Dragoneer

Similar to New Orleans, in Europe Carnival
celebrations take place before the season of Lent and
hit their peak just before Ash Wednesday - La
Bataille des Fleursin France, Binchein Belgium, for
example. One remarkable European carnival isthe
Fasnacht of Bade in Switzerland. Part of Fasnacht is
celebrated the week after Ash Wednesday. | ve read
two explanations for this, both from the sixteenth
century. One explanation is that the largely Protestant
merrymakers in Switzerland ignored a change in the
Roman Papal Calendar (which moved Easter forward)
and partied through the new first week of Lent. The
other isthat the feisty Baslers decided to double their
sins by partying during Lent when the churched ban ned
Chrigtians from wearing masks at carnival.

| suppose that in some ways, especially in regard to religious sensibilities, it stidier for believers to keep the seasons of
Carnival and Lent separated. | ve heard many Orleanians saying that by the time Ash Wednesday comes round they ve
had their fill and are ready to embrace a change in scenery, from Carnival to ashes. Ironically, at the conclusion of the
6pm Wednesday service this week a Dragon Caf@ guestasked, What do you call this? A Mass, someone responded.
Oh, shesaid smiling, | feel clean, | fee clea ner. Regardlessof our liturgical calendar | didn t tell her that she
needed to wait a couple of weeksto feel that way; that Ash Wednesday wasn t here yet!

The Book of Wisdom implores, Come, therefore, let us enjoy the good things that exist, and make use of the creation to
thefull asinyouth Let none of usfail to share inour revelry; because thisis our portion, and this our lot. And the
Talmud warns:  One will have to give account in th e judgment day of every good thing which one might have enjoyed
and did not.

Interestingly, and wonderfully so, at St. George s the spirit of carnival and the spirit of God and the church have found a
way to co-mingle. The ministry of Mardi Gras Spirits isfar reaching volunteers from the parish a nd from around the
country come to serve, to cook, to clean and to have agood time. Our parish hall provides a place of community,
welcome and respite for parade goers and revelers. Our Mardi Gras service is atrue celebration of both worship and the
carnival tradition in New Orleans. True to Giulianna s wonderful sermon last Sunday, it is possible to have a spiritual
life and enjoyable one too! St. George s is the kind of place where that can happen.

In this Dragoneer you will read about opportunities to worship, to spend time with one another and to serve the world
during the seasons of carnival and Lent. My hope for al of usis that despite differencesin flavor and perspective, both
seasons can be times of joy, discovery and service.
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Mardi Gras Spiritsisthe FUNd-raiser sponsored by the St. George s FUNd-raising Committee. Money earned
from this event is earmarked to restore the beautiful stained glass windows and fund other capital improvement
projects at St. George s.

During the Mardi Gras season, we turn our Undercroft into the Dragon s Mardi Gras Caf@ where familiesand
friends can meet, relax and wait for parades to pass. While in the undercroft, visitors purchase beverages and
traditional New Orleans food such as po-boys, red beans and rice, jambalaya and other favorites. The restrooms
are made availabl e to parade goers for no charge.

If you would like more information, call Ed Brown at (504) 259-2416 or the Church Office (504) 899-2811.

This event has been going strong for 20+ years and has proven to be very successful. Its success, however,
cannot be repeated without lots of volunteers. So pick several dates shown above and mark your calendar.
Then join us and help make 2009 Mardi Gras Spirits agreat success. We re counting on you.

Also, look for the sign-up sheet in the back of the church, or call Ed Brown at (504)259-2416 or the church
office at 899-2811.
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(* Please note the change in time from our regular service schedule.
The service has been moved up a half hour to accommodate the parades.)
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Over the Mardi Gras weekend we will welcome volunteer groups from St. Catherine sin Marietta, GA, St.
Michadl’sin Barrington, IL, All Saints Episcopal Church, Richmond, VA, Seminarian students from Toronto, a
Y outh Group from the Anglican Diocese of Ottawa, the Enten Family from Washington D.C., and of course
Charlotte Payne Wright and daughter Beth Dunn on their annual return trip home for Mardi Gras. Wow! Come
meet them, work beside them, and show them some of our great St. George sand N Awlins hospitality.
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By the Rev. Giulianna Cappelletti Gray

Attention all New Orleans Episcopa Young Adults (NOE-ya) . Thursday night is, asy’all probably already
know, a fantastic night for parades. If you don't dready have plans, why not wander over to the route with us?!
We'll gather on Thursday evening at St. George’ s at5:30pm. Then at 5:45, we'll head to our parade-waiching
spot at the corner of Napoleon and Perrier. (Perrier isthe street between Prytania & Coliseum). We hope to see
you therel And, as always, fed freeto bring afriend!!!

NOE-yaisagroup of Episcopal young adultsin their 20 sand 30 s (but no oneis checking) living in or around
New Orleans. All Episcopal young adults and friends are invited to gather on the first Thursday of each month
for happy hour. Community service events and a spiritual retreat is planned in the upcoming months. Contact
the Rev. Giulianna Cappelletti Gray at 899-2811 or ggray @stgeorge-nola.org for more information.

a St. George s Episcopal Church in the chapel
a Chapel of the Holy Spirit (1100 Broadway St Up town)

at the St. George s Episcopa Church in the nave




Education for Youth & Adultsat St. Georges

Dear Parishioners, Parents and Guardians,

In today sworld our children are exposed to so very many things that we werent. The content on television
(especialy cable) has changed, the music industry markets demeaning and racially controversial songsthat are
offensive (especially to women) and the Internet isreadily accessible. Although each of these can be used for
learning and for good they all carry the mark of asinful world.

