I BELIEVE IN JESUS OUR LORD
Acts 2:29-39

***

Introduction
Radicals.  They were simply radicals.  That’s how I would put it.  Not to say it, was simply radical.  Radical comes from the Latin word radicallis meaning ‘having roots.’  A radical is one who has roots deep enough, connected enough, drawing nourishment enough not to say it.

I’m talking about the early Christian atheists.  That’s right.  I said atheists.  The early Roman Governor Pliny in about 100 AD wrote about some cases in his jurisdiction.  One such case involved Flavia Domitilla and her husband Flavius Clemens who were condemned on the charge of ‘atheism.”  You see, every Roman citizen was part of an Empire that claimed Lordship over them.  Every year every person in that empire must offer and offering to the Emperor and publicly declare “Caesar is Lord!”  Everyone who pledged allegiance to Caesar this way was given a certificate.  Anyone who refused to do this could be imprisoned or killed or in some instances both.    So when Flavia and Flavius refused to say “Caesar is Lord!” it was because of their newfound faith in a man named Jesus the Christ.  They repeated what became the earliest creed of the church:  “Jesus is Lord!”  In the eyes of the Romans this was blasphemy!  They were atheists not believing in the gods and the divine incarnation:  Caesar himself.  Yet there they stood saying, “Jesus is Lord!”

 Jesus is Lord!  Now that was a radical statement in 100 AD and it can still be a radical statement in 2009 AD.    But how radical?  When we say “Jesus is Lord!” today, what do we mean?
1. Jesus Reigns!
As Vice President, George Bush represented the Untied States at the funeral of former Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev on November 15, 1982. Bush was deeply moved by a silent protest carried out by Brezhnev's widow. She stood motionless by the coffin until seconds before it was closed. Then, just as the soldiers touched the lid, Brezhnev's wife performed an act of great courage and hope, a gesture that must surely rank as one of the most profound acts of civil disobedience ever committed: she reached down and made the sign of the cross on her husband's chest.
Faith had triumphed over politics that day.  That sign of the cross said one thing:  Who rules and reigns?  Communism?  Or Christ?  Christ won out in that day.  

Our faith believes that Jesus reigns and rules and is Lord of all.  In the South Sea Islands in 1862, 5,000 natives of that Island sang a hymn as the king abolished their native laws and established a Christian constitution.  That hymn was written by Isaac Watts in 1719:
1.
Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 


does its successive journeys run; 


his kingdom spread from shore to shore, 


till moons shall wax and wane no more.

2.
To Jesus endless prayer be made, 


and endless praises crown his head; 


his name like sweet perfume shall rise 


with every morning sacrifice.

3.
People and realms of every tongue 


dwell on his love with sweetest song; 


and infant voices shall proclaim 


their early blessings on his name.

4.
Blessings abound where'er he reigns; 


all prisoners leap and loose their chains; 


the weary find eternal rest, 


and all who suffer want are blest.

5.
Let every creature rise and bring 


honors peculiar to our King; 


angels descend with songs again, 


and earth repeat the loud amen!
Eddie Fox is the general secretary of World Methodist Evangelism. After the fall of the Berlin Wall and the collapse of the communist governments of Eastern Europe, he observed a sign placed in the churchyard of a little Methodist church in Prague, Czechoslovakia. The sign went up the very first day after the fall of the Berlin Wall. It read: "The Lamb Wins!"
2. Jesus Resides!
The Reverend Mary Birgelaitis tells the story of a three-year-old and a five-year-old who were playing on the floor while the adults finished their dinner. Lisa, the five-year-old, opened her new toy nurse's kit and finally convinced her brother to be her patient. She took the little stethoscope from the bag and placed it on her brother's chest. Listening intently - as good nurses do - she suddenly announced: "I hear somebody walking around in there." The adults smiled knowingly, but little Ryan, the three-year-old, matter-of-factly answered: "Why, that must be Jesus."
While we reflect upon the reign of Christ in time and history and geography, we dare to say, “Jesus is my Lord!”  Paul reflects on the meaning of Jesus as his Lord in Galatians 2:20 when he writes:  "I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.  The key to understanding this verse and the Lordship of Christ in our hearts is in two words:  I and Christ.  The word I here in the Greek is ego.  We get the English ego from it.  Either your ego is Lord or Christ is Lord of your life.  Which will it be?
3. Jesus Rules!
Ever wonder what is the #1 reason why visitors return and eventually become members? 

