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From Pastor David: 
 

 What Does 
YOUR Bible Say 

to You? (And 

How?) 
 

A Bible text that speaks to me 

about God‘s word is ―Thy Word 

is a lamp unto my feet and a light 

onto my path.‖ Psalm 119:105. 

I keep three Bibles on my 

desk right in front of me.  These 

are always open to a text of which 

I‘m studying or on which I‘m 

preaching.  One Bible is a Life Application Bible Study Bible, 

one is the Message (paraphrase by Eugene Peterson and the 

third Bible is the New Revised Standard Version called Faith 

Sharing New Testament with Psalms.  The latter Bible is pocket 

sized and I carry that with me a lot. 

The Psalmist experienced what I know to be true: that 

God‘s Word (Holy Scripture) is the best way for us to know 

God‘s will.  To live as God would have us to live is living at its 

best!  John Wesley said that the people called Methodists were 

persons of ‗one book‘.  Even the Muslim prophet Mohammed 

called Christians and Jews ―The People of The Book!‖ 

While talking with John Shutt he told me that his NOOK 

contains the Bible.  Today, even many ―Smart Phones‖ have the 

Bible on them, which means God‘s word has truly become 

portable and accessible.  All this is to reiterate that God‘s word 

is so readily and easily available.  Take advantage of and enjoy 

that ready accessibility! Please, take time to read your Bible.  

As you do, let God inform you on all matters of life.  And if 

you have any concerns, difficulties or questions about Scripture, 

call me! 

My desire for us here at Highland, is for each of us to have 

a close working relationship with God‘s Word.  We can know 

what God thinks by knowing the Bible.  I challenge each of us 

to read Scripture daily.  Share the stories of the Bible with your 

children, grandchildren, and your neighbor‘s children.   

As I reflect upon my Faith Journey, Bible reading is 

essential to my growing in faith.  I look forward to hearing what 

the Bible has meant to you.   

Have a wonderful month of June and God‘s blessings! 

       Love in Jesus, 

          David 
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Lessons from the Garden 
From Pastor Heather 

I spent a great deal of time trying to figure out what my last 

sermon series at Highland should be. I finally concluded that it 

would be quite appropriate to spend a few weeks talking about 

the Highland Community Victory Garden. It has meant so much 

to my family (especially Caleb), and has far exceeded anyone's 

expectations. Over the past year, there have been many lessons 

learned from the garden, both the ones planned by Cullen, as 

well as ones that surprised us along the way.  

Consider how the relentless onslaught of weeds in a garden 

teaches us about the many challenges to the Christian life. 

Consider the intriguing connection between compost and the 

Christian life. And look at how harvest time teaches us about 

the life that pleases God. Each message will have a lesson that 

we have learned from the garden and will hopefully help us 

understand these biblical principles for growing in the Christian 

life. Join us in The Connection at 8:45am beginning May 29 for 

some "Lessons from the Garden." 

Blessings,  Heather 

the Ridge Rider 
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Important Staff News 
 

Wednesday June 8, 5:30 PM  
"THANK YOU" CELEBRATION 

HONORING  EARLEEN BARNES; 

HEATHER LEAR; and  ANITA TAYLOR 
 

   
Heather       Earleen    Anita 

 

Take time to share your love and thoughts with Anita, 

Heather and Earleen.  Let their families know how much you 

care for them.  

 
 

This Month We Bid Adieu to Three 

Beloved Staff Members & Friends Who 
Move to New Areas of Responsibility or 

to Retirement – Wed. June 8, 5:30 pm 

 

Dinner will be provided from 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. 
The menu is guaranteed to please all ages! It will include 

hamburgers, hot dogs and all the fixings.  As a very special 

treat, we also will be serving that real, old-fashioned, wonderful 

NCSU Ice Cream.  Our ―Thank You‖ celebrations for Heather, 

Earleen, and Anita will follow the dinner. 

Please! Reservations are a must!  Reservations must be 

received no later than noon on Sunday, June 5. Make your 

reservations at the reception desk or by calling the church office 

(787-4240) and speaking with the Receptionist. 

 

.. And .. We WELCOME Three New 
Staff Members & Our Summer 

Ministry Intern 
As Heather, Anita and Earleen leave, new persons come to 

help lead our ministries.  I know you will be kind, generous and 

thoughtful to David Stark, Amy Takahashi, Tony Baurichter 

and their families. We also officially welcome Kathy Rattie to 

our office. Immediately following is additional information 

about these new friends and their families.   

 

We Welcome David Stark 
Our New Associate Pastor 

 
David Sends Greetings to 

Highland!!  
  A Bit More About David and His Family 

 

 
David with his wife Sarah and son Elijah 

 

I joyfully anticipate the opportunity to serve alongside you 

as Associate Pastor, starting this June 28!  I have heard a lot of 

good things about you through the Connection, and I have seen 

it with my own eyes in the meetings I‘ve had with many of you 

already.  Highland is a place where the risen Christ is alive and 

active, how exciting!     

Over the coming months, I look forward to getting better 

acquainted with all of you.  For now, allow me to say a few 

words of introduction: 

Originally from southern Indiana (Seymour), I‘ve lived 

most of my adult life in North Carolina and the North East.  I 

studied theology and Scripture at Anderson University (IN), 

Duke Divinity School and Boston College—where I focused 

my studies on Wisdom Literature in the Hebrew Bible.  I have 

worked as a camp counselor, a youth pastor, a librarian, a 

ministry intern, an associate pastor, and an adjunct professor.  

For the last four years I have been blessed to see God at work, 

growing the country church that I serve as pastor. 

I married my high school sweetheart, Sarah, and in August 

we will celebrate our 15
th

 wedding anniversary.  Sarah and I 

have one son, Elijah, who is three years old.  Together, we 

enjoy reading, playing sports, and trying out new vegetarian 

restaurants.     

In my spare time I also enjoy watching Duke and Purdue 

basketball, reading something other than Curious George, trail 

running, playing video games, and trying to play guitar. 

I am already praying for you and trusting in God‘s blessing 

as we seek to serve Christ together at Highland and in the 

community.     

Grace and Peace, 

David Stark 



Page. 3 

We Also Welcome A New Director of 

Children’s Ministry:  Amy Takahashi 
Your Staff Parish Relations Committee is pleased to share 

with you that Amy Takahashi will join Highland as our Director 

of Children‘s Ministry.  Additionally, Amy will coordinate the 

children‘s choirs and other worship arts (art, instruments, 

drama) that she would like to incorporate into the overall 

children‘s program.  We will be working with Amy during the 

summer to ensure that we have directors for our children‘s 

choirs.   

Amy is a native of Virginia and received a Master of 

Divinity degree with an emphasis on Christian Education from 

Candler School of Theology at Emory University.  Her 

undergraduate degree from Emory and Henry College was in 

religion and music.  She has worked in the field of Christian 

Education with three United Methodist Churches for more than 

15 years, with primary focus in the areas of children‘s and 

youth ministries. 

Amy and her family currently live in Warren, 

Illinois.  Amy‘s husband, Yoshi, is an ordained Methodist 

minister and member of the Northern Illinois Conference.  They 

have three daughters, ages 6, 8 and 11.   For several years, 

Yoshi has been discerning his call to a specialized ministry in 

chaplaincy, and he has been accepted into the chaplaincy 

program at Duke.  They will relocate to Durham by early June 

and Amy will join us no later than July 1.   

 
Official Welcome to Kathy Rattie,  

Our Finance Office Assistant 
For several months, Kathy Rattie has quietly been working 

with Lisa Anthony, assisting in the record keeping and various 

accounting tasks so critical for a large church like Highland.  

Kathy came to us a temporary employee, retained to fill the gap 

left by the resignation of our former office assistant. 

The SPRC and Lisa were so pleased with Kathy‘s work and 

demeanor that they asked her to consider becoming permanent 

in the position.  Happily, Kathy agreed and now is serving as a 

regular employee and staff colleague of our church.   

So if you are ―puttering about‖ the office during the work 

week and see a smiling, pleasant face you do not know, please 

introduce yourself -- as it most likely is Kathy. 

 

Also Welcome Our Summer Intern in 

Ministry, Tony Baurichter 
This summer we will have Tony Baurichter as our Divinity 

School Intern.  Tony begins May 29th.  He will be with us for 

ten weeks.  

