


Have Lunch with a Whiffenpoof 
The very first Bicentennial event of the season will be an All-

Parish Picnic on Sept. 25. This will be an outdoor event where
everyone in the parish of all ages can enjoy a special catered lunch,
as well as a preview by the talented young singers of the concert to
come that evening. Come and start the celebration of the St.
Matthew’s Bicentennial and enjoy an afternoon of special food,
music and friendship that starts at 1 p.m.

A Wednesday Welcome! 
Every Wednesday throughout the program year, a group of St.

Matthew’s parishioners gathers to worship, to offer prayers, and to
study Holy Scripture together. We are young and not-so young,
male and female, churched and not-so-churched. We’ve read the
Bible since childhood, or have only just cracked its pages for the
first time. We come with individual points of view and a collective
desire to grow. We come every week or when we can. We just
come. And we’d like you to come too. Worship begins at 10 a.m.;
Bible Study follows in the Vestry Room at about 10:45. You’ll be
on your way strengthened by the Spirit by noon. Not a bad way to
spend a morning! Our Wednesday service of Eucharist continues
every Wednesday, and Bible Study afterwards resumes Sept. 15.

Blessing of the Pets
On Sun. Oct. 3, St. Matthew’s will hold its annual Blessing

of the Pets. Envelopes are included in this issue of the Key for
parishioners to make contributions to remember our furry,
feathered, and scaly friends. Please return the envelopes to the
Parish Office no later than Sept. 30.
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10th Season for Bedford
Chamber Concerts

How time flies when one is listening to great
performances!

With its 2010-2011 season, Bedford Chamber Concerts marks
the tenth anniversary of classical music concerts at St. Matthew's,
led by our incomparable maestro Dr. Anthony Newman. To
celebrate, this season’s program features some of the greatest
concertos and other wonderful compositions featuring solo
instruments. Each concert will be built around a featured
instrument — violin, flute, piano, etc. — accompanied by the
Bedford Chamber Ensemble and Dr. Newman. Two acclaimed
soloists will handle the duties at each concert, including many
well loved performers from earlier seasons such as James Wilson,
Danielle Farina, Sean Lee, Yoon Kwon and Eugenia Zuckerman.
Here's an outline of this season’s programming.

Oct. 27: Cello – Haydn’s two cello concertos plus cello
sonatas by Beethoven and our own Anthony Newman

Nov. 17: Viola – Bach’s Brandenburg Concerto no. 6, the
Symphonia Concertante by Mozart, and the viola sonata by
Hummel

Dec. 15: Violin – For our Holiday Gala, Beethoven’s Violin
Concerto in D and Vivaldi’s Four Seasons

Mar. 23 – Matthew Cameron returns with an evening of
music for solo piano by Franz Liszt

Apr. 13: Flute – Concertos for flute by Mozart and C.P.E.
Bach and other pieces for the instrument

May 11: Piano – For our grand finale, piano concertos by
Mozart and other great music featuring the piano

Don’t miss this concert season. To reserve subscriptions for
the season concert series or for tickets to individual concerts, look
for copies of the season concert circular in the Parish House entry
hallway or phone Bedford Chamber Concerts at 914-522-5150.
And something brand new this season: Maestro Newman and
the Music Committee are featuring a new concert, in addition to
the subscription series, designed especially for families with
school-aged children. The date is Sat., Apr. 9 at 4 p.m. This
concert will be designed for fun and the delight of children’s
appreciation of music, so mark your calendars and watch for
concert information in February and March.

Collegiate A Cappella At 
St. Matthew’s:
The 2010 Bicentennial College
Jamboree

On Sept 25, the foremost a cappella groups from Cornell,
Middlebury, Trinity and Yale will perform for St. Matthew’s for a
Bicentennial College Jamboree. Cornell’s Cayuga’s Waiters,
Middlebury’s Dissipated Eight, the Trinity Pipes and the Yale
Whiffenpoofs will all perform in the Fellowship Room from 5 - 7
p.m. in a performance that is sure to entertain and perhaps even take
you back to your years as an undergrad.

Each of these groups represents the best of a cappella on their
respective campuses, but the Yale Whiffenpoofs hold the distinction
of being the nation’s oldest and most fabled collegiate a cappella
group. Among their past audiences were Mother Teresa, the Dalai
Lama, Saturday Night Live and the White House (both the one on
Pennsylvania Avenue and the one on Aaron Sorkin’s “The West
Wing”).

The St. Matthew’s Bicentennial College Jamboree will be the
first public performance of the year for each of these groups, as well
as the very first performance of the seniors-only 2011
Whiffenpoofs.

For more details on this special Bicentennial event, please email
CollegeJamboree@gmail.com, or call 914-522-5150 for
information on how to purchase tickets.