A survey of 26 mainline congregations in the U.S. revealed that the #1 reason is..."the congregation acts like it really believes Jesus is alive through a 'collective effervescence' that pervades everything that is done."

Jim Bakker once held sway over this Nation as a prosperity preacher who preached and practiced his prosperity theology until he got into trouble and his kingdom came falling down around him.  I remember well their leading him in handcuffs from a crowded courtroom his face contorted with misery and tears.  But the cell he was in became a place of realization for him.  Listen to what he says:

“In retrospect, one of the main reasons I slipped into believing and preaching a distorted doctrine was because of my lack of understanding of what it really means to allow Jesus to be Lord of your life.  I had accepted Jesus as my Savior and with my lips I had called Him ‘Lord,’ but in my heart and lifestyle, I now realized that He was not the Lord of my life; I was.”

Here is where we follow the Lord or not.  Is he Lord of our thoughts? Value system? Money? Time?  Possessions?  Abilities? Is he Lord of our days? Nights?  Life?
Let me give you an example of one person who became radical with her faith.  Her name was Agnese and she was from Macedonia.  At the age of 18 she left home and became a nun with the Sisters of Loreto as a missionary in the streets of Calcutta.  She never again saw her family in Macedonia.  She followed the call of her Lord Jesus.  Yes, I’m speaking of Mother Teresa.  On September 10, 1946 she experienced what she later described as “the call within the call.”  On her way to a retreat she held the hand of a man dying in the streets and tried to comfort him while he died.  She changed her habit to the simple while sari decorated with a blue border, adopted Indian citizenship, and ventured out into the slums.  She wrote in her diary:

Our Lord wants me to be a free nun covered with the poverty of the cross. Today I learned a good lesson. The poverty of the poor must be so hard for them. While looking for a home I walked and walked till my arms and legs ached. I thought how much they must ache in body and soul, looking for a home, food and health. Then the comfort of Loreto [her former order] came to tempt me. 'You have only to say the word and all that will be yours again,' the Tempter kept on saying ... Of free choice, my God, and out of love for you, I desire to remain and do whatever be your Holy will in my regard. I did not let a single tear come.
Out of that radical Lordship of Jesus, today in our world there are over 610 missions in 123 countries including hospices, homes for individual with HIV/AIDS, leprosy and TB, soup kitchens, children’s and family counseling programs, homes for orphans and a variety of schools.

Are you willing to live a radical life under the Lordship of Jesus?  I don’t know where it will take us, but one thing is certain – it will take us to a place where grace, mercy and love touches need in our world and that brings the kingdom of God!

Conclusion
Bruce Larson, in Believe and Belong, tells how he helped people struggling to surrender their lives to Christ: 

For many years I worked in New York City and counseled at my office any number of people who were wrestling with this yes-or-no decision. Often I would suggest they walk with me from my office down to the RCA Building on Fifth Avenue. In the entrance of that building is a gigantic statue of Atlas, a beautifully proportioned man who, with all his muscles straining, is holding the world upon his shoulders. There he is, the most powerfully built man in the world, and he can barely stand up under this burden. ‘Now that’s one way to live,’ I would point out to my companion, ‘trying to carry the world on your shoulders. But now come across the street with me.’ 

On the other side of Fifth Avenue is Saint Patrick’s Cathedral, and there behind the high altar is a little shrine of the boy Jesus, perhaps eight or nine years old, and with no effort he is holding the world in one hand. My point was illustrated graphically. 

We have a choice. We can carry the world on our shoulders, or we can say, ‘I give up, Lord; here’s my life. I give you my world, the whole world.’”

He is Lord.  He reigns and rules!  But is he your Lord?
