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Loving God, Loving Each Other, and Serving the World through Joyful Worship and Passionate Service to Our City 
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After showing a couple of people the rendering on the front of this Dragoneer one reviewer asked, “So wait, this 
shows us that we are a cup of coffee?”  “No,” I said, “that’s tea!” 
 

Actually, the illustration is just one more way of attempting to describe St. George’s mission statement:  “Loving 
God, Loving Each Other and serving the world through joyful worship and passionate service to our city.”  You 
may recall an earlier Dragoneer article that described the hope of the statement, which is that our common vision 
for what it means to be a member of St. George’s is not just an abstract combination of churchy words but a 
process describing the Christian moral life – we begin as worshipers, we move forward and begin to love and 
support one another and then we move outward in love and service to the world.   Each of us can find ourselves 
somewhere on this spectrum, moving one direction or another, with God’s help.  As the great theologian, poet, 
prophet & mystic Abraham Joshua Heschel taught, “wonder leads to piety, and piety to holy deeds, for without 
the deed, wonder and piety are incomplete.”   
 

We revisit the mission statement in this Dragoneer with the particular illustration because in a related article from 
the senior warden you will learn that our mission statement is also a filter for your Vestry’s decision making 
process. Beginning with a Vestry Retreat a few months ago, your Vestry has adopted a new model. The new 
model is called “A Working Vestry.” Under this new model the intent is to involve parishioners to a greater 
degree, to meet less and to accomplish more. Because there are unlimited numbers of ways to “be church,” each 
of them valuable in their own way, before making decisions the Vestry will ask, “Does this decision, expenditure 
or investment of time and energy help us worship better, know and love one another better, serve the world 
better?” If the answer is affirmative, great! If not, we don’t invest in it!   
 

The drawing also indicates that what makes us a “church” is the result of the combination that each of us make as 
members of St. George’s, despite where we are on our individual journeys. The collective acts of worship, 
fellowship and service are distilled and the result is a richly divine cup of… Maxwell house? Chai Tea?  
Whatever we call it, a warm welcome to a newcomer at the church doors on Sunday, Holy Eucharist, the Lord’s 
Supper, a monthly communion service at the Poydras Home, a baptism, a wedding, a funeral, a Sunday School 
volunteer, a voice in the choir, conversations over the Sunday treats table at coffee hour, a crawfish boil, a book 
club, an EDOLA Kids Saturday, an EDOLA Corps day for adults, a Dragon Café volunteer… the combination is 
good from the first drop!  Thanks for your part in distilling the divine cup of blessing called St. George’s 
Episcopal Church. 
 
 

On behalf of the Vestry and staff at St. George’s, and wherever you are in your spiritual journey, we are glad you 
are with us – thanks be to God and thanks to you for… dropping in! 
 

Jim 
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by Mary Lou Bensabat, Senior Warden 
 
Although living in New Orleans may at times feel like we are in the Land of Oz, there is no one behind the 
curtain…things happen at St. George’s because of the efforts of many. Our life together is definitely the result of 
group participation. That participation can be small, large, sometime, consistent, tentative or robust. Attendance at 
Sunday service, adding your voice to the hymns and Alleluias is the place to begin but maybe you feel a slight tug 
to bring more to our collective table. 
 

Your vestry has defined its work into smaller, more focused commissions and we will actively seek parishioners 
to support these goals and objectives.   
 

Our new commission are: 
 

The Worship, Bricks and Mortar Commission will work together with clergy in the continued effort to address, 
evaluate and transform our building in order to maximize the functionality of our space for worship, loving one 
another, and serving the greater community. 
 

The Youth Ministry Commission will strive to realize excellence in Christian education programming and 
childcare from infancy to high school. 
 

Engaging people in Loving God, Loving Each Other and Serving the World in close concert with the Welcoming 
Committee, Parish Life Committee and Dragon Café is the multi-faceted work of The Connections Commission.  
 

The Communications Commission will strive to establish clear communication to and for all parish life as well 
as create clear and consistent media images for all St. George’s communication efforts. 
 

