“Taking a Risk or How to Walk on Water”
Matthew 14:22-33

+++

Introduction
Once upon a time there was a man who had become lost in the desert.  He wandered about for what seemed like days in the hot, burning sand.  The sun beat down upon him without mercy during the day; the wind blew grit into his eyes, nose and mouth; the chill of the night further drained his strength.  He grew weaker and more discouraged with each passing hour.  Death seemed inevitable.
Then, miraculously, on the distant horizon, the despairing, dying man spotted an oasis.  Was it real, or just a mirage?  As he stumbled feverishly forward, crawling toward the palms and their promise of life-giving water, he was filled with ever-growing hope.  The oasis was real!  At last, he would be able to find relief from his suffering.  

As the man stumbled into the lush oasis, however, he soon began to realize that something was different about this place.  There was no pool of water, no bubbling spring.  All he found was an old-fashioned hand pump, and beside it two objects:  a handwritten note on a piece of paper, and a small, tightly-sealed jar of water.  The message on the paper was that there was a leather gasket within the pump which had to be thoroughly saturated and primed with water before the pump would work.  Within the jar was just enough water to achieve that task.  The note urged the reader not to give in to his sense of desperation and drink the water from the jar.  To do so would result in death!  Every drop must be wisely utilized to soak the heat-dried gasket.  Then, as the leather of the gasket softened and expanded, an unlimited supply of cool, refreshing, life-giving water would be available to the weary wanderer.  The final instruction on the paper was to refill the jar with water so the next traveler passing through the oasis could also use the pump to procure water.
The man at the pump was faced with a dilemma:  Just how trusting should he be?  Should he take a risk?  If he poured out the water onto the gasket, would he be pouring out the very means of his own survival?  But, what if the paper was right?  By not holding on desperately to what he had, and by sacrificing it in an act of risk, he could potentially receive a far greater blessing!

What should he do?

The story ends here because you see, the questions is really one which is posed to us.  Are you willing to take a risk of faith?  The ancient papers of old ask us if we are willing to let go of the securities of life and give for greater abundance or will we cling to what we have?  Will we take a risk?
Simon Peter was faced with taking a risk in our story today.  Its evening and the wind has whipped the boat up into a frenzy.  Jesus has been on the mountain top in prayer, but when he sees his disciples in trouble, he comes to them walking on the water.  They think he is a ghost, but Jesus says:  “Don’t be afraid.  It’s me.”  Peter isn’t so sure.  “Lord,” he says, “if it is you, tell me to come to you on the water.”  Jesus says, “Come.”  And Peter steps out of the boat and walks on water.

Now, what do we make of all this?  Hear these three lessons on taking a risk or how to walk on water:

1.  In Order to Walk on Water you Have to Capture a Vision.

“And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water.”  So he said, “Come.”  - Vv. 28-29a
In his book, A Savior for All Seasons, William Barker tells the story of a bishop from the East Coast who many years ago paid a visit to a small, Midwestern religious college.  He stayed at the home of the college president, who also served as a professor of physics and chemistry.  After dinner, the bishop made a statement about the future.  He stated that the coming of Christ couldn’t be too far off because just about everything about nature had been discovered and about all the inventions that could be conceived of and been conceived.  The young college president politely disagreed and said he felt there would be many more discoveries.  That angered the bishop.  When he then challenged the president to name just one such invention, the president replied that he was certain that within fifty years men and women would be able to fly.  “Nonsense!” sputtered the outraged bishop.  “Only angels are intended to fly!”  That ended that conversation.
Oh, by the way.  The bishop…his last name was Wright.  And he had two young boys at home.  Their names were Orville and Wilbur.

In order to walk on water you have to capture a vision.  Peter captures that vision when he sees Jesus walking on the water.  Jesus uses a command here.  One simple word:  “Come.”    Seeing what could be Peter steps out of the boat.
Have you captured the vision of what can be at SSUMC?  Our Consecration Sunday today is about capturing that vision as we fuel the ministry with our giving of time, talents, gifts and service!  Here is the vision:

· feeding a homeless man that came into my office Monday morning out of our food pantry

· adopting a college student offering a home away from home

· painting a tree in watercolor with a 6th grader and learning what it says about their relationship with God

· teaching parents in a S. S. class how to unconditionally love their child

· leading a choir in a song that brings tears to the eye of a congregant struggling with depression

· seeing the look of a young lady in High School as she wipes sweat off her brow but sees a new home going up for an elder lady 

· holding the hand of a man as he dies in a hospital and ushering him into heaven with a prayer

There is the vision!  Have you captured it?

