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Closer, Deeper, and Wider ?   

Join our study this fall  
Wednesday Evenings at 6:30 pm . 

From Pastor,  David Goehring  
 

Last month I wrote about what it means 

to be a disciple of Jesus Christ and making 

disciples.  We know this is the Mission of 

the Church.  Highland UMC is a part of this 

global mission.  At our staff retreat in 

August we discussed the ñmaking of 

disciplesò as growing ñcloser, deeper, 

widerò with God.  Getting closer to God 

helps us go deeper in our faith and then we 

grow wider by inviting and including more 

people.  Jesus is glorified and the church 

becomes a verb not just a noun. 

In the weeks to come you will hear 

Heather, Charlie, Anita and myself refer to 

this getting ñcloser, deeper and widerò.  We 

so much want us here at Highland to be 

faithful and fruitful.  People will know we 

are Christians by our love. 

Iôm excited by all the ministry plans for this fall.  Cross-Training is planned, 

studies are being offered, youth and childrenôs ministries are far-reaching, and 

music groups are preparing for holy worship.  For all that we will share within 

our space, the best sign of our Lordôs work in you and me is in how we live 

when we leave Highland Church.  We gather for worship, study, fellowship, and 

service in order to be prepared to do what God wants us to do in the workplace, 

home space and our places of leisure.  Stay strong in the Lord!  Grow closer to 

God, grow deeper in faith and grow wider in friendship and care. 

I will be teaching this study on Wednesdays from 6:45pm-8:00pm starting 

September 15th.  Please remember to sign-up for this class at the reception desk 

-- or call the church office to request your copy of our study text: ñJesus in the 

Gospelsò.  There will be a nominal fee for the materials. 

 

Also, the stewardship campaign study this fall will be A Transformed 

Living , a series of sermons and studies will begin October 10, 2010.  Further,  

for 6 weeks beginning October 10, I  will be teaching an open class for all 

adults in the Conference Room during the Sunday School hour. We will be 

using a daily devotional called Treasures of the Transformed Life: Satisfying 

Your Soulôs Thirst for More.  We have copies of this book at the church. They 

may be picked up at church or through your Sunday School class.  This will be a 

wonderful time for us to get closer to God in prayer and study. 
 

Love in Jesus, 

                          David 
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Pastor Heather 
Invites You to  

Join Us for a New 
Sermon Series in The 

Connection -  
ñDiscovering Davidò 

King David is hailed as the 

greatest king Israel ever knew.  

From his life we learn about 

friendship and betrayal, temptation 

and grace, sin and redemption, 

cowardice and courage, arrogance 

and humility, and ultimately about the role of faith in the life 

well-lived. 

August 29- 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
ñStranger than Fiction: Godôs Curious Way of Electing 

Leaders 
 

September 12- 1 Samuel 16:1, 3; 14-23 
ñAre You Driven or Are You Called?ò 

 
September 19- 1 Samuel 17: 28-51 
ñIt Isnôt the Size of the Dog in the Fightò 

 
September 26- 1 Samuel 23-24 
ñA Wilderness Survival Guideò 

 
October 3- 2 Samuel 11:1-5 
ñThe Dark Side of Successò 

 

Music Ministry  
Come and Make a Joyful Noise!  

Director of Music Ministry, Jeff Whicker  

 
Itôs that time of year when all of Highlandôs diverse music 

groups begin regular rehearsals.  It is a great time to offer up 

your talents and participate in some of the many fun and 

exciting worship opportunities that are offered here!  Often 

people tell me that they would love to sing in a choir or play in 

an ensemble but they are afraid of the time commitment.  As 

you can see below, however, there is something at Highland for 

every musician and every degree of participation. 
Our Chancel Choir rehearses on Wednesday evenings from 

7:45 pm until around 9:15 pm in the Troxler Choir Room.  This 

group sings primarily at the 11:00 am worship services and 

sings most Sundays of the year.  They typically perform two 

larger works every year and this year will be performing the 

Bach Cantata, ñFor Unto Us is Born,ò on December 12.  This 

choral presentation will be accompanied by a small student 

orchestra from the North Carolina School of Math and Science. 

The Chancel Choir  just began regular rehearsals after 

summer break, so itôs not too late to join.  While the Choir has 

some very experienced singers, there also are a number who 

donôt read music.  (And those often listen carefully to the 

ñprosò standing in the same sections!)  

