I BELIEVE IN GOD
Hebrews 11:4-7

+++

Introduction
We stand each morning and declare it, “I believe in God…”  But we live in a world where many do not.  Many are like the young man and his grandmother who were driving in Pennsylvania Dutch Country.  He was 7 years old. He had come in from the big city to visit his grandmother.   They had just passed an Amish horse and buggy and the young man’s curiosity was stirred.  He was filled with questions:  What was that?  How often do they feed the horse?  Do the wheels squeak?  How many can ride at a time?  Do they go very far?  Then there was a lull in the conversation and then he asked this question:
Why do they use horses and buggies instead of automobiles?  Grandmother thought a moment and then she said, “It’s because they don’t believe in automobiles.”  That gave the young man more food for thought.  A few moments passed and then he said this:

“But grandmother, can’t they see them?”

Now that story, humorous as it is, conveys our struggle.  How do you believe in what you cannot see?  There have been a variety of answers in humanities journey.  Some simply say:  Atheism - There is no God.  (By the way what do you call a dyslexic, atheist insomniac?  Someone who stays awake all night not believing there is a dog!)  Then there are those who are Agnostics – There is a God but he is aloof from us and uninterested in our lives.  He created the world, wound it up like a clock and let it go.  Then there are those who believe there is a God.  They see his hand in Nature, hear his voice in Scripture and experience his presence in spiritual disciplines such as prayer.  They are all over the world and called by many names, but for our purposes today we will refer to them as Believers.  
They take their cue from the writer of Hebrews, specifically in verse 6:
But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.
There are some things about a believer in God that this author tells us.  Listen to these three lessons:

1. First of all, God is pleased with a ‘faith’ approach to Him.  “But without faith it is impossible to please Him…”  Hebrews 11:6.

Faith is the only possible way to please God.  Let me remind you how we define ‘faith.’  Faith is pistos in the Greek and when you trace it to its root word meaning you find it means a willingness to put our heart in one we trust.  It is a parenting word.  It is the child who jumps from atop the stairs into the open arms of a mother or father knowing they can trust them because they know they are loved.  They know they are loved and therefore they jump.  The author of this book (probably a sermon more than a letter at one time) goes on to say it is impossible to please God without this approach of faith.  The word ‘impossible’ here in the Greek is adunatos.  a= the negative of the word and dunatos means ability or strength.  Hence it is a strong word showing us that it has no ability to do what it wants to do.  When it comes down to it, what we see of God in nature, in Holy Scripture, in Christ his Son – all of this and more – comes down to this:  trust!  
God is pleased only with a ‘faith’ approach to Him.  A group of 3rd and 4th graders at Wheaton, IL Christian Grammar School were asked to complete the following sentence:  “By faith, I know that God is…”  Listen to what they wrote:

…forgiving, because he forgave in the Bible, and he forgave me when I went in the road on my bike without one of my parents (Amanda)

…providingful, because he dropped manna for Moses and the people, and he gave my dad a job (Brandon)

…caring, because he made the blind man see, and he made me catch a very fast line drive that could have hurt me.  He probably sent an angel down (Paul)

…merciful, because my brother has been nice to me for a year (Jeremy)

…faithful, because the school bill came, and my mom didn’t know how we were going to pay it.  Two minutes later, my dad called, and he just got a bonus check.  My mom was in tears (anonymous)

…sweet, because he gave me a dog.  God tells me not to do things that are bad.  I need someone like that (Hannah)
There is one thing that comes through these responses:  trust!   God is after a trust relationship with Him.   And it is that kind of trust that brings a smile to the face of God.

2. Secondly,   God is pleased with a “comes to God” approach to Him. “… for he who comes to God must believe that He is…”  Hebrews 11:6.
Now the word “comes” here is interesting.  The word is proserchomai and doesn’t just mean to ‘come’ but it has a stronger, deeper understanding.  It means to literally ‘come near.’ The prefix pros can mean to come shoulder to shoulder with someone.  God is pleased when we desire his company, when we desire his friendship.  
God desires a relationship with us.  God desires a friendship with us.  Do you know one of the things that is said of Abraham?  Listen to how James expresses it in his letter:

In 2:23 – “And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." And he was called the friend of God.”

What is that like to be the friend of God?  Dinah Maria Mulock Craik puts it this way:
Oh, the comfort – the inexpressible comfort of feeling safe with a person.

Having neither to weigh thoughts,
Nor measure words-but pouring them
All right out-just as they are-

Chaff and grain together-

Certain that a faithful hand will

Take them and sift them-

Keeping what is worth keeping-

And with the breath of kindness

Blow the rest away.

God is pleased with a ‘come to me’ approach.  We come with trust, we come with friendship – we receive.  And that is the author of Hebrew’s final point.  Listen to it:

2. God is pleased and rewards an approach of trust and friendship. “…and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”  Hebrews 11:6
God rewards those who seek him in that trust relationship, seeking friendship with Him.  The word ‘rewarder’ here is misthapodotes in the Greek.  It is several words combined meaning literally ‘wages’ ‘back’ ‘to give,’ hence, ‘to give back wages’ or ‘one who pays back wages.’  This life with God, this walk with God is a blessed walk.  Now I’m not talking about prosperity theology here.  I’m talking about God rewarding us in a trust relationship, a faith relationship with certain things.  Some of these things are best seen in the lives of people who experienced that trust relationship with God.  There is…

…Abel, who offered a more excellent sacrifice and received the reward of being called righteous (in right relationship with God).  His witness still speaks, even today.

…Enoch, who ‘was not for God took him.’  His reward was to be taken by God, wanted by God.

…Noah, who prepared an ark and was able to save his household.  That is reward in itself in addition to being called an ‘heir of righteousness.’
…Abraham, who through faith waited and received a city ‘whose builder and maker is God.’

God told Abraham once, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward.”  Now here there are two ways to translate what is said in the Hebrew next:  One way is “your reward shall be very great.” There is a second way some translations express it: “I am your exceedingly great reward.” You see it is both:  We are rewarded by God and God is our reward.
A well-known deist in his day, Anthony Collins of the seventeenth century, was out walking one Sunday when he crossed paths with a young boy of the village.   “Where are you going?”  “To church, sir.”  “What are you going to do there?”  “To worship God, sir.”  “Is your God a great or a little God?” asked Collins.  “He is both, sir.”  “How can he be both?”  he asked the young boy.  “He is so great, sir, that the heaven of heavens cannot contain Him; and so little that He can dwell in my heart.”  Collins later declared that this simple answer had more effect on him than all the volumes and lectures on God he had ever heard.  
Conclusion
On November 29, 2000, Guizhen Zhang, a 43-year old wife and mother living in the Shandong Province of China found herself arrested for the crime of being a person who believed in God.  She was taken into detention and interrogated.  “Do you know why you were arrested?” they asked her.  “No, I don’t” she replied.  “It is because of you believing in God.  You’re so stubborn, you deserve a good beating.”  With that came blows and beatings through a long, difficult night.  They tortured this lady trying to get her to renounce her faith.  A letter was smuggled out of that Chinese Prison from Guizhen Zhang not long after that.  She had been taken three days later to a labor camp.  She closed her letter with these words:  “I was sentenced to two years in prison and I am currently serving out my term.  I was accused of “Believing on God.”  I remain guilty.”

I want to close this message with this question to all of you her today:

If you were on trial for “Believing on God” would there be enough evidence to convict you?

