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From the Rector

Getting Wet This Summer

f you are ever in certain parts of
the Philippines on June 24, you

will want to carry an umbrella. Or
perhaps you’ll want to be wearing a
bathing suit. In any event, you’ll want
to be aware that on June 24, the Na-
tivity of St. John the Baptist, you
might very well get water thrown on
you. Buckets of water, hoses of wa-
ter, balloons of water, squirt guns of
water—all make an appearance in
what sounds like a wonderfully play-
ful way of celebrating St. John the
Baptist since, according to scripture,
John baptized many and even got
Jesus wet.

We have gotten wet a lot in church
during the month of May. This year,
in particular, we have had a number
of baptisms. At All Souls, not only
does the baptized person get wet, but
after the baptism, the priest sprinkles
the whole congregation with holy
water. In the prayer of thanksgiving
over the water we thank God for the
water of baptism, “In it we are bur-
ied with Christ in his death. By it we
share in his resurrection. Through it
we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.”
(Book of Common Prayer, page 306)

I

We share baptismal water as we bap-
tize infants, children, and adults.
More seasoned parishioners some-
times observe that once a child is bap-
tized, the family seems to disappear.
But this happens far less frequently
than some might imagine. The young
families I know make tremendous
efforts to come to church, though they
balance careers, parents in other cit-
ies, weddings of friends and family,
and the occasional time away to get
reacquainted with one another. We
get the whole family wet at the time
of baptism, and such experiences
make a big difference in the life of the
one baptized and in the life of the
entire family.

Baptism is just the beginning, of
course. As we live out our faith, we
also share baptismal water in other
ways. We share it symbolically by in-
viting them to church, bringing them
to a program or mission of the church,
or simply sharing our faith in some
way. We make a strong witness to our
baptismal identity when we serve in
a leadership role at church, when we
volunteer, and when we contribute
financially. These various ways in
which we live out our baptism drip
with faithfulness as they help the
church make a splash in the world.

All right, I know I’ve gotten carried
away with the metaphors, but I hope
you get my point, that baptism may
seem like only the beginning, but re-
ally, it continues to be spread and
lived out our whole lives. I hope that,
wherever we may be, some of us get
splashed on St. John’s Day and con-
tinue celebrating our baptisms and
sharing the water with others
throughout the whole summer.

John Beddingfield

“Baptism
is just

the beginning,....
”

In this issue
Getting Wet This Summer—From the Rector 1
CREDO Conference—With our Rector 2
Summer Obligations—From the Treasurer 2
Annual Parish Picnic—June 7 2
Election Results 3
Surfer Girl—From the Senior Warden 4
All Souls at the Pride Festival 4

A Busy Spring—From the Junior Warden 5
Recital: The Song Club of Washington 5
You Can Still Join  A Foyer Dinner Group 6
EMF on June 3 6
The Parish Register 6
Next Issue Copy Deadline 6
June/July/August Calendars 7–9

Baptism Dates 10
Ingathering Sunday 11

The Message is published every two months except
for a June/July/August issue and a single issue in
September.



2 All Souls Memorial Episcopal Church

rom June 12 through June 22
Father Beddingfield will par-

ticipate in the CREDO conference at
Bishop’s Ranch Conference Center in
Healdsburg, California. The confer-
ence provides clergy with the means
to explore and deepen in four pri-
mary areas: spiritual, physical, voca-
tional, and financial. Participants are
selected at random from all active
clergy with more than one year in the
Pension Fund and the Fund pays for
most of the cost.

Father Beddingfield will join approxi-
mately 30 other clergy (including
former parishioner, now priest, Fa-
ther Dan Gross) in the conference.
During their time, participants will

With Our Rector

Father Beddingfield to Attend CREDO Conference

F

meet in plenary sessions, small
groups, and private consultations
with faculty members.