 

 

So please donôt be intimidated! If you can ñcarry a tuneò 

you can do it! And if youôre only available for two Sundays 

a month, weôd still love to have you! 
The Celebration Singers will begin practice on Sunday, 

evening, September 12 at 5:00 pm, also meeting in the choir 

room.  This group is somewhat smaller than the Chancel Choir 

but still performs four-part music, usually twice a month at the 

8:30 am service.  They also do two larger works every year, 

usually accompanied by Marcia Nance, our organist.  This year 

they will perform a Christmas Cantata at the 8:30 am service 

on Sunday morning, December 19. 
Our wonderful handbell ensemble, the HUMR ingers, is 

directed by Ann Pearce.  They rehearse on Wednesdayôs from 

6:30 pm until 8:00 pm in the handbell room.  They ring once a 

month, usually at the 11:00 am service and on special 

occasions.  As indicated in the article following this one, Ann is 

offering a beginning ringing classes just to get you started -- but 

for the HUMRingers, the ability to read music is necessary.  

Call Ann, 787-4142 for information. 
One of our newest ensembles is the Highland Winds. 

While composed primarily of brass and woodwind instruments, 

this group is essentially our church orchestra.  The ñWindsò 

rehearses in the sanctuary, every Tuesday evening from  

5:45 pm until 6:30 pm.  This group generally performs worship 

and special event music about four to six times per year.   

While this has traditionally been a brass and woodwind 

group, we actually are looking for all instruments and all 

ability levels.  If we could recruit a few string players, we really 

could make even more wonderful music!  Dust-off those 

waiting instruments you may not have played since high school, 

come and regain (and improve) some of those lost skills!  We 

are trying to grow new skills ï not reject ñrusty skills!ò  So 

come give it a try. Youôll fit right in!   

This year our instrumental ensemble will provide the music 

for our annual Christmas Love Feast worship service which 

will be held on Sunday, December 26 in  Bradley Hall.  If 

youôre nervous about playing, remember thereôs always safety 

in numbers.  The larger the orchestra, the more room for error!  

Also we welcome participation of your musician friends and 

neighbors who may be members of other churches!  This is a 

great opportunity to ñsneakò in an invitation to friends to come 

give Highland a try! 
The Connection Praise Band practices at 6:45 pm on 

Tuesdays in Bradley Hall, usually for about an hour.  They, of 

course, provide music for the Connection Service in Bradley 

Hall each Sunday.  Because this is an amplified group, this is 

the only ensemble at Highland that requires a (very low key) 

audition.  Instrumentalists should contact Don Templeton at 

215-1418 while vocalists can call Jeff Whicker at the church, 

787-4240, extension 105.   
Playing and singing in an ensemble is a great way of 

incorporating your talents into the life of the church.  And, as 

hopefully all our many current participants will attest, itôs fun!  

So dust off that old trumpet, limber up those fingers, clear your 

throat and come get involved!  If you have questions or would 

like to chat about any of these group opportunities, please feel 

free to call me at the church office. 

Jeff Whicker 
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Ring , Ring , Ring! Some Bell Music  
Would you like to learn about the Handbells ï 

and maybe play some?   

Make a joyful noise ! ..........  RING!  
Maybe you have a little extra time on your hands.  Maybe 

you want to explore a new musical avenue. Maybe you are 

simply curious about handbells.  Ann Pearce is eager to offer 

"Handbells 101" to all music readers from grade nine 

through adults.  We will find a time to meet that is 

convenient.  Simply contact Ann at her home phone (787-4142) 

or email her at ann@pearce.net. 

 
 

 

What is Happening This Month ? 
 

 
 

Adult Study -  Starting This Month  
 

Jesus in the Gospels  
Wednesday, beginning September 15  

from 6:45pm-8:00pm,  Conference Room 
Led by Pastor David 

Please sign up in the pew pads, reception desk.  There 
will be a nominal cost of materials for each participant. 

 
 

WOW! (Walking on Wednesdays)  
Cooler Fall  Weather ï Jo in our small and 

dedicated group for WOW!  
A small and dedicated group will continue to gather each 

Wednesday morning to get moving!  We meet in the parking lot 

at 9:15am, open with a prayer, and begin our walk down Ridge 

Road.  All ages and fitness levels are invited to participate.  