Another aspect of life that is so very much different for us and our children are our schedules. In many ways
children today are as busy as their parents are. Opportunitiesthat have always been considered good for our
kids, like sports and other extracurricular activities, are now offered throughout the week, including Sundays.
Theresult of thisisthat the Church often loses the battle of busy. How many Sundays have you or your
children missed because of their or your hectic life? Who sto say that the one or two Sundays that you missed
might have taught you or your children the most valuable lesson you or they could have |earned that week?

Churches of al denominations, shapes and sizes are losing the struggle against the 24-7 aspect of the modern
world. The Episcopal Church shrinks by the equivalent of one four-hundred member congregation each week.
St. Henry s Catholic Church off Magazine (as well as others) isnow closed. In New Y ork City the Catholic
Diocese just pulled funding from five important schools in low-income school districts. When the work of the
church and the spiritual aspect of our livesis missing or lost to the modern world, one must ask, Who realy
loses?

No matter our age, we live in aworld that cunningly compels us to trade the difficulty of spiritual commitment
for thereal and arguably important need to work, to play and to relax. Why? Because a 24-7 world of work,
fun and entertainment is much better for the economy welivein afor-profit world and the church af ter all, isa
not-for-profit enterprise. Ironic, isntit? Asa non-profit church we are here because we care about you, your
children s and the worlds profit, absolutely nothing else, and the for-profit world, which could care less about
our children s problems would have us watching commercials or sitting in a coffee shop rather than in a pew.

So, when the church gets smaller who really loses? In this concern for your time and for your dollars, the world
would like us to think that the church does; the church believes that the world does. Given the state of the world
right now, | wonder who sright? At St. George sw e are concerned about your spiritual health and the health of
your children. Please consider attending church more regularly and enrolling in the educational opportunities
we offer theworld is at stake
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LENT OFFERINGS FOR ALL AGES

Beloved, Lent is agreat time to add disciplines to our spiritual lives. This does not hecessarily mean that we add
moreto our todo listsbut it may mean that wed o things differently, or that we do less of one thing and more of
another. | do hope that we offer some things at St. George s during the season of Lent that can deepen your
relationship with God, the church and the world. Please review the many ways and resources that we are offering
this year and join us as we journey toward the resurrection together  Jim+

$ % &

From 9:15-10:15am, beginning on Sunday, March 1st and continuing through April 1st, Fr. Jimwill lead
an adult education class on the meaning of the resurrection. The class is based on a series of lectures
given by Rowan Williams, the Archbishop of Canterbury. This Lenten journey will prepare us for Easter
and center on the redity that Jesusis alive with God and can be present to his followers. By making God
present to his followers, Jesus defines for us a new identity and in that new identity we become present to
God, to Jesus, to ourselves, to our fellow believers and even to those we victimize. Our new identity in
the presence of Jesusis both individual and communal. In the church we articulate out this identity most
clearly in baptism and the Eucharist.
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What if you could encounter the words of Jesus on their own, lifted up from the surrounding narratives
and presented in their full power and mystery? That sthe question Phyllis Tickle one of Americas
most beloved writers on Christian spirituality aske d when she set out to write The Words of Jesus A
Gospel of the Sayings of our Lord. Please join us Thursday mornings during the month of March from
9:00 10:00 amfor coffee and pastries and we will explore together this new way of looking at familiar

passages.
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In conjunction with the Rector sreflection on the importance of spirituality in the lives of our children
and in parallel with the Adult education offering on Sunday mornings, St. George s will now offer afull
blown Sunday school for children 9-12 during Lent. The clergy and staff feel that thiswill offer an
opportunity for our children to participate more fully in discussions than they can currently and by doing
so share important time with their church family and experience a degper sense of God s love for them.

So that parents who wish can attend adult education at 9:30, our Sunday school teachers will bein their
classrooms ready to receive your children by 9: 15am. All classes will last from 9:30 until 10:15am. Do
not be alarmed! For those not enrolling their children in Sunday school we will still offer achildren s
chapel during church. The children s chapel will be offered to al ages 3-12 and the children will be
dismissed and brought back to church just as they always have. Effie Anderson will lead children s
chapel lessons that center on the days lectionary texts. For parents of nursery-aged children our nursery
opens at 9:30am.

| have ordered 100 Lenten devotion Booklets for 2009. The booklets are titles Peace and Compassion:
To heal a hurting world, and are published by Episcopal Relief and Development. The booklets have
simple but profound meditations written for every day in Lent. At our 6pm Wednesday evening
Eucharist s during Lent we will use the reflections in the book for brief dialoguesin lieu of homilies.
One possible devotion for Lent would be to enjoy a Dragon Caf@ s dinner, or serve as a volunteer and
then attend our Wednesday night service of Holy Eucharist. The devotionals should arrive at church
before Ash Wednesday.

For more Lenten materials visit the Episcopal Bookstore Online: http://www.anthol ogy.com/
epi scopal resourcecenter/we.dl ?main~bd




UPCOMING EVENTS
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We will befilling brown bags for the needy, re-planting pots outside and making a little something extra
to take home! Join us for the fun and fellowship as we serve the Lord by serving others. Call Ms. Effie
(228-355-1786) to reserve you spot today!!
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For Ages 3-12 We will be taking afield trip to the Global Wildlife Center!! Check it out at
www.globalwildlife.com!!
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Because of our growing number of young children we are now blessed to have enough young people to
have afull rotation of acolytes serving at the altar. Many of you have already received lettersif you
have children 8 years old and up. Training for existing and new acolytes will take place at the church at
11am on Saturday, March 28". The training will last an hour or so and we will order pizzafor lunch
afterwards. Please call Jim to register your children for this great opportunity for our younger members
to learn about serving their church, making commitments and serving the Lord.