For the several months leading up to
the conference, Father Beddingfield
has been working through the pre-
conference materials and surveys that

focus on personal and professional
wellness. Some parishioners have
been involved in the surveys as well.
Through this discernment and vision-
ing process, and with the help of a
faculty team of professionals, each
participant builds a CREDO plan,
which is a personal covenant based
on his or her CREDO work and a for-
mal expression of the experiences.
This plan provides a personal
baseline and strategy for growth and
faithfulness into the future.

inter is over, spring is at its
height, and many of us are

thinking about
and/or planning
our summer get-
away. We like to
move at a slower
pace in the sum-
mer—relax in the
sun, and recharge
our bodies and
souls. One thing
that doesn’t slow
down or relax in
the summer is
church expenses.
We still pay for
staff, utilities, of-
fice supplies,
building mainte-
nance, etc. In this
time of economic

From the Treasurer

Summer Obligations

W

From Our Fellowship Ministry

The All Souls Parish Picnic

Join usoin usoin usoin usoin us
at theat theat theat theat the

Annual ParishAnnual ParishAnnual ParishAnnual ParishAnnual Parish
PicnicPicnicPicnicPicnicPicnic

Sunday, June 7, 2009,
4–7 p.m.

Grove 10, Rock Creek Park

Check “The Weekly”
for more information

closer to the date.

“One thing
that doesn’t

slow down or relax
in the summer

is church expenses.
”

upheaval, you, the parishioners of All
Souls, have continued to be strong in

your financial sup-
port. When doing
your checklist be-
fore leaving for
your vacation or
long weekends, I
would ask that
you please add
“pay pledge to All
Souls” to the list. If
you can pay your
pledge before go-
ing away, you will
help ensure that
All Souls stays in
good shape finan-
cially. Thank you
and have a great
summer!

Larry Sturgeon
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he Annual Meeting of All Souls
Parish was held following wor-
ship on Sunday, May 17, 2009.

The by-laws of the parish stipulate
that,

“The first business after the adoption
of the permanent roll shall be the elec-
tion of Wardens and of general mem-
bers of the Vestry...”

The Nominating Committee pre-
sented a slate of four nominees for
general member, one for Junior War-
den, and one for Senior Warden from
which the following were elected.
Please congratulate them.

Casting Our Votes

Election Results from the Annual Parish Meeting

Stephen Rhody
(3-year term until May 2012)

Sally MacDonald
(1-year term until May 2010)

SENIOR WARDEN JUNIOR WARDEN

Nancye Suggs
(2-year term until 2011)

NEW GENERAL MEMBERS OF THE VESTRY

CONTINUING GENERAL MEMBERS OF THE VESTRY
(with term until May of the listed year)

Marcia Anderson (2010)
Frank Karel (2010)
Bill Miller (2011)

Bob Publicover (2011)
Jim Solomon (2011)

DIOCESAN CONVENTION DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES
(awaiting confirmation and with a one-year term)

Delegates: Susan Morrison, Heidi Rasciner
Alternates: Will Coley, Stefan Lopatkiewicz

T

Dale Lewis
(1-year term until 2010)

Stuart Edwards
(3-year term until May 2012)

Eugenio Sexton
(3-year term until May 2012)

Standing againParish Meeting Reports
Hard copies of all reports given
at the Parish Meeting will be
available in the undercroft on
Sunday, May 24, and by request
from the church office. These
reports include the Senior and
Junior Wardens’ Reports, the
Treasurer’s Report, and the En-
dowment Board Report.
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From the Senior Warden

Surfer Girl

or as long as I can remember I
have love, love, LOVED the wa-

ter, from bathtub to pool to ocean. I
began swimming lessons at age 3 at
the old YWCA at 17th & K Sts., N.W. I
was a natural—buoyant, graceful and
fearless. On the weekends, my Dad
would always take us to the movies.
No megaplexes, we went to the old
Palace Theater on F Street in down-
town Washington, which was like
Radio City only on a bit smaller scale.
I really liked musicals, especially the
Esther Williams movies. I could pic-
ture myself rising out of the water on
a platform in a beautiful swimsuit
with flowers braided in my hair and
a crown of sparklers going off.**
WOW!  As a teenager, I was in love
with the idea of surfing. Yes, this from
the girl who never quite mastered
roller skates and a two-wheel bike;
the girl who couldn’t walk and chew
gum at the same time dreamed of
riding huge waves on a surfboard,
waving to friends on the beach who
had their transistor radios blasting
The Beach Boys and Jan and Dean.
This romantic notion led me to decide
to go to college in California. What a
plan—I saw myself in one of the
“Beach Blanket” movies with Frankie
and Annette. Plan B was to go to
Florida and waterski at Cypress Gar-
dens. There is a theme developing
here: my ideas and dreams were al-
ways totally impractical.