Strollers and friends are welcome! Please contact Heather with 

any questions: heather@highlandumc.org.  
 

 

Are You Looking for 

a Way to Bless and 

Serve Others This 

Fall?  

If so, cons ider joining 

the Prayer Shawl 

Ministry.  You donõt need 

to be an experienced 

knitter or crocheter to 

join.  

We have plenty of good teachers , and there is 

free yarn available to use . 

Each month, there are four opportunities to 

meet and fellowship.  Beginni ng in 

September, we will meet on Wednesday 

evenings at 6:45pm following Cross Training 

(Sept. 1 & 15) and Thursday mornings at 

10am (Sept. 2 & 16).       Questions? Contact 

Heather Lear  

We are also in the process of collecting 

additional shawl patterns for  some of 

our more experienced knitters.  If you 

have a pattern that youõve enjoyed, 

please give Heather a copy so others can 

benefit.  

 

 

Legacy Building Sunday  
September 12, 2010  

The North Carolina Annual Conference has designated 

Sunday, September 12, as    Legacy Building Sunday ï a day 

to celebrate all those individuals who have created a lasting 

legacy by making a gift to support the mission and ministry of 

United Methodist churches.  Highland has many donors who 

have established endowments or trust accounts that generate on-

going funds to enable the work of Christ through our church. 

Legacy Building Sunday also provides a wonderful 

opportunity for each of us to think about ways we can support 

Godôs ministries through legacy giving.  Making a legacy gift 

does not require a large estate or a huge bank account ï only a 

heart filled to overflowing with the love of God and Godôs 

Kingdom.  You can remember the church through a bequest in 

your will, an outright gift of cash or financial securities, or by 

creating a charitable gift annuity or charitable trust through 

United Methodist Foundation, Inc.  The latter two ideas have an 

added benefit ï the guarantee of lifetime income to you as the 

donor. 

We pay special tribute to members who have been 

instrumental to the success of Highlandôs Legacy Giving 

programs and Endowment Fund for needs inside and outside of 

Highland not covered by the operating budget. We remember 

the late Luther Hodges for his wisdom and foresight as the 

founder and first chairman of the Highland Endowment Fund in 

1983. The late Hawkins Bradley made significant gifts to 

establish funds for music, capital projects, and other uses. 

Current members have given generously to establish funds for 

missions, ministry, capital projects, and scholarships.  

We remember and honor all legacy donors for their 

commitments to present and future generations. They have 

made possible over one million dollars for missions, ministries, 

and capital projects since Luther Hodges pioneered legacy 

giving at Highland in 1983. 

For more information on how to make your own legacy 

gift, please contact Highlandôs Legacy Leader, George Deaton, 

at (919) 851-1255, Pastor David Goehring, or Lisa Anthony, 

Financial Officer. 
 

mailto:ann@pearce.net
mailto:judy.melton@gmail.com
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YOUTH & FAMILIES MINISTRY  
 

 

 
Summer Is Over and 

Great Fal l Events on 

the Way! :  
After a whirlwind summer of 

HSP, Virginia farm, City Servants 

and Kingôs Dominion (Iôm still 

woozy from that last one!), I am 

pleased to announce some pretty big 

stuff coming up for the Fall.  So 

mark your calendars and donôt miss 

the excitement! 

 

UMYF Kick - Off Party 
& Concert - September 12  

Starting school again got you down?  Well, Youth Group 

begins Sunday, September 12,  5-8PM.  Youth come out for big 

dinner, big games and an amazing concert by This Is Luke 

(check out their music on www.myspace.com/tilmusic).   

 

 
Parents come out with your calendar to learn about big 

events and trips for the upcoming year, and bring your 

checkbook.  We will draw one check from all the deposits made 

for camps that night.  One lucky winner will receive their check 

back and have that camp entirely paid for! 

 
YOUTH CONSULTATION GROUP  

COMING SOON  
We value the youth of 

our church, and we are 

committed to building a 

sustainable youth ministry 

that is going to have a deep 

impact.  Thatôs why we are 

developing a game plan 

together, one that will best utilize the particular gifts and 

location of the people of Highland for the greatest impact on the 

youth in our community, now and over the long haul.  We have 

invited Youth Ministry Architects (YMA) to visit us on 

October 8-10.  You can learn more about them at 

www.ymarchitects.com.  YMA will spend the majority of their 

time listening to a variety of groups within the church through 

focused listening groups.  We hope to see participation in those 

groups from a broad spectrum of parents, volunteers, youth, and 

people who just love our youth.   

