ASCENSION THEOLOGY:  In God’s Waiting Room
Acts 1:4-11
Wait, Wonder and Watch for God in your seasoned life of waiting.

+++

Don’t you just love to wait?  I was in line this past week in the Post Office waiting to buy some stamps to pay my taxes.  It was noon and the line extended out past the door into the hallway.  I took that opportunity to ‘people watch.’  Some stood still patiently waiting.  Others struck up conversations with total strangers.  In at least one case, one of those individuals said to the man as he left, “Nice to meet you.”  Others had a more difficult time waiting.  They complained about the wait to others around them.  Some moved back and forth unable to stand still.  Yet others leaned forward as though their movement would move the line along a little faster.  Waiting can be difficult.

I love the story about three persons who arrived at the Pearly Gates at the same time. St. Peter came but said he had some pressing business and would they please wait? He was gone a long time, but finally he came back and called one of the new arrivals in and asked if she had minded waiting.

"No," she said, "I've looked forward to this for so long. I love God and I can't wait to meet Jesus. I don't mind at all."

St. Peter then said, "Well, I have one more question. How do you spell 'God'?"

She said, "Capital-G-O-D."

St. Peter said, "Go right on in."

He went outside and got another new arrival, told him to come on inside, and said, "Did you mind waiting?"

The man said, "Oh, no. I have been a Christian for fifty years, and I'll spend eternity here. I didn't mind at all."

So St. Peter said, "Just one more thing. How do you spell 'God'?"

He said, "G-o-d. No, I mean capital-G."

St. Peter said that was good and sent him into heaven.

St. Peter went back out and invited the third person in and asked her if she had minded waiting.

"As a matter of fact, I did," she replied. "I've had to stand in line all my life - at the supermarket, when I went to school, when I registered my children for school, when I went to the movies - everywhere - and I resent having to wait in line for heaven now!"

St. Peter said, "Well, that's all right for you to feel that way. It won't be held against you, but there is just one more question. How do you spell 'Czechoslovakia'?"

Life has its waiting rooms:  Waiting on those test results, Waiting on that new job, Waiting on that right person in a relationship, Waiting on healing in a broken body, Waiting for that next vacation, Waiting for the child to be born, or grow up, or even move on, Waiting for God to show up as He said he would.  Even waiting to die.
Waiting…Waiting…Waiting.

Simone Weil, spiritual writer and activist of the 20th Century, once wrote:


“Waiting patiently in expectation is the foundation of the Spiritual life.”

That is the message of Jesus in our Ascension passage today.  When we say in the Creed that Jesus “ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty…” we are talking about sitting in God’s waiting room awaiting that which can only come from God.  But how do you do it?  Listen to three words that may help you:

1. Wait.  

And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, "which," He said, "you have heard from Me…”  Acts 1:4  NKJV

The word ‘wait’ here is literally ‘keep on waiting for’ in its tense.  The word is perimeno and it is a combination word stressing two things:  a. around and b.  abide or live, hence the idea is this “learning to live surrounding a thing.”  There is a sense of ‘being in store for’ something (used by Plato and Sophocles in this sense).    The idea is this:  Waiting is learning to live in God’s waiting room for God to open the door and say ‘Come on in.’
A member of Phillips Brooks’ church, that great 19th century preacher, found him pacing back and forth in his study.  He asked him:  “What’s the matter, sir?”  “I guess,” replied Brooks, “that it boils down to the fact that I’m in a hurry and God Almighty doesn’t’ seem to be.”  Can you relate?

But it is so very important that we learn to live in God’s waiting room.  Remember some time ago when Michael Jordan left his baseball career to return to basketball and the media riot that awaited him in Chicago? Reporters, cameramen, everyone with great anticipation. "His Airness" has returned! How many points will he make? Fifty, 60, surely 70. Michael is a superhero; he can do anything. But he didn't have a good game. Of course, his poor game would be a good game for anyone else. But after the game he was asked, "What happened, Michael?" He said, "Everyone had such high expectations, and I didn't want to disappoint them. I wanted to deliver. I put so much pressure on myself. I couldn't fulfill it. I didn't let the game come to me."
It’s best to learn how to live in God’s waiting room.  It is always best to be on His time table!  We must learn the wisdom of waiting for God to come to us in the right way, time and place.  Until then we must learn to wait.

2. Wonder.

And He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority.  Acts 1:7  NKJV
‘Times or seasons’ here is chronos and chairos.  Basically it’s ‘our time’ and ‘God’s time.’  It is in the Middle Voice and indicates that there are some things that are for God alone and ‘for himself.’  Some things are only for God to know.  There is a sense of needing to learn how to live with wonder.
The key word in learning to live with wonder in the text is this:  Father.  I can wonder and not know as long as the Father does!!  A father was carrying his little girl high upon his shoulders.  Her cheeks were ruddy, her eyes dancing, and her laughter was singing like the water in a brook flowing over  pebbles.  “Be careful!” called out a bystander with caution.  The little one looking down on him, smiled and said, “I’m not afraid; he’s my daddy!”
Learning to live with wonder and not knowing is learning to live with a daddy in heaven we can trust.  

3. Watch.

"Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven."  Acts 1:11  NKJV

Learn to wait in God’s waiting room; learn to wonder while trusting a Heavenly Father; and we need to have a third word added to these:  Watch.  The Disciples stand ‘gazing.’  The word here is emblepo and indicates ‘looking intently within something.’  There is a sense of expectancy here.  Christ will return.  We will address this belief in another sermon, but we as the body of Christ must learn to live with a certain expectancy.  To watch is to expect.  Learn to live with expectancy.  God will show up in our waiting rooms of life.
"A lovely villa rests on the shores of beautiful Lake Como in the Italian Alps. Some tourists complimented the trusted old gardener who had maintained the grounds for years.

'The owner must come here 

frequently,' one said.

'No,' he replied. 'He has been here 

only once in 15 years, and then I 

did not see him.'

'But how do you get your orders?'

'From the owner's agent, who lives 

in Milan.'

'Then he must come here often?'

'No, not often. Perhaps once a year 

or so.'

The tourist was amazed. 'You have 

no one to supervise your work, and 

the grounds are as neat as if you 

expected the owner to come back 

tomorrow!' 

The old gardener firmly replied, 

'Today, sir! Not tomorrow, but 

today.'
You never know when the owner will show up. Today may be that day.   God may show up.  Learn to live with expectancy.
Conclusion
When they were building the East River bridges in New York, the engineers were perplexed and frustrated by an old sunken barge that lay imbedded on the river bottom.  Efforts had been made to remove it, but to no avail.  Derricks wouldn’t work.  All that was tried had failed.  Then a young man, fresh from Engineering School, begged permission to try an idea.  He waited for low tide and then had a large barge towed to a spot directly over the sunken barge.  He then ordered divers to tie cables from the floating barge to the sunken barge.  And then he stood back and waited.  Slowly and quietly the tides of the great Atlantic Ocean came into the East River and slowly and quietly the floating barge lifted the sunken barge up - all from the power of the Atlantic Ocean tides!

Patience church!  Patience child of God.  God’s tides will lift us up as we wait in His waiting room.  Learn to wait, wonder and watch.  God’s tides will arrive!
