
make a visit to an area nursing 
home and visit the residents there. 
 
Give the gift of treasure.  Make a 
special Christmas donation to a 
great, local charity like The 
Children’s Home of Peoria, The 
Baby Fold in Normal, Southside 
Mission or the Neighborhood 
House.  On Sunday, December 
18th, we will have an opportunity 
to make a special gift to these 
charities through our March to the 
Manger offering. 
 
Give the gift of testimony.  
Connect with someone who is 
struggling to understand the 
Christmas message, perhaps a 
friend or family member, and 
spend time listening to them and 
sharing how much the promise of 
Christmas means to you. 
 
For it is in giving away the 
holiday that we truly receive it.  
May the Spirit of Christmas come 
to you, and to me.   
 
Merry Christmas,  
Pastor Tom 

Giving Christmas Away 
 
Surveys report that the average 
American will spend $646 this 
year on Christmas presents, 
slightly down from last year’s 
$658.  They also report that most 
of us still do our shopping in 
stores, but roughly one-third of 
gifts are now purchased online.  
Although Black Friday remains 
popular for sales, most 
Christmas buying still happens 
closer to the holiday itself. 
 
I have been praying and thinking 
a lot about the Christmas season 
as I prepare for an Advent series, 
“Giving Christmas Away”.  As I 
have studied the first encounters 
with the Christ child (Simeon 
and Anna in the Temple, the 
magi/wise men from the east, 
and even Joseph and Mary), I 
have been moved by the moment 
when they responded to what 
they saw. They each gave 
something away.  For Simeon 
and Anna, it was a testimony.  
We could even call Anna the 
first Christian preacher.  For the 
magi/wise men, it was gifts that 
they carried on their journey.  

Remember that they did not plan 
to bring gifts; they were men, 
after all, and we never plan 
anything like that!  For Joseph 
and Mary, it was the gift of their 
lives and time that would be 
spent fostering God’s plan for 
the Christ child. 
 
This has caused me to reflect on 
how I will respond to Christmas 
morning and the promise of the 
Christ child, especially since it 
arrives on a Sunday this year.  I 
will certainly open presents-- 
hopefully not $646 worth--and 
will certainly enjoy the gift of 
being with my family.  But I 
suspect that I will need to have 
given Christmas away somehow 
before I can truly receive it.  
And I suspect that you will need 
to do the same.  So here are 
some ideas. 
 
Give the gift of time.  You and 
your family can contact the 
Salvation Army to ring bells at 
kettles, contact Threads, Hope 
and Love to help prepare for 
Christmas giveaways (call the 
church office if you need 
contact information), or simply 
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• The deadline for 

the January, 2012 
issue of  The 
Messenger is 
Wednesday, 
December 21st .  
Please submit 
articles to 
ashaw@mtco.com 
or send hard copies 
to the church office.   

• Please send address 

corrections to 
Brenda Thornburg 
at brendat@ 
mtco.com or call 
the church office at 
444-2381. 

• The monthly 

birthday list is 
available at the 
Welcome Desk and 
on the Crossroads 
website. 

From Pastor Tom 
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C R O S S R O A D S   

U N I T E D   

M E T H O D I S T   

C H U R C H  

The church office will be closed from 
December 24 through January 1.  Also, 
with the exception of church services, 
there will be no activities held at church 
during that time.  
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December 11 
Sermon:  “This is the Song That Never Ends” 

Scripture:  Luke 2:36-40 
Chancel Choir & Crossroads Ringers will play 

 

December 18 
Sermon:  “The Great Giveaway” 

Scripture:  Matthew 2:1-12 
Sunday School Choir will sing, Youth Drama by 6th & 7th graders,  

March to the Manger 
 

Christmas Eve Services 
5:00pm Family Friendly Service 

6:00-7:00pm Communion in Faith Chapel 
7:00pm Candlelight Service, child care available 

11:00pm Candlelight Service, Communion will be served 
 

Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25 
One service at 10:00am 

 

New Year’s Day, Sunday, January 1 
One service at 10:00am 

Advent & Christmas Services 
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Rules... Rules... Rules 
Do we have building policies 
and rules to make it difficult for 
all the ministries here at 
Crossroads?...NO.  We have 
building policies and rules to 
make sure we are good stewards 
of this beautiful building that 
God has entrusted to us.  As we 
get ready to start a new year, 

established.  If you have any 
questions, please see one of 
them.                  
 
