Famine 2009 Announcement 1 

African drum beats throughout the entire announcement! 

1. The drummer and sign bearer walk to the front.  The drummer sits on the steps.   The sign bearer holds the first sign up being sure to show it to the choir and the servers behind.  
a. Sign #1:    “Listen to the beat.”
b. Sign #2:    Closer your eyes and listen to the rhythm of the drum. 
   PAUSE.
2. As you hear the drum, imagine the beat to be the rhythm of life.   Listen and find your own beat.  
3. We are here again because we really are trying to live in rhythm with God’s way for this world.  We are trying to live In sync with God’s reality, God’s initiative, God’s provisions in this world. 
 

4. For the past 11 years we have asked for your help and support. You’ve responded with generosity over and over again.  So once again, St. Paul’s is taking part in World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine, Feb. 27-March 1. This is something we do together. You’ve proven that the Famine isn’t just a youth thing, it’s a St. Paul’s thing. Making Poverty history takes all of us. 
 

5. World hunger is 100% preventable: the world produces enough food to feed every person 2720 calories a day. But 840 million people--one out of every 7 --doesn’t get enough to eat. Your contributions not only feed the hungry, they help World Vision educate, heal, and shelter as well. 
 

6. So here we are ready to fast again for 30 hours to continue the fight to make poverty history.    This year we’ve taken it up a notch, we’re not just fasting from our food, we’re fasting from our lives as well by returning to the Mountain TOP camp we visit each summer.   This year, we hope you’ll take it up a notch, too.  We hope that some of you will to choose to fast with us. Even if it’s just skipping lunch on Saturday. Will you join us?
 

7.     We recognize that these times are tight, so this year we’re counting pledges instead of dollars.  Our goal is to have more pledges than ever before, no matter the amount. 
 

8. And as usual, we’re looking for juice, too.  So if you’re willing to donate juice please sign up.
 

9. But ultimately what we’re asking this year is that you’ll give yourself to the Famine.   Come with us.   Fast with us.   And if that’s not feasible then pray for us – especially during our fast – again please sign up, and give yourself to the famine.    
 

10. The 30 Hour famine--It’s about living in sync with God’s rhythm and God’s way for us in this world.  And so we pray as we listen once more to the beat  [pause]         Our Father in Heaven … Your kingdom come.  Your way be done on earth as it is in Heaven.   Amen.    [One last drum beat.]  
