Glossary Of Terms

Acknowledge: to admit or accept that something exists, is true, or is real.
Adoption: Is the choice God makes by his grace to make us his sons and daughters with all the rights and privileges of being his children.  
Alien righteousness: The holiness of another. We do not have our own holiness, so the holiness of another (an alien) must be given to us to make us acceptable to God. Jesus is the alien. 
Almighty: It means someone or something having absolute power, all-powerful. So we are saying that God is God and that we know, God can do anything in His perfect will that He wants and there is nothing and no one who can stop Him.

Amen: One way to translate it is “and so shall it be always.”
Atonement: The process by which Jesus puts right what sins puts wrong. Christ’s suffering and death are atonement, a making amends for sin. 
Authority of the Bible: The power of the Bible to influence our believing and acting. Because the Bible is our authority, it can even give commands that we must obey. The Bible is authoritative because God is its author and because only in the Bibl do we find Jesus Christ our Savoir.  

Belgic Confession: A summary of the Christian faith that was authored Guido de Bres, a preacher of the Reformed churches of the Netherlands, who died a martyr to the faith in the year 1567. The confession was originally written in French and penned two years after John Calvin’s first draft his Institutes (1536). 
Bible: The Book that contains the writings, or Scriptures, that Christians recognize as the written Word of God. 

Christ: means ‘God’s anointed.’ Anointing in this case is someone who is set apart or chosen to do a job. Jesus was chosen to save us from our sin.
Circumcision: When God first gave a visual reminder to Abraham to remind him of the covenant of Grace he gave him the sign of circumcision. Circumcision was a special mark that God gave that only the boys received. When a baby boy was circumcised he bled a little bit. This visual reminder was given so that the people of God would remember that one day God would send a Savior that would spill His blood to save us from our sins.
Church (General): All those persons in every nation, together with their children, who make profession of their faith in Lord Jesus Christ. Even thought the members of this group, across the world and across the centuries, are often different from each other, they still belong to only one group.
Common Grace: God’s way of partly stopping corruption so that human life can continue. Common grace explains why unbelievers often who good behavior, sometimes better than that of some Christians. 

Communicant member: A communicant member is someone who can take communion in the church and has publicly professed their saving relationship with Jesus Christ before the elders of the church and the congregation.
Communion of saints:  Describes our union with Christ and our union to one another.

Consummation: The second coming and the events attached to it: The resurrection of the dead, the last judgment, and the beginning of everlasting life. 

Conversion: Is a gift from God that follows repentance and faith. Sometimes this happens when you a very young and you do not know a single day when you did not know Jesus as your Savior, other times it happens later in life. No matter when it happens, It involves the change of your entire person like a caterpillar is changed into a beautiful butterfly. 
Covenant: In the Bible, it is a very serious promise that must be kept. When God makes a covenant with us, it is He that keeps it for us. The Children’s catechism defines a covenant as, “a relationship that God sets up with us and guarantees by His word.”
Covenant of Works: The covenant God made with Adam and Eve that if they did not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, they would live (and keep in the relationship that God made with them). If they did not keep the command and ate the fruit they would die (breaking the relationship that God made with Adam). The Covenant of Works was for Adam and Even and all their children and grandchildren and every single person that came after them. So when they disobeyed God, the whole human race fell.  Adam and Eve sinned, and every person born after original sin was born with this sin.
Covenant of Grace: this covenant was different than the Covenant of Works. The Children’s catechism tells us, “Who was represented by Jesus in the covenant of grace?” The answer is, “His elect people.” This covenant (the Covenant of Grace) was made with only those who God will elect to heaven and instead of one man bringing sin into the world and the same man bringing salvation, God chose the only person who could keep this new Covenant of Grace. This man is named Jesus. (Romans 5:17)
Creed: is a statement of belief.
Deacon: One of the two officers of the church. The office is found many places in the Bible but Acts 6:1-4 and I Timothy 3:7-13 lay out what kind of man can hold this office. Generally, the office of deacon is one that cares for and serves the people in the church. 

Discipline: the practice or methods of ensuring that people obey rules by teaching them to do so and punishing them if they do not.

Disciple: A learner or student of a leader, namely Jesus Christ.
Elders: One of the two officers of the church. The office is found many places in the Bible but I Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9 lay out what kind of man can hold this office. Generally, the office of elder is one that rules or oversees the people in the church. 

Election: God’s choice of us for the gift of saving faith. 

Election (doctrine of): We believe that, all Adam's descendants having thus fallen into perdition and ruin by the sin of the first man— God showed himself to be as he is:
merciful and just. 

He is merciful in withdrawing and saving from this perdition those whom he, in his eternal and unchangeable counsel, has elected and chosen in Jesus Christ our Lord by his pure goodness, without any consideration of their works. 

He is just in leaving the others in their ruin and fall into which they plunged themselves. (Taken from the Belgic Confession Article 16)
Endeavor (Membership Vow #3) a strong seffort in order to achieve something.
Estate: Somebody’s overall situation, the circumstances, period, or condition in which somebody lives. 

Eternal: means that Jesus has no beginning or ending, He always was and will always be God.
Evil: The combination of sin and misery that we see in the world around us. Evil originated in the angel world but comes to us through the fall of Adam and eve. 

Exaltation: is a word that is used to describe a place of honor. After Jesus paid that price and rose again from the dead He entered into a position of exaltation.
Faith: Is a deep, trusting kind of belief and it is not something you can make; it is a gift from God to you (look up Ephesians 2: 8-9). It is the bond to Christ from our side. Faith includes belief in the promises of God and trust in Jesus Christ. Faith receives justification. 
Glorification:

God: It means all-powerful.
Gospel: the good news concerning Christ, the Kingdom of God, and salvation.
Grace: loving-kindness to a person in misery, especially when a person is miserable because of his or her own sin. Grace is then undeserved favor or kindness. 
Heidelberg Catechism: A document written in 1563. It was used as a teaching and preaching instrument to promote unity in beliefs in the church and is used in Presbyterian/Reformed Churches even today. 

