formation.  Each week we gather during the  

formation hour at 9:45 a.m. in the worship center.  Once  

a month, the adults join the kids for a lively opening  

celebration for the whole community.  The next all  

community celebration opening will be Launch Sunday. 

On Launch Sunday, Pastor Rick will lead a forum entitled, 

Open Season on Being Lutheran.  This is a time to ask 

any question about what it means to be Lutheran,  

Epiphany, or any question relating to theology or the Bible.  

This is open season.  Anything goes! 

Beginning September 20 and continuing the next two  

Sundays will be a seminar led by Pastor Rick entitled,  

Parenting with a Christian Purpose .  Using the asset-

building model and the best practices in raising healthy, 

hopeful children, this seminar will be interactive and 

deeply informative. 

Concurrent with the parenting seminar will be a forum 

entitled, Where Is God in Midlife?  Landa Larson will lead 

the discussion that deals with questions such as: Where is 

'ÏÄ ×ÈÅÎ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÄÅÁÌÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ɂ and sometimes 

struggles ɂ we face in the decade between turning 50 

and 60?  As Christians, how do we navigate aging and the 

decisions we face in midlife? The conversation will be based 

on topics that the group is interested in discussing. 

4ÈÅ ÌÏÎÇÅÓÔ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÏÕÓ ÒÕÎÎÉÎÇ ȰÓÍÁÌÌ ÇÒÏÕÐȱ ÁÔ %ÐÉÐÈÁÎÙ ÉÓ ÏÕÒ 4ÕÅÓÄÁÙ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇ  

Bible study led by Terry Sisk.  This gathering begins at 10 a.m. each Tuesday.   

Everyone is invited for fun, fellowship, and faith formation ɀ and a good cup of coffee!  

September 15 marks the beginning of a study on the Gospel of Matthew, where we  

discover Immanuel ɀ God with us, Jesus ɀ God with skin on!  All are welcome! 

Wednesday 

evenings are 

dedicated as a 

faith formation 

community night. 
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²Ƙȅ ²Ŝ 5ƻ άDƻŘƭȅ tƭŀȅέ Kelly Jones 

4ÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÓÔÁÎÚÁ ÏÆ 7ÁÌÔ 7ÈÉÔÍÁÎȭÓ There Was a Child Went Forth have 

followed me since childhood.  As we think about how we have become who we are today, 

each of us can look back and see how each day presents new objects that become a part of 

×ÈÏ ÁÒÅȣÏÂÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÓȟ ÅÎÃÏÕÎÔÅÒÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢ  7ÈÉÔÍÁÎȭÓ ÐÏÅÍ  

continues in eloquent detail about the early lilacs, the water-plants, and the schoolmistress, 

his parents, and the men and women crowding fast in the streets.  Our own observations, 

experiences, and encounters shape and form us. 

4ÈÅ ÓÍÅÌÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÅÁÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÎÅ ÁÓ ×Å ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÔÁÂÌÅ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟ ÔÈÅ 

colors for each liturgical season, the words of the liturgy, the music of the hymns, the 

words of scripture.  Worship forms us. 

Passing the peace, eating together, talking together, praying together, crying together, 

laughing together, listening, sharing our own life stories with others.  Community forms us. 

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Miriam, Joshua, Ruth, Isaiah, Nehemiah, Peter, Paul, John.  

4ÈÅ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ÉÓ ÌÉËÅȣ) ÁÍȣÙÏÕ ÁÒÅȣ'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÏÒÄ ÉÎ ÓÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ ÆÏÒÍÓ ÕÓȢ 

Godly Play, the approach that Epiphany has chosen for sharing the Biblical Story with 

children on Sunday mornings, is thoroughly steeped in the Worship rhythms of the 

church.  The children gather, listen to the Word through the Biblical story, respond to the 

Word, participate in the feast, and share a blessing and dismissal.  They change the altar 

linens in their meeting rooms to match the seasons of the church.  Through Godly Play, 

the children prepare to actively participate in the worship life of the gathered people of God. 

In the rhythm of our time together we build community: we sing songs as we gather, we 

ÌÁÕÇÈȟ ×Å ÌÉÓÔÅÎȟ ×Å ÓÈÁÒÅ ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓ ÁÓ ×Å Ȱ×ÏÎÄÅÒȱ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÏ× 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÏÒÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓ 

ÉÎÔÅÒÓÅÃÔÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÕÒ ÌÉÖÅÓȢ  ) ×ÏÎÄÅÒȣ Ȱ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÔÏÒÙȣ×ÈÁÔ 

ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÒÙ ÃÏÕÌÄ ×Å ÌÅÁÖÅ ÏÕÔ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ ÓÔÏÒÙȣ×ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÔÏÒÙȣȱ 

Why do we do what we do in Godly Play?  Kids need a place where they can hear the  

ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ÁÎÄ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟ Á ÐÌÁÃÅ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÌÏÖÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÄ ÔÏ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄ 

with questions, a place where they can laugh, and pray, listen, and sing together.  Kids 

need a place where the stories of scripture become a part of who they are.  They need a 

place where they build relationships with adults who care about them. 