F
“I could

see myself
in one of the

“Beach Blanket”
movies...

”

Life intervened. I never made it to
California and I never learned to surf.
I continued to love the water and to
look forward to my annual vacation
at my beloved beach. I took to watch-
ing synchronized swimming during
the Summer Olympics (ballet in the
water—another WOW). Along with
all of you, I have landed squarely and
firmly in the 21st century, where be-
ing a “surfer girl” has taken on a
whole new meaning. Now, while I
sing along to the Beach Boys on the
oldies station, I “surf the ‘net”.” I’m
not real good at it, it surely doesn’t
come naturally like swimming did,

and I can’t say that I really enjoy it,
but here we are and we learn to use
the tools we have at hand. I can email
family and friends and have been
known to find my way to Amazon
and QVC.com. The good news about
surfing the ‘net is that you can’t fall
and break anything. The bad news is
that it’s a little too easy to express
yourself before editing your thoughts
(especially if  you’re in a pique about
something or other). Once it’s out
there , you can’t get it  back and fix it.
No, I don’t have a facebook page or a
blog and I don’t know anything about
“Twittering.” But at the age of 65, I
got one of my wishes: I became a
“Surfer Girl”—sort of.

As we approach vacation time, I’m
looking forward to returning to my
beloved beach. My hope is that each
of you will enjoy some vacation time
in a special place that you love and
that renews your spirit—and that you
will return refreshed and ready for
what lies ahead.

One more thing—I’m taking up wa-
ter aerobics!  Blessings.

Nancye Suggs

** Get Netflix to send you “Million Dollar
Mermaid” and/or “Neptune’s Daugh-
ter”—then you’ll understand my dream
of rising out of the pool with sparklers!

Beyond the Pews

All Souls at the Pride Festival

A ll Souls will be participating in
the Gay Pride Parade Saturday

evening, June 13th. We will be part
of a sizable Episcopal contingent
which will include Bishop Chane.
We’re working on plans for dinner

and drinks after the parade. We’ll also
assist with staffing the Diocesan
booth at the Pride Festival on Sunday,
June 14th. Please save time on your
calendar for both of these events. As
our plans come together, there will

be more information in the weekly
bulletin. For questions or suggestions,
please contact Dale Lewis at
dalealewis@aol.com or 703/960-3502.

Dale Lewis
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The Complete Songs of Henri Duparc

t’s been a busy couple of months!
Let me bring you up to date on

where we are with several building
and grounds related things.

My thanks to everyone who has been
turning in the Problem? sheets that are
on the welcome table and the kiosk
in the undercroft. We’ve gotten some
problems you’ve identified fixed and
we’re still working on others. Please
keep the Problem? sheets coming—the
way we make All Souls better/
cleaner/more appealing is to keep
working at it!

Our gardens were spectacular at Eas-
ter and only seem to be getting bet-
ter. Neighbors and passersby
frequently compliment us on the gar-
dens in the context of what our gar-
dens do for the overall appearance of
the neighborhood. Aside from look-
ing like a million bucks, our gardens
are sending the right message about
the kind of neighbor and the kind of
church that we are. If you haven’t
taken time to thank one of our gar-
deners, please do!

In the next few weeks, ALL SOULS ARE

GREEN, our new team focusing on All
Souls energy efficiency and environ-
mental footprint, is going to do an

From the Junior Warden

A Busy Spring

I

initial inventory of what we need for
easy, near-term energy savings (CFL

bulbs, aerating faucet nozzles,
weather stripping.) We’ll be asking
for volunteers on a Saturday early-
June to do the installation. We’re go-
ing to be tracking our energy and
water usage and we’re expecting real
improvements. There’s also a fair
probability that the District of Colum-
bia Department of the Environment
Energy Office will get Federal stimu-
lus money which could fund a free
energy audit of the church—we’re
staying in touch with them.