Tony grew up in a Christian home and greatly appreciates 

that influence in his life. As with many young people, in his 

teen years he drifted away from the church; but while in college 

Tony reconnected with the help of a pastor. 

Upon graduation Tony began working in an inner city 

ministry called DOOR in Florida City, Fla. He joined a United 

Methodist Church and it was during this time of his life that he 

felt God‘s call to full-time Christian ministry.  Tony has 

completed his first year at Duke Divinity.   

Tony and his wife, Dahlia live in Durham.  Dahlia is a 

social worker.  It will be great having her with us on Sundays. 

 Tony will begin with us May 29
th

.  Please welcome him 

and Dahlia.  Tony will be involved in all aspects of our summer 

church life.  I know he would enjoy in sharing a lunch time with 

you.  We will keep a schedule of this opportunity in the church 

office. 

Take an opportunity to spend time with Tony sharing 

around a meal, coffee or reflection time with Tony.  God will 

bless us through Tony Baurichter.  

Thank you so much for your partnership in ministry here at 

Highland! 

 

 

From Earleen Barnes: 
THANK YOU! 

How do I begin to say thank 

you for the past thirty years? At the 

risk of leaving someone out, I have 

to try. I would write individual 

thank you notes, but I don‘t even 

know where some people are! So 

here goes: 

Thank you, Rev. Jack Hunter, 

who started me on this path of 

Children‘s Music Ministry. Thank 

you Cindy Kuhlman and Wilda 

Brown who had laid the foundation 

with the Primary and Junior Choirs.  Thank you Marcia Nance 

and Diane Penny who tirelessly accompanied the Choristers, 

and younger choirs when they sang in church.  Thank you 

Elizabeth Beam for continuing the choral experience with the 

Youth Choir. Thank you Kelly Phillips, Janet Baucom, and 

Caroline Bruneau for leading the Joyful Noise. Thank you 

Joanie Loftin and Leigh Thorne and all the parents who assisted 

with the choir rehearsals. Thank you Jeff Whicker and Ann 

Pearce for sharing the choir room and handbell room, even 

when it was not always convenient! 

Thank you Anita Taylor and all the previous Directors of 

Children‘s Ministry with whom I was privileged to work.  

Thank you all the ministers that have supported me (and had 

patience with me as well!). Thank you to all the children who 

bravely wore the red bows and had the grace to wait until years 

later to tell me how much they disliked them! But you all 

looked so cute in them! 

Most importantly, thank you to the countless number of 

wonderful parents who rounded up the choir children on 

Sunday mornings, provided refreshments, helped ―robe‖ the 

children and repaired the robes, made and/or provided costumes 

and props for the Chorister musicals and Christmas Pageants, 

saw that their children attended rehearsals, helped in purchasing 

some of our instruments. I wish I could name each one of you, 

but rest assured you have earned stars in your crowns. The 

Children‘s Music Ministry would not be possible without the 

volunteer leadership and support, and I am sure it will continue! 

Finally, I thank my family, especially Hal, for their love 

and support all these years. And I thank God for bringing me to 

Highland and guiding me on this journey. I have truly been 

blessed! 

 

Earleen Barnes  
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More Important Activities and Events 

This Month 

 
Piano Concert June 5, 

3:00 pm  – Sanctuary 
Piano Dedication 
 

Famous Concert Pianist, 

Greg McCallum to Present 

Dedication Program on Our 

New Sanctuary Grand 

Piano 
 

On Sunday afternoon, June 5, 

3:00 pm, there will be a wonderful 

concert presented on our new sanctuary piano by noted pianist 

Greg McCallum.   

Mr. McCallum has performed across North and South 

America, the Caribbean, Europe, and Asia in some of the 

world's most prestigious concert halls including the Kennedy 

Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C., Preston 

Bradley Hall in Chicago, New York's Weill Recital Hall at 

Carnegie Hall, and St. Martin-in-the-Fields in London. We 

warmly welcome him to our church for this special musical 

event! 

McCallum frequently appears on radio and television, and 

records for the MSR Classics label. Currently he is working on 

an international recording project that includes residencies 

abroad and documents cultural and musical evolution through 

the piano and its diverse repertoire. His recent release in this 

series, Voyage à Paris, explores the development of French 

piano music around the turn of the twentieth century and 

includes works by Franck, Debussy, Ravel, Poulenc and 

Messiaen.   Gramophone praised the CD as a "delightful French 

tour" and hailed McCallum's "rock-solid technique" and 

"boldness and vigour" in performing this repertoire.  

On a personal level, McCallum taught our own Jeff 

Whicker from 1991 through 1993. This was during the 

―attorney phase‖ of Jeff‘s career when he was not playing the 

piano as much and he feared he was losing his technique. Jeff 

has said he was amazed at the progress he made after studying 

with McCallum. 

We are privileged at Highland to have an appearance by 

such a gifted musician.  He is a former teacher of our Music 

Director, Jeff Whicker and agreed to assist in dedication of our 

new piano as a courtesy to Jeff. 

His planned concert will include compositions by Edvard 

Greig, Claude Debussy, George Gershwin, Franz Liszt, and an 

original composition that he wrote. 

There will be no charge for the concert; however, a 

free-will offering will be collected. The offering will go to 

support the special “$1K for 1 Kid” program of the 

Methodist Home for Children.  This is the same program 

supported by our Children’s Ministry “Lemonade Stand” 

fund-raiser.  
Plan to come to this delightful event and bring friends and 

neighbors.  

 

This Month – Give a Hand to HSP! 

HIGHLAND SERVICE PROJECT 
Please remember to give a hand to help feed hungry 

teenagers (and adults) who are working hard this 

summer.  Especially consider helping to provide the POTLUCK 

DINNER on Wednesday evening, June 29
th

. After a busy day of 

repairs to a number of Wake County‘s needy individuals and 

families, our work teams are HUNGRY! To help fill those 

hungry tummies, Highland church family are needed to provide 

dinner on that Wednesday evening at 6:00 pm.   

Bring lots of food and join the HSP team for a potluck 

dinner at Camp Lapihio at Umstead State Park.  This is a 

wonderful opportunity to be involved with this 26 year ministry 

of Highland and to visit with friends from Highland this 

summer.   

Note that Camp Lapihio is about a 15 minute drive from 

the park entrance on US 70, so plan your trip 

accordingly.  Also, Camp Lapihio cannot be reached from the 

Harrison Avenue park entrance.   

For those who want to provide food but cannot make the 

trip to Umstead, please leave food in disposable containers, 

marked with HSP,  in the kitchen of Bradley Hall NO 

LATER THAN 5:15 pm on June 29.   

The HSP gang hopes to see you all there to join with them 

at the meal that evening.! 

 

NEWS FLASH:   
NCUMC Annual Conference Here in 

Raleigh June 15-18 – You are Invited 
For the first time ever, the NCUMC Annual Conference 

will be meeting in Raleigh at the new Raleigh Convention 

Center, Wednesday, June 15 through Saturday, June 18.  This is 

an opportunity you don‘t want to miss.  Anyone can attend any 

(one or all) of the conference sessions. The one restriction is 

that only lay delegates and ministers can vote. 

As most of you long-time Methodists know, the Annual 

Conference is, in general provides a review and opportunity for 

discussion about the state of the church including the bishop's 

report. In addition, there are worship services and communion 

each day.  There also will be many exhibits on materials and 

programs of interest to local churches and church leadership. 

The business of the conference also provides opportunities 

to review, discuss and the vote on several resolutions that have 

been submitted by members.  

This year our NC Annual Conference also will choose and 

vote on the delegates who will represent us at the national 

General Conference of our denomination. 

For further information, please contact one of the ministers 

or either of the Highland lay delegates, Bob Page or Frances 

Shutt, or search the Conference web page, http://nccumc.org.   

 

Make Your Church Contributions 

The Easy Way – Direct Draft 

 

 

 

 

http://nccumc.org/
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Did you know That Automatic Electronic 

Funds Transfer Can be Used to Make Your 

Contributions Exactly As You Specify??  
Did you know Highland UMC can help you honor your 

promise to the 2011 Stewardship Campaign by providing 

Automatic Electronic Funds Transfers from your bank account 

directly to the church‘s account?  It‘s true.  Highland initiated 

this draft program in May of 2001 to provide efficiency for our 

members and cash flow consistency for our General Operating 

Budget.   