And as we reflect as Christians on our daily observations, experiences, and encounters the 

objects ÔÁËÅ ÏÎ ÎÅ× ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇȢ  7Å ÁÒÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÈÁÎÄ ÁÔ ×ÏÒË ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ 

see our part in that work more clearly.  Christian formation is all about taking those  

objects that greet us every day and folding them into our lives in such a way that we  

become more like Christ, so that we are formed into the body of Christ for the sake of the 

world.  As we observe, experience and encounter the people and events of tomorrow we 

ÄÏ ÓÏ ÓÏÌÉÄÌÙ ÇÒÏÕÎÄÅÄ ÉÎ ÆÁÉÔÈȟ ÈÏÐÅ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÖÅȢ  'ÏÄÌÙ 0ÌÁÙȣ×ÈÁÔ Á ÇÉÆÔ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ! 

There was a child went 

forth every day, 

And the first object he 

ƭƻƻƪΩŘ ǳǇƻƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ 

object he became, 

And that object 

became part of him for 

the day or a certain 

part of the day 

Or for many years or 

stretching cycles of 

years. 

- ²ŀƭǘ ²ƘƛǘƳŀƴΣ ŦǊƻƳ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ²ŀǎ 

ŀ /ƘƛƭŘ ²Ŝƴǘ CƻǊǘƘέ 

 

FAITH FORMATION  

Middle School Youth: 
Transformers 

Faith Formation for 
6th, 7th and 8th  

graders begins Launch 
Sunday, September 13. 

Come to the 
ά¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜǊǎέ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ 

for talk, fellowship  
and snacks,  

beginning at 10:00  
Sunday mornings.  
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Becoming an Exegete: Bible Retreat October 24 Kelly Jones 

4ÈÅ 'ÒÅÅË ȰÅØÅÇÅÔÅȱ ÍÅÁÎÓ ȰÔÏ ÌÅÁÄ ÏÕÔȠ ÔÏ ÅØÐÏÕÎÄȠ ÔÏ 

ÒÅÌÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÄÅÔÁÉÌȢȱ  )Î ÅÖÅÒÙÄÁÙ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ×ÈÁÔ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÓ 

when we read and interpret scripture.  Any kind of  

ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÈÕÍÁÎÓ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍ ÉÓ ȰÅØÅÇÅÓÉÓȢȱ  

When you are having a conversation with your spouse,  

your children, your parents, or someone 

ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÅȟ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ȰÅØÅÇÅÔÅȱ ÔÈÅ 

conversation.  You look at the body  

language, the tone of voice, the form of the 

communication, in addition to the words 

to analyze and interpret what is really the 

intent of the conversation.  When you 

pick up the newspaper, hear a sales pitch, 

or listen to someone tell a joke, you are 

ȰÅØÅÇÅÔÉÎÇȱ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ  

determining the appropriate response.  

Much of this work is simply second-

nature to us. 

When it comes to hearing God speaking 

to us afresh today through the words of 

scripture, we have to be a bit more  

intentional in our approach.  Words that 

×ÅÒÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ɉÉÎ 'ÒÅÅËȟ (ÅÂÒÅ×ȟ !ÒÁÍÁÉÃȣɊ  

thousands of years ago for an audience very different 

from our own, then copied and edited over time, then 

translated into English by folks steeped in the history of 

church traditions tend to lose a bit of what would have 

been second-nature to the original hearers.  The emotions 

or even the humor of the message is often lost.  Did you 

know that some of the words we read or hear in Sunday 

worship might just come from scripture which comes from 

ancient hymns sung by an early church community?  Did 

you know that the Gospel according to  

John opens with language that evokes the 

original creation story in Genesis 1?   

7ÈÅÎ ×Å ÌÅÁÒÎ ÔÈÅ ȰÂÁÃËÓÔÏÒÙȱ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔ 

biblical narrative, we find that we love the 

story so much more for the richness of the 

tapestry on which it was written.  We  

ÆÉÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÓÔÏÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÕÓ 

humans have been intertwined in a  

beautiful dance since the beginning.   

+ÎÏ×ÉÎÇ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÓÔÏÒÙ ÁÓ ÉÔ ÉÓ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÉÎ 

scripture helps us to make meaning of our 

own stories. 

$ÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÊÏÕÒÎÅÙȩ  

Try the Bible Retreat on Saturday, October 24.  

Mark your calendar.  Be there.  Child or 

ÁÄÕÌÔ ȣ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÈÅÌÐ ÙÏÕ ÇÅÔ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄȢ 

)Î ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄȟ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÁÌ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÓÃÈÏÌÁÒÌÙ ÏÒ ÔÏ ÓÉÍÐÌÙ 

ȰËÎÏ× ÍÏÒÅȢȱ  4ÈÅ ÇÏÁÌ ÏÆ "ÉÂÌÉÃÁÌ ÅØÅÇÅÓÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ 

read the Bible in a way that transforms our lives.  When 

ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÓÁÙ Ȱ) ,/6% insert scripture here because it 

ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ ÍÙ ÌÉÆÅȦȱ  4ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ËÎÏ× ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ Á true exegete. 

Coming on Reformation Sunday, October 25 

Launching a Comprehensive Small Group Ministry 
At the core of our vision is forging life-giving, intentional relationships with each other.  In that regard, a prototype of the 

ÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ Á ÓÍÁÌÌ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÇÕÎ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ 0ÁÓÔÏÒ 2ÉÃË ÁÎÄ (ÁÒÒÉÅÔȭÓ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐȢ  4ÈÅ ρς-person group 

represents a cross-section of Epiphany.  The prototype was formed to test the visioning and creating of small group  

ministry at Epiphany and to explore the possibility of launching, multiplying, and sustaining with excellence that ministry.  

The prototype is doing amazingly well, and the persons involved in the prototype cannot wait to begin to share and  

multiply their experience with all of Epiphany.  Look for complete information about how to get involved with the  

October edition of the Star. 

Knowing  

DƻŘΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ  

as it is written  

in scripture  

helps us to make 

meaning of  

our own stories. 
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As we enter September, it continues to be a very exciting time in the life of Epiphany  

Lutheran Church. The church continues to evolve and change so that we can better serve 

God and his children. What better way to be in relationship with our heavenly father and 

with each other than to offer up a petition to him of thanks and praise and to pray for one 

another at every opportunity.  

'ÉÖÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔ ÏÆ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÌÉÖÅÓȟ ÉÔȭÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÊÏÙ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÅØÐÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ 

prayer ministry at Epiphany, beginning Launch Sunday, September 13. You will continue 

to have the opportunity to write your prayer concerns during worship, now on the blue 

slip rather than a separate prayer card. When you submit a request, you will be prayed 

for during service (if you have indicated that your request is not of a confidential nature). 

After worship, prayer cards will be followed up immediately, continuing prayer as requested.  

The newest, most visible part of the Prayer Team evolving and changing will be a prayer 

station in the worship center that will be available to all people during the distribution of 

Holy Communion. Persons can go to the prayer station, which will be hosted by a lay  

deacon, to receive direct prayer.  

Another wonderful gift to our members of Epiphany is that each family will be prayed for  

intentionally during the year. Members of the congregation will be listed in the Starlight 

weekly and The Epiphany Star monthly ɉÓÅÅ ÐÁÇÅ υω ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ÉÓÓÕÅɊ so that all can be 

prayed for on a specific day. This Prayer Calendar will rotate to include every family. The 

members also will be included in our prayers on Sunday.  

As we become more intentional in our prayer life, I believe that we will become centered 

ÁÎÄ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÎ ×ÈÁÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÆ ÕÓ ÁÓ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓ ÓÏ 

that we are living and leading a life that glorifies God.   

Wednesday Night Dinners Return September 16 

Prayer Ministry Expanding Robin Aubrey 

Dinner at Epiphany  

returns Wednesday,  

September 16. The serving 

line will open at 5:45 p.m. 

and serving will continue 

until 6:30; a freewill  

offering is requested for 

ÍÅÁÌÓȢ 9ÏÕȭÒÅ ÉÎÖÉÔÅÄ ÔÏ 

come and enjoy dinner 

and fellowship before 

Grace Ways Community 

Study begins at 7 p.m.  

Invite your friends and 

neighbors to the best meal 

in Suwanee on Wednesday 

nights!  

Menus for September 
Remember to sign up on Sundays so the kitchen crew  

knows how much food to prepare. 

