A PHILOSOPHY OF LIVING:  A Rich Life

Matthew 6:19-21; Proverbs 23:4-5

+++

Introduction

She had just left their house after a brief visit with old friends.  When she drove away from the house, her friend stood watching her leave in a make of car she and her husband could not afford.  Her husband looked up and saw a look on her face that betrayed the thought in her mind.  He said to her, “Some day, honey, we’ll be rich too!”  She turned around and came over to her husband and took him by the hand and said these precious words.  She said, “Darling, we are rich.  You mean some day we’ll have money too!”


How do you define a rich life? Is it about what you drive?   Is it about what is in the bank under your account number?  Is it about how much 

property you own and where you own it?  Is it about the kind of furniture you own? Is that how you would define a rich life?  



Or is it very different?  Does it have anything to do with money or property or possessions?  I’m reminded this morning of Henry David Thoreau who, in his classic “Walden” wrote about his experience of becoming rich, not through getting more but getting less.  He wrote of being invited to a home where the food and drink was rich indeed and yet the conversation and company was so very poor.  In the end he wished he had gone to a poor man’s house he knew where he would have become rich in a different way.  Ultimately he built his own cabin by Walden pond to experience a 

life that would make him rich indeed. There Nature about him and the sky above him filled his life to overflowing.   He wrote:  “I went to the woods 

because I wished to live deliberately…and not, when I came to die, discover I had not lived.”  



There is a life that can be lived that makes one rich beyond one’s wildest dreams and it costs nothing but the looking for it.  That life Jesus talks about in our text today.  Possessions have their place, but we must have the proper attitude about them that realizes they only have their time in our lives.  A truly rich life remembers this and fills itself with treasures that cannot be touched with human hands.  Let’s take some time to explore what Jesus is teaching us here.  Jesus invites us to consider where our treasure is.  Are they on earth or in heaven?

I  Treasures on Earth - Matthew 6:19.

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal.”

There are two problems with treasures on earth:  They decay and they disappear.

a.  Treasures on earth can decay.  

Jesus talks about moths and rust here.  The word rust is a word that comes from a root word meaning to eat.    Everything on this earth that we think 

makes us so very rich has the capacity to decay.  The late comedian Richard Pryor at one time in his life and career was critically burned in an accident.  After his recovery he appeared on the Late Show with then host Johnny Carson.  He told Carson that when he was seriously ill he gained a new perspective on life and what we think we need.  It is all so transient.  He said, “All I could think of was to call on God.  I didn’t call the Bank of America once.”  


From time to time we need to ask ourselves if the treasures we hold so dear can get us through life’s living, it’s trials, troubles and tribulations.  It it is something than can decay, it won’t get us through.  A poet expressed it this way:



Out of this life I never shall take,




Things o silver and gold I make.



All that I cherish and hoard away,




After I leave, on the earth must stay.



Though I have toiled for a painting rare,




To hand on my wall I must leave it there.



Thought I call it mine and boast its worth,




I must give it up when I quit the earth.



All that I gather and all that I keep,




I must leave behind when I fall asleep.

b.  Treasures on earth can disappear.

Jesus talks about thieve who break in and steal.  The phrase here is actually “dig thru.”  The picture is of homes in Jesus’ day where the roof was of mud and grass.  One would literally dig thru the roof to gain access to the possessions within.  The Greeks called burglar’s ‘mud-diggers’ in their day.  


Treasures on earth can disappear.  A Christian in the early 200’s AD by the name of Macarius, returned to his home one day to find a thief carrying off his few possessions that he owned.  What did he do?  He helped the astonished thief load his wagon and with complete tranquility he waved as the thief drove away with his possessions.  When he was asked later about the incident he quoted I Timothy 6:7 that says, “We brought 

nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world.”    Treasures on earth can disappear.  We need to remember that.



When Alexander the Great was young he inherited and conquered a vast portion of the world.  The wealth of both West and East were his.  Yet he asked that at his death his hands be left unwrapped and open for all to see that they were empty.  Even death can make the most prized possessions we have disappear right before our eyes.

Treasures on earth can decay.  Treasures on earth can disappear.

Jesus goes on to talk about treasures that do not decay or disappear.  He refers to them as treasures  in heaven.