Currently, 35 families participate by having $11,700 

drafted per month (that‘s $140,500 per year).  The drafts are 

submitted to your bank each month on or about the 16
th

 day.  If 

you would like more information about this program, please 

email me and I will send you an introductory letter and a few 

simple forms.   

The draft program can be used to meet any regular 

charitable gift to the church. 

Peace in Christ,  

Lisa A Anthony, CPA 

 

Highland’s Hospitality Task Force 
Looking for Your Input and Ideas 

How can we make visitors  

(and even members!)  

feel more welcome and more “belonging?” 
Highland has formed a Hospitality Task Force for the 

purpose of evaluating our current methods of showing 

hospitality to visitors and members and also improving these 

methods.  We are soliciting any feedback you would like to 

offer regarding this topic.  We would be very interested to hear 

how you felt coming to HUMC for the first few times.   

If you have any experiences or feelings you would like to 

share (positive or negative), please email me, Pam Mims, at 

plmims@gmail.com or call and leave a message at 828-5720 

and your call will be returned. 

Also, if you have any suggestions for ways we can 

improve, our welcoming and hospitality feel free to offer those 

as well.  Your anonymous comments will be compiled for 

discussion within our task force. We look forward to hearing 

from you.  

Pam Mims, Chairwoman  

 

UMC Helping With Japan Relief 
& Recovery From Tornado 

Losses! UMCOR is There Now! 
You can Help with Contributions 

Through Highland 
The magnitude of the tragedy of the earthquakes and 

Tsunami destroying large areas of Japan has created a need for 

a monumental, international relief and rebuilding effort.  Now, 

the additional tragedy of storm damage and loss also is right 

here in North Carolina, and indeed even in the Raleigh area. 

Many emergency support organizations are already 

providing relief to the extent that such efforts can reach those 

affected through the rubble and chaos following the disaster.  

Our United Methodist Church is one of those organizations 

with ―feet on the ground‖ providing help as much as is possible 

at this time – and planning to continue into the future.  Our 

UMC support is being provided through UMCOR – the United 

Methodist Committee on Relief and in our area, also through 

several UMC emergency response organizations. 

If you would like to help support these UMCOR relief 

efforts, you can do so thorough our local church.  To direct your 

donations to this effort, make your check payable to Highland 

UMC and write ―For UMCOR Relief― on the memo line.   

If you wish, you also can specify "Japan Relief"  or 

―Tornado Relief‖ on the memo line.   

Thank you for your generosity 

 

Youth, Young Adult, & Families 
Ministry 

 

 

 

You're under 30, and stuck in Raleigh 

for the summer.  
 

You need time to unwind, hang 

out with friends, and fill your soul. 
Lamp Post: 20-something 

Worship, Fellowship, Discipleship 
is Highland's College & Young Adult 

worship & fellowship.  We meet 

Tuesdays at 7:00 pm in room 211.  

So, if you are college age or a 

wandering twenty-something, come 

spend time with us as we study 1 

John. 

We will meet all summer June - August 9, in Room 213 to 

praise our Maker, to discover what cross-shaped living looks 

like, and to hang out with other adults under 30. 
 

 

Welcome the Confirmation Class of 

2011, who joined Highland on May 1: 

On Sunday, May 1, we welcomed into full adult 
membership, the 2011 Confirmation Class. 

 

This group included:  Andrea Colvin,  Madison (Maddie) 

Driggers, Kathryn Hood, Mackenzie Mims, Leah Moore, 

Giorgio Palermi, Sydney Shaffer (baptized), Hailey Tynes.   

Thanks to this years teachers: Charlie Baber, Janet 

Baucom, and Heather Lear.  And especially, a huge thank you 

to our mentors: Lisa Templeton, Joanie Loftin, Ellen Tucker, 

Chuck Stuber, Joan Mizelle, Bob Kruger, Candi Mitchell, Meg 

Smither, and Jason Taylor. 

 

See a photo of our wonderful Confirmands on Page 15 

Photo Copies Available – Contact John Robinson 

 

HIGHLAND YOUTH SUMMER EVENTS: 

 

UMYF: On Vacation after June 12.  There will be 

NO UMYF this summer.  The last UMYF will be JUNE 

12.  We will resume AUGUST 21. 

mailto:plmims@gmail.com
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Highland Service Project 
June 26 to 
July 2, 2011 
 

How will you contribute to Highland 27
th

 year of HSP, the 

Highland Service Project?  HSP is a summer youth mission 

camp founded and operated by Highland United Methodist 

Church to offer youth and adult volunteers the opportunity to 

serve God by serving those in need right here in the Raleigh 

area.   

We stay the week at Umstead Park, and send about 9 work 

teams of 5-6 youth plus 2 adults out to perform home repairs, 

usually for the elderly in need, around Wake County.  HSP is 

for High School students (9
th

-12
th

 grades).   

Youth wishing to attend must pay a $50 deposit to 

Highland UMC with HSP in the memo line.  Total cost per 

youth, for those who met the March 31 deadline is $125.  

Anyone not registering with the deposit by that deadline, pay 

$150 to cover expenses. 

 

How Can You Help HSP?   
Our primary need from adults is for cooks and work team 

leaders.  Cooks usually work in a small group to prepare a 

breakfast or dinner for about 75.  Food costs are 

reimbursed.  Team leaders work with the individual teams of 

youth that go to the different work sites.  Adult leaders attend 

the camp for free. 

If you wish to make a financial contribution to help 

with van rentals, building supplies, tools, etc., make the 

check payable to HUMC and write HSP on the memo line of 

your check. 
For more information on volunteering for cooks please 

contact Joyce Tynes at joyce.tynes@genworth.com.  For all 

other information or volunteering, please contact David Safran 

at dasafran@gmail.com or 919-946-2822. 

 

August 1-5 -  Youth To Do Local 
Service Projects – City Servants 

Applications available on church website.  Youth are 
welcome to invite friends.  Please sign up by June 10. 
\\

 

Youth Activities in July 
 

Surge: Summer mission, worship, and fun 

at Lake Junaluska, July 14-17.   
This camp experience is for current Middle School 

students.  July 14-17.  $75 deposit due June 10.  Total cost will 

be $175. 
 

Youth Group Trip to King's Dominion: JULY 
25.  Limited spaces available.  Please let Charlie Baber know 

you are coming by Thursday, July 21. 
 
 

 

Children’s Ministry & Activities 
 

 

Vacation Bible School –  

June 20-24, 
9:00 am -12:00 pm 

Plan now for your children 

to attend.  Highland VBS is 

always a great experience for 

children.  Also encourage friends 

to enroll their children too.  It is 

not necessary to be a Highland 

family and we welcome ALL 

children in our community to 

participate in this wonderful (and 

fun) Christian learning experience! 
 
VBS Registration is now open! 

REGISTER NOW! 
Please be sure to register your child(ren) and invite their friends 

to join us for this year‘s VBS Friendship Trek.  Check out the 

online registration on the church website at  

www.highlandumc.org 
 

Who?:     Your child (ages 3 and potty-trained 

through rising 5
th

 grade)  
 

What?:    Friendship Trek (Camping Theme) 
 

When?:  June 20-24, 9:00 a.m. -12 p.m. 
 

Where?: Highland UMC (inside and outside) 
 
 

 

SUMMER FUN:  MUSIC ARTS CAMP! 
Raleigh District Music Arts Camp 

JULY 11-15 9am-12:30 pm 

at Hayes Barton UMC! 
Parents and kids! Are you still looking for something to do 

this summer? How about spending a fun week participating in 

the Raleigh District Music Arts Camp from July 11 through 

July 15? This year it will be held at Hayes Barton UMC at 2209 

Fairview Road, which is not far from Highland. The camp is 

from 9:00am to 12:30pm each day and is for children who will 

be in the second through sixth grades this  fall. 

mailto:joyce.tynes@genworth.com
mailto:dasafran@gmail.com
tel:919-946-2822
http://www.highlandumc.org/
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The theme is Champions of the Bible, and activities will 

center on music, movement, puppets, art and worship. The cost 

is $30 for each child with $25 for each additional child in the 

family.  The link for registration is: 

 http://musicartscamp.eventbrite.com/.  

 

Just click on  ―Register‖ in the orange block. You can pay 

by check or online. If you have any questions, contact Earleen 

Barnes at Earleen@highlandumc.org. 