2. In Order to Walk on Water You have to Step Out of the Boat.

“And when Peter had come down out of the boat, he walked on the water to go to Jesus.”  - v. 29
A young man who hoped one day to become a writer, but couldn’t foresee how he might earn enough to do it, went into a quiet park to contemplate his future.   He noticed the squirrels jumping from one high tree to another. One particular squirrel caught his attention.  He appeared to be aiming for a limb so far out of reach that the leap looked like suicide.  He missed – but landed, safe and unconcerned, on a branch several feet lower.  Then he climbed to his goal, and all was well.  There was an elderly gentleman sitting on another park bench near him.  He too was watching the squirrels.  “Funny,” said the gentleman, “I’ve seen hundreds of ‘em jump like that, especially when there are dogs around and they can’t come down to the ground.  A lot of ‘em miss, but I’ve never seen any hurt in trying.”  And then he said these words.  Words the young man needed to hear to help him solve his dilemma.  He said, “I guess they’ve got to risk it if they don’t want to spend their lives in one tree.”  The young man thought:  “A squirrel takes a chance-have I less nerve than a squirrel?”  From that day on he went about making his dreams come true.  In his days as a successful writer he remembers that day and hears often the words of that elderly gentleman:  “I guess they’ve got to risk it if they don’t want to spend their lives in one tree.”
What would this story have been like if Peter chose to stay in the boat?  Would he have discovered that wonderful world of faith if he stayed in the boat?
This is Consecration Sunday and I want to challenge you to step out of the boat in your faith living and giving:
· step out of the boat in giving your time (join a Bible Study)
· step out of the boat in giving your talents (serve on a committee)
· step out of the boat in giving your gifts (10%)
· step out of the boat in giving your service (go on a mission trip)
Step out of the boat if you want to walk on water.

3. In Order to Walk on Water You Have to Risk Failure in Order to Find Success.
“But when he saw that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, “Lord, save me!”  And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”
National Geographic aired a special within the past year or two which featured a senior citizen, in his 70’s or 80’s, who climbed a mountain in the Antarctica.  When he made it to the top and was asked if he had anything to say to those watching, he replied, “Dream big, and dare to fail.”  I like that!  You see, Peter had to risk failure in order to find success.  There were no guarantees.  In the end he did fail, but there he found two things:  He found the hand of Jesus to pull him up and secondly, he found a challenge to believe for the future.  What Peter found was the ability to walk on waters in the future with faith.  He would use that faith to walk on many waters until he paid the ultimate price in Rome with the death upon a cross – upside down.

Risk is tough.  But to risk is also the freedom to find.  William Arthur Ward expressed it this way:

To laugh is to risk appearing a fool,

To weep is to risk appearing sentimental

To reach out to another is to risk involvement,

To expose feelings is to risk exposing your true self

To place your ideas and dreams before a crowd is to risk their loss

To love is to risk not being loved in return,

To hope is to risk despair,

To try is to risk to failure.

But risks must be taken because the greatest hazard in life is to risk nothing.

The person who risks nothing, does nothing, has nothing, is nothing.

He may avoid suffering and sorrow,

But he cannot learn, feel, change, grow or live.

Chained by his servitude he is a slave who has forfeited all freedom.

Only a person who risks is free.

The pessimist complains about the wind;

The optimist expects it to change;

And the realist adjusts the sails.

Dr. Fred Pfisterer shared with our Stewardship Committee this experience from his ministry:

“While teaching at Kentucky Wesleyan College, I was invited to preach at New Chapel UMC, one of the oldest congregations in our Conference.  On the third night of the revival, the chairman of the Board said to me, “We really appreciate what you are challenging us to be and do; however, we spend so much time and energy meeting our financial obligations we don’t have what it takes to do anything else.”  The next evening I preached on tithing.  When the invitation to begin tithing was given, enough people came to the altar to pledge so that a few years after that they built a new church.  Here is the rest of that story:  The first person to come to the altar was the mother of a teenage daughter.  After the benediction, the daughter rushed to her mother and almost shouted:  “Mother, how could you pledge to tithe?  You know that neither you nor dad has a job!?”  Her mother replied:  “Tonight I promised God our family was going to tithe – be it poverty or plenty.”  That was it!  What faith!  Within ten days the father had a job.”

There it is, folks!  Risk failure to find success!
Conclusion
One of the most frequently viewed videos on YouTube is the final seconds of an October 27, 2007 football game between Trinity University and Millsaps College in Jackson, Mississippi.  When the ball was snapped with just two seconds left in the game, Trinity players, who were behind, headed down the field.  They passed the ball with lateral passes 15 times.  What a risk!  But the 15th player carried the ball over the goal line to win the game.  One lateral is considered a risky move in football – but 15?

You see, they had a vision of a touchdown, they stepped out of the boat of comfort and safety, and they risked failure to achieve success.

I’m going to ask you this morning to make a lateral move!  We have cards in your pews.  Take a few moments to fill them out during this time of music.  Then feel free to step out of you pew, step out of your boat, come and place them on the altar as we sing.  Pray if you like.  Come as singles, couples, families…

But hear the words of Jesus:  “Come!”

