
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

From the Rector. .                                                             January 1, 2012 
 (The Feast of the Holy Name of our Lord)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Happy New Year !  The Church Year begins with Advent in late November, while our parishõs 
budgetary year begins on January 1st.  To make things even more exciting, our Vestry year 
begins in February, while our pr ogram year begins in September.  So, at St. Jamesõ, we get 
four  opportunities to begin a new year and make a new start !  

 

On a recent clergy day, Bishop Beckwith offered his view that the parishes that will thrive in 
the coming years are the parishes that know their mission and pursue it with energy and 
enthusiasm.  Some congregational developers raise this question of a congregationõs pursuit of 
its mission by asking, òWould your surrounding community miss your congregation, if it were 
to disappear ?ó  Yet, I wonder, what if the surrounding community doesnõt recognize how it 
benefits from the parish ?  

 

On the first Saturday of December, a group of our parishioners stood on our front lawn to sing 
to the folks who were waiting for the Town Santa.   As we were beginning, the Montclair 
Community Band arrived and looked at us with astonishment that we were standi ng in their 
spot.   As we made way for the Band, I marveled at our Parks Departmentõs expectation that 
our front lawn will be there for the Townõs use in December.  
  

We who lead St. James' know that we are deferring important maintenance because of its 
expense.  Without being alarmist, we know that we cannot guarantee that our buildings will 
always stand at the corner of Bellevue and Valley for the benefit of the larger community.   

 

Just picture our front lawn replaced by modern stores and office buildings !   Just imagine the 
many community, school and 12-Step groups that enjoy using our buildings, as they scramble 
to find substitute meeting rooms !  

  

If we started a fundraiser to restore the Bell Tower ñ a WWI memorial that many folks love to 
see and hear ð would many members of our larger community give significantly to òSave the 
Toweró ?  Can we help them to become more aware of how much they together benefit from 
our presence ñ and what it takes for us to continue at this corner ?  

 

Now is the time for us t o speak with one another about the purpose of our parish.  How do we 
draw on Godõs gift of divine life and shine it forth as divine light and love ?  How does it make 
a difference in our surrounding community ?  And how do we invite the members of that 
community to take part in the life that we enjoy as Godõs free gift to us ? 
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On page 855, our Prayer Book says that the mission of the Church ð to be carried out by all its 
members ð is òto restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ.ó  What does it 
mean to you to be united with God and others in Christ ?  How do es your participation in our 
parishõs ministries strengthen your union with the God who is self -giving love ?  By taking part 
in what ministries do you experience Godõs passion for uniting all people in His love ?  

 

At our Adult Forum on Sunday, January 15th, we will gather to meet our Vestry candidates ñ 
our fellow parishioners who have given themselves to this crucial ministry of leadership.  On 
Sunday, January 22nd, we will meet to el ect our new Vestry members and to review the year 
just past.  Equally important, we will gather to reflect on our mission ñ our purpose as a 
parish ñ and to rededicate ourselves to it.    

 

It is hard for me to picture Upper Montclair without St. Jamesõ at the corner of Valley and 
Bellevue.  What is our divine purpose that gives energy and meaning to us as a parish in this 
special place ?   

 

How can we help our larger community to be more aware of how much it benefits from our 
presence here ?  Please bring your answers to our January meetings and share them with your 
fellow parishioners.  
 

Your Brother in Christ Jesus, 
          

        John+   
   

**************************************************************************************  

 

Assistantõs Column 

In Christmastide (Dec 25th - Jan 6th ), we are 
made very aware of Godõs transforming power 
in the world. A dark night on an ordinary 
evening is filled with  the glory of the heavenly 
hosts.  Shepherds, who are on the lowest rung 
of the social and economic ladder,  are invited 
to a manger to w itness the birth of Godõs son; 
and a simple manger ñ a feeding trough  ñ 
becomes the throne of God.  

