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I love to watch the waves roll onto the sandτbetter yet I 

love to walk where the sea meets the shore.  I love to stand 
on the edge of a mountain and look out.  I love to stand in 
the valley and look up.  I love Alaska so much because it 
ŦŜŜƭǎ ƭƛƪŜ LΩƳ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǳƴǘƻǳŎƘŜŘτ
maybe the world as it was created to be?I loved the island 
of Iona and of Lindisfarne for similar reasons: I was on the 
edge of not only a country but the edge of something be-

yond what I could see.   Bringing it homeτone of the thrills 
of driving down near Chattanooga on I-24 Χ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ 

cross the state border multiple timesτthree states! Bor-
ders.   Edges.   ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǊŜ-

cently   The beauty, the love, the vision, the miracles, the 
mystery, ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ  ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜ.     

 
LΩŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎ 

happened on the edge.   He called the disciples on the wa-
ǘŜǊΩǎ ŜŘƎŜ.  Just touching the edge of his cloak was enough 
to heal; he dined and walked with people who lived on the 
ŜŘƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƛƴέ ŎǊƻǿŘ.  And he retreated to the edges: 
the mountains and the deserts.  Jesus brought heaven 

closer and left us with the keys to unlock even more doors 
to that   kingdom here on earth.    

 
This summer on the pilgrimage through Northern England 
we walked in the footprints of saintsτof friends who be-
came known for living on the edge.   What if we likewise 

lived on the edge? What if we lived in such a way that the 
ŀƛǊ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ άǘƘƛƴƴŜǊέ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ŀǿŀȅ.    

 
So this year, I invite you to take one more step towards 

Jesus and to come to the edge: 
Get out of the boat and come to the shore; 

Drop your nets and follow the edgiest of edges; 
Stand on the rim and ponder; Straddle the border; 

Reach out towards the hand that is just on the other side. 
Have faith to live on the edge; 

And be the bridge between Heaven and Earth.  
 

Hear Jesus call.  Seriously.  Stop for just a sec.   
Close your eyes.  Breathe.  ά/ƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜ.έ 
LǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

He saw at the water's edge two boats, left there by 

the fishermen , telütbobüt^pefkdüqebfoükbqpÑü 

The Gospel of Luke, Ch 5 

 

A woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve 

years came up behind him and touched the edge of his 

cloak  The Gospel of Matthew. Ch 9  

 

They came to the edge of the village where they were 

headed. He acted as if he were going on but they pressed 

him: "Stay and have supper with us. It's nearly evening; 

the day is done." So he went in with them. And here is 

what happened: He sat down at the table with them. Tak-

ing the bread, he blessed and broke and gave it to them. 

At that moment, open -eyed, wide-eyed, they recognized 

him. The Gospel of Luke, Ch 24 

 

"And that's not all. You will have complete and free   

access to God's kingdom, keys to open any and every 

door: no more barriers between heaven and earth , 

earth  and heaven."  The Gospel of Matthew, Ch 16 

 

Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that 

gathered around him was so large that he got into a 

boat and sat in it out on the lake, while all the people 
were along the shore at the water's edge.                  

The Gospel of Mark, Ch 4  
 

Let the adventures continue    

Let the search keep on 

!ƴ LǊƛǎƘ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƻƴŎŜ άǿƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ 
heaven is?έ  {ƘŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ, άƘŜŀǾŜƴ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 1 ft 6 inches 

about the height of man.έ    
Heaven is just a stretch and step stool away.  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=47&chapter=16&verse=18&end_verse=20&version=65&context=context
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=48&chapter=4&verse=1&end_verse=3&version=31&context=context


Telü^obütbü^kaüte^qütbÜobü^_lrq? 

  FqÜpü^it^vpüdllaüqlüobjbj_bo. 
  

We are a community of youth and adults, of friends 

and companions, of seeker and finders, of followers 

and leaders and of pilgrims and disciples. We are a 

community of St. Paul's, Franklin.  
 

We are a community of young people and adults who 

are trying to shape our lives around following Jesus.  

We are trying to figure out how to live our life with  

God in this world. Together we aim not just simply to 

go to church but to actually be the church:       

participating in the hope that God brings to this 

world.   And together we try to create a sanctuary 

in which to take refuge from the craziness of life   

allowing God to send us forth again to unlock His 

kingdom here on earth.    
 

So side by side, laughing, crying, playing  and praying, 

we  journey together, never sure exactly what    

adventure will befall us, never sure exactly what 

front will move through.   And just like the knights, 

the pilgrims and disciples of old, we trek this path in 

search of 

God's 

presence 

in this 

world 

discover-

ing along 

the Way 

who God 

is calling 

us to be.    

August 9th:  Noon Barnabas. 

Family Hour 
 

   Instead of a Parentõs meeting at the beginning of the 
school year we now have A Family Hour !  An intentional 
gathering to meet new 7th graders and their families and 

to re-connect with other familiar faces now that the 
school is here again. 

Family sign-ups for the year, calendars, reminders, an  
invitation for this year, Q&A and letõs not forget 

òSnunchó (a snacky lunch), 9 square, a wii and tie dies 
(everyone else has done it this summer).    

please, please, please join us so we can start the school year on 
the same page as one communityé 

 

Please bring something to share for snunch.    
& 

ð
 

Hear the call.  Come to the  edge.   
It all begins at the Family Hour!  