September 16: Welcome Back Dinner 

Fried Chicken, Potato Casserole, Green Beans, Chocolate 

Delight 

September 23: Italian by Fred 

tŜƴƴŜ tŀǎǘŀ ǿƛǘƘ CǊŜŘΩǎ aŜŀǘ {ŀǳŎŜΣ /ŀŜǎŀǊ {ŀƭŀŘΣ ¸Ŝŀǎǘ 

Rolls, Brownies 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ олΥ hƭΩ ¢ƛƳŜȅ .ŀǊōŜǉǳŜ 

Pulled Pork with Buns, Cole Slaw, Baked Beans, Banana  

Pudding 

Served each week: Sweetened and unsweetened tea, lemonade, 2% milk, 

and water. Peanut butter, jelly and white bread also available. 

Lord God, you have 

called your servants to 

ventures of which we 

cannot see the ending, 

by paths as yet 

untrodden, through 

perils unknown. Give us 

faith to go out with 

good courage, not 

knowing where we go, 

but only that your hand 

is leading us and your 

love supporting us; 

through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

- Lutheran Book of Worship 

Ministry Pillar  

Epiphany Lutheran 

Church is a  

COMPASSIONATE  

community who 

promotes wellness, 

wholeness and 

connectedness for all. 
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MidLites Kick Off the Year with End-of-Summer Pool Party 

Church Picnic Celebrating  

Launch Sunday, September 13 
Everyone is invited to attend worship at 8:30 or 11:00 on Launch Sunday and then gather 

at Suwanee Creek Park for a congregational picnic. Bring your favorite main dish, side 

dish or dessert to share. Paper goods will be supplies by the Congregational Life Team, 

along with tableware and drinks.  

This is a great time for fun and fellowship as we launch into ministry together. Invite your 

ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÓ ÔÏ ÊÏÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÎȢ 7ÅȭÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÇÁÍÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÁÇÅÓȢ  

Join us at  

Suwanee Creek Park, 

1150 Buford Hwy, 

Suwanee, 

immediately following 

the 11:00 worship 

service. 

9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅΩǎ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅƻǳǘƘ όƧƻƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴ 

high school) enjoyed a day at the pool on Saturday, 

August 29, as their first get-together for the new 

school year.  Hosted by Paula Atkins, MidLites leader, 

the youth spent the afternoon in the pool and then 

dried off for a cookout and some centering time back 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ǘƪƛƴǎΩ ƘƻƳŜΦ 

High school youth launched their year with a cookout 

on Sunday, August 30, hosted by the HiLites  leaders, 

Lisa and Jason Pugsley. 
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Open Communion at Epiphany 
the meal during worship.  

All are invited, and all 

means all.   

When we gather for Holy 

Communion each week we 

are a sign of what the 

prophet promised: 

On this mountain, the Lord 

of hosts will make a feast 

ÆÏÒ !,, ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢȱ 

- Isaiah 25:6 

For a thorough biblical 

and theological discussion 

about our practice, please 

refer to Open Communion at 

Epiphany on our website. 

First-time visitors to 

Epiphany are given a  

rousing invitation to our 

table when the congregation 

proclaims, Ȱ4ÈÅ 'ÉÆÔÓ ÏÆ 

'ÏÄ ÁÒÅ &ÒÅÅȦȱ   We so  

take the crucifixion and 

resurrection of Jesus with 

ultimate seriousness that 

we are convinced that God 

and God alone has already 

freed us from whatever 

would harm us, shame us, 

or fragment us.  As important 

as living the life of Christ is, 

our relationship with God is 

not about how good we are 

but how great God is.   

A study of the biblical  

narratives will reveal that 

God always invites all to 

participate in the kingdom 

of God.  God never  

excludes anyone.  Most 

significantly, every time 

God fed the people, 

whether by manna in the 

wilderness, or by Jesus 

feeding the multitudes, or 

by Jesus always receiving 

sinners to dinner, or even 

Jesus communing his  

denier and betrayer on the 

night he was betrayed, 

God gives to all.  Thus, we 

invite everyone to share in 

!ƴƴƻǳƴŎƛƴƎ hǳǊ Cŀƭƭ bŜǿ aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ wŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ 
All persons interested in uniting with Epiphany are invited to attend our process for  

welcoming and preparing persons for membership with us.  This process includes three 

Sunday morning sessions of Discovering the Church Again for the First Time and an  

ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÏÒÓ ÄȭÏÅÕÖÒÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÓÓÅÒÔÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÍÅ ÏÆ 0ÁÓÔÏÒ 2ÉÃË ÁÎÄ (ÁÒÒÉÅÔȢ   

Discovering the Church Again for the First Time meets at 9:45 am on Sundays, October 18, 

October 25, and November 1.  Persons will be received into membership on Sunday,  

November 22, during the 11:00 worship service. 

All interested persons are asked to contact the church office.  

Did You Know? 

