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Dear Parents, 
 
 
THANK YOU for allowing your child to participate in our AWANA program. It is organized into two 
clubs for elementary aged kids K-5th grade: Sparks and Truth and Training (Cubbies is under 
preschool). We sincerely desire that this club experience will be full of fun and learning for your child.  
The following information will help you better understand the organization of AWANA and how you 
can help your child to succeed. 

 
Geyer Springs First Baptist Church AWANA Club Organ ization 

 
Children’s Pastor:  Heath Bryant 
Children’s Associate: Paige Cate 
Children’s Assistant: Lisa Brewer 

 
Sparks Commander: Terri Morris   T&T Commander: Karen Rineheart 
   Directors:         Directors: 
    Kindergarten: Rene Proctor and Jackie Miller     T&T Girls (3rd and 4th Grade): Amanda Wagner 
    First Grade: Hannah Berry       T&T Girls (5th grade): Hollie Oliver 
    Second Grade: Carla Jammell       T&T Boys (3rd and 4th grade): Dwayne Rineheart 
    Secretary Coordinator:  Ellen Cortez      T&T Boys (5th grade): Robert Cortez 
                   Secretary Coordinator: Margret Scott 
 
Our club meets on Wednesday nights from 6:00-7:30 and is composed of three main elements: 
 
Handbook Time – Informal, small group time that gives children the opportunity to study and memorize God’s 
Word.  Awards can be earned each week. 
Game Time – High energy, active games that feature individual and team competition, which are played on the 
unique game square. 
Council Time – Each club gathers for songs, testimonies, drama, missions, prayer, Bible lessons, and award 
presentations. Once each month, Mission Night is held. 
 
 
 

       Kindergarten - 2 nd Grade  
 
Uniform:  Sparks wear a red vest with accompanying awards and a flying motif (K-1st) and nature motif (2nd). The 
material builds on that which is taught in Cubbies, our preschool program. The curriculum aims to take youngsters a step 
deeper into God’s Word while giving unsaved boys and girls regular opportunities to hear the gospel and come to faith in 
Jesus Christ.   
 
Handbook: Kindergarten and 1st grade will use the new handbooks HangGlider and WingRunner which will take 
Sparkies on a chronological journey through Scripture – Genesis through Revelation – with regular layovers to meet 
important Bible characters along the way. Each book includes verse memory sections, Bible biographies, and activities. 
The handbooks are enhanced with an audio handbook CD. They will learn more than 65 verses by the time they complete 
2nd grade. All new Kindergarten and 1st grade club members must pass his/her Flight 3:16 booklet before starting the 
HangGlider handbook. 
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New Award System (K & 1 st grade): The familiar Sparks vest remains, but with an updated logo 
and new rank emblems. Parents no longer have to remove the clubber’s previous rank emblem 
before applying the new one. Now Sparkies receive pilot wings instead of crowns to display their 
achievement jewels. (The jewels have not changed.)  
 
New Multimedia (K & 1 st grade) : Each handbook contains an audio handbook CD that includes 
dramatic readings of the Bible biographies and a helpful timeline. A CD with verse music for each 

Sparks handbook will also be available. It includes the updated Sparks Theme Song. 
 
2nd grade Sparks  will use the original material which is also firmly grounded in Scripture. Before working in a handbook, 
newcomers to Sparks complete the Sparks Gate booklet which introduces them to the program and begins teaching them 
basic Bible truths. 
 
2nd grade Sparks Handbook: The three handbooks (Skipper, Hiker, and Climber) feature basic truths about God, Jesus 
Christ, salvation and the Bible. Any child that has completed all three books will have learned 68 verses, many of which 
cover salvation and key Christian doctrine. All three handbooks present a clear and consistent presentation of the gospel 
message. Each handbook communicates spiritual truths through memory verse drills, crafts, activities and review of key 
doctrine, Bible facts and verses. All three handbooks follow a nature motif, starting with Skipper and ending with Climber.  
The theme of the first handbook is “Jesus in the past.” The second book’s theme is “Jesus in the present.” The theme of 
the third book is “Jesus in the future.” 
 