Holy universal church: is a way to describe all the true followers of Jesus Christ from the past, present, and future. In fact the word church comes from a Greek word that means those who are called out, rather the church is not a building but it is the people of God.
Humiliation: This word when used like this doesn’t mean ‘embarrassed.’ Jesus’ humiliation makes us think of the way He humbled Himself: how the Son of God came down from heaven and all its glory and took on a human nature to die in our place.

Image of god: the likeness of God in human beings. We see the image of God in us by our ruling over creation, by our fellowship with each other, and by any right actions we do. The image of God means being like Christ. 

Inerrancy: means that the Bible is wholly true.
Infallibility of the Bible: The quality of the Bible that means it will not fail. By the Bible’s unfailing or infallibility we mean it does not deceive us, make mistakes in presenting God’s word, or fail to reach its goal of helping people get saved and then lead thankful lives. 
Inspiration of the Bible: the process by which god “breathed” into the biblical writers what he wanted them to write. God moved, influenced, and inspired them by the Holy Spirit. This is one reason why the Bible is different from all other books.
Jesus: it means, “God saves.”
John Calvin: A French Pastor that lived in the 1500’s that wrote a lot of books and letters about the Bible, one of this books that he revised at lest four times was named the Institutes of the Christian Religion. This book along with others he penned, help many Pastors and members of the church understand God’s Word.     
Justification: Where God gives us Jesus’ goodness and declares us good in His sight because of what Jesus has done on our behalf. 
Lord: is an old word that usually describes a person that has power or authority over another person. But when we call Jesus our Lord not only are we saying that Jesus has authority over our lives, but we mean that he has control over our lives.
Means of Grace: Are the specific things that God uses as the outward and ordinary channels of His grace into our hearts. The means of grace, according to the Westminster standards are the Bible, Sacraments and Prayer (See WSC #85 & 88). 

Messiah: The Hebrew word for “the anointed one.” In the Old Testament this person was an expected warrior king, suffering servant, or even god himself. He would bring reconciliation, peace, and prosperity. The Greek word for messiah means, “The Christ.”

Mercy: God’s love, tenderness, and kindness toward us in our time of need 
Non-communicant member: If you were baptized as an infant or a child, you were received by the church as a non-communing member. To be a non-communicant member means that you have a parent that believes in Jesus and has had you baptized in the church. Being a non-communicant member does not mean that you personally have a saving relationship with Jesus.
Original Sin: The corruption and guilt that the human race has inherited from Adam and eve. The doctrine of Original sin tells us that sin is universal that it keeps reproducing, and that it is extremely hard to get rid of. 

Overseer: In the Bible when this word is used it can most of the time be replaced by the word Elder. See elder for a definition. 

Perdition: The word “perdition” occurs in the English Bible 8 times (John 17:12; Philippians 1:28; 2 Thessalonians 2:3; 1 Timothy 6:9; Hebrews 10:39; 2 Peter 3:7; Revelation 17:8, 11). In each of these cases it denotes the final state of ruin and punishment which forms the opposite to salvation. 

(taken from The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Vol. IV:2320. [1915])
Petition: an appeal or request to a higher authority or being.

Primary:  First and most important.
Providence: The care God shows for his creation. God preserves our world, rescues his people, works for good, and controls history. Providence lets us trust and thank God. 

Reformed:  To be Reformed is to confess the common Christian faith with a special accent. In particular, it means to accent such things as the authority of scripture, the sovereignty of God and agree with the summary of the Christian faith found in the, “three forms of unity” or “the Westminster Standards”. 

Requirements: something wanted or needed.
Reliance (Membership Vow #3) dependence on another person or on, for example, a service or a device, and the need for something that he, she, or it provides.
Regeneration: The act of God making us spiritually alive. First, “generate” means to give life and “re” means again. When the Holy Spirit regenerates us, we come from death (caused by sin) to life.
Reliance: To depend and trust in Christ alone.

Repentance: Means to turn half way around.  If you are facing something and then turn half way around, you now are facing away from it and you have turned your back to it.  This is exactly what the Holy Spirit tells our hearts to do with sin.  Turn around and go the other way, the way that pleases God, His way.
Sacrament: A sacrament is an outward sign, which signals what happens in our heart. There are two sacraments of the church, the Lords supper and Baptism. 
Sanctification: When the Holy Spirit gives life he renews our hearts and lives by cleaning out our sin and giving us new life, a new purpose so that we can grow in faith and in Jesus likeness. Sanctification is the process by which Christians become gradually holier, that is more like Jesus. 
Sin: The catechism tells us that sin is, “disobeying or not conforming to God’s law in any way.” Sin is also a disease. All of us have this disease. All of us need the healing from sin that only Jesus can give. Another way to think about it is any thought, word or deed that breaks God’s law by omission (things we should do but we do not) or commission (wrong things we purposefully do).
Sovereignty of God: The attribute of God which means that he is supreme and in control. 

Submit: To give in to somebody’s authority, control, or demands.
Support: to give active help, encouragement, to somebody or something.
Tithe: Is ten percent of everything we earn
Trinity: A special term used to describe our One God who is in three persons (see Deuteronomy 6:4 also in Mark 12:29). 

Vow: a serious promise.

Westminster Standards: The standards include the Larger and Shorter catechisms and the Confession of Faith. These documents summarize the teachings of the Bible and the Reformed faith.  
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