WORDS TO THE WISE:  Judge Not!
Matthew 7:1-6

+++

Introduction
There was a man who had four sons. He wanted his sons to learn to not judge things too quickly. So he sent them each on a quest, in turn, to go and look at a pear tree that was a great distance away.

The first son went in the winter, the second in the spring, the third in summer, and the youngest son in the fall.

When they had all gone and come back, he called them together to describe what they had seen.

The first son said that the tree was ugly, bent, and twisted. 

The second son said no - it was covered with green buds and full of promise.

The third son disagreed, he said it was laden with blossoms that smelled so sweet and looked so beautiful, it was the most graceful thing he had ever seen.

The last son disagreed with all of them; he said it was ripe and drooping with fruit, full of life and fulfillment.

The man then explained to his sons that they were all right, because they had each seen but one season in the tree's life.

He told them that you cannot judge a tree, or a person, by only one season, and that the essence of who they are - and the pleasure, joy, and love that come from that life - can only be measured at the end, when all the seasons are up.

If you give up when it's winter, you will miss the promise of your spring, the beauty of your summer, fulfillment of your fall.


Now that is the message of our Lord in the first sermon in our new series “Words to the Wise.”  Do you want to be wise?  Then Jesus urges us to judge not.  
Here are three good reasons to withhold judgment:

1. Judge not -  because you don’t know all the facts – V. 1

"Judge not, that you be not judged.”

“You can never reach Barbara before noon,” complained a woman on Jan.  “She spends every morning gabbing on her phone.”  Jan remembered those words and believed them especially when she had an occasion to spend a few days as a guest in Barbara’s home.  The first morning she was there Barbara said, “Please excuse me for a while.  I have some phone calls to make.”  “So it’s true!” Jan thought.  “How much better it would be if she spent her time in something other than gossip!”  As she listened carefully to Barbara’s voice on the phone, however, it didn’t take long for her attitude to turn from criticism to humility.  After a brief greeting and inquiry about the person’s health Barbara was calling, she began reading the Bible.  Later, Barbara apologized for being so long on the phone.  “I’m so very sorry to be so long, but you see, I read the Bible to blind people every weekday morning.”


There is something we need to get straight in our lives and the sooner we get it straight the better:  We do not have the omniscience of our Maker.  That means God has all knowledge.  That is not a word used of humanity.    We don’t know all the facts.  And until I know all the facts I need to suspend judgment calls.  There is a time and place to make our judgment calls (that is what Jesus is talking about in verse 6), but get all the facts before you make a decision. 
2. Judge not – because how you give you will get! - V. 2
"For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you.”
A young American was at an important, impressive banquet and he found himself seated next to a Chinese diplomat.  Not knowing what to say to a Chinaman such as himself, the young man, after the soup course, looked at the gentleman and asked, “Likee soupee?”  The Diplomat nodded and smiled in approval.  Later, after the meal, the Chinaman, named Wellington Koo, was called on to speak.  He stood and delivered an eloquent address in flawless English.  As he sat down next to the young American to the sound of applause, he turned to the young man and said, “Likee speechee?”

Judge not, for with the judgment you use you will receive.  What you give you will get.  That’s the law of Jesus.  He expresses it well in Luke 6:37-38:  “Judge not, and you shall not be judged.  Condemn not, and you shall not be condemned.  Forgive, and you will be forgiven.  Give, and it will be given to you…”


I don’t know about you, but I can say for myself that I can’t afford to be mean this week – I need love in return.  I can’t afford to be hateful – I’ll get it in return.  What is more – Neither can you!  Neither can you!

3. Judge not – because you can’t see well enough – Vv. 3-5

"And why do you look at the speck in your brother's eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me remove the speck from your eye'; and look, a plank is in your own eye? Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.”
At the turn of the century, the world’s most distinguished astronomer was certain there were canals on Mars.  Sir Percival Lowell in 1877 began observing and documenting these canals he saw through his large telescope in his observations of Mars.  This convinced him there was life on Mars of such intelligence, possibly older and wiser than ours.  But now we know differently.  And we also know something about Sir Percival Lowell’s eyes.  He suffered from a disease that is referred to today as Lowell’s disease.  It is quite rare.  People that suffer from it see the blood vessels in their own eyes.  The canals he saw were only the bulging veins of his own eyeballs.  
You and I, due to our own failures, sins and mistakes, have no business trying to play Go.  Our own mistakes, prejudices, opinions, sins, and ‘logs’ too often get in the way.  

Let me encourage you to think the best of others before you think the worst.  God certainly does with us.  Shouldn’t we do the same with others?

Conclusion

Michelangelo was seen one day having a huge piece of marble taken to his studio for him to sculpt.  Someone asked him what he was doing.  He replied, “There is an angel imprisoned in this marble and I am about to set it free.”

Who can se set free this week?  We certainly won’t do it by being judgmental, critical or haughty.  But we certainly can with the chisel of love, care, forgiveness and thinking the best about others.

Here is your chisel this week.  God set an angel free.