2nd grade Sparks Award System : The familiar read vest remains to display the Skipper, Hiker, or Climber rank patch. 
When a new rank patch is awarded, the prior rank patch should be removed. Jewels are given for completed sections and 
placed on bronze, silver, and gold crowns. 
 

  3rd - 5th Grade Boys and Girls  
 
Uniform: T&T wear a green t-shirt. 
 
The name Truth & Training reflects the passion of Awana to teach the truth of God’s Word and to train them to follow 
Christ in their daily lives. Our goal is that many of today’s young people will become tomorrow’s church leaders. T&T is 
the program that trains the leaders of tomorrow — today. By the time a child has completed T&T, s/he will have: 

¨  Learned and reviewed approximately 310 verses 
¨  Studied dozens of passages from the Old and New Testament 
¨  Regularly heard and read the gospel message 
¨  Answered important questions about God and the Bible (see below)  
¨  Completed missions projects that help him see the world through God’s eyes. 

 
Book 1 Answers the following questions:  Why did God give us the Bible?  Who is God?  Who is the Lord Jesus?  How 
does God want me to live my life?   
Book 2:  What does God say about my home and family?  Why should I go to church?  How can I help other people?  
What do I need to know about Satan, angels and the future?   
Book 3: How do we know the Bible is true? What do I need to know about God? What do I need to know about the Lord 
Jesus Christ? What do I need to know about the Holy Spirit?   
Book 4:  What do I need to know about my family — now and in the future?  What is a good friend?  What does God want 
me to know about the future?   
 
Note:  AWANA is written to go through 6th grade; however, our church’s format only goes through 5th grade. In order to 
receive AWANA’s highest award, the Timothy award, they must complete all AWANA books through book 4. Your child 
will be allowed to pass two books during one year if he/she chooses to. However, they will only be allowed to do this ONE 
year only .  If they complete a book early during another year, they must work on their gold/silver reviews. (Please see 
your club director or commander if you have further questions). 
 
 
 



Awana Parent Handbook.doc    4 

  
2009-2010 Calendar of Events  

August January 
   6 Kindergarten Sparks Missions  

(Dixie Jackson Emphasis) 
23 Registration between morning services 13 1st & 2nd Sparks Missions (Dixie Jackson Emphasis) 
26 Awana Leader Training 20 Mini Grand Prix – Sparks (Bring a Matchbox or 

Hotwheels car to race 

T&T Missions (Dixie Jackson Emphasis) 

30 Registration between morning services 27 80’s Theme Night 
September February 

2 Awana Kick-Off/Registration 3 Kindergarten Sparks Missions  
(collect non-perishable foods) 
Awana Grand Prix – T&T 

9 First regular night of Awana 10 Give Your Heart to Jesus Party 
1st &  2nd Sparks Missions 
(collect non-perishable foods) 

16  17 T&T Missions (collect non-perishable foods) 

23  24  

26 9AM – 4PM AWANA Ministry Conference   
30 Team Spirit Night—wear your favorite jersey   