WE WANT YOUR INSIGHTS, YOUR FRUSTRATIONS 

AND YOUR DREAMS TO BE HEARD. 

The Listening Groups will include the following:  

Middle School Parents,  
High School Parents,  
Middle School Students,  
High School Students,  
Youth Leaders,  
Youth Pastor,  
Senior Pastor,  
Stakeholders (those not directly involved in youth 

right now but who support the youth ministry and want 

to contribute to this discussion). 
 

After spending 2 days in these listening groups (and taking 

copious notes), the YMA team will hunker down to write a 

report, sharing with us what theyôve heard about the youth 

programsðincluding assets, challenges, and how we compare 

to youth ministries around the countryðand where it seems that 

God might be taking us next.  On Sunday, October 10, at 6 

P.M., the report will be presented to the congregation in the 

Conference Room, laying out specific recommendations and a 

blueprint for how to move forward.  If you would like to be part 

of this process and have your voice heard, please contact Rev. 

Charlie Baber at 919-886-1584, or charlie@highlandumc.org.  

 

THE PUMPKINS ARE 

COMING  -- Unloading Day 

is Sunday, October 10.  
Look for opportunities to volunteer 

with Highland UMYFôs biggest 

fundraiser of the year: The Pumpkin 

Patch. 

 
 

 

 

Childrenôs Ministry  
Fall Programming is Here!  

Anita Taylor, Director  
 

Okay, so youôre finally washing off the sunblock and 

packing away the swimsuits until next year.  You may be 

dragging out the book bags and school supplies for the new 

school year.  Your kids may not be excited about going back to 

school, BUT I am SO excited about the start of the new 

program year right here at Highland UMC. 

Whether your child is moving up in Sunday School, or 

participating in Cross Training or participating in ACTion Time 

for the first time, we have so many different ways that our 

church children can learn and grow in their faith.  I hope that all 

of our children are able to make church a big part of their 

school year plans! 

Charlie Baber 
Director of Youth & 

Family Ministry 

http://www.myspace.com/tilmusic
http://www.ymarchitects.com/
mailto:charlie@highlandumc.org
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I want to also thank everyone for your encouragement and 

support for my future plans to attend Duke Divinity School and 

pursue Ordained Ministry.  Unfortunately, I have made the 

difficult decision to defer my enrollment at Duke for a year 

with the expectation that I will attend starting Fall of 2011.  I 

will remain on staff in a full-time capacity until that time, just 

as I have been, and will begin the transition to part-time 

ministry next year.  In the meantime, I will work on 

empowering and equipping you to serve within Childrenôs 

Ministry.  My hope and prayer is that we will recommit 

ourselves to the spiritual growth of our children, youth, and 

their families.   

Blessings ï Miss Anita 
 

CHILDRENôS SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Our Sunday School New Year S tarted 

on August 29 th !  

If You Missed the Start, Be Certain 
Your Children Participate Now!  

 
Live B.I.G. for our Preschool Kids and 

Kindergarteners!  
We use the Live B.I.G. curriculum for our younger 

children.  Live B.I.G. comes directly from our Methodist 

Curriculum Resource, Cokesbury.  Using video and interactive 

activities, our kids will explore and learn how to Live B.I.G. for 

God! 

 

High Five! For Elementary Kids!  
We will continue with our 6th Year of High Five! 

Curriculum for our 1st-5th Graders.  We select a variety of 

topics to study throughout the year from the Old Testament, the 

New Testament, and the church year.  The kids always have a 

blast playing games, making crafts, doing skits, and cooking in 

the kitchen.  All the while, they are learning important lessons 

and scripture that can help them everyday and help them grow 

in their faith. 

 

SUNDAY NIGHTS FOR KIDS!  
 

 

ACTion Time  Kick Off  
September 12th!  

