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Connect the Dots

Remember Connect-the-Dots, the game we played when we
were kids before there were computer games? You would start with
your pencil on number one and then follow the numbers until you
got to the end. Gradually, as your pencil moved from number to
number a picture would begin to emerge. Sometimes, I would get
frustrated because I couldn’t find the next number or, as in the early
years, I didn’t even know what the next number was! How could I
figure out the puzzle and see the final picture if I couldn’t even find
the next number? Sensing my frustration, my dad would often lean
over my shoulder and placing his big hand over my tiny one, he
o . 5 . ' would guide my pencil to the next number and then to the next until
finally I could see the Disney character or the fire truck or the space
ship begin to emerge.

It occurs to me that’s exactly the way things often happen here at Matthew’s Table. We do our best to fig-
ure out the full meaning of day-to-day events and of our ongoing efforts to develop relationships that will result
in producing the image of Christ in people’s lives. We desperately want to see the final picture. Sometimes we
become frustrated because we can’t determine what should happen next. How will we ever be able to say the
words that will bring Gunter to faith in Jesus? What can I do to con-
vince Erika that Jesus can fill the void in her life? How do we best ap-
proach our lonely gay friends with possibility of joy and fulfillment to
be found in the love of Jesus? The more we try in ourselves to figure it
all out, the more frustrated we become!

Then the Lord places his hand over ours and says, “Here, let me
show you the picture I have in mind.” Hannah Whitall Smith said it
better than I: “The guidance of the Spirit is generally by gentle sugges-
tions or drawings, and not in violent pushes; and it requires great child-
likeness of heart to be faithful to it. The secret of being made willing lies in a definite giving up of our will. As soon
as we put our will on to God's side, He immediately takes possession of it and begins to work in us to will and to do of
His good pleasure.”

We wish it could be possible for each of you to visit us and see how the pictures of changed lives are de-
veloping here at Matthew’s Table. Since that may not be practical for everyone, please look at the photos on page
two and try to envision with us how God is connecting the dots in people’s lives through Matthew’s Table. One
thing is completely clear to us, your praying and giving are critical to the process! (* It's a frog!)
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A Photo Essay on how God’s Hand Directs Ours to See the Complete Picture

On the way we decide to spend a
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Here’s the rest of the story: To our knowledge, everyone you see pictured above (other
than Gayle) is still in the process of coming to faith in Jesus. These friends are the reason

e are in Berlin and why your faithful support in prayer and finances is so importarn
We can’t do it without you!