October March 
7 Kindergarten Sparks Missions 

Missions Project Lifeboxes 
3 Kindergarten Sparks Missions  

(Long line for mission contest SPARKS & T&T) 
14 1st & 2nd Sparks Missions 

Missions Project Lifeboxes 
10 1st & 2nd Sparks Missions  

Kindergarten shops 

21 T&T Missions 

Missions Project Lifeboxes 

17 T&T Missions 

1st grade shops 

28 Crazy Hat/Hair Night 24 Spring Break 

30 GS FEST 31 Beach Night 
November April 

4 Kindergarten Sparks Missions (ABCH Project) 
T&T 5th grade boys and girls shop 

7 Kindergarten Sparks Missions 
2nd grade shops 

11 1st & 2nd grade Sparks Missions (ABCH 
Project) 
Kindergarten shops 

14 1st & 2nd Sparks Missions 
3rd & 4th grade T&T boys shop 

18 T&T Missions (ABCH Project) 
Camo night—wear your camouflage 

Grand Prix cars go on sale (TTB & TTG) 
1st grade shops 

21 Inside Out Night- Wear your clothes inside out! 
T&T Missions 
T&T  3rd & 4th girls shop 

25 Thanksgiving Vacation 28 Last regular night of Awana 
T&T 5th grade boys & girls shop 

December May 
2 Kindergarten Sparks Missions 

2nd Grade Sparks shop 
5 Year end celebration – awards/recognition 

5 Arkansas Baptist Children’s Home Christmas 
Party (Monticello, AR) 

  

9 1st & 2nd Sparks Missions 
T&T  3rd & 4th girls shop 

  

16 Happy Birthday Jesus Party  & T&T Missions 
T&T 3rd & 4th boys shop 

  

23 Christmas Vacation Week 1   

30 Christmas Vacation Week 2   
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Your Responsibility as a Parent/Guardian 
 

Your partnership with us in helping your child achieve is essential. The following are some 
practical ways in which you can help. 
 
¨  Please see that your child is on time.  

¨  Make sure your child wears their uniform to club and brings his/her book and Bible.  
Proper display of awards greatly contributes to their sense of achievement. Please put 
child’s name in their book as well as on the tag of the Sparks vest. 

¨  Help your child prepare for club each week by spending time at home reading and reviewing handbook material. We 
suggest a brief, two-three minute session each morning and night for Sparks. 

¨  Each child will be asked to bring dues of 50¢ weekly to help defray the cost of awards. Dues can be paid in advance: 
$16.00 for September – April or $8.00 in September and $8.00 in January. Dues will be on the “honor system”. 

¨  Parents will need to purchase a handbook and uniform for their child. (Awana handbook bags are optional, but we do 
ask that your child bring their handbook and Bible in some type of tote bag with their name on it. Workbooks are 
optional and are not needed until they finish their handbook.)  Prices vary by club.  

¨  Make sure your child wears tennis shoes each week so that they may safely play games. Children may not play 
barefoot, and those with flip flops will not be allowed to play. We also ask that girls NOT wear dresses. Long pants are 
preferred for both boys and girls to help ensure safe play.  

 
                                                               

                                                                        Nightly Schedule  
 

 5:40 – 5:55 PM Check In (All Clubs) 
 5:55 – 6:00 PM Flag / Opening Ceremony (All Clubs) 

All Sparks check in at Children’s Welcome 
Desk. Parent or guardian will sign child in and 
out of designated room at the beginning and 
end of the night. 
 
T&T Girls check in at room C144 
 
T&T Boys check in at room 201 

 6:00 – 6:25 PM Handbook Time (Kindergarten A) 
Game Time (Kindergarten B) 
Handbook Time (First Grade A) 
Game Time (First Grade B) 
Game Time (Second Grade) 
Handbook Time (All  T&T) 

Drop off Rooms 
 

Kindergarten:  C135 
1st Grade:  C140 
2nd Grade: Sanders Hall 
 
T&T 3rd grade girls:  C146 

 6:30– 6:55 PM Game Time (Kindergarten A) 
Handbook Time (Kindergarten B) 
Game Time (First Grade A) 
Handbook Time (First Grade B) 
Handbook Time (2nd Grade) 
Game Time (T&T Girls) 
Council Time/Missions (T&T Boys) 

T&T 4th grade girls:  C142 
T&T 5th grade girls:  Room 151 
 
T&T 3rd/4th grade boys:  Room 204 
T&T 5th grade boys:  Room 207 

 7:00 – 7:20 PM Council Time/Missions (Kindergarten) 
Council Time/Missions (1st/2nd grade 
combined) 
Council Time/Missions (T&T Girls) 
Game Time (T&T Boys) 