Each commission will identify and recruit fellow parishioners to join together to achieve great things for St. 
George’s. Objectives evolve and change as they are accomplished, as unforeseen needs arise as we grow. When 
approached, please accept the invitation to join a commission. Some tasks may be short-lived while others may 
involve more time. Let the spirit move you! Your vestry needs you. God relies on us to help bring His Love into 
our midst. Don’t be shy, be adventurous…see what God can do with you.�
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  8:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
10:30 am Children’s Chapel  
10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II  
 

 
Expanded worship service schedule resumes in September. 
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In April, St George’s received the gift of a beautiful altar.  This altar is the centerpiece of our renewed worship 
space and the creation of Mark Mussman, the woodworking craftsman, and the Rev. Jim Quigley.  The altar was 
designed to mirror and compliment the architecture of St. George’s Church.  The white marble top provides a 
visual connection to the steps leading to our high altar.  The legs are constructed of mahogany with an inlaid 
Brazilian hardwood called purple heart.  The design of the base was inspired by the beams and iron supports in the 
overhead of the church.  The iron work connecting the front and the back of the altar was fabricated by Jim.  The 
altar marble was recovered from a building in Covington, LA. 
 

This is a significant milestone in the evolution of our worship space which began last fall when we brought the 
celebration of the Holy Communion into the center of the sanctuary.  Our hope is that this project will create a 
space that will enhance our worship of God and serve all the needs of our congregation.   
 

The vision for our worship space is expanding to include several different configurations.  Some of the different 
possible configurations will include traditional (using the high altar), incarnation (what we have now), an open 
plan for drama and perhaps a special configuration for baptisms.  Once this project is completed, St. George’s will 
have a “convertible” worship configuration to meet the needs of the season or the occasion.    
 

The next step in this process will be to design and construct a moveable platform for the altar.  This platform will 
be constructed in interlocking moveable sections so that the altar and surrounding platform sections can be moved 
when needed.  Along with the platform sections, we plan to modify the side pews so that they are moveable.  Trey 
Burvant is in the process of identifying resources to help with the design of the moveable platforms.   
 

In the fall as part of celebrating St. George’s 135th birthday, the Bishop will come to St. George’s to celebrate 
communion and consecrate the new altar,  the newly completed renovations of the undercroft and kitchen, and 
hopefully a completed memorial garden!  This service will be an opportunity to celebrate the many wonderful 
things that are happening in our community. 
 

We encourage you to take the time to have a close look at our beautiful new altar.  Thanks again to Jim and the 
Quigley family (Charles Quigley, Kathy Montague, Sue Bielstein, Barb Policastro, and Tom Quigley) for their 
generous gift in memory of their parents, John C. & Francis B. Quigley.  
 

Also, thanks to Mary Lou Bensabat for her role in finding Mark Mussman, the woodworking craftsman, assisting 
with the design review and coordination of the project. 
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by Effie Anderson, Christian Education Director for Youth 
 
I would like to offer my most sincere thanks to our teachers and assistant teachers for a wonderful year. It would 
be impossible to have a Christian Education program without their dedication, support, and hard work. We have 
such an opportunity before us to offer a nurturing environment where St. George’s children can grow learning the 
love of Christ.  Guiding them by the scriptures, giving them the tools needed to deal with the conflicts and 
pressures of everyday life and by the example we set as adults. 
 

I would also like to thank the staff, vestry, and parishioners of St. George’s Episcopal Church for the wonderful 
opportunity that I have been given over the last year. My life has truly been enriched by my work here and by the 
relationships that have developed between our parish family not to mention the children that I have been allowed 
to serve. Please continue to keep my work and the children’s ministry in your prayers. 
 

��	�
����
�����	���������	�

������
Since April 2008 we have had 34 “visitors” that are attending St. George’s church and of the 34, 10 families are 
attending with children ranging in ages from birth to 14 years old. Our Sunday School enrollment for next fall 
from nursery to age twelve is 65 children with 32 of those falling into the Pre-Kindergarten to Kindergarten age 
group!  We have 14 on roll for 1st – 3rd grade and 10 on roll for grades 4th – 6th. Nursery attendance has increased 
to the point that it has become necessary to hire a nursery assistant to help Rennett on Sunday mornings.  
�
�	���������	��	��	������	��������
�	��  
��������	
����
�� �� This summer, even though we won’t have Sunday School, we will have Children’s Chapel 
every Sunday during church. The time for Children's Chapel will change on Sunday, June 21st from 10:35 to 
10:30. Children should be dropped off at their classroom before church and will return during the peace. The 
teachers will be in the classroom at 10:15. This will allow us to begin at 10:30 and have a more relaxed time for 
our studies and activities.  
 

��������������������� - Check out the advertisement on page 7 of this Dragoneer. 
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�� ��We will continue our 2009 year with Children’s Chapel downstairs beginning at 10:30. 
Teachers will be in the classrooms at 10:15 to receive children. We will return during the peace as usual.  
 