Your Servant Leader,  
Donna Cimino, Director of HR 

please read the building policies 
before you need to reserve any 
space.  Copies of the Building 
Use Policy are available in the 
church office.  Craig Hibbard, 
Shelly Kerker and the rest of the 
office staff are responsible for 
enforcing the building policies 
that the trustees have 

 

Employment Opportunity 
Opportunity for an experienced 
janitorial worker to be part of our 
church custodial team.  The right 
candidate will be very thorough, 
dedicated to cleanliness, 
energetic, focused, and concerned 

for the cleanliness of our 
preschool area plus other areas 
of our church building. Position 
is part-time with some 
flexibility.  Email your letter of 
introduction and resume to  

Congregational Meeting 
There will be a congregational 
meeting on Sunday, December 11 
at 9:35-9:50am in the Sanctuary 
to update you on our building 

dcimino@mtco.com, Donna 
Cimino, Director of HR, or stop 
by the church office and 
complete an application form.   
EOE/non-smoking. 

fund, general fund, and plans for 
2012.  All are invited.  Charlie 
Zimmerman, chair of Ad Council, 
will preside. 

Gift Cards for Group Homes 
Because of more government 
funding cuts, we are again giving 
gift cards for Christmas to 
residents at the Apostolic 
Christian Home for the 
Handicapped in Morton, the 
group homes for 
developmentally disabled adults.  
Last year the residents were able 
to shop, go to movies, and go out 
to eat throughout the year 

because of your amazing 
generosity.  Gift trees will be on 
the Outreach Bulletin Board 
starting November 20.  Please 
take a tree and get a gift card for 
the person named and return 
your gift by December 11. There 
will be a box in the church office 
to put the gift cards in, or you 
can give them to Sandy or Jim 
Tunnell.   
 

Again Crossroads will help 
these residents have a Merry 
Christmas! 
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Follow Lighthouse 
News!  Text “follow 

xroadlighthouse” 
to 40404 

Youth News 

High School 
Lighthouse:   

 

Wednesday nights 
6:30-8:30pm 

Dinner, small groups, 
games, lessons, music and 

more 
 

Lighthouse Bowling & 
Bible Study 

Mondays at Plaza Lanes 
3:30pm 

$1.50 per game & $150 for 
shoe rental 

 

Middle School 
Impact: 

 

6th-8th Grade 
Sunday nights 
6:30-8:00pm 

Fun, games, lessons, snacks 
and much more! 

 

7th & 8th grade Bible 
Study/Small Groups 

Wednesdays 
5:00-6:30pm 

Dinner provided 
Led by Kelsey Mayginnes 

& Brandon Robertson 
 

The last day of 
Lighthouse for 

2011 will be  
December 21.   

We will resume again 
on January 11, 2012.  

 
The last day of 
Middle School 

Impact for 2011 will be 
December 18.  We will 

resume again on 
January 8, 2012.  

 
 

The mission of the Crossroads Youth Ministry is to be committed to loving and 
caring for youth in the Washington area.   

 

We will accomplish this goal by:  providing a safe and loving place so that youth can be 
who God created them to be, meeting them where they are in their spiritual development, 
helping them grow into young men and women of faith, and equipping them to share their 

faith with others now and in the future. 

GETS News 
Kentina Washington was 
born in Cleveland Heights, 
Ohio.  She has lived in the 
Chicago area for the last 
eight years.  She is 31 years 
old and calls Trinity United 
Church of Christ in Chicago 
her home church. 
 
Kentina has a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Public 
Administration with a 
minor in Sociology and 
Black World Studies from 
Miami University in 
Oxford, Ohio. She is a 
second-year Master of 
Divinity student, primarily 
concerned with developing 
skills in providing pastoral 
care in healthcare settings, 
with hopes to begin a career 
in chaplaincy post-
seminary.  Kentina is also 
particularly interested in 
eschatological issues related 
to suffering, death, dying, 
and bereavement, and 
spiritual disciplines for 

dealing with grief and loss. 
 
Kentina had a friend who 
earned her Master of 
Divinity from Garrett-
Evangelical through the 
Medill School of 
Journalism at Northwestern 
University.  Her friend was 
the first person she had ever 
met who had attended 
seminary just because she 
was interested in studying 
theology and/or using her 
Master of Divinity in a 
context other than the 
traditional ordained pastoral 
ministry.  Kentina knew at 
that time that she was being 
called into theological 
education, though not 
necessarily into a more 
“traditional” ministry 
situation. Her friend  now 
works as an editor/
acquisitions specialist for a 
Christian publisher.  Seeing 
her friend thriving in her 
field after having had a 

great experience at Garrett-
Evangelical sold Kentina on 
pursuing graduate studies 
there.  In addition, the 
warmth of the admissions 
staff and student tour guides 
helped to seal the deal. 
 