Earleen says ―I am looking forward to the camp and I hope 

to see you there.  Let‘s have a great representation from 

Highland!‖ 
 

 

 

Adult Ministries & Events 
 

 

United Methodist Women’s  
Ministries and Schedules 

 

 
No Regular Circle Meetings During the 

Summer Months Except by Special Notice 

Circle 7 will meet Monday evening, June 6 , at the home of 

Ann Pearce, 3809 Midlakes Dr., for a wonderful end of the year 

fellowship and planning dinner.  Please plan to bring either a 

dessert or salad to share.  Opportunities will be available to 

sign-up to hostess and co-hostess our Circle 7 meetings for our 

Fall 2011-Spring 2012 meetings. 

  
 

Methodist Men’s Ministries 
 

 

UM Men – Breakfast and Meeting 
Saturday June 11, 7:30 am 
The UMM will have their May breakfast and program on 

Saturday June 11
th

 at 7:30am in the Bradley Center.   

 
 

 

Men’s Tuesday Morning Fellowship  
Join us for Coffee, Fellowship, and Study 6:30am – 
The "Fellowship and Prayer Group" meets every Tuesday 

morning in the Conference Room at 6:30am sharp for coffee, 

study and prayer.  The meeting ends promptly at 7:30am.  

All are welcome to participate – one meeting – or many. 
 

 

Senior Men’s Coffee Klatch  

Tuesday Mornings 10:00 AM  
Also meeting for informal fellowship, 

discussion, and some coffee, a group of 

Highland friends gather each Tuesday 

morning at 10:00 am – either in Room 210 

or the Conference Room.  This small group of erudite scholars, 

philosophers, (and possibly one or two retired hobos) gathers to 

discuss and definitively resolve the knotty issues troubling the 

rest of humanity.   A secondary objective is to assure that each 

participant shares rib-tickling humor recently gathered from 

Internet ―Forward, Forward, Forward, Forward, …(etc.).  

All men who are ambulatory, or who can be delivered in 

wheelchairs or go-carts are welcome to participate!  The only 

cost or hazard is to your stomach lining (as Bill Kiger often 

makes the coffee). 
 

 

 

 

 

Highlanders  -- Senior Adults’ 

Meetings & Plans 
 

 

The Highlanders, Senior Adults, continue to have 

interesting monthly meetings and fellowship, with a number of 

day trips scheduled each year.  Monthly meetings almost 

always include a delicious lunch and an interesting speaker.  

Also, normally, two times each year the Highlanders offer an 

extended, overnight, 3 or 4 day trip for those who wish to 

participate. 

There is no ―minimum age specification‖ for Highlanders; 

and any and all mature adults are welcome to participate.  There 

are no ―Membership Dues‖ and the only requirement is to pay 

for your own lunches or trip costs when you elect to attend and 

participate.  Look at the activities described below and make 

your plans to join in with this wonderful fellowship group! 
 

 
 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Day trip to Meadow Village for buffet 
lunch, with stop at the Farmers 

Market 
The highlanders will ride the church bus to the Meadow 

Village Restaurant near Benson, NC for a buffet luncheon on 

June 14, 2011.  The chocolate pie is out of this world!  On the 

return trip, we will stop at the Farmers Market to inspect and 

purchase some fresh summer fruits and vegetables. 

The church bus will load in the church parking lot at 9:45 

a.m. and depart promptly at 10:00 a.m.  The restaurant will 

have tables set up for our group at 11:00 a.m. so we will miss 

the noon rush period.  Please sign up at the reception desk in the 

church by June 10, 2011. 

 

Highlanders “On Vacation” 
 July & August 

Great Return in September! 

 

Tuesday, September 20, 2011,  

Luncheon with David Goehring 

Reporting on Trip to Israel 
Rev. David Goehring will provide a slide show and 

interesting account of the recent trip that he and several from 

our congregation enjoyed in Israel. His presentation will be 

followed by another delicious luncheon by Food Service 

Director, Morgan Cartusciello.  

Cost of the luncheon will be $8.00. Reservations must be 

made by September 17. 

 
(more Highlanders – next page) 

 

 

http://musicartscamp.eventbrite.com/
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Tuesday, October 11, 2011 

Luncheon with program by Sandy 
Webbere, Curator at North Carolina 

Museum of History 
 

 

Ms. Webbere will present the program on "A Look Back 

into North Carolina History." She is one of the curators at the 

NC Museum of History, and will be bringing us another of her 

very interesting discussions on the history of our state. Her 

presentation will be followed by a delicious luncheon by Food 

Service Director, Morgan Cartusciello. 

Cost of the luncheon will be $8.00. Reservations must be 

made by October 7. 

Other functions planned for the fall include: 
¶ A day trip in our church bus in September – Destination 

to be determined. 

¶ In late October, another overnight trip with Nancy Cabe 

tours.  Most probably we will schedule a four day trip 

to Nashville, TN and surrounding area. 

¶ Another entertaining presentation by Mac McElrath in 

November with luncheon by Morgan Cartusciello. 

Details will be provided in coming issues of the Ridge Rider. 

 

Delightful May Day Trip to Sylvan Heights 

Waterfowl Park – Encouragement for you 

“oughta be” Highlanders 
An example of the delightful day-trips we take certainly 

can be seen in the trip taken last month to the community of 

Scotland Neck, NC, location of the world-famous Sylvan 

Heights Waterfowl preservation and conservation park.  At this 

location, endangered waterfowl species from all over the world 

are bought for breeding and preservation of the species.  Huge 

outdoor pond areas, fenced and overhead netted at comfortable 

heights, keep rare birds enclosed but free to fly and swim about, 

while keeping unwanted birds and predators out of the 

enclosures. 

Special pond-enclosures are provided for each major region 

of the world from South America to Asia to Africa – and of 

course also for North America.  Scientific breeding programs 

conducted by world authorities help to expand the supply of 

endangered bird species as well as provide a source for zoos 

and Avian parks around the world.  Scotland neck has quite 

literally become the world‘s point of salvation for many rare 

birds. 

36 Highlanders and friends made the all-day trip on 

Tuesday, May 17, with a final stop at Abrams BBQ and 

Chicken Restaurant in Scotland Neck.  If you are in the ―40s – 

something-plus‖ range and have not yet joined into 

Highlanders‘ activities, give it a serious thought for the future! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Remember in Prayer  
 

 

Mary Martin, Bill Babcock, Mike Williams, Violet Poole, 
Helen Cheek, Ray Roten, Linda Ray, Bill Wilkinson,  
Jim Sineath, Daisy Smith, Dan Pickett, Julia Samuel, 

Irene Alford (Vance Alford’s mother),    
Ann & Bob Boyette, Jane Bowen (Linda Cooksey’s sister), 

Tommy Bullock, Brenda Bergevin (Billie Poole’s sister), 
Lydia Byrd (Daisy Smith’s great niece), Mary Cherry,  

Dot Correll, Dwight Crumpton, Larry and Sandra Davis 

(Kyle Rudd’s sister and brother-in-law), Bill Dickinson 
(Cori Stocum’s father), Patrick Dunnagen, Brooks Epley 
(Sue Sink’s grandson), Stuart Ferguson, Harold Fuller, 
Lorraine Gergen, Brent Gibbs, Nancy Goodson (Brenda 

Hudson’s mother), Laurie Hedrick (George Hedrick’s 
daughter), Eric Hitchcock, Betsy Huber,  

Gloria Jean Jackson (Patrick O’Carroll’s mother),  
 

Highlanders viewing just a tiny 
sampling of the hundreds of bird 
specimens  
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More Prayer Concerns 
Shannon Johnson  (Jim & Betty Johnson’s daughter-in-

law), Van Lee (Jennifer Alford’s father), Bob Lowder 
(Linda McLain’s brother), Sally Lowe, Charles Lowe, 

Chase Mann, Carl Mims (Chip Mims’ father),  
Betty & Gene Naylor, Cheri Nystrom (David Dix’s sister), 
Patrick O’Carroll, Sally Page, Andrew Palmer, Cil Phe, 

Lee Price (Inez Price’s son),  Buddy Redding,  
Phil Redwine, Dot Sanders, Kathy Scholl,  

Don & Pat Scott, Scott Simonson (Steve & Lorraine 
Gergen’s son-in-law), Adam Swiskey, Sharon Taylor, 

Wayne Thomas (Rex Thomas’s brother), Alice Wallace, 
Mary Russell Ward (Susan Ward’s mother), Jim Wesche 

(Virginia Child’s brother), Paul West, Lula White,  
Dora Wilkerson, and Bryce Younts.  

