WORDS WITH WHICH TO BEGIN A NEW YEAR
Joshua 1:1-9

+++

Introduction
In the British Museum in London, there is an old mariner’s chart, drawn in 1525, outlining the North American coastline and the adjacent waters next to it.  The cartographer made some intriguing notation on areas of the map that represents regions yet to be explored in that time and area.  He wrote:  “Here be giants.”  On another place on the map he wrote:  “Here be fiery scorpions.”  And on another portion of that map he wrote:  “Here be dragons.”

And here we are in the infancy of 2009.  If we were to chart this year on a map, what would we write?   “Here be diseases?”  “Here be mistakes and failure?”  “Here be temptations?”  “Here be struggles?”

What would you write on that map?  Eventually the old mariner’s chart came into the possession of Sir John Franklin, a British explorer in the early 1800’s.  Scratched out the fearful inscriptions, he wrote these words boldly across the map:


“Here is God.”

Joshua would write those words across his map. On the verge of the Jordan and the Promised Land, God spoke these words to Joshua that we have as our text this morning. We can write those words across our map of 2009 also.  As we enter this new year of 2009 we can be assured of these words of God for us as well:
1. It is a Word of Vision - “Moses My servant is dead.  Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them…” (Joshua 1:2).

Matthias Schmelz, Entrepreneur and Author, once said these words:  “Your dream is not big enough if it doesn’t scare you!”  In this New Year, look with the eyes of God, see as God sees.   If you look at it with human eyes it will scare you.  That encourages us to look with God’s eyes to find the courage to explore that land.   The dream God gave Joshua was big enough to scare him, but it was also big enough to move him to see with the eyes of God.  Look with those eyes in this New Year!

2. It is a Word of Faithfulness – “No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with you, I will not leave you nor forsake you.”  (Joshua 1:5).
Pastor and theology professor Victor Shepard tells the story of John Newton, Anglican clergyman, hymn-writer, counselor and former slave-ship captain. 

John met Mary Catlett when he was 14 and she 12. They loved each other ardently. Newton spent years at sea on merchant ships, warships and slave-ships. He saw Mary infrequently. Yet their love for each other was undying. By age 39 Newton had become a beneficiary of the “amazing grace” for which he would be known ever after. 

He was now finished with the sea and would spend the rest of his long life as a preacher and pastor. He had always assumed that he would predecease his wife, unable as he was to imagine living without her. She, however, died first. Mary was buried on a Wednesday. 

Four days later, on Sunday, Newton stood up in the pulpit of his church in London. Everyone wondered what text the broken-hearted man would preach on that day. It was from the book of Habakkuk. “Though the fig tree does not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines ... the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, YET I WILL REJOICE IN THE LORD, I WILL JOY IN THE GOD OF MY SALVATION” (Habakkuk 3:17-18). I will rejoice — not in my circumstances (for the time being at least they were dreadful) but in the God of my salvation.  God would be there for him.  God would be faithful.  Newton counted on it.  So can we in 2009!
3. It is a Word of Presence – “Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”
Oliver Holden expresses this thought well in poetry.  Listen:

“Those who seek the throne of grace
Find that throne in every place;

If we live a life of prayer,

God is present everywhere.

In our sickness and our health,

In our want, or in our wealth,

If we look to God in prayer,

God is present everywhere.

When our earthly comforts fail,

When the woes of life prevail,

‘Tis the time for earnest prayer;

God is present everywhere.

Then, my soul, in every strait,

To thy Father come, and wait;

He will answer every prayer:

God is present everywhere.”

Hear this word given to us as it was given to Joshua:  Wherever you go in 2009 – guess what?  God is already there.  Through prayer we discern and open the door where He stands knocking already for entrance.  You can go nowhere where God is not!

“God is present everywhere.”

Conclusion
There was a group of botanists who were searching for a rare flower in the Himalayas.  Upon finding the desired plant on the side of a steep cliff, they offered some money to a young boy if he would let them lower him over the cliff to retrieve the plant.

The young boy told the botanists to wait a few minutes and he ran home.  He returned a little while later with an older man and said that if they would let him hold onto the rope, he would permit them to lower him over the side of the cliff.  The older man was his father.

As we find ourselves dangling over a new year, hear the words of our Heavenly Father, words of vision, faithfulness and presence, who will hold onto the rope of our life, and let them assure you as you start a new year!