All who came to the m anger had their world 
turned upside down ! Kings arenõt born in 
stables; shepherds arenõt invited to see 
newborns; and we donõt often see angels in the 
skies at night  ñ but it happened. Anyone who 
came to see the Christ child left a changed 
person. 

It is not that God wants to make us unhappy by 
turning our world upside down. Rather, God 
offers us the possibili ty of a new world , as we 
widen our vision to see beyond the familiar.  

Sometimes, we call this way of seeing the 
world  as  òthinking outside of the box. ó   Great 
things happen when  we  are  able to do  this ñ  

problems are solved, things are invented, and  
life is made be tter. Yet,  being this open isnõt 
second nature to us.  

We like to be able to associate something new 
with something we already know. This is why 
very young children might call a cow a òdogó 
the first time they see one. Adults laugh and 
think  the mistake is cute, but the error is 
corrected. The child grows in knowledge and 
understanding of his world.  

We make the same errors in our relationship 
with God. The Bible often tells us that the 
people of Jesusõ time were trying to make 
sense out of Jesusõ ministry by connecting him 
to something that  they understood about God.  
What was so difficult for them ñ and us ñ is to 
see that God is doing a new thing with us.  

This year, invite God into your life , especially 
when life seems to be topsy -turvy. Be  open to 
something new and different because you will 
find that your life is much, much better and 
much, much richer.  

Rev. Audrey  



CHILDREN & YOUTH 
 

Fisher Kids  
Youth in Grades 4 -6 

 

Our meeting is Monday, January 9th from 5 to 6:30 
p.m.  (January 2nd is a school holiday.) Weõll begin 
by baking cookies to have for dessert;  then, while 
working on our cross projects , weõll make plans 
for the rest of the year. Dinner is spaghetti, salad, 
bread, and freshly baked cookies  ! RSVP to Rev. 
Audrey.  

  
 

Are you a Scout  ? 

 

We would like to honor our Scouts on Boy Scout 
(February 12, 2012) and Girl Scout Sunday (March 
11, 2012). Please let Rev. Audrey know if you are 
an active Scout and would like to help in the 
Sunday service on your Scouting Sunday. 

 

Confirmation Class 
Save the date ð March 3, 2012  

Trip to NYC with the Confirmation Class from 
Trinity Church, Ambler , PA 

 

Our Confirmation Class is joining with the 
confirmation class from Ben Wallisõ home parish, 
Trinity Church, Ambler to head off to N ew York 
City.  There , they will observe the two sacraments 
and five sacramental rites * of the Church on 
Saturday, March 3rd.   Stay in touch for the d etails.  
 
 
* The two sacraments are Holy Baptism and Holy 
Communion. The sacramental rites are anointing 
for health, confirmati on, marriage, ordination 
and reconciliation.  
 
 

 
 
 

***Confirmation Assignments***  
 
Please turn in your assignments to Rev. Audreyõs 
office by their due dates. They are short, but 
important  !  
 
Remember, attendance at class is important. 
Students who seek to be presented to the Bishop 
for Confirmation in the Spring of 2013 need to 
have faithful, consistent attendance.  

 

 

 

Teen Mission Trip Opportunity! 
 

A Partnership in Montclair between St. Johnõs  
and St. Jamesõ Episcopal Churches 

 
Expected dates: Saturday, June 23rd  ð Saturday - 

June 30th  
 

Missioners need to commit to the trip by  
January 7th   with a non -refundable deposit.  

 
This mission project is open to high school 

students finishing grades 10-12 and their parents.  
A chaperone who will drive a van is nee ded. 

 
We fly to New Orleans.  .é.. Stay in Diocesan 

Partner housing éé. Help rebuildéé. 
   Enjoy some of New Orleansõ Sights ! 

 
Cost $800.00 pp * (1/3 from Moore funds, 1/3 

from fundraising/teen, 1/3 parents)  
 

Interested  ? Talk with Rev. Audrey - 
ahasselbrook@optonline.net or 973-744-0270 x16  

(parentsõ meeting was held on 12/18) 
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Our Christmas Pageant ð a Big Hit!  