 
Please also remember in prayer those serving in our 
military:  
Michael Casey, Scott Hudson, Robert Boone, Erich Dix,  
John Hudson, Christopher Mulholland, Justin Henderson, 

Matthew Bawden, Justin Rose and Josh Shannon .  
 

Our Sympathy 
 

Following recent family deaths, we extend 

our deepest sympathy and condolences to … 
 

… Greg and Effie Tompkins on the death of Effie‘s 

grandmother, Dorothy Clayton, April 29, 2011  

 

… to friends and family of Inez Price upon her death, 

May 12, 2011. 

 

… to Blanche Miller and family on the death of her 

husband, Phil Miller, May 12, 2011 
 

 

Welcome A New Member! 
 

We welcome Scot Deuel to 
Highland! 

Scot was welcomed into 

membership on May 8, at the 

11:00 am worship service.   

We have appreciated 

Scot‘s presence for some 

months as he has been playing 

trumpet in the Highland Winds 

ensemble, but only now has 

decided to ―officially‖ affiliate. 

Look for Scot and make 

him feel even more welcome! 

 

 

 
 

Congratulations!  
 

Congratulations to Joe and Leslie Pate on the birth of 

their granddaughter, Skylar Collins Bibb, parents are Peyton 

and Katherine Bibb. 

Congratulations  to George and Melanie Smith on the 

birth of their grandson, John Snyder Jenks born May 4, 2011. 
 

 

Congratulations to Our Graduates! 
We celebrate and congratulate the graduates and their families 

for completion of these milestone academic events. 

 

College Graduates: 
Chrissie Chapman Ormand graduated from the Charleston 

School of Law with a Juris Doctor degree with cum laude 

honors. She is the daughter of Ann Chapman and Charles 

Chapman. 

 

Kaitlin Marion Dunn graduated from The University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill with a BS in Economics. She is the 

daughter of Charles and Vickie Dunn. 
 

Allison Melton is graduating from N C State with a Bachelor 

of Science Degree in Applied Mathematics and Minors in 

Accounting and Business Administration.  She'll be pursuing a 

Master of Arts in Teaching at UNC. She is the daughter of Tom 

and Judy Melton. 

 

Scott Hampton Rodgers will graduate from UNC/ Chapel Hill 

next weekend with a degree in Economics.  

 

High School Graduates 
Emily Catherine Rodgers from Millbrook High School. She 

will be attending UNC/Chapel Hill in the fall.  

 

Scott and Emily Rodgers are the children of Barry and 

Mary Rodgers. 
 

Note: This list of graduates is not complete, but at the time of Ridge 
Rider preparation, these are the only graduates for which the 
families submitted information 

 

Doris Kruger Honored as One of Two 
Outstanding Wake County Volunteers 

On Friday, May 6th, at a special 

awards ceremony held at Edenton 

Street UMC, members of the City of 

Raleigh's RSVP Corps, (Retired 

and Senior Volunteer Program) 

were honored at an Oscar-themed 

banquet to thank them for their 

service to the community.  The 

Senior Corps enlists people who are 

55 or over in two federally-

sponsored programs - the Foster 

Grandparent Program and the 

Retired and Senior Volunteer 

Program. In the past year, more than 

600 volunteers served in the local 

Senior Corps, which covers all of 

Wake County. 

The Foster Grandparents and 

RSVP members logged more than 

150,000 hours in work valued at more than $3.2 million, said Kristen 

Rosselli, director of the Raleigh Community Services Department, 

which administers the Senior Corps program locally.  

Two individual members of the Senior Corps received special 

honors with the annual Unsung Hero Awards: Doris Kruger, who 

Doris and Bob Kruger  
Doris holding her 

RSVP Award. 
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volunteers as a receptionist in the Volunteer Services Office of Rex 

Healthcare, and James Hawkins, a Foster Grandparent who works 

with children at Wanda's Little Hands. 

Doris, a retired vice president for Nations Bank, began 

volunteering with RSVP more than 16 years ago when she moved from 

Virginia Beach. At that time, she was newly married to Highland‘s 

Bob Kruger, who already was serving as an RSVP member at the 

Triangle Radio Reading program.  In 1997, husband Bob, also was 

honored as a recipient for his work reading over the radio for the deaf 

in our community. 

The RSVP program links people like the Krugers to nonprofit 

organizations that greatly need and benefit from extensive volunteer 

help.                (more next page) 

This year, our Doris, was honored for her many hours of 

volunteering at Rex Hospital.  In her work at Rex, Doris says she 

enjoys her work which includes greeting guests, scheduling interviews 

and handling volunteer 

inquiries. "I just love 

meeting the people who 

come in and also 

working with the other 

volunteers," she said.  

Doris also can be seen 

on a regular schedule at 

the reception desk here 

at Highland where she 

has been active with the 

UMW, the Worship 

Committee, and many 

other activities as 

needed. 

Above: Doris Kruger, winner of 2011 RSVP Unsung Hero 
Award, with City Councilor Eugene Weeks 

 

Doris‘s award continues a tradition of Highland members 

being recognized for outstanding volunteerism!  Two years ago, 

Aileen Tarver received the same honor for her extensive 

volunteer contributions at the Senior Center and also her at 

Highland.  Similarly, last year, Pam Brothers also was 

recognized for volunteer work at Rex Hospital! 
 

THANKS! 
 

From Mary Martin 
To the Staff and Congregation of Highland, my deepest 

gratitude for the care shown to me following my recent accident 

and surgery.  Your prayers, cards, and many other expressions 

of concern were truly an inspirational.  You surrounded me 

with Christian love and have blessed my life – and I thank you! 

Mary 
 

Memorials and Honorariums  
 

Frequently, it is desired to make a memorial gift or a gift to 

honor some living person.  The church welcomes such gifts at 

any time.  When making such a gift, the donor can specify that 

it is to be used in some specific manner or can simply make a 

general gift.   

When memorial gifts are not specified by the donor for 

some specific mission, the family of the person being 

memorialized is given the option of specifying how the gift is to 

be used.  After 12 months, if there is no such designation by the 

family, the funds are transferred to the HUMC Permanent 

Endowment Fund. 

Below is a summary of all such specified gifts received by 

the church office during the month of April.   
 

2011 Memorial Gifts Received in April:  
   

In Memory of: Gerald White Sr.    
Given for:        Given By: 
Gerald White Sr. Memorial  Florence Pearce 
Gerald White Sr. Memorial    Leroy & Nancy Walters 
Gerald White Sr. Memorial    Wayne & Teresa Bailey 
Gerald White Sr. Memorial    Nancy Hart 
Gerald White Sr. Memorial    Milton & Chase Haynes 
In Memory of: Euguene & Eugenia Smith  
Given for:        Given By: 

Children's Ministries    Mark & Adelle Norman   
 
In Memory of: Ray Cooper Black  
Given for:        Given By: 

Community Garden      Henry & Susan Sink 
 
In Memory of: Joyce Britt  
Given for:        Given By: 

The Library        Denise & Eric Ricks 
 
 

 

Mary Smith Memorial Library 
Room 208 

Strengthening the faith journey of 
book lovers in our congregation 

 

 

 
 Summer Reading Fun – June 15 through 

August 15 

 

“Scooping Up Books” is the theme this 

year.  A parade of ice cream cones will be on 

display on the library bulletin board to be 

labeled with each reader‘s name.   As books 

selected from our church library are read, a 

―scoop‖ of ice cream will be added to the 

reader‘s ice cream cone.  Once each reader 

has completed their reading requirement, a new book will be 

placed in the library in their honor.   The more readers we have 

participating, the more books will be added to our library!   

