I BELIEVE IN JESUS THE CHRIST
John 1:14-18

+++

Introduction
On Friday, January 16th of this year, America lost a premier painter:  Andrew Weyth.  He was 91 years of age and up until shortly before his passing would rise at 5:30 a.m. every morning to paint.  You may be more familiar with his father, N. C. Weyth for his famous pirate illustrations in such classics as Treasure Island and The Last of the Mohicans.    Andrew was a painter, however, in his own right.  He is best known for ‘Christina’s World’ – painted in 1948 of a young disabled girl crawling to her home across a field of rustic brown and green.  He painted oils and watercolors that many termed realistic in an era of modern painting, and that made him the odd-man out in the painting world.  But he found inspiration in his Chadds Ford, where he loved to spend hour upon hour drawing, studying and eventually painting everything around him.  
There is an interesting tidbit that was passed on to us by the family. He stopped giving interviews after a while.  The reason?  Listen to his words:  “everything I have to say is up there on the walls.”  Look at the paintings long enough and you will hear his voice speaking to you.  
Now, the same idea is conveyed in our understanding of Jesus the Christ.  He is the painting on the canvas and the brush is in the hand of God Almighty.  It is as though God says, “Everything I have to say is in Jesus the Christ.”  I love the story that comes to us from the life of Helen Keller.  You will recall that Helen learned to communicate in her state of blindness and deafness with the help of Anne Sullivan.  Anne decided it was time for her to hear about Jesus Christ.  She knew the Boston preacher Phillips Brooks.  Brooks came, and with Sullivan interpreting, he talked to Helen about Jesus.  Soon a smile appeared on Helen’s face and she beckoned for a chance to respond.  Through her teacher she said this, “Mr. Brooks, I have always known about God, but until now I didn’t know his name.”
Knowing his name can change the way we live.  Dr. E. Stanley Jones once said that the early Christians “out-loved, out-laughed, and out-died the people around them.”  Why?  Because they knew the one who was God’s name.

John defines who this Jesus the Christ is for us in our text today.  He gives us the reasons for such out-loving, laughing and dying:

1. Jesus the Christ is a Human Christ – v. 14

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”
There is a small voice that penetrated the stillness of the night in the house.  It comes from the bedroom across the hall.  “Daddy, I’m scared!”  Out of a groggy, fuzzy state comes a response from Dad:  “Honey, don’t be afraid, Daddy’s right across the hall.”  After a very brief pause, the little voice is heard again, “Daddy, I’m still scared.”  Always quick with an insight, his Dad says:  “You don’t need to be afraid.  God is with you.  God loves you!”  This time the pause is a bit longer.  Finally the tiny voice returns and says:  “Daddy, I don’t care about God; I want someone with skin on!”
Jesus the Christ was God’s way of putting skin on.  It was his ultimate way to dwell among us.  “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory…”  The word ‘dwelt’ here is a powerful word in the Greek.  It is the word skenoo and it means literally ‘to pitch a tent or to tabernacle.’  It is used here and in Revelation 7:15 when we read:  “And He who sits on the throne will dwell (skenoo – pitch a tent) among them.”  Not a house, but a tent.  Not a temple, but a tent.  Why?  A tent can be put up or taken down.  A tent is a symbol of the coming and going of people.  A tent says ‘I am with you in ups and downs of life.’  This is the Jesus who gets hungry.  This is the Jesus who is tempted by gold coins.  This is the Jesus who becomes tired and all he wants to do is get away from it all.  This is the Jesus who weeps beside the tomb of a lost loved one.  This is the Jesus who cries out in pain.  This is God with skin on!
Dr. Scott Peck, author of the bestseller, The Road Less Traveled, said that in doing research for his book he read the Gospels.  It became a turning point for him.  Listen to what he writes:  “I was absolutely thunderstruck by the Man I found in the Gospels.  I encountered this extraordinary, real Human Being.  If the Gospels had tried to create a myth, it would have been quite different.  The Jesus of the Gospels is one of the church’s best kept secrets.  I was beginning to fall in love with Jesus.”  
This is certainly a Jesus we can all fall in love with.  God with your skin on:  Your hurt, your pain, your trials and troubles!  He is a Human Christ.