Thank you to everyone who made our Pageant possible ñ especially our pageant director, Jamie Pagliaro.    
 

               
 
And thank you to all the participants ñ sheep,  
              angels, shepherds, wise men and women, 
                   Joseph, Mary and the babies Jesus ñ both of them !   Indeed, thanks to the entire cast and all  
                            their coaches, seamstresses, dressers and other behind-the-scenes helpers!  

                                                                                                      
                                                                                      

You were all stars! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Chili Chefs Chillé 
We are grateful to our High School teens who 
prepared gallons of chili and mounds of salad for 
the Supper we enjoyed after the Hanging of the 
Greens.  An excellent meal was shared by over 50 
parishioners.  Thank you, chefs !   

 

 
 
 



Sundays in January  
(See the next page for the Adult Forums on these Sunday)  

 

Sunday School and Adult Forum Resume on Sunday, Jan uary 8 th   

On Sunday, January 8th, at 9:15 a.m. , our children will gather again in their classrooms.  Our youth will 
meet in their rooms and our adults will come to the Guild Room for the first Adult Forum of 2012.  A 
leader of the Human Needs Food Pantry will speak with us about its work, which our parish is supporting 
with a fundraiser on Sun., February 12 th. 
 

Sunday, January 8 th  at 10:15 a.m. ð Family Service with Baptism  

On the second Sunday of the month, we make our 10:15 a.m. Family Service shorter, le ss formal and 
more child -focused.  On January 8th, the Feast of the Baptism of our Lord Jesus, one of our youth lectors 
will read, Rev. Audrey will provide a special sermon and we will joyfully baptize Riley Mueller  during our 
10:15 a.m. Family Service.  On this last Sunday with Rick Morgan, all our choirs sing !   

 

Sunday, January 8 th  ð Farewell to Rick Morgan  

On Sunday, January 8th ð during the reception that follows the 10:15 a.m. Service ð we will thank Rick for 
his dedication to our music program and bi d him a very fond adieu.  If you would like to assist with our 
reception for Rick, please speak with Cat Perris or Penny Witt.    

 

If you wish to contribute to a gift to Rick, please speak with Connie Hayton or Hilary Thomas.  Please 
mark this reception now  on your calendar ñ and come to the Parish Hall on January 8 th to let Rick know 
your appreciation for his contributions to our parish.   

 

Sunday, January 15 th  ð Welcome to James McGregor  

On Sunday, January 15th, at our 10:15 a.m. Service, we will welcome James McGregor as our interim 
organist and choir director.  We are blessed to have such a prominent and experienced organist and 
composer (his biography appears on Wikipedia !) , as we search for our next Music Director.  

 

Sunday, January 22 nd ð One United Ser vice of Holy Eucharist at 9:15 a.m.  

Our one 9:15 a.m. service is followed by t he Annual Parish Meeting at 10:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall.  Bible 
Explorers takes place at 9:15 a.m.  and Sunday School is at 10:30 a.m. in the usual rooms.  

 

Sunday, January 29 th  ñ Celebration of Full Communion with the Lutheran Church  ð Part I  

First Lutheran Church, Park Street, Montclair invites us all to come to their 10:15 a.m. Service, at which 
Fr. John will preach on Christian unity.  (On February, 19th, we will welcome our guest preacher ð Pastor 
Will Moser ð and visiting members of First Lutheran.)  At St. Jamesõ, our worship services and Sunday 
School return to the ir  usual times.  Our monthly Childrenõs Service takes place in our Chapel at 10:15 a.m.  

 

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Bible Study

ñA Thrill of Hopeò ï Final Episodes 

At 11:00 a.m. on Wednesday, January 4th and 1:30 p.m. on Sunday, January 8th, come to our Library for our 
special Epiphany adult program ð òA Thrill of Hope:  The Epiphany Story in Word and Art.ó  On the program 
DVD, faculty of the Candler School of Theology discuss how the art of John August Swanson brings new 
perspectives to our Epiphany texts about the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple and the Flight of the Holy 
Family into Egypt.  

