
 The Marriage and Family Ministry invites you to participate in a
Citizens Rally on Sunday, October 19 from 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. at the
steps of the State House in Trenton, NJ.  The New Jersey Family
Policy Council (NJFPC), churches and other like-minded groups and
individuals will join forces to express support for preserving
marriage between one man and one woman.
 There is also an ongoing 40-day prayer focus, which started on
September 26 and will end on election day, November 4.  Copies of
the prayer guide are available at the kiosk. The NJFPC encourages
fasting (as the Holy Spirit leads) at least once a week between
September 26 and November 4.  If you cannot fast a meal or two per
week, you may consider giving up something such as desserts,
television, meat or whatever the Holy Spirit leads you to give up so
that  you can seek God.  This prayer focus aims to let righteousness
in the Lord prevail, preserve marriages and pray for Godly leaders.
 We also need to seek God’s intervention and claim God’s
victory in California, Florida and Arizona as each state votes on
November 4 on a marriage amendment bill that will preserve
marriage.
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      Joshua 24:15 “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
This verse comes to mind as we highlight two MWC families in this
issue. Vic and Mari Davi, and Jean and Danielle Joseph are both
members of the Marriage and Family Ministry.  Their respective
families have both been a blessing to our church.
     Vic and Mari Davi, together with their four children, recently went
with the MWC missions team to an American Indian reservation in
New Mexico.  “We feel it is incredibly important to serve,” said Vic.
He and his wife, who are also serving in the Youth Ministry, and their
children are no strangers to missions work.  They had participated in
previous missions trips to Ecuador and El Salvador.

Pastor Ken and Louise Jasko (left photo) and Ed and Marilyn Mauer
(right photo) did not know each other when they both got married on
August 26, 1978 in Plainfield, NJ in separate churches.  They also went
to the same place for their honeymoon: Bemuda.  They met for the first
time when the Mauers started attending Monmouth Worship Center in
1987, which was two years after Pastor Ken and Louise planted MWC.

     The Joseph family never fails to bring praise to the Lord to a
higher level as they minister to the congregation in song.  Jean and
Danielle are also members of the Worship Team and together with
their children create beautiful harmonies in praise and honor to the
Lord.  What a blessing to hear them and experience awesome worship
directed to Him who gave them this beautiful gift!

The Davi family at the American Indian reservation in New Mexico.
They are (l-r) Vic, Gabriella, Liz, Mari, Vic and Victoria.

The Joseph family  singing during a church morning service.  They are
(l-r) Jean, Diana Jasmin, Danielle, Joanne and Naomie.

“Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it.”  Psalm 127:1



All Because Two People Fell on Their Knees
By John D’Antona

“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will

hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”
2 Chronicles 7:14

 Perhaps the most painful thing people can endure is divorce. The
agonizing ripping apart of the flesh the Lord has joined together, for
better or worse, richer or poorer, in sickness and in health is something
only men’s hard hearts can do.  Divorce was never God’s intent for us;
see Malachi--"I hate divorce," says the LORD God of Israel. But yet,
ignoring God, His plan for my life and His covenant, my wife and I
divorced in October of 2006.
 I cannot begin to describe the pain I felt, masking it behind empty
smile, surrogates, drinking and indulgent lies to myself.  It was only
through the help of a very special mentor, and God’s grace that I began
to get myself re-aligned in His Word, promises and His only plan for
my life.  As my mentor told me, there is no plan B, C or D, there is
only plan A for you and that doesn’t include divorce or the term ex-
wife.  But before I could have any chance at restoring all that was lost,
it meant humbling myself, repenting from the actions and attitudes that
guided my actions and lying prostrate at His feet, falling on my knees
and praying.  My prayers at first were to get myself right and whole
with God, turning from the things and people I had surrounded myself
with and going back to basics.
 As I focused on God and allowed Him to re-program me, things
began to realign in my earthly universe.  My job became easier and
profitable, my sons started coming to church and a sort of normalcy
returned to my life.  But the story takes on an added dimension; little
did I know that an identical change was going on somewhere else that
I had no idea about, with my wife.  She too had gone back to Godly
basics; attending church, seeking Godly counsel, attending women’s
bible studies and repenting for her part in our divorce.  She too had
gone back to God on her knees, just 50 miles away.  Separately, we
both found our peace through God.
 And then, as his Word promises, He healed our land. She reached
out to me and I reached back, both of us seeking to find some common
ground for an amicable divorce.  But God would not have any of it;
rather He began to rebuild us together.  First a cordial phone call, then
a dinner, and finally a holiday meal that showed us what family meant,
was supposed to be and what was in store.  The rest, as is proverbially
said, is history. My wife and I, together, prayed for His forgiveness,
repented and were reunited.  We renewed our covenant of marriage
one and a half years after shattering it.
 Know that through prayer, humbling and repentance all things are
possible with God.  It all starts with the simplest of acts, falling on
your knees.
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John with his wife Denise and their two sons Brian (left) and John (right).
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 The Marriage and Family Ministry hosted on August 10 a
prayer night dedicated to kids returning to school with particular
emphasis on college-bound kids and their respective families.  Sis.
Louise Jasko, a high school teacher that has three kids that went to
college and is now an empty nester, gave a very enlightening
message.  She touched on the importance of preparing children
spiritually as well as in the practical aspects of college life such as
money management.  She also shared words of wisdom for the
parents, who now have to learn to let go and truly surrender and trust
in the Lord as their children embark on a new life ahead.  She quoted
Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding.  In all your ways, acknowledge Him and
He will direct your paths.”

Pastor Obadiah Clark closed the night in prayer as parents and families
gathered around the  young children and college kids.

 In celebration of Grandparents Day, MWC grandparents were
honored during the Sunday services on September 14.  Benilda Salvador,
speaking on behalf of the Marriage and Family Ministry, exhorted
grandparents to have the vision and persevere in the goal of passing on a
spiritual legacy to their grandchildren.  It was then followed by a
powerpoint presentation showing pictures of some of MWC’s
grandparents with their respective grandchildren.  Nerine Dixon
ministered in song through her powerful rendition of “Find Us Faithful.”
The grandparents were later asked to stand and Pastor Ken led the
congregation in praying for them.