 

Staff Picks for June: 

Adult/Teen Fiction:   Naomi and her Daughters by Walter 

Wangerin – breathtaking descriptions from Judges and Ruth of 

strength, tenderness and inspirational courage 

Adult Nonfiction:  Love Is A Verb by Gary Chapman – stories 

of what happens when love comes alive 

Children:  Ice Cream: The Full Scoop by Gail Gibbons – learn 

how this delicious treat is made and enjoyed 
 

On the New Books Carts… 

Miles to Go by Richard Paul Evans 

The Saturday Big Tent Party by Alexander McCall Smith 

Miss Julia Rocks the Cradle by Ann Ross 
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Minding Frankie by Maeve Binchey 

Don’t Sing at the Table: Life Lessons from my Grandmothers 
by Adriana Trigiani 

See you in the Library!  The door is always open and is 
staffed each Sunday between 9:30 and 10 o’clock. 

 
 

Church Life & News of Interest 
 

Summer Choir – A Chance to Sing-

Along with No Weekly Commitments 
Do you enjoy singing? Did you used to sing in a choir in 

high school or college or church? Have you been reluctant to 

join a group at Highland because you were afraid you didn‘t 

have time for a weekly commitment (or maybe, because your 

singing has been so long ago you are unsure of your singing 

voice now)? If so, summer choir could be just what the doctor 

ordered! 
During the months of June through August, most of 

Highland‘s music groups stop their weekly rehearsals. (The 

exception is the Praise Band which prepares as many as six 

songs weekly for the Connection Service, even in the summer.) 

But there is still a need for music in worship services! In the 

summer, we typically have soloists and small ensemble groups 

sing at 8:30 service. But at the 11:00 am worship service, we 

have a small pick-up choir that meets at 10:30 am to prepare 

music for the 11:00 am service. Obviously, the music is easy to 

learn since we don‘t have time to rehearse. And there is no 

rehearsal commitment other than coming to the choir room 30 

minutes prior to the service. 
It‘s the summertime and choir robes are hot so we don‘t 

wear them at 11:00. This is worth mentioning only in so far as a 

reminder that whatever you wear for summer choir will be seen 

by the congregation. You can‘t necessarily just wear any old 

thing, since we don‘t have the luxury of covering up with a 

choir robe. Dress code, however, is exclusively the domain of 

the wearer! No deductions for lack of style and no points are 

awarded for fashion sense. 
Of course, we confess that we secretly hope that once you 

begin singing with us, you‘ll want to join a regular group in the 

fall. But there is absolutely no pressure. Come have fun and 

help us Praise the Lord! 
 

May 1 -- HUMRingers Concert for Star UMC 

(Pastor, Kay Boone’s Church) 

 
May 1st was a special occasion for Highland's 

HUMRingers.  Director Ann Pearce transported the group in a 

caravan for the hour and one-half southwest from Raleigh to 

Star UMC where the Rev. Kay Boone is serving in ministry. 

The afternoon concert raised about $550 for that congregation's 

"Back Pak Pal‘s" program. This program in which Highland 

also is a participant, (also known as ―Back Pak Buddy‘s), 

provides a backpack of food for weekends for disadvantaged 

NC Children, many of whom would probably go hungry over 

the weekends when school-provided meals are not available. 

For the HUMRingers concert, the Star UMC Sanctuary is 

well appointed and an acoustical "gem." The HUMRingers 

presented 9 selections that included a processing introit, "In the 

Garden," "Great is Thy Faithfulness," "Here I Am, Lord" (with 

Kay and Ken singing), and "Somewhere Over the Rainbow." 

Afterwards, they accompanied the congregation as they sang 

several other old hymn favorites.  

Then everyone was treated to an amazing covered dish 

meal in the church's spacious fellowship hall. Country cooking 

at its best! The HUMRIngers are delighted to report that Kay 

and Ken are very happy as they serve this community and 

everyone there expressed their extreme gratitude that this 

particular "pastoral team" has been assigned to them. Praise the 

Lord! 

 

"Flowers needed for the Sanctuary:  
The following Sundays are available if you would like to 

provide flowers for the Sanctuary in memory or honor of a 

loved one: July 10, July 24, July 31, August 21, September 18, 

November 13 and November 21, 2011. Please call the church 

office or email ann@highlandumc.org to request a Sunday and 

to provide information to be printed in the bulletin." 

 
 

Highland’s Community Garden 
News 

 
 

 

This Spring in Your Garden! 
April and May in Your Highland Community Garden saw 

early harvesting, and many planting and learning opportunities.  

Bountiful harvests of radishes, spinach, lettuce, onions, arugula, 

snow and sugar snap peas pleased the vested gardeners, and 

also allowed a good volume of greens to start this season‘s 

contributions to Plant a Row for the Hungry.  The carrots are 

growing well and the thinned plants are producing wonderfully 

sweet carrots.   

Eighty-two people have worked in the garden this season, 

and thirty-two are ―vested‖, which means they‘ve worked more 

than 10 hours and are eligible to harvest produce.   

 

After the danger of frost was passed, we were able to plant 

many additional crops.  These included herbs, peppers -- both 

sweet and hot -- 4 varieties of okra, 15 of tomatoes, 7 of 

eggplant, 3 varieties of cucumbers, and an assortment of other 

―goodies‖ such as tomatillos and sweet ground cherries.  

Squash takes up a lot of territory, so we chose to plant these in 

mailto:ann@highlandumc.org
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our demonstration straw bale planters outside the perimeter of 

the main garden.  This is quite an unusual sight, but the 7 

varieties of squash are up and growing.   

We continue to dig and amend, because we are preparing 

flowerbeds all through the garden.  If it‘s been a while since 

you visited the garden, please wander through.  We hope you 

will be blessed by the beauty, peace and serenity.  Take a look 

at some of the new plant labels.  A picture of the produce 

growing in the bed is accompanied by its name in several 

languages, provided by students in the ESL program, which 

meets at Highland.   

If you‘d like be part of the gardening action, come out on 

Saturday mornings anytime between 8:00 am and 1:00 pm, and 

enjoy the camaraderie and gardening lessons.  We generally 

have about 25 working, and there is something in which anyone 

can participate, regardless of age or ability.  Coffee, tea, 

lemonade, and water are provided, and the gardeners usually 

bring snacks. 

 

Garden Awarded UMC Raleigh District’s  

2011 Outstanding Lay Ministry  
In April, our garden was awarded the Outstanding Lay 

Ministry for 2011 by the Raleigh District of the United 

Methodist Church for our community involvement, outreach to 

immigrants, support of the Interfaith Food Shuttle‘s Plant a 

Row for the Hungry, and inspiration for others to begin their 

own community gardens.   

Cullen Whitely, our garden‘s coordinator, reports that as 

news of our Highland Garden circulated, interest in developing 

more gardens like ours rapidly grew.  There are now over 35 

gardens going in, or being planned, in four states due to Your 

Garden!  As a result of its recognition, Your Garden is now 

being used as a model for community gardening across the state 

of NC.  Well Done!! 

 
Preschool Gardeners – Checking out the growing lettuce crops 

 

Congratulations Gardeners!  
From “Old Master Gardner”  

Cullen Whitley 
As noted above, YOUR Garden has been given the NC 

Eastern United Methodist Conference's Raleigh District "Lay 

Ministry of the Year Award". 

Well Done!!! I know that Your garden's goal is not to win 

awards; however, it is really wonderful to see that your peers 

have recognized all of your dedication and hard work - and, all 

of the community spirit that you have generated! Please give 

thanks and praises to Tom Lamb for again nominating your 

garden for another recognition.  

We have lot's to do in the garden each Saturday: planting, 

thinning, mulching, planting more flower beds, sifting our own 

compost, weeding, watering, tying twine on our fences, 

cleaning out our garden ―nest‖, planning - and harvesting 

lettuce, spinach, radishes, onions and Snow Peas. Seedlings also 

are available for you to take home and start your own garden!  

I would like to take this time to personally thank each of 

you for the support that you have given to YOUR Garden. You 

have created an explosion of interest in community gardening 

that is unlike anything that has ever been seen in our 

community, county and state before. You are now the Leaders 

in community gardening - and I am so Proud of everyone that I 

am almost in tears.  

Thank You All from the bottom of my Heart! 

Cullen Whitley 

612-3904 
 

 
 

 

Highland UMC in Mission 
In Our Community & the World 

 

Helen Wright Center for Women 
The Helen Wright Center is a short-term emergency 

housing facility for women operated by Urban Ministries of 

Wake County. It is located in downtown Raleigh and provides 

meals, laundry and shower facilities, and case support services 

for these ladies in addition to overnight housing.  It is open 

from 4PM until 9AM Monday through Friday and the guests 

are served dinner and breakfast. On the weekends and holidays, 

the shelter is open 24 hours each day and three meals are 

provided. Volunteers from local organizations prepare and 

serve all of the food. At the facility, the ladies also have access 

to laundry facilities and other support services.  