The Yale Whiffenpoofs were founded in 1909 as a quartet (with one
alternate) after a spirited night of singing at Mory’s Temple Bar. Over a
century later, they still perform there Monday nights.



Confirmation Dates
Below is a list of dates for the Confirmation Class of 2011. This

is sure to be a fun and educational year.  Please make certain you are
a part of these events by marking you calendar today!

(Pre-Session) Introduction, Sept. 19, 11:15 a.m.
Retreat at Camp Washington, Sept. 25 - 26 (overnight)
(Session 1) The Bible, Oct. 12, 7-8:30 p.m. 
(Session 2) Ethics, Nov. 9, 7-8:30 p.m. 
St. Nicholas Sunday Preparation, December
(Session 3) Inter-faith dialogue, Jan. 11, 7-8:30 p.m. 
(Session 4) The Trinity, Feb. 8, 7-8:30 p.m. 
(Session 5) The Creed, Mar. 8, 7-8:30 p.m. 
(Session 6) Sermon Sunday Preparation, Apr. 12, 7-8:30 p.m. 
Tenebrae, Apr. 20 (evening)
Trip to NYC, May 22 (Sunday afternoon)
Confirmation Date TBA (normally the first Sunday of June)

St. Matthew’s in the Fall:
Vibrant, Activity-Filled 
and Exciting

From the quiet days of summer, St. Matthew’s bursts forth with
activity in September. Our regular schedule of 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
services returns on Sept. 12 and the same day our bustling Church
School resumes. Don’t forget that the 8 a.m. service in September
will be held in the Chapel-in-the-Woods, weather permitting.

The 10 a.m. service on Sept. 12 will also be “Welcome Sunday,”
when everyone is asked to wear their nametag at Coffee Hour, greet
new members and renew old friendships. On Wed., Sept. 15, our
popular and thought-provoking Wednesday Eucharist and Bible
Study programs start again under the leadership of Susan Wyper.

And that’s just the start. Also beginning on Sept. 12 will be a
new five-week Adult Education Theology Reflections class led by
Danny Lennox on the complex mystery of the Trinity. That same
day, our sister church, St. Mary’s, will be holding a 5:30 p.m. service
with the Rev. Paul Alcorn, pastor of Bedford Presbyterian Church
speaking. 

In September, our new St. Matthew’s School opens its doors for
the first time … we welcome an entirely new Confirmation Class
and the resumption of our Men’s Breakfasts, on Sat., Sept. 18; and
just ahead, in October, the first of our Bedford Concert Series.

Then, at the end of September, we begin our exciting
Bicentennial celebration with a College Jamboree concert on Sept.
25, featuring the foremost college a cappella groups. See below for
all the dates of our 200th party… make sure you make your
reservations soon!

Adult Education: 
Exploring the Trinity

This September we kick off our Adult Education Theology
Reflections with a bang: The Trinity. In this five week series we will
delve into the complex mystery of the Trinity—grappling with ideas
such as 1+1+1=1. All are welcome. This program begins on Sept.
12. We will meet in the Conference Room after the 10 a.m.
service.Confirmation Date TBA (Normally the first Sunday of June)

Church School Begins Sept. 12!
Each September heralds many “new beginnings” for our

children– school, sports, dance classes, scouts, parties and many
other activities. But don’t forget their spiritual growth. Regular
attendance in St. Matthew’s Church School provides a very solid
foundation in understanding the Bible, our beliefs and our traditions.
Pre-kindergarten (3 year olds), kindergarten and 1st grade meet as a
class during the entire 10 a.m. service. Children have their own
worship service including a sermon (more like a story telling) about
characters in the Old Testament, stories about Jesus’ life and
teachings, seasons of the Church calendar and more. An arts and
crafts project is used to reinforce the message of the sermon. Juice
and a snack are served. Please drop your children off with their
teachers in their classrooms in the basement of the Parish House
shortly before 10 a.m. and pick them up at 11:15 a.m. Parents are
welcome to attend the Children’s Service.

2nd grade through 7th grade classes attend church with their
parents for the first part of the 10 a.m. service. After the first verse
of the Church School recessional, they follow the Junior Crucifers
out of the church and go to their classrooms. Lessons are taught on
the Bible (both Old and New Testaments), our Church history and
seasons of the Church calendar. For 2nd through 4th grades, arts
and crafts still play a major role in class. For 5th through 7th grades
the class work becomes a bit more studious – but our teachers do
know how to make it entertaining and enjoyable. Juice and snacks
are also supplied.

All children also learn about and practice “outreach” to help
others in need and “stewardship” in the care of our wonderful St.
Matthew’s Church. Music is a part of each class, and children learn
songs for occasional performances before the entire congregation.