With respect to handicap accessibil-
ity, I’ve sent an initial statement of
work to our architect Marc Fetterman
as a basis for a contract with him. We
will contract with him to spend time
with a number of groups within All
Souls as well as meet with the entire
congregation. In the course of those
meetings, he will do two revised
drawings of the accessibility project
as both he and we as a community
better understand what we want in
the handicap accessibility project. Fi-
nally, the contract with Marc will al-
low for him to provide final detailed
plans and a detailed estimate of cost
to allow us to go forward with fund
raising and obtaining bids for con-
struction. In the next few weeks,
Building Committee members will be
visiting St. Alban’s with Marc to get a
firsthand look at their handicap ac-
cessibility instantiation. More to fol-
low.

Let me close with an invitation for
your involvement—if gardening, All
Souls are Green, or handicap accessi-
bility sound interesting to you, catch
me at coffee hour, drop me a note at
DALEALEWIS@aol.com , or call me at
(703)960-3502.

Dale Lewis

“It’s been
a busy couple
of months!

”

n June 13 at 8 p.m. at All Souls, the Song Club of
Washington (Cara Rogers Gonzalez, soprano; Jessi
Baden-Campbell, mezzo-soprano; James Rogers, bari-
tone; and Amy Gleason, piano) presents a group re-
cital, “The Former Life: The Complete Songs of Henri
Duparc.”  Duparc (1848–1933), a notorious perfec-
tionist, burned or retracted most of his compositions

and quit writing music altogether at the age of 37. Of
his surviving works, the seventeen songs— brood-
ing and sensual, luminous and passionate by turns—
remain the most celebrated. Join us in an exploration
of these monuments of vocal art.
Tickets are $10. Information is available from
James Rogers, 202/441-9891 or jr@3stags.com

O

Recital on Saturday, June 13, 2009

The Song Club of Washington presents
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It’s Not Too Late!

You Can Still Join A Foyer Dinner Group

re you a “Soul” who forgot to
sign up for the All Souls Foyer
Dinner Program?

Any time is a good
time to join a Foyer
Dinner group,
even though some
dinner groups
have already be-
gun to meet. (Some
are planning their
third dinners.) The
captains report
that there is always
room at the table
for more.

Just because you
forgot to fill out a
form does not mean that you are shut
out for the year. Becoming a member

A of a foyer dinner group is a great way
to meet other members of All Souls.
As we know too well, all souls love

to eat, and this is a
great program to
achieve that goal,
and to introduce
yourself to your
fellow parishio-
ners. Be sure to fill
out a form and put
it in the basket in
the Undercroft.

If you’d like more
information, con-
tact Kathleen
Scholl
(kkscholl@aol.com,
202/244-2297)

or Butch Bradburn
(barrybutch@aol.com, 703/525-0262).

Kathleen Scholl

From the Membership Secretary

The Parish Register (as of May 20, 2009)

Baptisms
April 11, 2009

Laura Elizabeth Woodall

April 26, 2009
James Canon Montgomery

May 10, 2009
William Austin McAllister

May 17, 2009
William Henry Robinson Wadsworth

Burials, Interments & Memorials
None

Confirmations & Receptions
None

Marriages & Blessings
None

Reaffirmations*
Paige Plissner
Sarah Plissner
Joseph Rajnic
Ronald Ross
Laura Woodall

Transfers In
None

Transfers Out
March 3, 2009
Donald Harrell
March 3, 2009
David Lasher
Larry Pennington

Copy deadline for articles for the September 2009 issue of The Message is July 26, 2009

Please have your articles in George Barnum’s hands by that date. Electronic submission preferred at

message.allsoulsdc@gmail.com. Call George with story ideas, questions, and comments at 202/986-2998.

* This category includes new members
who join by providing the required
information, and existing members
who provide missing information, pri-
marily a baptism date. The names
listed are from April through early
May of this year.