2. Jesus the Christ is a Heavenly Christ – V. 15

“John bore witness of Him, and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me is preferred before me, for He was before me.’”
Two little boys were playing on the school’s swing set.  Higher and higher they got.  One of them became concerned and said, “Don’t go any higher you may get hurt.”  Slowing down the other boy said, “Don’t worry, Jesus will take care of me.”  “Who is Jesus?” his friend asked.  That’s a tough question for a young mind.  Finally he said, “I guess Jesus is the best picture of God that’s ever been took.”

When we look at Jesus we see the one John the Baptist said was “preferred before me.”  The word ‘preferred’ here in the Greek is actually the word meaning to ‘come before one.’  John is acknowledging that this Jesus, this Christ is of divine nature – he is a heavenly Christ.  And yet, this heavenly Christ comes to you and comes to me bringing God with Him.

Soren Kierkegaard, the Danish theologian, told a story about a certain kingdom wherein there was a handsome prince, searching for a bride to become queen of the land.  One day, passing through a village, he glanced out of the window of his carriage and his eyes fell on a beautiful maiden.  He fell in love.  But how could he seek her hand?  One way would be to command her to marry him, but the prince wanted her to marry not out of coercion, but love.  He could show up at her door dressed in full uniform with a golden carriage drawn by six horses, attendants in tow, and bearing a chest of jewels and gold coins.  But then how would he know if she really loved him or loved his splendor.  Then came this thought:  He stripped off his royal robes, put on common dress and moved into the village.  He lived among the people and he and the maiden became friends, shared each other’s interest and talked about their concerns, hopes and dreams.  By and by, the young lady grew to love him for who he was and because of his love of her.
That is Jesus the Christ – the heavenly Christ – who threw aside his royal robes and came and lived among us – God incarnate – Emmanuel – God with us!  

What does God look like?  Look at Jesus and you will see his photograph.

3. Jesus the Christ is a Healing Christ -  Vv. 16-18.
“For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  No one has seen God at any time.  The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.”
This Christ is a healing Christ – grace comes to us through Him.  Grace here is such a fundamental word to our faith.  We understand it as ‘unmerited favor, undeserved favor.’  There is a crucial contrast between grace and law in this passage.  Kenneth Wuest in his commentary on Romans has this bit of poetry that describes it well:

“Do this and live!” the Law demands,


 But gives me neither feet nor hands.


 A better word God’s grace does bring,


It bids me fly and gives me wings.”

You see it is grace, all grace that heals and gives us wings to fly and it comes unbidden, free of charge and ready to bid us fly!

Actor Kevin Bacon recounted when his 6 year old son was the movie Footloose for the first time.  He said, “Hey, Dad, you know that thing in the movie where you swing from the rafters of that building?  That’s really cool, how did you do that?”  Bacon said, “Well, I didn’t do that part…it was a stunt man.”  “What’s a stunt man?” he asked.  “That’s someone who dresses like me and does things I can’t do.”  “Oh,” he replied and walked out the room looking a little confused.  A little later he said, “Hey, Dad you know that thing in the movie where you spin around on that gym bar and land on your feet?  How did you do that?”  Bacon said, “Well, I didn’t do that.  It was gymnastics double.”  “What’s gymnastics double?” he asked.  “That’s a guy who dresses in my clothes and does things I can’t do.”  There was silence from his son, and then he asked in a concerned voice, “Dad, what did you do?”  “I got all the glory,” he sheepishly replied.  

That’s grace – the grace that comes from a healing Christ.  We just stand forgiven and bask sheepishly triumphant in Jesus’ grace and glory.

Conclusion

There is an old, old legend which tells us of the days when Jesus was a little child in their home in Nazareth.  It tells us how in those days when people felt tired, and worried, and hot and bothered, and even upset, they would say to one another:  “Let us go and look at Mary’s child.”  And they would go and look at Jesus, and somehow all their troubles rolled away.  
I want to invite you this morning if you are tired, if you are worried, if you are hot and bothered, even if you are upset…I want to invite you this morning to go and look at Mary’s child:  Jesus the Christ.  What I think you will see is a God with skin on, a photograph of that God and grace that can heal the sores and wounds of this life from the top down.
Let us go and look at Mary’s child!