Highland UMC serves these women by preparing and 

serving their evening meal several times during the year. 

Highland thanks the Outreach Ministry Team for providing 

such a valuable service to these ladies!  

On May 16, the Faith Quest Sunday School Class served 

dinner to the ladies at the Helen Wright Center for Women. 

They provided ham, potato salad, green beans, fresh fruit, and 

chocolate cake. In addition as a special gift, they took some 

individual body sprays for the ladies.  

Highland thanks the Faith Quest Class for sharing God‘s 

love with these ladies. Several of the Sunday School classes as 

well as our Outreach Ministry Team serve this facility during 

the year. The next Highland dinner will be on June 20, 2011, 

when the Upper Room Sunday School Class will prepare and 

serve dinner. If anyone else would like to serve these ladies, 

please contact Pam Brothers (mamab3309@aol.com).  

 

Faith and Society 
Things to Think About 

 

Consider Your BLESSINGS –  

From Lay Leader, Pam Brothers 
Summer is here! V-A-C-A-T-I-O-N! So, what are your 

family‘s plans? Perhaps you‘ll be going to the beach or to the 

mountains. Maybe you will go to an amusement park, the zoo, 

or visit friends and relatives. I hope your family will be in 

Raleigh for Vacation Bible School, Highland Service Project, 

mailto:mamab3309@aol.com
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and City Servants if you are eligible to participate in those 

events or can volunteer to help.   

While you are gone, your friends at Highland will miss 

you! Be safe! As you and your family enjoy yourselves, don‘t 

forget your friend and Savior, Jesus Christ. You can tell him 

about all the things you are doing and seeing. You can thank 

him for making the oceans and little crabs, for blue skies with 

puffy white clouds and bluebirds. You can even ask him why 

He made flies and mosquitoes!  

When I was a little girl, I learned a song that you may not 

know. It was called ―Count Your Blessings‖. The words go 

something like this: 

     Count your blessings, name them one by one. 

     Count your blessings, see what God has done! 

     Count your blessings, name them one by one. 

     And it will surprise you what the Lord has done! 

This song was based on Scripture. The text was I Thessalonians 

5:16-18, which reads: 

 ―Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 

you.‖ 

I‘m starting a list of my blessings and hope your family 

will make one also. Thank you, Jesus, for being my friend and 

Savior. Thank you for your church and that I‘m free to worship 

at Highland. Thank you for our Pastors (who teach, guide, 

counsel, and comfort us). Thank you for our church staff who 

faithfully serves you and us. Thank you for our church leaders. 

Thank you for our church members. Thank you for my family 

and friends, for cool evenings after a hot day, for stars and 

rainbows, for fireflies, for the smell of hamburgers on the grill, 

for the sound of a waterfall. Thank you for smiles, for 

children‘s voices--- 

Aren‘t we all blessed! Thank the Lord! 

Pam Brothers 

 

Torture Has Many Ugly Faces  

and is a World-Wide Scourge 

“Torture is Wrong” -- Our Micah 6:8 Team 

Calls Attention to  June as 

 “Torture Awareness Month” 
Look for the ―Torture is Wrong‖ banner to appear in our 

church halls during June. While most of us think only about 

―torture‖ at the hands of military or police authorities, torture of 

body and spirit comes in many other guises.  Torture comes 

from bullying on the playground, and from physical and mental 

violence linked to bigotry of all sorts.  Torture of dissenters 

rises to the level of normal national policy in a number of 

countries. As another example, human slavery is far from 

extinct in our world and accounts as a mechanism for inflicting 

many forms of torture.  Inhumane forms of treatment in 

criminal detention facilities around the world is an ongoing 

form of torture.  

To this last point, Tom Wolcott‘s uncle was tortured in a 

Nazi concentration camp during WWII for making disappear, 

the files of people at risk of arrest. This bit of family history is a 

powerful motivator for the Wolcott family! 

Here in the US, mistreatment of prisoners in facilities 

controlled by our government and military raised some of the 

most recent awareness of, and protests against the use of 

torture. As most Americans will recall, soon after President 

Barrack Obama took office, he signed a directive that bans the 

use of torture techniques on detainees in US detention facilities. 

This reflected his own conviction that torture is wrong, and was 

also in response to an outcry from many Americans when the 

use of torture in US controlled detention facilities was made 

public. At that time, many Highland members participated in a 

letter-writing campaign, protesting the use of torture.  

Although torture is illegal in the U.S and is prohibited in 

the 147 countries that are signatories to the U.N. Convention 

against torture, not even all signatories honor that convention.  

The international benchmark definition of torture is ―cruel, 

inhumane and degrading treatment‖. More information about 

torture, its definition, documentation of opposition by the 

military to torture as a means of getting information (something 

about which there is much misinformation), and links to other 

resources, are available on the Micah 6:8 Mission Team 

website.  

The banner you will see inside our halls this month is 

issued by the National Religious Coalition against Torture 

(NRCAT). Both the United Methodist Board of Church and 

Society and the Board of Global Ministries work with this non-

partisan group to raise awareness about torture and the many 

variations of it in human behavior.  

 

So Why Are We Now Making an Issue of 

“Torture” Now? 
Simply stated: Because it still exists in many forms and it is 

specifically condemned by the United Methodist church. The 

2004 (most recent edition) of the Book of Discipline of the 

United Methodist Church (Paragraph 164A) is very clear on the 

wrongness of torture.  

At the Church Council meeting on May 15, the ―How and 

Why?‖ to communicate our opposition to torture in all its 

forms, generated a lively discussion.  Some expressed concern 

that our visible public opposition to torture could be perceived 

as a very unfair criticism of our US military.  As the issue of 

various forms and sources of torture remains an emotional 

touchstone, there were expressions of concern about 

appearances of politicization of any protest of torture (or of a 

host of many other ethical concerns).  Some Council members 

even, asked whether ―torture‖ is still an issue of concern in light 

of recent US Government movement to outlaw torture by our 

government and military agencies.   

Further, in highlighting ―Torture Awareness Month‖, our 

Church Council raised questions about why we are not also 

highlighting other important issues with a monthly emphasis 

including areas of concern such as, child abuse, world hunger, 

etc.  Why should not many of these other Christian and 

Methodist concerns do not have their own ―months.‖  (Indeed, 

perhaps they should – and to some degree they do as we have a 

number of special monthly appeals and concerns communicated 

throughout the year – ―One Great Hour;‖  ―Methodist Home for 

Children;‖  ―Stop Hunger Now‖ etc.)  

 

Strongly Concerned About Other Areas of 

Social and Ethical Abuse? 
We recognize that many of our Highland family have 

strong concerns about other areas of need and abuse.  If you 

are passionate about another issue that could use the 

support of the body of Christ, please contact Donna 

Wolcott, dwolcott@ncsu.edu, or 919-821-4203, and get 

involved with the Micah 6:8 Missions Team.) 

mailto:dwolcott@ncsu.edu
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1-June   Teresa Reaugh; Martha Vann Alford;  
  Matthew Richards; 

2-June   Jerry Sherrill; Clere Noneman;  
  Adam Mottershead; Paige Wilkinson; 

3-June   Susan Eure; Patty Baird; Effie Tompkins; 
  Alex Rodriguez 

4-June   Cindy Popal; Kenneth Brubaker;  
  Connolly Doherty 

5-June   Marc Morgan; Allison Brewer; Vaan 
Tiuang;  

6-June   Janet Mahoney; 

7-June   Betty Prevatt; Nina Capriglione; 

9-June   Floyd Morgan; Jim Rhew; Roy Miller; 
  Penny Ferrell; 

10-June  Ola Mae Cimerro; Pam Hood; 

11-June  Callie Ray; Bridgit O'Donnell; 

12-June  Betty Gardner; Eddie Wood; 

13-June  Mary Kathryn Brewer; Connor La Rocca; 

14-June  Janelle Haseman; Tonya Anderson;  
   Andrew Wood; 

17-June  Teresa Burt; Jonathan Chapman;  
   Emily Rodgers; 