  7:25-7:30 PM All clubbers return to pick-up room for awards 
Kindergarten: C135 
1st Grade: C140 
2nd Grade: C137 (inside door by Counseling 
Room) 
3rd Grade Girls: C146 
4th Grade Girls: C142 
5th Grade Girls: C151 
T&T Boys: Sanders Hall 
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The AWANA Store 
The Awana Store is a way for kids to be rewarded for their hard work.  We stock it with fun prizes that the kids can trade 
the AWANA bucks they have earned for fun toys, etc.  It will be open during Game Time at the latter part of each 
semester. Shopping will be limited to once a semester per club. This will be on a rotating basis starting on November 4th 
(See calendar for your child’s shopping night). The store will strive to maintain a good inventory throughout the year. 
Children will be able to see what they will be buying at all times. Each child will have an envelope to store their bucks, 
which must be turned in to their leaders at the end of club each week. Each child is, however, responsible for his/her 
bucks and we cannot be responsible for lost bucks.  
 
Children will be encouraged to ‘tithe’ their earnings on shopping nights. There will be a box set aside for this purpose at 
the Awana store and the money saved in store will go toward sponsoring an AWANA club in Kenya. 
 
Secretaries will distribute bucks at Check-in, leaders will distribute bucks earned during Handbook Time, Game Directors 
will distribute them to the winning teams, and Directors will distribute them for participation in special events and theme 
nights. 

How to Earn Awana Bucks for Sparks 
 

Activity # Bucks Earned 
Check in (See #1 above for criteria)  1 
Complete Entrance Booklet (Flight 3:16 / Sparks Gate)  5 
Complete any Section  1 
Complete any Red or Green Jewel  2 
Complete any Rank Patch   2 
Complete any Review Patch  5 
Complete a Handbook / Workbook  10 
Participate in Theme Nights  1 
Participate in Special Events (Children’s Home Christmas Party) 10 
Game Time: Each member of the team with the most points if the Game Director 
feels the team has earned it by their behavior, participation and sportsmanship 

1 

Awana Attendance Award – blue jewel 3 
Sunday School Attendance Award – emblem 5 
Brought Book, Bible, wore uniform, attended Sunday School (must have all) 1 

given at check-in 

How to Earn Awana Bucks for T&T 
 

Activity # Bucks Earned 
Check in (See #1 above for criteria)  1 
Complete Entrance Booklet (Start Zone) 5 
Complete any Section 1 
Complete Discovery 2 
Complete any Gold / Silver sections  2 
Complete all Gold / Silver sections  5 
Complete a Handbook / Workbook  10 
Participate in Theme Nights  1 
Participate in Special Events (Awana Grand Prix, Children’s Home Christmas Party) 10 
Game Time: Each member of the team with the most points if the Game Director 
feels the team has earned it by their behavior, participation and sportsmanship 

1 

Brought Book, Bible, wore uniform, attended Sunday School (must have all) 1 
given at check-in 
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FAQ 
What does AWANA mean?  AWANA stands for “Approved Workmen Are Not Ashamed”. 

Do you require background checks for your AWANA lea ders?  Yes we do. Anyone working with children ages 
preschool through high school are required to fill out a volunteer application and we complete a background check on 
them. 

Why does a church program have dues and require you  to pay for your uniform and book?  AWANA is a club 
much like boy scouts/girl scouts. The costs of it are quite expensive. The church covers a great deal of the costs that it 
takes to run the program; however we cannot cover the full cost, though we would love to. If for any reason you are 
someone you know needs scholarship assistance, please do not hesitate to let us know. You may contact Heath Bryant 
or Lisa Brewer in the Children’s Ministry office for more information. 

My child has a learning disability and cannot memor ize well.  Can they participate and enjoy AWANA?  
Absolutely! Please let your director know of any special situation such as this and we will work out a plan for your child to 
make sure they are able to succeed, no matter their learning level/ability. 

Why does your registration form require so much inf ormation on me and my child? We want your child’s 
experience to be fun and SAFE. Our game time is very active and involved. We serve food/refreshments from time to 
time. We want to make sure we are aware of any special medical conditions your child may have and we want to be sure 
your child can receive proper medical attention should an accident occur as well as be able to reach you if we need to. 