ACTion Time will return for its 

fourth year of programming on 

September 12th, 2010.  This special 

program is for kids in 3rd, 4th, and 5th 

grades.  ACTion Time meets at 5:00 pm in Room 101.  We eat 

together, play games together, learn together, pray together, and 

serve in mission together.  If your child is eligible to participate 

and looking for a FUN time to get to know kids their same age, 

then ACTion Time is for them!   

Please let Anita Taylor know if your ACTion Time kid will 

be there!  (anita@highlandumc.org or 787-4240, ext. 109)   

 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS  FOR KIDS!  
 

CROSS TRAINING  
Activ ities Start on 

September 1st!  
 
 

Cross Training, our midweek ministry 

for all ages, kicks off on Wednesday, 

September 1st.  
 

What Is Cross Training?  
 

Cross training in the athletic arena means that one practices 

a variety of exercises or sports to achieve fitness and strength of 

the entire body.  At HUMC, we believe a multi-disciplinary 

practice is also important for the total health of our spiritual    

bodies.  Through the 4 components of Cross Training, Choir, 

Bible Study, Recreation Time, and Dinner, the children (Cross 

Trainers) will follow the example of the early church described 

in Acts 2, who spent their time together in study, worship, 

breaking bread, and fellowship. While the children are not 

required to participate in all 4 components, we believe the 

children will receive the most benefit by participating in all 

areas. 

Listed below is the new schedule which should allow for 

more participation and easier times for families to get here for 

all of the fantastic elements for this yearôs programming. 

 
4:25 ï 4:55 pm ïCherub Choir (3 & 4 year olds) ï Choir Rm  
4:30 ï 5:00 pm ïRecreation Time (School Kids)  
5:00 ï 5:30 pm ïRecreation Time (Preschoolers) 
5:00 ï 5:45 pm ï Joyful Noise (K &1

st
 Grades) ï Choir Rm 

-  Hosanna Choir (2
nd

 -3
rd

 Grades) ï Handbell Rm 
5:45 ï 6:45 pm ïCross Training Dinner  
6:45 ï 7:30pm ïK & 1

st
 Grade Bible ï Rm 101 

-  2
nd

 & 3
rd

 Grade Bible Study ïRm 213 
6:30 ï 7:30 pm ï Chorister Choir (4

th
-6

th
 Grades) 

 

For Cross Training to continue to be successful, we are in 

need of some dedicated and willing volunteers.  We need 

volunteers for the following activities who are willing to 

commit to at least one semester, if not the full year. 

 
- K & 1

st
 Grade Bible Study Assistant 

- Recreation Leader 

- Recreation Assistant 

- Cherub Choir Assistants 

- Hosanna Choir Assistants 

 

I have already heard how some of you would like to get 

involved!  I am SO excited, but we are still in need of your 

prayers and your help.  Just give me a call and weôll see how 

your gifts and talents can help this growing ministry!  Please 

call or email Anita Taylor (787-4240, ext. 109 or 

anita@highlandumc.org. 

 

 

mailto:anita@highlandumc.org
mailto:anita@highlandumc.org
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CROSS TRAINING 
FELLOWSHIP 

DINNERS BEGIN on 
SEPT. 1 st  FOR EVERYONE !  

 
You donôt have to be a child to enjoy a delicious meal!  
Please join us for the FIRST POTLUCK of the new 
Cross Training Dinner Fellowship semester on Sept. 
1st.  Think about something yummy to bring that will 
help us celebrate the end of the summer and beach 
escapes.  Weôll provide the drinks, fun, and paper 
goods.  You provide the food!  
 
We have some exciting plans for the fallôs weekly 

Wednesday night Fellowship Dinners.  We hope that you are 

able to join us for Cross Training 2010.  These meals are for 

anyone who would like to join in fellowship.  We will rotate the 

dinner meal plans.  The first Wednesday of the month will be 

POTLUCK night.  The second Wednesday of the month will be 

pasta night and a collection night for an Operation Christmas 

Child Shoe box item.  The third Wednesday of the month will 

be taco night.  The fourth Wednesday of the month will be 

breakfast for dinner night.  The fifth Wednesday will be a 

surprise! 

