I BELIEVE IN JESUS:  Savior
Luke 1:26-38

+++

Introduction
Her name was Greta and she was in Holland; that is until her sister in America sent her the money to come to the States.  She booked passage on the first steamer leaving Rotterdam, settling for accommodations in steerage rather than waiting several months to travel in the grand first-class passage her relatives had planned for her.  A thoughtful purser, however, saw what she was doing and offered to place her in the hospitality of the upper decks of the ship during the day.  Greta declined this privilege, however, and stayed in the sequestered dark, rancid and noisy quarters in the bowels of the ship for the 14 day journey.  She referred to it as ‘minding one’s place.’  She endured it all – including those volcanic tosses by ocean waves from her mildewed perch – until arriving safely on the other side.  Only on disembarking in New York harbor did Greta see what she had been missing.  On those upper decks – the upper decks she kept herself from but was given opportunity to enjoy – were tapestries, chandeliers, Oriental rugs, silver, gleaming crystal and buffets laden with exotic and plentiful food and drink.  Reflecting on her trip with her family she used to say over and over, “Imagine!  It could all have been mine, too, had I only said yes.”
That is a story about salvation.  It has its roots in our Creed, the Apostle’s Creed, when we repeat the words “Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary…”    “What a minute,” you say!  Do we really believe that today?  Do we really believe Mary was a virgin and conceived a child by God’s Spirit?  Well, before you throw this away because a reasoning, scientific mind cannot accept this statement, let’s give it some thought.  Kathleen Norris in her work Amazing Grace tells about her journey with this part of the creed.  Listen to what she writes:

“I became an explorer.  And with the words and concepts that seemed most suspect, that were impossible for my intellect to grasp head-on…I learned not to rush to judgment but to be attentive and vigilant…I tried to keep a keen eye and ear on what (it) might have to say to me…”
This part of our creed does have something to say to us.  Jewish teachers were very much interested in finding out the eternal truths behind any story in place of arguing its veracity.  What does this Biblical Story teach us?  It is a story about all the things that can be ours if we only say ‘Yes’ to the one who offers it:
I  It’s Saying Yes to Grace.

“Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.”
The word favor here in the Greek text is charis, grace.  Grace is offered from God in Christ.  Will you say Yes to Grace?  Samuel Russell Cosby always counseled his grandson Bill Cosby about life.  Unfortunately, Bill let a lot of that wisdom go in one ear and out the other.  Now his grandfather knew this, but every time Bill seemed to listen to his wisdom, Samuel gave him a quarter.  The money came, not as a bribe, but hopefully as a symbol of value to save and use in the future – especially the value of the wisdom passed on.  Bill got many bits of wisdom and many quarters through the years.  In High School, Bill wanted to try out for football.  His grandfather urged him not to, but Bill did it any way.  His grandfather felt his rigid bones couldn’t withstand the roughness of the sport.  All went well – until he broke his shoulder in the first game of the season!  As soon as Samuel heard the news, he rushed to Bill’s side.  He was dreading his grandfather’s wrath and reaction.  But Samuel brought a gift – grace.  He just kissed Bill on the forehead and then handed him a quarter.  Then he said, “Get yourself some ice cream.  It’s got calcium in it.”
The doctrine of the Virgin Birth, the conception of our Lord, it shouts one thing:  Grace!  Grace!  Grace!  We don’t deserve the quarter!  We’ve broken our spiritual shoulders from disobedience and rebellion and sin.  We’ve spurned the Father.  But the Father kisses our foreheads and hands us the gift of grace.  Say yes to that grace!

II  It’s Saying Yes to Healing.

"And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS.”
The name Jesus is a transliteration of the Hebrew Joshua meaning ‘Jehovah is salvation.’  Salvation here comes form the word sodzo and it has an interesting meaning.  It can mean four things:

a. To pull one up out of something in an act of deliverance.

b. To receive antiseptic from life’s infections.

c. To find one no longer lost.

d. To heal a wound.

Now, for the sake of time,   I want to center on that last way of seeing salvation:  To heal a wound.  I find myself drawn to Captain Ahab today.  You remember Captain Ahab don’t you?  In Melville’s classic novel Moby Dick, we see Captain Ahab having a long and painful feud with that great white whale of the deep.  The captain had already lost his leg in an encounter with the great white whale and had become a brooding, unhappy, sullen, and terribly pessimistic man.  Most of the time he kept to his cabin on the ship.  On the rare occasions he walked the deck, his eyes would span the horizon looking for the one who wounded his body, mind and soul.  On one occasion, he came upon the ship’s blacksmith who was working on some metal.  Captain Ahab said to him, “What are you doing, Smithy?”  The Smithy replied, “I’m knocking the dents out of the harpoon, Captain.”  Ahab stands there for a few moment, deep in thought.  And then, pointing to his heart, he says to the Smithy, “Smithy, do you know anything that will take the dents out of here?”
Can you relate to Ahab?  Can you point to your heart today and ask if there is anything that will take the dents out of here?  There is and Christ brings it.  In the words of a famous hymn we sing very little now:


There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole;


There is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul.

Will you say yes to healing?
III It’s Saying Yes to Eternity.
"He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David.  And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end."
Reign here means to exercise the highest influence over all for the future. Forever here is literally ‘no conclusion.’  Endless grace; Endless Healing. 
In my favorite Christmas movie, The Christmas Story, Ralphie (you remember him, don’t you?  You’ll shoot your eye out, kid!)  has gotten in a fight with the bully Bart Farkus.  His mother and brother retrieve him from the fight and take him home.  His mother sends him to his room where he awaits the inevitable:  the return of his Father!  His brother bemoans to his mother:  Daddy’s gonna kill Ralphie!  When his father returns from work, everyone is called to the supper table.  “So, what happened today?” his Dad asks the family, newspaper in hand.    Surprisingly, his mothers responds with, “Oh, nothing much.  Ralphie had a fight.”  Tension arises.  His Dad puts down the paper and looks at Ralphie with a stern gaze.  “A fight?  What kind of fight?”  His mother, continuing to ladle out mashed potatoes, replies with “Oh, you know how boys are.  I gave him a talking to.  Oh, I see the Bears are playing the Packers Sunday.” His Dad, drawn by the question no longer focuses on the fight.  Suddenly it dawns on Ralphie that he has just experienced grace.  The doom of which he was so certain passed over him as his mother poured out mercy and grace and love.  Ralphie says in the movie, “I slowly realized that I was not about to be destroyed.  From then on, things were different between me and my mother.”

Things can be different from now through eternity between you and your Heavenly Parent too!  We are in the age, the era, of grace, mercy and love.

Say yes to an eternity like that!

Conclusion  
God is saying yes to us in Jesus.  Will we say yes to him?  In many ways God has done to us what a group of relief workers who were Quakers experienced back in WWI.  Listen to the story:
After the devastation of WWI, the Quakers brought relief to the impoverished people of Poland.  They distributed food and clothing along with other relief measures.  One of the Quaker relief workers contracted typhus and died.  There were only Roman Catholic cemeteries in this little Polish village and church law forbade anyone not of that Faith to be buried in that cemetery.  And so, the grieving Quaker workers buried their friend in a grave just outside the Catholic cemetery.  The next morning, however, there was a surprise in store for them:  During the night, troubled  villagers had included this deceased relief worker in the cemetery – since they could not move the grave they moved the fence!

My friends, God has moved in the fence in the Savior Jesus Christ!  He offers grace, healing and an eternity of those things with him.  It can include you and me if we will only say yes.  Will you say yes to him?