Kentina feels a very strong 
calling to both academia 
and to practical ministry.  
She sees herself pursuing a 
terminal degree and also 
pursuing certification from 
the Association of Clinical 
Pastoral Education as a 
chaplain after she completes 
her Master of Divinity.  
Having experiences at 
Garrett-Evangelical – both 
inside and outside of the 
classroom – are providing 
her with a priceless wealth 
of knowledge to be a bold 
leader for the Church and 
the world. Thanks be to 
God! 



Just for Kids 
• A Christmas play will be 
performed by the 6th and 7th 
Graders under the direction of 
Kathy Spurgeon. 
 
All children are encouraged to 
participate in this celebration 
of the birth of Jesus. 
 

Christ Revealed – 
Christmas Seen Through 

Symbols 
 

The children in K-5 Sunday 
School are learning that many 
of the decorations they see at 
this time of the year are 
symbols that reveal lessons 
about Jesus. 
 
Did you know that the candy 
cane has 7 symbols? 
1. The cane shape reminds us 
of a shepherd’s cane. Jesus is 
the Good Shepherd who never 
leaves his sheep. 
2. The J shape reminds us that 
the J stands for Jesus. 
3. The candy cane is hard 
candy that reminds us of the 
spices the wise men gave Jesus. 
4. The peppermint flavor 
reminds us of the spices the 
wise men gave Jesus. 
5. The white color reminds us 
of the holiness of Jesus. 
6. The red color reminds us of 
God’s love. God loves us so 
much that he sent his only Son 
to us. 
7. The red stripes remind us 
that Jesus died for us that we 
might have eternal life. 
 
In other lessons, the children 
will learn the Christian meaning 
of the 12 Days of Christmas, 
the geography of the Christmas 
story, and the idea that 
Christmas lights should remind 
us that Christ is the light of the 
world. They will learn the 

legend of the 
poinsettia and make 
paper poinsettias to 
be delivered to a 
nursing home by the 
members of Kids for 
Christ. The children 
will hear the story of 
the first Christmas 
and learn how to 
retell the story of 
God’s greatest gift to 
us. 
 
The Christ Revealed: Christmas 
Seen Through Symbols unit will 
continue through December 18. 
 
All children are welcome to 
attend Sunday School. Pre-K 
through 5th Grade will continue 
to gather in Faith Chapel at 
9:45 every Sunday for group 
worship before going to the 
rotational workshops listed in 
the brochures next to the maps 
of The Shoppes on God’s 
Prairie. Hope to see you there! 
 
There will be no Sunday 
School December 25 and 
January 1. 
 

Kids for Christ 
 

A Kids Club for 3rd,4th, & 5th, 
graders 

Bible time, Games, Music,  
and Snacks 

6:00 – 8:00pm 
 

2012 Dates: 
January 13 
January 27 

February 10 
February 24 

March 10 (Kids Conference) 
March 23 
April 13 
April 27 

Happy Birthday, Jesus 
 
The church was filled with 
young children and their 
families celebrating Jesus’ 
birthday with a party on 
November 19. As the children 
arrived, they placed gifts for the 
Baby Jesus under the tree. The 
families gathered for a meal and 
fellowship. The families then 
gathered together in front of the 
children’s tree, and Pastor Dan 
read the Christmas story and 
blessed the gifts under the tree 
which were later donated to 
Threads, Hope and Love. Then 
Grant Norsworthy joined the 
group and led them in singing 
“Happy Birthday” to Jesus.  
The group ate cake and ice 
cream before heading to the 
multi-purpose room to make 
ornaments to decorate the 
children’s tree. Each family was 
given an advent booklet 
describing ways Jesus’ birthday 
is celebrated around the world. 
Many thanks to the people who 
helped to make the celebration 
of Jesus’ birth so much fun: 
Kim, Sedrick, Hannah, and 
Daniel Waguespack; Wendy 
Malcolm, Tina and Julian; Ineta 
Young; Kristin Boston; Will 
Meachum; and Maureen 
Hotkevich. 
 