 

Fall 2010 Dinner Themes  
 

9/1 ï Beach Blast Potluck 
9/8 ï Back to School (Bring School Supplies for OCC) 
9/15 ï Local Heroes Night 
9/22 ï Jungle Night 
9/29 ï Johnny Appleseed Night 
10/6 ï Tailgate Potluck 
10/13 ï Crazy Hair Night (Bring Combs & Brushes for 

OCC) 
10/20 ï 1950ôs Sock Hop 
10/27 ï Pajama Night 
11/3 ï Soup & Sandwich Potluck 
11/10 ï Veteranôs Night 
11/17 ï Jonah and the Whale Night 
11/24 ï NO Meeting ï Thanksgiving 
12/1 ï Christmas Hors dôoeuvres Potluck 
 
Family Meal Pass Price = $140 (4 or more persons) 
Single Adult Meal Pass Price = $40 
Couple Adult Meal Pass Price = $80 
Single Child Meal Pass Price (5

th
 grade or younger) = $28 

Single Youth Meal Pass Price (6
th
 grade or older) = $35 

Weekly Meal Price = $6/adult and $3/child 
 
Registration Forms and Meal Passes are now available.  
Forms and Passes should be returned to Anita Taylorôs 
Mailbox inside the church office.  Donôt miss out on all of 
the fun! 

 

KIDSô SPECIAL EVENTS & 
MISSIONS  

 

Shoe Box Time is 
Getting Closer!  

Each month, we have been collecting a 

special item to be used to pack gift shoe 

boxes for Operation Christmas Child!  We 

would love for groups to help us wrap shoe boxes.  Weôll 

supply the materials and you supply the wrapping.  Is your 

Sunday School class or small group looking for a way to help?  

I would love to have help wrapping the mountain of boxes that 

we have so far.  Please contact Anita Taylor  (787-4240, x109 

or anita@highlandumc.org) to see how you can help.   

Canôt wrap?  We also need Box Sponsors.  Please consider 

sponsoring a box for $7.  Donations can be placed in the church 

offering plate or in Anitaôs Mailbox.  Checks should be made 

out to Highland UMC with Operation Shoe Box on the Memo 

Line. 

 

Septemberôs Collection Item ï 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES ï Pens, Pencils, 

Erasers, Pencil Sharpeners, ETCé 

 

  All Are Invited to participate 

in CROP Walk on Saturday, 
Oct. 2 nd !  

As part of the church wide effort, all of our children and 

their families are asked to participate in this yearôs CROP 

WALK.  So, save the date for Saturday, October 2nd!  We are 

encouraging all of our families to spend that morning walking 

to fight hunger.  Look for sign up and pledge forms soon. 

 

 
Childrenôs Sabbath 

Sunday, October 17th  
All children and their families are invited 

to join us for Childrenôs Sabbath on October 

17th at the 11:00 worship service in the 

Sanctuary.  We will be celebrating our children 

and our Highland Childrenôs Center.  The 

children will play an active role in worship and we would like 

all families to be there! 

 

Worship Readiness for  

Kindergarten & 1st Graders  
Starting on September 12th, children in kindergarten and 

1st grade are asked to participate in a four week Worship 

Readiness program.  We want our kids to be ready to worship 

with their church families.  Please pray for these kids and the 

leaders as we offer this new and exciting program for the 

children in our church!   The dates are Sept. 12, Sept. 19, Sept. 

26, and Oct. 3rd.  More information will be sent out soon. 

 
 

mailto:anita@highlandumc.org
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Childrenôs Music Ministry 
 

 

CALLING ALL CHILDREN 

AGE THREE THROUGH 
SIXTH GRADE:  

CHOIRS Are Beginning 

(September 1)   

 
Get your vocal chords ready and 

your thinking caps on because it is 

almost time for singing and playing instruments! Look below to 

see for the age/grade level of your children, the appropriate 

choir name, and the time when they meet. 

Be sure and mark this date on your calendar: Wednesday, 

September 1.  That is when all this begins. We welcome back 

Kelly Phillips who will be directing the Joyful Noise  and we 

are both looking forward to seeing all of you!  If you have any 

questions, call or email Mrs. Barnes (782-4911 or 

Earleen@highlandumc.org).  
 

All choirs and Bible study take place on Wednesday 

afternoons (makes it easy to remember, doesnôt it?). Stay for 

supper and enjoy the fellowship of other church members! 
 

