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Hanukkah is the Hebrew word for dedication. This holiday is celebrated by Jewish families around the world for 8 days and is also called the Festival of Lights. It commemorates the rededication of the Temple around 165 BC. Hanukkah is only mentioned by name once in the Bible. In John 10 verse 22 it says “Then it was the Feast of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter… The 1st Temple was dedicated in the fall in the Jewish month of Tishri around the feast of Sukkot. 1Kings 8:2, 2 Chr 5:3, 2 Chr 7:1-10
 The temple was rededicated in the spring in the Jewish month of Adar. This was after some Jews had returned from the Babylonian captivity and rebuilt the Temple after it had been destroyed by the King Nebuchadnezzar. (Ezra 6) So which winter re-dedication is John referring to? Let’s take a look at history.
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Many scholars refer to the 400 years between the Old Testament and the New Testament as the “silent years”. However much of this history was actually written in advance by the prophet Daniel. Chapter 11 in the book of Daniel details the breakup of the Greek Empire after the death of Alexander the Great.   
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Starting in Daniel 11 verse 4 it says – After he has appeared, his empire will be broken up and parceled out toward the four winds of heaven. It will not go to his descendants, nor will it have the power he exercised, because his empire will be uprooted and given to others.
History tells us that after his death, Alexander the Great’s four generals divided up his empire. Cassander took Macedonia and Greece; Lysimachus took Asia Minor and Thrace; Seleucus took over Syria, Babylon and the East, and Ptolemy took over Egypt. Since Israel was caught between the 2 territories of Seleucus and Ptolemy, it became an area for constant battles. 
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Out of the Seleucid empire came a ruler name Antiochus Epiphanies. He outlawed the keeping of Torah, (the first 5 books of the Bible). He also persecuted the Jews, and looted the Temple in Jerusalem. In the ultimate act of profanity he slaughtered a pig on the altar, and sprinkled its blood in front of an idol of Zeus which he had built in the Holy Place in the Temple. This desecration of the Temple is referred to in the book of Daniel as the “abomination of desolation.” 
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This led to a revolt by the Jewish army led by the Maccabee family. They were successful and eventually threw off the bondage of the Greek rulers.
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The temple was then cleansed and rededicated on the 25 of the Jewish month of Kislev (which is 
in the winter) – This is the rededication spoken of in 10th chapter of John. 
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According to the Talmud (which is a record of rabbinic discussions pertaining to Jewish law, ethics, customs, and history.) a miracle took place during the rededication of the Temple that 
accounts for the eight day duration of the feast. The Talmud says the Temple Priests found only one undefiled flask of oil which contained one day’s supply of oil to light the menorah. Yet the menorah burned for eight days. This allowed the Priests enough time to prepare more oil to keep the menorah burning. 
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The most recognizable aspect of Hanukkah is the Menorah. The traditional Hanukkah Menorah has nine branches (different from the seven-branch menorah found in most synagogues that is described in the book of Exodus. One candle is lit on each of the eight days of Hanukkah; the ninth candle (called a "shamash" or "servant candle") is used to light the others. Menorahs are traditionally displayed in a window so they can be seen from the outside. 
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In Israel there is a large Menorah right outside the Knesset. It has many carvings representing the Torah and the Talmud including one about the Maccabean revolt.  Notice this menorah has the biblical seven branches.
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The historical events of Hanukkah take on additional prophetic significance two centuries later, when four disciples are with Jesus on the Mount of Olives. Jesus speaks to them about His Second Coming. Jesus tells of a future reoccurrence of a similar Temple desecration as a key to end-time prophecy. In Matthew 24:15.
Jesus says “So when you see the abomination that causes devastation spoken about through the prophet Daniel standing in the Holy Place – let the reader understand - that will be the time for those in Judah to escape to the hills.  (Daniel 9:27, 11:31, 12:11)
Slide 11

Since there is no Temple standing at this time this prophetic event requires the rebuilding of a 3rd Temple. Preparations for a 3rd Temple have begun. This is picture of a Menorah that currently stands in the old city of Jerusalem. It has been created for the future Third Temple.
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Hanukkah is a reminder of the faithfulness of God. Satan through Antiochus Epiphanies had planned to destroy God’s word and his people. Had he been successful there would have been no more Jewish people, no Messiah to come, and no Calvary. Men and women would be forever lost in sin and without hope. God’s faithfulness to His people and His Messianic promise continue to give significance to Hanukkah today.   

So wish your Jewish friends and co-workers a Happy Hanukkah this year. Ask them about this holiday and pray that this might be an opportunity to share about Jesus the Messiah - the light of the world.