����������������������������������
 ��We have begun developing a program for our teenagers and are looking for 
needed space for these children to gather. We would like to offer a safe place that they can “hang out” with 
friends, not only on Sundays but on other days and evenings within the nurturing environment of our church. One 
possibility is to reclaim the space under the rectory currently used to house volunteers and return it to it’s former 
use as a safe gathering  place for our teens. 
 

�������������� ��Our EDOLA Saturday program has been very successful, with 20 plus attending most months. 
Our theme and focus is teaching the importance of helping others and also living that out in our projects and 
activities. We are finding that we are reaching a wider community as far as our attendance goes and will begin 
enrolling children in the fall and we will also begin to charge an affordable fee. We do need a good many 
volunteers to keep this program going. Please consider spending an occasional Sat. with us. Look for a sign up 
sheet over the summer as well as a name change for this program. Choose your month and time!! You will surely 
be blessed by the opportunity. 
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By Stan Jahncke, Dragon Café Manager 
 
We are prepared for hurricane season. Are you? We have an ample supply of can goods, utensils, sterno, etc. The 
Dragon café will be able to put together hot meals on very short notice. What we do need are candles of any type: 
used, broken, etc. and yellow cake mix. 
 

Otherwise the numbers of “guests”, especially from the surrounding neighborhoods are increasing. Our volunteer 
base continues to evolve and contribute greatly to the success of this program. Most Wednesday evening’s Francis 
plays the piano and occasionally David contributes on the guitar, to the delight of all. 
 

Thanks to our very good friends at Be Sweet Cupcakes on Magazine Street we have a steady supply of mouth 
watering cupcakes and La Divina Café in the French Quarter we have fresh ciabatta bread to add to our menu. 
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Kristen and Woody Koppel on the birth of Elizabeth Collins Koppel born on Thursday, May 21. 
 

Ben Griffith on graduating from the 8th grade at St. George’s Episcopal School . 
 

Lila Iris Matrana  who was baptized on May 31. 
 

Chris Haylock who was baptized on May 31. 
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Stacey LaFleur  

Meg Kemp  
Betty Avery, a returning member  

Douglas Alexander 
Sharon & Hollis Eddins 
Meg Kinney 
Shantay & Rob Kreubbe 
Byron & Mandy  Lily 
Emily Steffan 
 

To our many recent visitors and newcomers, if you are interested in talking to someone about membership at St. 
George’s, please feel free to talk to a member of the Welcoming Committee or the Rev. Jim Quigley (899-2811). 
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Kate Howard on the death of her father, Hersh Sowers 
 

The Zervigon Family. May Carlos have a speedy recovery. 
 

Lauren Edwards as she begins a one year tour of duty in Iraq. 
 
Got something to pray for or to celebrate? Please let the church office know (899-2811 or karen@stgeorge-noloa.org). 
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-� The children of St. George's 
made these doves to hang in the church on the Day of 
Pentecost. What a great way to remember the day of the 
coming of the Holy Spirit. �
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by Donna Clavijo, Director of Music      
 
There are many wonderful moments of celebration and grace to reflect on over the past few months - spirit filled 
Easter services with our children's choir, wonderful music form the St George Choir, and most recently, a visiting 
choir performance from Indiana! God is richly blessing the music program at St George’s, with several new 
members added over the last few months. We are moving into the summer months and few new things are also 
planned. Beginning in June and ending in August, the music department will offer a series of sight singing and 
music classes to the members of St George. All you need to bring is yourself and your voice from 6:30-7:15 on 
the following Wednesday evenings: June 10, 17, July 15, 29 and August 12, 19. We will learn how to read the 
music staff and explore unusual hymns in both LEVAS and the 1982 Hymnal.  
 

Effie Anderson and I are planning a combination Vacation Bible School and Music Camp this summer from 
August 10-14. Check out page 7 of this Dragoneer or contact either Effie Anderson or me for more information. 
 

Have a safe and restful summer and come worship with us! 
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by Sally Neyrey, Welcoming Committee Chair  
 
We have begun a new program to help us to keep in touch with all our new families. AMBASSADORS! We love 
all the new faces in Church and really want to get to know each family and help them to feel  welcome in our 
spiritual community.  If you are new to our Church, please know that we are very glad that  you are with us.  We 
will be in touch and please let us know if you have any questions or you just would like to talk to someone about 
St. George's. 
  