The Church School brochure, mailed in August, contains more
information. Copies are also available in the Parish House.

Linda de Menocal, Church School Director

Church School’s Presentation for
the Bicentennial

On Sun., Oct. 17, the Church School will perform their
Tableaux Vivants encompassing St. Matthew’s past 200 years as a
parish. Each grade will participate. The performance will take
place at the 10 a.m. service. This special performance will require
some rehearsals throughout September and October. Hopefully,
most rehearsals will be encompassed within the Church School
hour. Possibly, as we get closer, we may ask your children to stay
after Church School for 15 to 30 minutes. Please bear with us —
we know the performance will be worth it!

A Celebration Book
In celebration of the Bicentennial, a book of some of the most

beautiful photographs of St. Matthew’s and its important traditions
is being printed and will be available for sale after Thanksgiving
and in time for Christmas. This book will be a once-in-a-lifetime
photographic journal of a special place to all of us.

Trail Walk, Oct. 16
One of the great treasures we have here at St. Matthew’s

is our wonderful glebe land and paths through the woods.
Mark your calendar for the Fall Trail Walk, to be held Oct.
16 from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. This is a great chance to not
only meet some fellow parishioners and get a little exercise,
but also to learn more about the different variety of
footpaths that exist on our property.
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A Bicentennial Album 2004—2010
In 2002 Terry proposed his vision of celebrating the bicentennial of St.

Matthew’s  founding with a multi-year series of events to recognize and honor
our history.  These events brought joy, knowledge and a sense of place and time
to all of us.  We have undertaken projects to prepare St. Matthew’s for its third
century by preserving and safeguarding our historic records. 

Join us for the finale of our bicentennial series this fall, culminating with the
anniversary celebration the weekend of October 16th and 17th, 2010.

Mary Farley and Roger Vincent
Co-Chairs

2004—An 1804 Service
On a beautiful fall day, virtually the entire

parish dressed in early 19th century garb to
recreate a service at St. Matthew’s in the year the
Glebe was acquired, complete with Revolutionary
soldiers and horses and carriages

2004 and 2006 — 
Historic Lectures

John Jay scholar and biographer Walter Stahr spoke
on Jay's faith.  During a celebration of our art and
architecture, chaired by Virginia Maybank and Douglas
Schimmel, Virginia Thors shared her research on our
treasures while tours of our buildings and grounds
brought us a new appreciation of them.  This included
the parish participating in the rededication of the
Bedford Cross on a sunny Sunday morning.
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A Bicentennial Album 2004—2010

Preserving Our
Archives

Patrick Brennan and Chris
Farrell have supervised the
building of a dedicated room for
storage of archival materials.
Under the leadership of Virginia
Maybank, a team will be
cataloguing and storing the
materials for safekeeping and to
prevent deterioration.

2005—An Evening with
the Jay Family

We presented an original play based on
“Selected Letters of John Jay and Sarah Livingston
Jay,” edited in part by Landa Freeman. Adele Talty
and Terry played the roles of Sally and John Jay,
providing us a glimpse of life in Bedford and
beyond in the early 19th century. Parishioners Had
Talbot, Kurt Harrison, John Belknap, Leslie Scott,
Kimberly Morella, Polly Winans Finn and
Matthew McGarr portrayed later generations of
Jays. Rink Reynders and John Stockbridge adapted
the script and directed.

Digitizing Churchyard
Records

The Churchyard Committee, with Candy
Borner leading, is transforming the
Churchyard records from handwritten cards
to a computerized database to ensure record
protection and facilitate access.

2008—Family Harvest
Fair

A fall celebration in the spirit of a
1910 county fair appealed to all ages. With
food, festivities and fiddle music, it was good
old-fashioned fun. Co-chaired by Holly and
Scott Brown, Whitney and Lee Brown and
Alicia and Matthew Fox.
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Family Eucharist: An Exploration
of the Importance of Family
Communion 

Join us in the Fellowship Room at 4 p.m. on Oct. 3 for an
exploration of a Family Eucharist. During this time we will explore
the importance of receiving Holy Communion, Jesus’ last meal with
His friends, as a family. We will examine the basic theology and the
liturgical importance of breaking bread together while surrounded
by children and babies as well as grandparents, mothers and fathers.
All families are encouraged to attend this special event and
celebration of Holy Communion. Bring your kids and your thinking
caps as we unpack a sacred meal and enjoy it together. Please bring
a light entree or dessert. Questions, contact
dlennox@stmatthewsbedford.org

Danny’s Busy Summer
Throughout the latter part of July, Danny Lennox worked as

Chaplain and Athletic Director at the St. Thomas Girls Chorister
Course in Manhattan. The program gathers young choristers from
around the United States. The program this year was a tremendous
success, capped by the choristers singing Sunday Eucharist with the
Men’s Choir of St. Thomas. Throughout August, Danny assisted at
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Brewster. This beautiful little
parish is between priests and Danny offered his help by officiating
and preaching at their Saturday evening service.