II  Treasure in Heaven - Matthew 6:20

“…but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

Did you notice the two words in verse 19 and 20 that are key words for our understanding of this theme?  Treasures on or upon earth verses treasures in or within heaven.  These treasures within heave cannot decay and cannot be stolen so that they disappear.  These treasures cannot be touched with human hands that make us rich.  So what are these treasures that make us so rich?
To lose a relationship with someone you dearly love is painful.  All of us at some time in our lives have experienced that.  That is God’s experience.  There is in a sense a missing sense that we have lost in our lives.  We all know about the other 5:  hear, see, smell, touch, taste.  The missing sense was what Genesis describes as a walk with God.  The creation narrative shares about a God who made humanity, gave Adam and Eve a garden, and developed a relationship with them.  Then came the fall.  Genesis 3:8ff. tells the story:  “And they (Adam and Eve) heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.”  And then we find the very first recorded words of God to human beings.  What are they?  The first words of God recorded are “Let there be light” in Genesis 1:3, but the first recorded to human beings is in 3:9.  They are instructive of something that is lost:  a walk with God in the cool of the day, companionship with our Creator, relationship with our Maker.  These words are “Where are you?”  Relationship with God was missing.  They hid from him.  
Thus began God’s seeking us and yearning for us.  From Genesis 3 to Revelation 22 that seeking us would find expression in Abraham’s call, Moses’ deliverance from Egypt, David’s kingship, the Prophet’s calling and the coming of Jesus and work of his body, the Church, reaching out to a world out of relationship with a God seeking that relationship.  Even the last few words of God in Revelation betray his heart yearning for us.  Revelation 22:17:  “And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!”  And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come.  Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.”

Francis Thompson knew what it was like to be sought after by God.  In the poem that expresses it he wrote:
I fled Him, down the nights and down the days; 

I fled Him, down the arches of the years; 

I fled Him, down the labyrinthine ways 

Of my own mind; and in the mist of tears 

I hid from Him, and under running laughter. 

Up vistaed hopes I sped; 

And shot, precipitated,

Adown Titanic glooms of chasmèd fears, 

From those strong Feet that followed, followed after. 

But with unhurrying chase, 

And unperturbèd pace,

Deliberate speed, majestic instancy, 

They beat -- and a voice beat 

More instant than the Feet --

"All things betray thee, who betrayest Me."

How rich are you?  Rich indeed when we have the companionship of the Creator, when we do not have to hide, when we can experience that relationship with our Maker in Christ that is a treasure in Heaven and a treasure experienced on earth.

Conclusion
There is a fascinating legend from the life of the Apostle Thomas, you remember him as Doubting Thomas, that comes to us about his post-Messiah following life.  This story reveals the treasures in heaven to us and how we experience it here on earth.  The legend tells us that after the crucifixion, resurrection and ascension of Jesus, Thomas’ faith grew stronger and stronger.  When Thomas was in Caesarea, he had a vision.  Our Lord appeared to him and said, “The king of the Indies, Gondoforus, has sent his provost, Abanes, to seek for workmen well versed in the science of architecture, who will build for him a palace finer than that of the Emperor of Rome.  Behold, now I will send you to him.”  And Thomas went.  Gondoforus commanded him to build for him a magnificent palace, and he gave him as much gold and silver for that palace as he needed.  Then Gondoforus left the country for two years.  Thomas, meanwhile, instead of building a palace with the gold and silver, distributed all the treasures among the poor, sick and needy.  One day a man who lost his job due to an accident and was on the verge of dying from lack of food suddenly found enough money to feed his family for quite some time before he found other ways of working.  A woman who’s daughter was ill found money to pay a doctor who helped bring healing with the proper medicine.  A young man with dreams of doing things to help others found the means to do it in an anonymous donation.  But the day came when the King, King Gondoforus, returned and wanted to see his glorious palace.  When he found none, he ordered Thomas arrested and imprisoned.  In the meantime he contemplated a horrible death for him for wasting his funds with such foolishness.  And then King Gondoforus’s brother died and the King resolved to erect for him a noble tomb.  But on the fourth day after his death, the King had a vision of his brother coming back to him from the dead.  He spoke to him and said, “Gondoforus, the man in your prison is a man of God.  Behold, I have been in Paradise, and the angels have shown me a wondrous palace of gold and silver and precious stones, and they said, “This is the palace that Tomas, the architect, has built for your brother, King 

Gondoforus.”    When Gondoforus heard these words, he ran to the prison where Thomas was and released him.  Upon his release Thomas said to 

him:  “Don’t you know that those who would possess heavenly things have little care for the temporal things of this earth?  There are in heaven rich palaces without number, which were prepared from the beginning of the world for those who would purchase the possession through faith and charity.  

Your riches on earth, O King, may prepare the way for you to such a palace, but they cannot follow you there.”

Did you hear his words?   “…those who would possess …through faith and charity…”  There is the treasures in heaven Jesus is talking about.  What you cannot touch, taste, feel, smell or hear with the body, but with the human heart experience -  that makes us rich indeed.
How rich are you?  