If there is anyone who would like to be a part of the Welcome/Newcomer Committee or just to "adopt" a  family, 
please give me a call or e-mail me at alohabetty@bellsouth.net.  My contact # 504-872-0232. 
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We are pleased to introduce to you our new sextons, 
Anisha Antoine and Raymond Tapp of Queensway 
Janitorial. Thank you so much Anisha and Raymond for 
the hard work you are doing in keeping our building 
beautiful.  
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On Sunday, June 28 the Tampa Bay Children’s Chorus will join us for our Service of Holy Eucharist at 10:30 am 
but that is not the only reason they are here. Before there arrival in the city, they will hold a benefit concert for the 
Dragon Café in Tampa Bay and will present the church with the proceeds. To learn more about their efforts, 
please read the following article.  
�
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by Joyce McKenzie 

jmckenzie@tampatrib.com 

Published: May 17, 2009 in The Tampa Tribune�

TEMPLE TERRACE - Many children focus on their own wants more than the needs of others. 

That is not the case for the 15 members of the award-winning Tampa Bay Children's Chorus, who will participate 
this summer in a five-day festival in New Orleans. 

Before making the trip, in an effort to help homeless victims of Hurricane Katrina who are still rebuilding their 
lives, the choristers will host a cabaret-style Song and Sweets fundraiser Monday evening at St. Catherine's 
Episcopal Church in Temple Terrace. The event is open to anyone who would like to attend. 

For a donation of $5 per person, guests will hear the youngsters perform a variety of musical selections and be 
served coffee and a dessert made from a New Orleans recipe. 

During their stay in New Orleans, the singers plan to present the evening's proceeds to leaders of the Dragon Café, 
a feeding ministry of St. George's Episcopal Church in the Louisiana city. 

The cafe opened in the fall of 2005 to help support church members whose homes were destroyed or severely 
damaged by the hurricane. It continues to help the city's needy, operating two nights a week. It is run by 
volunteers who prepare and serve about 13,000 free hot meals a year. 

Alisa Carmichael, a piano accompanist for the chorus who helped coordinate the fundraiser after visiting the cafe 
last year, said its kitchen is small and needs to be renovated. 

"It was actually the chorus's team leaders who wanted to do something good for the community in the limited time 
they were there," Carmichael said. "They were the ones who really put it together." 

Chorus member Taylor Vaughn, 14, was among them. "We said: Why don't we use our talents to help others 
while we're there?" Vaughn said. 

Nia Porter, 13, a two-year chorus member, said she is happy to be able to help out. 

"Two years ago when I went to New Orleans, there were still piles of trash everywhere. I saw church pews that 
were filled with mold, and walls that were pushed in, and only a few houses had been rebuilt," she said. 

Chorus founder and artistic director Averill Summer is pleased with the interest the children have shown in 
wanting to help the needy in New Orleans. 

"When they see the devastation that is still so visible in some areas of the city, I know they will feel that their 
efforts have been more that worth it," Summer said. "We hope the community will come out to join us at our 
cabaret to show that we all share in this concern." 
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This summer marks one year of St. George’s official involvement with the Episcopal and ELCA Campus 
Ministry to Tulane and Loyola Universities. As the chaplain for this ministry, I am so grateful to have a change 
of season where we can reflect upon the year that is past and plan for the year to come.  

Our student numbers were strong in September, 2008 and we were able to both maintain our numbers and 
continue growing throughout the year. We enjoyed a steady and strong Sunday evening attendance for our 6pm 
Holy Eucharist services at the Chapel of the Holy Spirit and for the weekly suppers that followed. We steadily 
added new students to our community even until our final activities during finals week.  

It was a joy for me to watch our community grow in love for one another as the year unfolded. I believe that we 
owe much of our success this year to the careful planning that we did last summer, a strong team of peer 
ministers, numerous weekly programming opportunities throughout the week, and the ability for us to use the 
Chapel of the Holy Spirit for activities (this is the Diocesan-owned campus ministry facility adjacent to Tulane’s 
campus).  

We have good momentum built from our first wonderful year. We also have many tasks ahead of us. 

Thanks to the many St. George’s parishioners who supported our work with students this year by providing meals 
to students on Sunday nights, and for your prayers and support of this valuable ministry. 

Through our summer of planning and reflection and prayer, I pray that we will be more able to share the love of 
God and the good news of Jesus Christ with communities of Tulane and Loyola by the Fall. Please pray that we 
will be led by the Holy Spirit to find new and creative ways to minister to believers and seekers alike.  
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Early in the spring semester, we began planting a garden 
behind the Chapel of the Holy Spirit. It has been great fun 
to watch the garden grow, and we now have been able to 
begin eating some of our plants! While Terre Pring, our 
primary gardener has graduated, we plan to continue the 
coming year. 
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