First-time visitors to 

Epiphany are given a 

gift of bread on the 

Monday following  

their visit.  

WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅǎΣ άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ 

ōǊŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦέ 

Ministry Pillar  

Epiphany Lutheran 

Church is a  

WELCOMING 

community who 

invites others into our 

life together and 

extends biblical 

hospitality to all. 

Suwanee Day is  

September 19 

Your help is needed to serve 

ŀǘ 9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅΩǎ ōƻƻǘƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

Suwanee community festi-

val in Towne Center Park. 

/ŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀȅΚ ¢ƘŜƴ 

be sure to donate Coca-Cola 

products and water. Funds 

raised will benefit Gwinnett 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ƘŜƭǘŜǊΦ 

Holy Beans 

Coffee Ministry 

Run by 

Epiphany Youth 

 

raised benefit the  

free-trade growers and 

%ÐÉÐÈÁÎÙȭÓ ÙÏÕÔÈ  

ministries. 

And we sell coffee to take 

home! Subscriptions are 

$99 for 12 months and 

$52 for 6 months. Single 

bags of beans are $9 each. 

$ÏÎȭÔ ÍÉÓÓ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ 

cup of coffee at Epiphany 

every Sunday morning. 

Our youth brew delicious 

free-trade coffee from 

Latin America, shared 

with you for a freewill  

offering. Let the youth 

serve you a cup. Funds 
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Total Cost for the nine youth:  $9,606  

The trip was funded by: 

Designated gifts $ 3,111 

Holy Beans Café  1,977 

Summer Buzz Theater 1,281 

Deposits by participants 900 

Thrivent  800 

-ÅÎȭÓ #ÏÏËÏÕÔ 853 

-ÅÎȭÓ 3ÏÕÐ ,ÕÎÃÈÅÏÎ 364 

Bake Sale 240 

-ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ $ÁÙ &ÌÏ×ÅÒÓ 80 

Bondye beni nou! 

Epiphany Gives Year-Round Support to  

North Gwinnett Co-op 

Transformational Travel: July 2009 

Thanks, Epiphany, for Sending Our Youth to Haiti 

Epiphany an HTF Partner  

items to the grocery cart 

in the narthex. 

In July, Epiphany collected 

school supplies and filled 

49 backpacks for children 

served by the Co-op and 

provided more than $500 

in food to help the Co-op 

serve families getting 

ready to return to school.  

The North Gwinnett Co-op 

in Buford provides food, 

clothing, financial  

assistance and spiritual 

support to those in need in 

the Buford, Suwanee and 

Sugar Hill communities.   

Epiphany is a supporting 

partner of the Co-op,  

providing in-kind and  

financial support. We  

collect food year-round 

and members who serve 

at the Co-op deliver your 

donations on a weekly  

basis. Check out the  

Midweek Blast for lists  

of items regularly needed 

at the Co-op and plan a 

shopping trip! Bring your 

on education, health care 

and leadership develop-

ment, we are seeing  

amazingly inspirational 

and sustainable  

transformation at the 

ÈÅÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÈÕÍÁÎËÉÎÄȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ 

dignity -stripping problem: 

ÁÂÊÅÃÔ ÐÏÖÅÒÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÉÔȭÓ 

myriad of associated ills. 

The Haitian Timoun  

Foundation is focused on 

creating an alternative 

future for the children of 

Haiti. HTF works to build 

authentic partnerships 

between North Americans 

ÁÎÄ (ÁÉÔÉÁÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄȭÓ 

vision for the communities, 

families, and especially 

children in both countries 

ɂ that all may have life! 

HTF partners in Haiti are 

led by extraordinary  

Haitian people whose  

organizations have a 

proven track record,  

life-giving missions and 

impeccable ethics. Focusing 

Early on July 4, nine Epiphany youth, Pastor Rick and Martha Fleck left on a transformational journey: one week in Haiti. 

Reflections on their week are shared by two of the travelers on the following pages. Thank you, Epiphany, for your  

generosity in sending our youth to Haiti. (Pastor Rick, Martha, and three travelers from the West who joined the group 

each paid the full amount of their travel.) "ÅÌÏ×ȟ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÇÁÔÈÅÒÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÏÆ ÏÆ 3ÔȢ *ÏÓÅÐÈȭÓ (ÏÍÅ ÆÏÒ "ÏÙÓ ÉÎ (ÁÉÔÉȢ  

September 2009 

Ministry Pillar  

Epiphany Lutheran 

Church is a  

SERVANT 

community who 

stands with and 

works for justice 

among the poor, the 

powerless, and the 

disenfranchised with 

the compassion of 

Christ that has no 

limits or boundaries. 


