Description of Worship Opportunities at Prince of Peace
Here at Prince of Peace, we offer two distinct approaches to our worship services: a structured, traditional worship style and a more youth-oriented form of worship.

Several years ago, our lay leaders and staff developed an intentional strategy to reach out to the children and youth of our community and our current church council continues to endorse this strategy. 
We discovered that there is a large population of young families in the two zip codes that are closest to our property.  If we are to be faithful to the “great commission,” which speaks to us of reaching out, we have to take advantage of the opportunities available with this demographic group.  We have known from the beginning that we had to be intentional about such a goal.  We also knew that this strategy would require sacrifice on the part of our members—the sacrifice of changing the familiar times of worship to two prime-time opportunities.  As a result, we moved to offering worship services to 9:15am and 10:45am.

The 9:15am early service is intended primarily to serve members, friends and guests who prefer a traditional Lutheran form of worship.  The liturgy is taken from the Evangelical Worship and other works often used in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  We frequently include a modern hymn or spiritual song for the sake of exposure to new music.  The Psalms, written for Old Testament believers, urge their participants to “sing a new song.”  

We chose to make the 10:45am later service an experience in music and form that would appeal to our youth and children.  We also include traditional hymns so that our youth have that exposure.  Unfortunately, our denomination, along with most mainline churches, has been loosing our young population after they are confirmed for the past ten years. 
I am proud to be part of a community that says “enough!”  We need to do our best to keep our youth for Christ and for his church.  We are prepared to sacrifice preferred style for the sake of the youth of our day.  People are more important than personal preference.

To quote Martin Luther, “Why should the Devil have all the good music?”  Luther had the same issue in his day.  He took the popular music of his time and brought it into the church.  He knew that the popular music of the day speaks to the hearts of young people in every generation.  It is important that we understand the purpose of our actions.

We are happy to report that the attendance of our children and youth has increased over the past two years.  We are also pleased to observe that our children and youth are singing the songs with great enthusiasm and with a sense of connection to the congregation.
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