What can I do to help my child succeed in AWANA? Your working with your child at home is vitally important to 
helping him/her succeed. Many times your child will get extra credit for your initialing that they worked on their sections at 
home. Allowing them to recite the verses back to you and discussing them together can be a great time for both you and 
your child. 

What is the AWANA Store?  As a reward for your child’s work in passing sections, they receive “AWANA Bucks”.  
These can be exchanged for fun items in our AWANA store periodically. 

I am not a member of your church, but would like to  help out.  We have a place for you and would love to have you 
on our team. Please contact Heath Bryant or Lisa Brewer to get your volunteer application. 

If you have further questions, or would just like to meet with me, please feel free to call and set up an appointment at 
455-3474. 

 

Approved Workmen Are Not Ashamed 
 (2 Timothy 2:15)  

Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the Word of truth.   

 
AWANA Doctrinal Statement 

We believe: 
1. All Scripture is verbally inspired as originally written and therefore infallible and 

inerrant. 
2. There is one living and true God who exists in three Persons-Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
3. The Lord Jesus Christ was born of a virgin. 
4. Christ rose bodily from the dead and ascended unto God the Father. 
5. Christ will return: 

a) first, for the dead in Christ who will be resurrected bodily, and for those who are alive at His coming. 
b) then, to reign 1,000 years on earth 

6. All men inherit a depraved nature and are lost sinners in need of salvation. 
7. God has provided salvation through offering His Son on the cross of Calvary, and allowing His blood to be shed to 

atone for our sins. 
8. We are saved and justified when we recognize ourselves as sinners, and put our trust in Christ as the Son of God 

and His finished work on the cross of Calvary.  Salvation is by grace through faith plus nothing. 
9. Once saved, we cannot be lost; we are eternally secure in Christ. 
10. The baptism of the Holy Spirit takes place at the time of conversion and is the act of placing the believer into the 

body of Christ but is not a second work of grace.  It is different than the filling of the Holy Spirit, which is an 
ongoing process that may occur at any time in the believer’s life. 

11. a) We should regularly participate at the Lord’s table 
b) All believers should be baptized by immersion as an act of obedience, but not for securing their salvation. 
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12. The Bible teaches the eternal blessedness of the saved.  It also teaches the eternal punishment of the lost. 
13. The grace of God teaches us to “live soberly, righteously, and godly.” 

     
FLAG PRESENTATION 

The following pledges are used during the opening flag presentation. Please help your child memorize them 
before next week. 
 

PLEDGE TO THE AMERICAN FLAG 
“I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which it stands, one 
nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” 

 
PLEDGE TO THE AWANA FLAG 

“I pledge allegiance to the AWANA flag, which stands for the AWANA Clubs, whose goal is to reach boys and 
girls with the gospel of Christ, and train them to serve Him.” 

Deadlines 
 
The last night for reciting verses to earn awards is April 21, 2010. This is due to the amount of time it takes to 
prepare and print the end of year program. If a child completes a book or recites a verse after this deadline, 
their name may not appear in the end of year program; however, it will count towards book completion and 
awards. 
  

Sparks Attendance Awards Periods 
 
1st Period September 2, 2009 – October 14, 2009 
2nd Period October 21, 2009 – December 16, 2009 
3rd Period January 6, 2010 – February 24, 2010 
4th Period March 3, 2010 – April 28, 2010 
 

Sunday School Attendance Awards Periods 
 
1st Period September 6, 2009 – December 13, 2009 
2nd Period January 3, 2010 – April 18, 2010 
 
Our goal is to partner with you as you strive to raise you child in a way that honors Jesus Christ. If 
you have further questions or we can help you in anyway, please do not hesitate to contact us at the 
church office at 455-3474. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Heath Bryant, Children’s Pastor, ext 161 
Paige Cate, Children’s Associate, ext 157 
Lisa Brewer, Children’s Assistant, ext 123 


