COME UP HIGHER:  Do the Opposite – And See What Happens
Matthew 5:38-42

+++

Introduction
Russell Rule.  When I say that name it probably means nothing to you, but to me, when I say it, I feel this pain in my lower stomach.  Russell Rule.  When I say that name my mind goes back to elementary school and 6th grade.  We were at recess and our class was playing kick-ball.  I had kicked the ball hard enough to score a home run.  And I was on my way into home base, when Russell Rule got back at me for catching him our earlier in the game.  He made a fist and drew back and hit me as hard as he could in the stomach.  When I finally was able to breath I made sure the supervising teacher knew and remembered his name too.  That happened to me 36 years ago, but I have not forgotten it.

All of us have struggled at some point in our lives with such events in our day by day experiences.  Jesus experienced them too and knowing that we would have to face them invites us to practice Kingdom principles in dealing with them.  The invitation is to come up higher, to be Master and not mastered, to do the opposite – and see what happens.  Think about it:  When someone slaps us, they lower themselves and degrade themselves to do so.  If we slap back, we stoop to their level.  We loose our mastery of the situation (and ourselves) and become like them.  When someone sues us or compels us or asks of us…all of these situations (and many more) can become moments of becoming victims or becoming victors.  When we apply the Kingdom principles we become like our King who showed us the better way!  
I invite you to consider with me these situations and ways in which we can Master every difficult situation and follow in the footsteps of our Lord by doing the opposite and seeing what happens:
1. Someone insults you and you decide to master the situation by doing the opposite.

38 " You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.'

 39 "But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also.

Abraham Lincoln had a genius for doing this.  This man could defeat his enemies by turning them into friends.  He often did the opposite of what you might think.  For example, there was a very influential Chicago man by the name of J. S. Moulton who was a harsh critic of Lincoln’s candidacy for President.  When Lincoln won the election, there was a reception in his honor at a large Chicago hotel.  Lincoln spied Molton making his obligatory trip through the receiving line to congratulate the man whose candidacy he had so reviled.  Lincoln spotted him and called out to him.  This is what he said, “You don’t belong in that line, Molton…You belong here by me.”  Everyone at that reception was a witness to his honor that Lincoln bestowed upon Moulton.  Because of such mastering by Lincoln of himself and his situation, Molton became after that one of Lincoln’s most loyal and fervent supporters.  That is the power of doing the opposite and seeing what happens.  What happens is that our enemies become amazed and in many case (not all) become our friends.  

2. Someone demands something of you and you decide to master the situation by doing the opposite.
40 "If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your cloak also.

 41 "And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two.
I read some time ago about a monk who lived in the desert of Syria centuries ago.  He lived a simple life and had meager possessions.  However, robbers came one evening to take what they could.  They awakened the monk from his sleep.  They and the monk were startled.  But the monk did something very strange.  In recognizing their intention, he began handing over his possessions one by one.  This shocked the robbers and being forced by the situation they had a mirror placed before their eyes and recognized something about themselves that was not beautiful to behold.  Instead they saw a man whose spiritual beauty shown before them.  When we do the opposite the light of God shines, startles and hopefully sinks in to those who need it.

3. Someone asks something of you and you decide to master the situation by doing the opposite.
42 "Give to him who asks you, and from him who wants to borrow from you do not turn away.

Several years back a 13 year old boy who attended Mohawk Central School at Paines Hollow in New York heard an appeal for contributions to Santa Claus Anonymous, a group that provided gifts for unfortunate children that otherwise would go without Christmas presents.  The boy struggled to save a few pennies for this purpose.  On the Friday before Christmas vacation he had fifteen cents and planned to turn in this small treasure at the school that day.  But a winter storm blasted the area that Friday and the school buses did not run.  So the boy waded a considerable distance through the snow to give his fifteen cents to the school principal.  The principal found it difficult to control his emotions as he accepted the gift, for the youngster was one of the destitute children listed to receive a Christmas present from Santa Clause Anonymous.  This story speaks volumes about a giving spirit.  This young man, at the tender age of 13, is already rich in the character Jesus talks about.
Conclusion
Do the opposite – and see what happens.  William Ellery Channing expresses it all well when he wrote about his life becoming a symphony:

To live content with small means;

To seek elegance rather than luxury,

And refinement rather than fashion;

To be worthy, not respectable,

And wealthy, not rich;

To study hard, think quietly, talk gently,

Act frankly;

To listen to stars and birds,

To babes and sages, with open heart;

To bear all cheerfully, do all bravely,

Await occasion, hurry never;

In a word, to let the spiritual, unbidden and

Unconscious, grow up through the common:

This is to be my symphony.

May such music resound from our lives before God and Humanity in our lives too!