“Becoming a member
of a foyer dinner

group is a great way
to meet other members

of All Souls.
”

n June 3 the Episcopal Men’s Fel-
lowship will meet in the under-

croft at 7p.m. to have a manly evening
of checking out the physical plant of
the church, guided by Junior Warden
Dale Lewis. We will have a before-
dinner tour of the outside of the
church and Dale will lead a post-din-
ner discussion and brief tour of our
interior situation, with Tom Simchak
discussing the church’s green initia-
tives. Dinner and drinks for a low, low
price of $15.

Ike Brannon

Episcopal Men’s Fellowship

June Meeting & Tour

O
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From the Membership Database

Baptism Dates (as of May 7, 2009)

July
  1 Scout Bowman

Cynthia Powell
Rachel Shinbur
Senta Speight
Lisa Watson

  5 Daiva Kasteckaite
  6 Dennis Kivlighan
  8 Roy Woodall
10 Fred Hadeed
15 Landis Vance
16 Ron Carsell

Jerry Fath
Embry Howell

17 Larry Amon
20 Ronald Ross
23 Monica Barreto
25 Lee Kadrich
31 Tim Dill

Honoring the Great Sacrament of Baptism. If your name is missing from this
list and you would like to receive a baptism anniversary card from the church,
or if there is a mistake, please call the parish office at 202-232-4244, and ask
for the membership secretary.

W e thank thee, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death.
By it we share in his Resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.

June
   1 James Bailey

Roi Bernard
Heidi Clark
William Fowlkes
Bryan Powell
Henry Shea
Tom Simchak
Joseph Threadgill
B. J. Warren

  2 John Hall
Larry Suggs

  3 Colin Barnes
Michael Heinl

  4 Chuck Hunter
Sharon Nuskey
Michael Rogers
Audrey Saenz
Arlin Winefordner

  5 Travis Reuther
Peggy Valentino

  8 Betty Ann Beardsworth
Mark Hoffman
James Rogers

  9 Sue Eyman
10 Anton Haines

Sally MacDonald
11 Tony Domenico
12 Alli Bowmen

Paul Carter
Todd Crawford

14 John Maxwell
15 Isabel Cole

Elizabeth McKee
Katherine Nordal

16 Erik Melchers
17 Michael Menne
20 Shawn Strout
22 Chris Crittsinger
23 Miguel Prado
24 Laura Tomes
26 Mary Kivlighan

Eric Petersen
29 Terry Horan
30 James Brady

Vicki Drell
Jeffrey Kahle
Sandra Welch

August
  1 Ike Brannon

Will Coley
David Dawson
Jamie Finch
Julia Gutierrez
Greg Shinbur
Stef Vestal

  4 Robin Jones
  6 Clark Ball
  8 Geno Sexton
  9 Harriet Curry
10 Jan Clayberg

David Tubman
14 David Harrer
15 Julian Saenz
16 Tommy Mottur
17 Randy Beardsworth

Phil Marti
Oscar Prado

18 Chuck Shirkey
21 Gregg Buckley
22 Jim Solomon
24 Joe Croman

Fred Jordan
Carl Uhlig

25 Steve Gough
Stephen Preston

29 Jim Gasser
31 Stefan Lopatkiewicz
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All Souls Church Staff
The Rev. John Beddingfield, rector
The Rev. Christopher Worthley,

adjunct clergy
Isaac Borocz, parish administrator
Philip Cave, director of music  & organist
Harriet Curry, assistant treasurer
Patricia Dresser, Endowment Fund

Board chair
Moises Flores, assistant sexton
Carlos Guerra, sexton emeritus
Barry Huber, membership secretary
Oscar Prado, sexton

The Vestry
Marcia Anderson
Stuart Edwards
Stephen Jacobs, registrar
Frank Karel, III
Sally MacDonald
William Miller
Dale Lewis, junior warden
Robert Publicover
Stephen Rhody
Eugenio Sexton
James Solomon
Larry Sturgeon, treasurer
Nancye Suggs, senior warden

The mission of All Souls Church is to be
a Christ-centered sanctuary where a diverse
community worships and serves. We live
this mission through faithful celebration of
the Eucharist, Christian education, and lov-
ing nurture of both members and neigh-
bors.
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Have a joyful summer!
Ingathering Sunday is September 13—

the first Sunday after Labor Day.


