I BELIEVE IN THE LIFE EVERLASTING
I Peter 1:3-9

+++

Introduction
Sally, Charlie Brown’s sister, is working on her homework and asks her big brother to help her.  He is seated in a bean-bag watching TV at the end of a long school day.  Charlie Brown responds to Sally’s request for help by saying:  “I can’t help you with your homework tonight…I’m too tired…”  Sally, holding her homework, walks away saying, “That’s all right…It’ll work out fine…”  Then she sits down to her desk, pencil in hand, and says, “I’ll put down the same tired old answers to the same tired old questions.”

Living with questions can be a miserable experience whether they are new or old questions.  We like to have things fixed, figured out and nailed down.  Questions have a way of scarring us.  Sue Monk Kidd likens questions to hammers in our lives prying up the nails.  She mentioned in an article one time her mentor, Beatrice, who in her estimation is one of the most exciting persons she knows.  Why?  Because she punctuates life with questions as frequently as she punctuates it with periods.  She speaks of meeting with Beatrice regularly to ponder questions.  Some of those questions press her, but she recalls the words of Jesuit priest and writer Anthony de Mello:

“Some people will never learn anything because they grasp too soon.  Wisdom, after all, is not a station you arrive at, but a manner of traveling…To know exactly where you’re headed may be the best way to go astray.  Not all who loiter are lost.”

Some of those questions she and Beatrice loiter over are these:


What would it mean for us to really love?


How am I experiencing God at this moment in my life?


What darkness in me needs to be confronted and transformed?

St. Peter, in our text today, would add two more questions.  Are you ready for them?  We mention their idea in the last two words of the Apostles’ Creed every Sunday.

Here is the first:

I  Are you Afraid to Die?
 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you…”    I Peter 1:3-4

Jacob Klassen wrote in a magazine once about Frank.  Frank was dying with cancer.  He had worked for almost 30 years with the same company and had never missed a single day of work due to illness.  For the past year, however, he had not been feeling well.  Visiting the doctor his worst fears were confirmed.  Cancer was destroying vital organs within him.  The doctors estimated that he had only a short time to live.  Jim, a pastor who was a relative of Frank’s, visited him in the hospital.  Frank asked Jim this question, our first question of the hour:  Are you afraid to die?  Jim responded with this statement:  A bit apprehensive maybe, because I’ve never been down that path before and because I have to face death and my holy God alone.  There were a number of times when as a missionary I was face-to-face with death, but I had the deep assurance that if I died I would go to heaven to be with my Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ.”  
That answer was what Frank needed to hear.  It was an answer about eternal life.  Life after life with Jesus for eternity was what he heard and what he needed to that question:  Are you afraid to die?
We would do well to live with that question and plummet its depths:

Are you afraid to die?  Peter responds by saying, “No, I have an eternal inheritance waiting for me reserved in heaven.”  Can you reply to that question with that response?

C. S. Lewis once wrote:  “There are better things ahead than any we leave behind.”  
II Are You Afraid to Live?
“… who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ,  whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, receiving the end of your faith -- the salvation of your souls.”  I Peter 1:5-9
Rev. Craig Barnes of the Shadyside Presbyterian Church tells of visiting one of his elderly members in a Nursing Home.  He and ‘Jack’ talked for a while about his advancing Parkinson’s disease, his wife in the Alzheimer’s unit and friends there at the Home.  Rev. Barnes corrected some gossip he had heard about the church and then Jack said to him he knew he was a busy man and he didn’t want to keep him.  Rev. Barnes took his trembling hands, bowed his head and had a prayer.  When he was done praying he looked up to see Jack in tears.  He waited a moment.  Then Jack said these words, “I’m sorry.  This is just…Never mind.”  Rev. Barnes said, “What, Jack?”  Jack then said these words:  “You lose life in pieces.  And then one day you find yourself here, and you have a lot of time to wonder:  where did it all go?”
Peter writes of the ability to live now and live well.  He talks about a faith that moves through trials but ends up like gold.  Many of us are more fearful of living than dying.  But Peter says we don’t need to be afraid.  The end of our journey is the salvation of our souls.
I think Mother Teresa expressed it well in this thought:
Life is an opportunity, benefit from it.

Life is a beauty, admire it.

Life is a dream, realize it.

Life is a challenge, meet it

Life is a duty, complete it.

Life is a game, play it.

Life is a promise, fulfill it.

Life is sorrow, overcome it.

Life is a song, sing it.

Life is a struggle, accept it.

Life is a tragedy, confront it.

Life is an adventure, dare it.

Life is luck, make it.

Life is life, fight for it!

Are you afraid to live?  St. Peter says, “No, even through the heat I can find that life can be golden.   
Conclusion 
Helen Keller.  You know her story.  Here was a woman born without the ability to see, to talk, to hear.  Through the miracle of an Anne Sullivan, Helen Keller learned to live without fear.  
I want to read a quote from her life:

“For three things I thank God every day of my life:


-thanks that he has given me knowledge of his works


-deep thanks that he has set in my darkness the lamp of faith


-deep, deepest thanks that I have another life to look forward to



-a life joyous with light and flowers and heavenly song.”

Eternal life is about the here and now as well as about the later and after.  Eternal life is about quality as well as quantity.  It’s about not being afraid to die or live.  It gives us the ability to do both!
I started with questions.  I want to close with a question:  Do you believe in the life everlasting?  Do you really?  