 

Swanson is influenced by the folk art traditions of his parentsõ homelands ð Mexico and Sweden ð in creating 
finely detailed, brilliantly colored prints of Bible stories.  You donõt need to have attended any prior 
discussions and thereõs no homework.  Come for a refreshing hour of fellowship, and meditation on sacred 
words, scholarly insight and vibrant art !  



Adult Forum  

One of the best ways to grow spiritually is to study the Bible or topics of spiritual significance with others  ! 
Our Adult Forums are a fun and convenient way to do this, and are offered at 9:15 a.m. on most Sundays.  We 
cover a variety of topics, and are eager to hear your suggestions for future topics.  

Adult forums are at 9:15 a.m. in the Guild Room, unless otherwise noted . 
 

January 8 th   
The Human Needs Food Pantry of Montclair  

Our speaker will be Deanne London, the Director of the  Human Needs Food Pantry. 
 

January 15 th   
Meet our Candidates  

Meet your fellow parishioners who are offering themselves to the crucial ministry of leading our parish .  
This is a great time to ask questions or raise to pics that are important to you.  Biographies will be furnished.  

 

January 22 nd 
Annual Parish Meeting ð Parish Hall  at 10: 30 a.m.  

In lieu of an Adult Forum, we encourage you to take part in your Annual Meeting.  Learn about  
important parish matters , including our budget. As a member in good standing you are encouraged to exercise 

your right to  vote for our new Vestry members, Junior Warden and Diocesan Delegates.  
Child care is provided and Sunday School and teen classes run concurrently with the Annual Meeting.  

 

January 29 th   
Annual Diocesan  Convention ð Report from our Parishõs Delegates 

Learn from your Convention Delegates about the business of this yearõs Convention,  
including the resolutions considered, the bishopõs report, the workshops, and the sermon of  

The Rev. Thomas Bracket, a leader in church innovation and church planting, who is the convention preacher.  
 

 

THE MUSIC OF ST JAMESõ 
 

Treble Choir to Rehearse on Mondays  

Starting on January 9, 2012, the Treble Choi r will 
rehearse on Mondays at 4:00 p.m.   Rick Morgan 
will continue to direct the Trebles  until a new 
Music Director is hired. Here is our January 
schedule ð various schedules say different things, 
so use this schedule , please!  

Happy New Year!!                             Mr. Morgan  

 

January 3 rd 
Regular Tuesday rehearsal from 5:00-6:00 PM 

January 8 th  
Sunday morning: 

10:00 a.m.  Vesting in the Choir Room;  
10:15 a.m. Service - Anthem: 

I Will Sing New Songs of Gladness ð Dvorak 
January 9 th , 16 th , 23 rd & 30 th 

MONDAY rehearsals from 4:00-5:00 PM 

This is the official schedule. Please use it!  

 
Interim Organist and Choirmaster  

Starting on January 15th and until  a new permanent Director of Music is hired , James McGregor will play the 
organ and direct our choirs on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.  James is a very experienced Episcopal Musician, some 
of whose service music can be found in The Hymnal 1982.  He is Organist-Choirmaster Emeritus of Grace 
Church, Newark.  Please welcome James on January 15th  - we are very pleased to have him with us .  



Our òSundays at Three ó Concert Series Continues  . . .  
Save these dates  ! 

 

   February 12th       April  15th                                     June 3rd  
   Sunday at 3:00 PM       Sunday at 3:00 PM                                            Sunday at 3:00 PM 

Clarinet and Piano Recital                                             Organ Concert by Gail Archer,                   Jessica Valiente and Friends 
  Martha Boughner and                                             former student of Russell Hayton                      from Los Mas Valientes 
Laurie MacNeill Clancy    

 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

Join our Faithful Leadership & Ministry Teams  
 

Ushers & Greeters  Needed for 10:15 a.m.  