Children Celebrating 
Christmas 

 
The Children of Crossroads will 
be using their gifts to celebrate 
the joy of Christmas at both 
worship services on December 
18. 
• The Cherub Choir will sing 
two songs. 
• The Pre-K through 5th 
Grade will sing songs they are 
learning during the Sunday 
School Group Worship in Faith 
Chapel. 
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Prayer Challenge 
Thankful Living 

 

Did you know that the 
words "think" and "thank" 
come from the same root? 
They do. So when you and I 
think, we should 
immediately expel words of 
thanksgiving. Simply put, 
we are to be thankful 
people. Far too many of us 
have a hard time seeing 
what we have to be thankful 
for. We are like the little girl 
who was told by her mother 
to eat all her spinach, which 
she hated. She ate it, pushed 
around the rest of her food, 
and then asked to be 
excused from the table. Her 
mother told her, "You may, 

but not until you think of 
something you're thankful 
for." The little girl thought 
for a minute, then said, "I'm 
thankful, Mom, that the 
spinach has not made me 
sick yet. Now may I be 
excused?" 
 
Not too many of us are 
detained at the table 
anymore, but I wish that all 
of us could be made to sit 
still and quiet until we came 
up with at least a dozen 
things for which we can be 
thankful. Could you do it? 
Would it take you long? 
 
To be a Christian steeped in 
negativism is to deny the 

goodness of the Lord God 
Almighty. I have seen 
Christians in other cultures 
thankful for conditions we 
would consider desperate. 
Do you have clothes to 
wear? Food to eat? Could 
you get medical care if you 
needed it? Are your sins 
forgiven? Are you a son or 
daughter of God and a joint 
heir with Jesus Christ? 
Think about it…and give 
thanks. 
 
Daily Devotionals from 
“Winning Walk” by Dr. Ed 
Young 
 
Submitted by Sally Charlton 

The Ministry of Listening 
The Ministry of 
Listening to others 
during the holiday 
season of “busyness”   
 

Think of a time when you 
really felt cared for.  
Chances are someone 
focused on what you had to 
say, was attentive to your 
needs, and listened to how 
you felt instead of telling 
you how you should feel or 
what you should do. 
 

Listening is a very powerful 
way to minister to someone. 
The definition of “minister”, 
as a verb, is “to give service, 
care or aid; attend as to 
wants or necessities, to 
contribute as to comfort or 
happiness”.  That is what a 
Stephen Minister does.  In 
Stephen Ministry, a great 
deal of time is spent in 
teaching and practicing 
listening skills because of its 
importance as a caregiving 
tool.   
 

Listening is all of these 
things: 
• Active 
• Takes patience 
• Involves more than just 

words 
• Good listening is not 

being completely silent 
• Happens over time 
• Confidential 
 

Are you gifted with 
compassion?  Do you desire 
to give care, to comfort and 
to contribute to others when 
they’re in need of someone 
to listen to them?   
 

We need more people to 
step up and share their gift 
of listening and caring for 
others by volunteering to 
become a Stephen 
Minister.  The choice is 
yours.  Training doesn’t 
begin until January so you 
will still have time to bake 
one more batch of holiday 
cookies or shop for one 
more gift.   
 

The gift of time we’ve been 
given is the same for all of 
us – 24 hours a day.  Choose 
this day where you will 
spend some of those hours.   
 

“Now fear the Lord and 
serve Him with all 
faithfulness.  Throw away 
the gods your forefathers 
worshiped beyond the River 
and in Egypt and serve the 
Lord.  But if serving the 
Lord seems undesirable to 
you, then choose for 
yourselves this day whom 
you will serve, whether the 
gods your forefathers served 
beyond the River, or the 
gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land you are living.  
But as for me and my 
household, we will serve the 
Lord.”  ~Joshua 24:14-15 
 

Are you being called to 
provide a listening ear?  
Contact Lori Samp at 
saved57@gmail.com or  
367-9422 to discuss your 
calling or for more 
information. 
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From Nurse Sally... 
Blood Donation 

 
Every minute of every day 
someone needs blood. While it is 
wonderful for Americans to 
respond in record numbers to a 
disaster, we must remember that 
blood is always needed. Some 
people may need blood for 
surgery; others may depend on it 
after an accident. There are those 
who have cancer or other 
diseases that require whole blood 
or components. That blood can 
only come from a volunteer 
donor, a person like you who 
makes the choice to donate. 
Currently only 3 out of every 
100 people in America are blood 
donors.  
 
Typically, a unit of whole blood 
is separated into these 
components that can be used to 
help several people: 
• Red blood cells. These cells 
carry hemoglobin, an iron rich 
substance that transports oxygen 
throughout the body. Red blood 

cell transfusions are typically 
given to people with significant 
blood loss or those with chronic 
anemia. 
• Plasma. This is the liquid 
portion of blood. Plasma 
contains proteins that are critical 
for blood clotting. Plasma 
transfusions are typically used 
for those with bleeding 
disorders. 
• Platelets. These small cells 
are also a vital part of the 
clotting process. They repair 
injured blood vessels and stop 
blood loss by gathering at the 
site of an injury and plugging 
vessel holes. 
• What’s stopping you? 
Donating blood is a relatively 
painless procedure, and it is safe. 
New, sterile, disposable 
equipment is used for each 
donor, so there is absolutely no 
risk for acquiring a blood borne 
disease. 
 