For all 7th × 12th graders and their families.  

YOUR CHURCH WANTS YOU 
And you family and/or friends to team up and partici-

pate in Sunday morning services.    
 

How about being an oblationer? Or an acolyte? Or 
help clean up/set up the altar? Or an usher? Or  if 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀ ǊŜŀŘŜǊ? Or learn to be a 

thurifer? hǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ?  ̧ ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƭƻƴŜ.   
Find a friend and become a team or do it as a family.   

LǘΩǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊ, why not try something new as a family or as friend? 
Email Claire at Claire@stpaulsfranklin.com to sign up for something new.     
{ƘŜΩƭƭ Ǉǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ. And because sometimes it makes it a little 

easier, a few times a year we will as a community of young people be the 
oblationers and ushers for morning services.  

August 16th:  10am Barnabas. 
An informal pow wow for 7th graders and 

their parents, for newcomers to our    
community and for folks that missed the 

family our. Bring your questions, thoughts and 

wishes. Please come and signup. 

For ladies, 13 ɀ19yrs of age. 
This  is a special ensemble of young 

women who like to offer their gift of song 
to the glory of God through singing peri-

odically in the services at St. 0ÁÕÌȭÓ.   Read-
ing music is not necessary.  But a willing-
ness to work hard so that we might sing 

our best for God is.    
 

This ensemble has been around now for 3 
years directed by Randy Cox. who hap-
pened to have a profound musical influ-

ence on Sally when she was in high school.   
Please email or call Randy if you have 
questions.  rcox@worshiptoday.com  

615 818 0161 



The Back to School  

Retreat ġ09 

Friday Aug. 29th - Sunday Aug 31th 
In a nutshell: 

Leaving at 5pm (if you are a cheerleader; football player or in the bandðcome late.  If 

you want to come up on Saturday, just let us know and we will work with your schedule) with 
a packed supper in hand.   Arriving home by 2pm on Sun 

Cost:   $45.00 (includes all meals and lodging).  We may go to the Mayhews pottery  so if 

youõd like to buy a cross or something you may want to bring some extra money.    
Scholarships are available please talk to Sally. 

What to bring:  

 

Sleeping bag etc; shower things; comfy 

clothes and shoes (something in addition 

to flip flops); clothes and shoes to hike 

in; bathing suit (ladies , klü_fhfkfÜpürkibppü

you wear a tshirt over it).   

 

Bug Spray; Flashlight; & a Bible.  

 

What Not to Bring:   
 

Expensive things that can get broken.  

Things that distract you from being part 

of the group, i.e. game boys; headphones; 

homework etc.  NO CELL PHONES. 

Where we are staying?  
Camp Cumberland Pines  

In Coalmont, TN  
(on the Monteagle Mountain)  

Camp Phone: (931) 692 3999  
Sallyðs Cell:  ( 615 )330 -2947   

For all rising  
7thτ12ǘƘ DǊŀŘŜǊǎΧ 

 
 

School is out (at least for the 
weekend).  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǎǘǳŘȅ-

ing any more or at least not school books.   We are going to try to 
spend the weekend on the edge:  the edge of Heaven and Earth.  
The edge where miracles happens.  The edge where Jesus still 

waits and calls.   The edge where you can rest, you can breathe, 
you can just be you. 

 

Jesus said, "Come off by yourselves; let's take a break and get a 

little rest ." Cloüqebobüt^pü`lkpq^kqü`ljfkdü^kaüdlfkdÑüPlüqebvüdlqü

into the boat and went to a remote place.    

The Gospel of Mark, Ch 6  
  

{ƻ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ:    CǊƛŘŀȅ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ. Please bring 
a packed supper with you.  ²ŜΩƭƭ ƘŜŀŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ /ŀƳǇ /ǳƳōŜǊƭŀƴŘ 
Pines, settle in, watch movies, and hang about. Saturday we 
spend the morning at camp and then head out to our favorite 
swimming hole at Fall Creek Falls, hiking around some of the 
άŜŘƎŜǎέ ǘƘŜǊŜ. Plenty of time to play and to rest, to be quiet and 
to be still, to talk and to move, to live the life on the edge. Sun-
day we will take a view of the edge, the edge of Stone Door.   

CALLING ADULTS!  
Come retreat with us!   

Come rest and play with us.    

Come live on the EDGE!!!  

So come take a retreat yourself.    Come and 

take part in our  Life together.  �:�H���F�D�Q�·�W���J�R��

without some of you, so COME with us.    

Jesus waits on the edge for you, too.  

God calls you out from where you are.  
God calls you from your safety and security.  Come!  

Come to the mountain where the cliff meets the sky.  
Come to the edge where Jesus waits. Come!  

Come where the two worlds meet.  
Come and discover that heaven and earth are one. Come!   

YOU are children of the Way.  You have a road to travel.   Come!  
You need a holy island, a holy place that makes all places holy.  
Come! You have a rendezvous to make, a meeting place to find.  

Come! Listen to the fall of the water, be moved by the wind and 
hear the calling of God. Come!  

�,�W�§�V���*�R�G���Z�K�R���F�D�O�O�V���\�R�X���W�R���V�W�H�S���R�X�W,  �,�W�§�V���*�R�G���Z�K�R���W�U�D�Y�H�O�V���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X.  
Come ! 