18-June  Mary McLeod; Doug Kearns; 

19-June  Paula Broome; Ruth Harwood; Al Stuart; 

20-June  Larry McGee; Bill Womack; Billy George;  
   Tyler Smither; Lee Brooks IV; 

22-June  Don Templeton; 

23-June  Mac Nance; Patricia Pate; Janet Baucom; 
   Genie Dickens; 

24-June  D. G. Harwood; Emily Morro; 
   Allison Moreau; 

25-June  Taylor McDonald; Braeden La Rocca; 

26-June  Sally Page; Judy Melton; Kathleen Pate; 

27-June  Julia Braswell; Pat Tilley; Johnnie 
Walker; 

28-June  Bill Scott; Kelly McDonald; 

29-June  Jennifer Turner; Chris Liles; Colin Loftin; 

30-June  Stan Dilley; 

 

 

Regular Weekly Activities and 

Schedules 
 

Sundays  
     8:25 am  Infant/Toddler Sunday School 
     8:30 am  Traditional Worship 
     9:00 am   The Connection-Contemp. Worship 
     9:45 am  Sunday School – All Groups 
   11:00 am  Traditional Worship 
     4:00 pm Celebration Singers Rehearsal 
     4:00 pm Brownie Troop 413 
     5:00 pm UMYF ** 
     5:00 pm ACTion Time  
     7:00 pm Women’s AA 
 
(**) Note:  Regular Sunday Evening Youth Activities 
End June 12.  See the Youth Schedules to Determine 
Other Meeting Times. 
 
 

Mondays 
     9:30 am Adult Women’s Bible Study:  

        Reclaiming the Wesleyan Tradition Study 
   12:00pm  ESL Computer Lab 
     2:00pm  Open Computer Lessons  

               (by Appointment) 
     6:30pm  Girl Scout Troop 1381 
     6:30pm  Brownie Troop 201 
     7:00 pm NAMI 
     7:00 pm Toastmasters 
 

Tuesdays 
     6:30 am  Men’s Bible Study 
     9:30 am  Staff Meeting 
   10:00 am  Retired Men’s Coffee Hour 
   12:00 Noon   Holy Communion 
     5:45 pm Highland Winds Rehearsal 
     6:45 pm Connection Band Rehearsal 
     7:00 pm AA 
     7:30pm  Open Computer Lessons  

        (Only by Appointment) 
 
 

Wednesdays  
     7:00 pm Boy Scouts/Cub Scouts 
     7:45 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 

Thursdays 
     9:00 am Moms in Touch 
     7:30 pm OA 
     7:30 pm Star Twirlers Square Dance Group 
 

Fridays 
   12:15 pm Kiwanis Club 
 

Saturdays 
     7:00 pm AA 
 
 
 
 

JUNE 
Birthdays! 
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June Special Events  
 

 

June 2, Thursday 
     9:00 am  Mom’s in Touch 
   10:00 am  Prayer Shawl Ministry 
     6:30 pm Jeff Whicker Student Recital 
 
June 3, Friday 
     4:00pm  HCC Graduation 
 
June 4, Saturday 
   10:00am DAR 
 
June 7, Tuesday 7:00 pm Stephen Ministry 
 
June 8, Wednesday 3:00 pm Refugee Workshop 
5:30 pm  Dinner & Farewell Celebration for Heather, 
Anita and Earleen 
 
June 9, Thursday   9:00am  Mom’s in Touch  
 
June 11, Saturday  7:30am  United Methodist Men 
 
June 12, Sunday 9:45pm Graduation Brunch 
 
June 16-18  Annual Conference – Raleigh 
Convention Center 
 
June 16, Thursday 10:00am Prayer Shawl ministry 
   5:30pm NAMI Board Meeting 
 
June 18  6:30pm USA Ballroom Dance 
 

June 20-24  VBS Week – 8:00 am – 12:00 noon 
 
June 21, Tuesday 7:00pm Stephen Ministry 
 
June 22, Wednesday 3:00pm  Refugee Workshop 
 
June 26, Sunday-July 2  Highland Service Project  
 
 
 

 

Worship Helpers – June 
 

 

 
    Acolytes     Audio  
June 5  Andrew Tucker  Bryon Baird 
June 12  Sydney Shaffer  Richard Moore 
June 19 Hailey Tynes   Ken Schuster/Banks Ferrell 
June 26 Maddie Driggers  David Reaugh 
 
Prayer Room 
    8:30am     11:00am 
June 5  Neal Coker   Charles and Ola Mae Cimerro 
June 12 Rex Thomas   Paul Yeager 
June 19 George Hedrick Jane Gray 
June 26 Rebecca Turner Linda Cooksey 
 
Lay Readers  

8:30am     11:00am 
June 5   Pam Brothers  Ruth Moore 
June 12  Aaron Brothers Bob Kruger 
June 19  Bob Jones   Linda Cooksey 
June 26  Ken Shorter   Jane Gray 
 

 
 

Our Beautiful Confirmands – May 1, 2011 
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Get the color version  

of the Ridge Rider on the Website 

 www.highlandumc.org 
 
 
 

 

Please Cut Seals to Open  

To Prevent Tearing Highland United Methodist Church 
1901 Ridge Road 

Raleigh, NC  27607 

< 

Non-Profit Org 
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PAID 

 

Raleigh, NC 
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> 

> 

Return Service Requested 

> 

To Contact The Church or Staff: 
919-787-4240  -- Staff Extension as noted below 

 
Highland Office Staff 
Pastor   …………………….....….....…. David Goehring, ext. 103 

Associate Pastor   …….….....….….......... Heather Lear, ext. 101 

Director of Children‘s Ministry ……...….… Anita Taylor, ext 109 

Director of Youth & Family Ministry....... Charlie Baber,   ext. 106 

Connection Worship Leader ……..............…. Don Templeton (*) 

Business Administrator ……….........….... Lisa Anthony, ext. 108 

Finance Office Assistant ……..................... Kathy Rattie, ext. 122 

Office Administrator ……….................... Candi Mitchell, ext. 104 

Congregation Care Coordinator ............... Ann Chapman, ext.100 

Facilities Manager …………….…..........….. Tom Lamb, ext. 107 

Director of Music ……………..........…..…. Jeff Whicker, ext. 105 

Director of Food Services: …....… Morgan Cartusciello, ext.  212 

Organist ………….……….....…......……….… Marcia Nance (*) 

Children's Choirs Coordinator……....…......… Earleen Barnes (*) 

Handbells Director …………....…………….....…. Ann Pearce (*) 

Children's Center Director ................. Gretchen Shaffer, ext. 111 

Custodian…………………………........………………... Hiom Ro 

Custodian…………………………….........…………….. H'jok Siu 
(*) Contact these persons at their home as listed in the church directory. 

 

 

Bishop  of the NC Conference: 

                                   Bishop Alfred Wesley Gwinn, Jr. 
 

Superintendent,  Raleigh District:  Rev. Jon Strother 

Contact and Visit us at: 

Highland United Methodist Church 

1901 Ridge Rd.    (Corner of Lake Boone Trail & Ridge Rd.) 

Raleigh, NC  27607 

 

Church Office Phone Numbers 

 (919) 787-4240;  FAX: (919)787-4251 
 

 

 

 

To contact ministers for emergencies and for urgent 

needs – weekends or any time:   Call the regular phone 

number for the church office and dial/enter extension 103 and 

leave your message.  A minister will contact you as soon as 

possible. 
 

Internet WEB Site:  www.highlandumc.org 

eNews:  Send notices and announcements to Candi Mitchell 

at email address:   candi@highlandumc.org  
 

To Schedule ANY Activity at the Church – 

Contact Tom Lamb, Facilities Manager. Extension 107. You also 

may leave a written request in his mail slot in the main office of the 

church. (PLEASE! No Reservation, No Room!) 
 

The deadline for the July, 2011  Ridge Rider Issue is 

June 18
th

.—.PLEASE! Send input and announcements 

on time!  Send WORD documents and digital photo files to 

BOTH John Robinson and to Candi Mitchell at email addresses  

candi@highlandumc.org 

Johnrobinson-raleigh@msn.com   

http://www.highlandumc.org/
http://www.highlandumc.org/
mailto:candi@highlandumc.org
mailto:candi@highlandumc.org
mailto:Johnrobinson-raleigh@msn.com