Bill Kopp says, òWe could use a few good men and 
women to fill out our Teams. Easy work, great pay, 
only 2 Sundays out of 10...looks great on a Resume !ó  
If you are interested , please see Bill Kopp or call the 
Parish office.  

 

 
The Altar Guild is Calling for New Members  

Have you ever thought about joining our Altar Guild  ? 
We need new members to fill out our four Altar Guild 
teams. If you are interested in learning more about this 
important ministry in our Church, please contact Sarah 
Eggleston or call the Parish Office.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Episcopal Church Women to Meet  Tuesday, January 17 , 2012    

The regular l unch meetings of the ECW resume in the Library at 12:00 noon on January 17th, the third 
Tuesday of the month.   All women of the Parish are invited.   Please bring a bag lunch; coffee, tea, and 
dessert will be provided .  After our lunch time fellowship, one of our clergy will lead us in a short, 
thoughtful discussion.   Questions?  Call Connie Hayton at (973) 746-6256.  Come join us. 
 

Diocesan Convention  

The 138th Convention of the Diocese of Newark will take place in Pa rsippany on January 27th & 28th.  
Representing our Parish are Connie Hayton, Jim McCarren and (as alternate for Jeff Evans ) Gloria Grosso.  
Fr. John, Rev. Audrey and Ben Wallis, our Seminarian, will also attend.   Come to the Adult Forum at 9:15 
a.m. on Sunday, January 29th to discuss with our Delegates the work of our Diocesan Convention .  

 

The Life and Work of Hildreth Meiere  ð An Illustrated Presentation - January 29 th  

On Sunday, January 29th at 3:00 p.m.,  come to our church to hear about the wonderful, bu t little -known, 
career of Hildreth Meiere, the creator of our reredos painting.  Meiere worked on many renowned buildings, 
including St. Patrickõs Cathedral and Radio City Music Hall.  Refreshments and conversation follow. 

 

2012 Vestry Retreat  

The 2012 Vestry Retreat will take place at Holy Cross Monastery, West Park, NY, on February 3rd to 5 th. Fr. 
John will join t he Wardens and Vestry, including those newly elected on January 22 nd.  
 



 
Open Houses 

 Thursday, January 5th ~ 10:00 ð 11:30 a.m.  
Saturday, January 7th ~ 10:00 ð 11:30 a.m.  

Monday, January 9th ~ 7:30 ð 9:00 p.m.  
All welcome.  

St. Jamesõ Church members receive priority registration.  
 For more information, contact Sarah Eggleston:  973 -744-0105 

  

____________________________________  

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING 
 

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF  
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UPPER MONTCLAIR, NJ  

WILL BE HELD ON  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22nd, 2012  

AT 10: 30 A.M. IN THE PARISH HALL  

AT 581  VALLEY ROAD, UPPER MONTCLAIR 

TO CONDUCT ELECTIONS  

AND OTHER BUSINESS THAT 

IS BROUGHT BEFORE THE PARISH.  

ALL PARISHIONERS IN GOOD STANDING ARE INVITED  

AND ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND AND VOTE.  

________________________________________  
 

Our Annual Parish Meeting on Sunday, January 22 nd  
ð following the 9:15 a.m. Service of Holy Eucharist  

Our Annual Parish Meeting provides a unique opportunity for us to gather and share our ideas about the life 
and ministries of our Parish in 2011.  As the gathering for election of our new Junior Warden, our new Vestry 
members and our Parishõs delegates to Diocesan Convention, our Annual meeting is the only meeting of our 
Parish that the Canons of the Episcopal Church require.  

 

Leaders of our Parish will present our budget and plans for the coming year.  The Rector and retiring Senior 
Warden report on the state of our Parish , which is open for reflection and discussion.  All parishioners are 
strongly encouraged to attend, vote and take part in our conversation about who we are called to be as a 
òChrist-centered community.ó 

 