Cherub Choir ï For 3 and 4 year olds, this choir meets once a 

week for 25 minutes. We use the curriculum Godôs 

Children Sing by Musicgarten and this year our theme will 

be ñFriends in Godôs Worldò. Each child will receive a 

packet with a CD and music booklet, which can be 

purchased at the beginning of the choir year. The Cherub 

Choir will meet on Wednesdays from 4:30 to 4:55pm in the 

Choir Room. Director: Earleen Barnes 
 

 

Joyful Noise ï This is for children in Kindergarten and first 

grade.  They sing songs, play musical games and rhythm 

instruments, and learn anthems for Sunday worship and 

special services. They also go Christmas Caroling to our 

church members with the Hosanna and Chorister choirs!  

The Joyful Noise will meet on Wednesdays from 5:00 to 

5:45 pm in the choir room.  Director:  Kelly Phillips. 
 

 

Hosanna Choir ï In addition to the activities of the Joyful 

Noise, these second and third graders begin to learn music 

theory as well.  They also learn to play the Belleplates, 

which are a preparation for playing the hand bells.  The 

Hosanna Choir will meet on Wednesdays from 5:00 pm  to 

5:45 pm in the Hand Bell Room.  Director: Earleen Barnes. 
 

Chorister Choir ï For fourth through sixth graders, the 

Choristers learn music theory through singing and playing 

musical instruments. They also learn anthems to sing in 

Sunday worship and special services. The highlight of the 

choir year is putting together a musical in the spring and 

presenting it to the church family!  The Choristers will 

meet on Wednesdays from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm in the choir 

room.  Director:  Earleen Barnes 
 

We still need assistants in the Cherub, Joyful Noise and 

Hosanna choirs. Knowledge of music reading is not 

necessary, but you may learn something by helping!  If you 

are looking for a way to serve the church this might be the 

place. For questions or more information, please contact 

Earleen Barnes, Childrenôs Choirs Coordinator, at 782-4911 or 

email her at Earleen@Highlandumc.org. 

 
 

Childrenôs Hymn of the Month 

JOYFUL, JOYFUL, WE ADORE THEE! 
 

 

What a wonderful hymn to start out the Childrenôs Choirs 

year! Number 89 in our hymnal, it is one of hope and promise 

and deep faith in God.  The melody was composed by 

Beethoven specifically for his Ninth Symphony, which was 

completed in 1824.  The words he used in his work were those 

of the poem, ñOde To Joy,ò by the German poet, Schiller. 

Beethoven had planned to set this poem to music since he was 

22 years old. What a gift of God it was that he was able to set 

the poem to music in such a glorious way even though he was 

totally deaf at the time!  

The words in our hymnal were written by Henry van Dyke 

who, among a number of eminent positions, was also the author 

of a number of books, including the well known ñThe Other 

Wise Manò. In 1907 van Dyke was invited to preach at 

Williams College in Massachusetts. Inspired by the Berkshire 

Mountains there, he wrote the hymn and gave it to the college 

president, telling him it must be sung to the music of 

Beethovenôs óHymn of Joyô. Later, when he was asked about 

the hymn, he replied: ñThese verses are simple expressions of 

common Christian feelings and desires in the present time ï 

hymns of today that may be sung by people who know the 

thought of the age, and are not afraid that any truth of science 

will destroy religion, or any revolution on earth overthrow the 

kingdom of heaven.  Therefore this is a hymn of trust and joy 

and hope.ò How timeless are these words. Amen! 

 
 

Adult Ministries & Events  
 

 

United Methodist Womenôs  
Ministries and Schedules  

 
 

UM  Women  Board Meeting  

Sept ember  7 , 11:00 am, Conference R oom  
UMW Executive Board Members, Mission Coordinators, 

and Circle Chairs of Highland UM Women --  please plan to 

meet at 11:00 am on September 7th in the Conference Room. 

 
 

UMW -  Circle Meetings:  
 

Circle # 1 will meet on Monday September 13th at 9:30 am 

in the Conference Room at the church to assemble 

school kits for needy children of Wake County.  

Supplies will be provided but please bring check for 

reimbursement.  Bring a dish to share for lunch.  

Upcoming programs for the year will be discussed.  

All women of the church are invited and encouraged to 

attend. 

Circle # 2/3 will meet at 10:00 am on Monday September 

13th in the church parlor for a business meeting. 

mailto:Earleen@highlandumc.org