St. Mary’s Service, Sept. 12 – 5:30 p.m.

Pastor Paul Alcorn Speaking
Beautiful and historic St. Mary’s Church

(officially part of the St. Matthew’s family, by
the way) will hold its first service of the fall, on
Sun., Sept. 12 at 5:30 p.m. with the Rev. Paul
Alcorn speaking.

Since 1989, Rev. Alcorn has been Pastor at
the Bedford Presbyterian Church, a congregation
known for its programs for children and youth.
His ministry has focused on high school and
college-aged youth by offering them opportunities to learn by
repairing homes in Appalachia and building homes in
Nicaragua. Rev. Alcorn has served on community boards
including the Board of Education for the Bedford Central
Schools, Bridges to Community for international community
development and service learning, and the Emergency Shelter.
Partnership, helping those in need in our communities during the
coldest five months of the year.

St. Mary’s, located at the junction of Hickory Kingdom and
Middle Patent roads, will feature the Rabbi Leonard Schoolman,
Director of the Center for Religious Inquiry, at its next service
on Oct. 3.

Abbott House Mentors Needed
Abbott House, located near the intersection of Route 22 and

Route 172 in Bedford, is a group home for orphaned, abandoned,
neglected or abused boys. There are approximately 10 male youths
between the ages of 12 and 18 living there who are wards of
Westchester Country. I have been mentoring a young man from
Abbott House for the past year and have found it to be a very
rewarding experience. Many of the other young residents are eager
to have a mentor and have asked me to help them locate one. If you
would like to learn more about the program, please visit the Abbott
House website at www.abbotthouse.net or call me, Caroline Walker,
at 234-6087. To apply to become a mentor, you should contact Jack
Toone, Jr., Mentor and Volunteer Coordinator, Abbott House, 100
North Broadway, Irvington, NY 10533, whose email is
jtoone@abbotthouse.net or phone (914) 591-7300 x3090.

Caroline Walker

Reaching Out: Faith and
Friendship at the Bedford Hills
Correctional Facility

Just in our own neighborhood, we have an outstanding outreach
opportunity – at the maximum security women’s prison in Bedford
Hills. Many at St. Matthews have been involved in a ministry that
reaches out to women in the prison. Over the last year we have
paired women of St. Matthew’s with women in the prison as a way
to create relationship. Many of these pairings have blossomed and
become amazing reflections of the Christian life. If you are
interested in participating in this powerful ministry contact Danny
Lennox at dlennox@stmatthewsbedford.org

Clara C. Morse
On the back right hand wall of St. Matthew’s sanctuary sits a

metal on wood plaque which reads:
IN LOVING MEMORY OF MY MOTHER

CLARA C. MORSE
BORN: FEBRUARY 29TH 1860

DIED: JUNE 17TH 1924
Church records reveal nothing about
who was Clara Morse, or who might have been the son or daughter
who memorialized her. A little sleuthing uncovers a small death
notice in the June 12, 1923 New York Times. “MORSE—On
Saturday night, June 9 at Pittsfield, Mass. Edward Lind Morse, son
of the late Samuel Finley Breese Morse, and husband of Clara C.
Morse. Funeral private. Kindly omit flowers.” Digging back further,
we find an 1899 wedding announcement for Edward Lind Morse
and Mrs. Clara Croxson Lounsbery. The wedding took place at the
Church of the Ascension in New York City and was performed by
the Rev. Lea Luquer of Bedford, New York.

In 1880, Clara Croxson had married Mr. James Lounsbery. She
was 20 years old, and he a widower. They had two children, Clara
and James, Jr.

In 1897, James, Sr. died in Bedford, and was eulogized as being
“one of the best citizens of the Town of Bedford.” As reported in the
April edition of “The Key,” James was the middle brother to
Richard and Henry Lounsbery, both Vestrymen of St. Matthew’s.
In her new marriage Clara and Edward Lind Morse lived in
Manhattan and summered in Stockbridge, Mass., where he was part
of a well-known colony of artists. In addition to being married to an
artist, Clara was now related through marriage to the late Samuel
F.B. Morse, attributed to be the inventor of the telegraph, and for
whom the Morse Code was named.

It is likely, but speculative that the memorial plaque in our
sanctuary was the gift of James Lounsbery, Jr.

John Stockbridge

Parishioners 
sharing a service
with Danny at
Chapel-in-the-
Woods
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