All blood types are needed to 

ensure a reliable supply for 
patients. Individuals who are 17 
years of age and weigh at least 
110 pounds and are in generally 
good health are eligible to 
donate. 

 
Immediately following donation, 
you will be given a snack and 
liquids and you will be asked to 
rest for a short while before 
leaving. You will be advised to 
drink a lot of fluid for the next 
24 hours and to be careful about 
lifting heavy objects.  
 
Crossroads will be sponsoring 
the Bloodmobile on December 
12th at Five Points. This 
holiday season is the perfect 
time to give someone the gift of 
life. You may call the Red 
Cross, 636-4441, to make an 
appointment  
 
Feel free to call the Red Cross 
(636-4441) or Sally (444-2381) 
if you have questions about 
blood donation.   

 

If you are 

hospitalized, 

have surgery 

scheduled, etc., 

please let the 

church office 

know.  A 

member of the 

pastoral staff 

would love to 

visit you and 

pray for you. 
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Women’s Bible Study Begins in January 

Senior News             
Christmas Concert at 

Eastview Christian 
Church in Normal 

 
On  Friday, December 9th, 
please join the M and M’s 
as we travel to Eastview 
Christian Church in Normal 
for their Christmas concert, 
“What Christmas Means”.  
To many people Christmas 
means snow, decorations, 
school vacation, goodies 
and gifts. As great as those 
things are, Christians know 
they don’t come close to the 
real meaning of Christmas. 
As John 1:14 tells us “The 
Word became flesh and 
made His dwelling among 
us. We have seen His glory, 
the glory of the One and 

Only, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and 
truth.” 
 
We will hear music of many 
genres performed by 
Eastview’s Music 
Department. Crossroads 
has purchased 30 tickets 
and are available for $3.00 
each. Please call the church 
to reserve a ticket and a bus 
seat. Payment for tickets 
must be received before the 
9th.  
 
Prior to the concert we 
will have supper at 
Avanti’s in Normal. The 
buses will leave 
Crossroads at 4:00pm, 
giving us ample time to 

travel and enjoy food and 
fellowship before the 
7:00pm concert. Direct 
questions to Sally Charlton, 
444-2381 (church) or  
369-5293 (cell). 
 

Senior Meal 
 
The Senior Meal will be 
December 13, at 12:00 in 
the dining area. The 
Christmas Season is such a 
good time to be with friends 
and enjoy a good meal and 
good fellowship. So put the 
date on your calendar and 
call the church office  
(444-2381) to make a 
reservation. 
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Upcoming Emmaus Walks & Chrysalis Flights  
Men’s Emmaus Walk 

February 2-5, 2012  
 

Women’s Emmaus Walk 
TBA 
 

Chrysalis Flight 
TBA 
 
The Walk to Emmaus is a 
spiritual renewal program 
intended to strengthen the local 
church through the development 
of Christian disciples and leaders.  
The program’s approach seriously 
considers the model of Christ’s 
servanthood and encourages 
Christ’s disciples to act in ways 
appropriate to being a “servant of 
all.”   The Walk to Emmaus 
experience is a 72-hour short 
course in Christianity, comprised 
of fifteen talks by lay and clergy 
on the themes of God’s grace, 
disciplines of Christian 

discipleship, and what it means 
to be the church.  The course is 
wrapped in prayer and 
meditation, special times of 
worship and daily celebration 
of Holy Communion.  The 
Emmaus Walk begins Thursday 
evening and concludes Sunday 
evening.  Men and women 
attend separate weekends. 
 
Chrysalis is the name chosen 
for the youth and young adult 
version of The Walk to 
Emmaus because it symbolizes 
the spiritual growth that is 
essential between adolescence 
and adulthood.  That growth is 
as crucial for youth as the 
cocoon is for the caterpillar.  It 
is that precious time of 
nurturing a person’s faith for 
discipleship.  Chrysalis Flights 
(for high school sophomores 

Fellowship Opportunities 
Girls Night Out 

There will be no girls night out 
for December.  We meet once a 
month for scrapbooking/crafts, 
fellowship, and fun!    
January date:  
Friday, January 20th, 6-10 p.m. 
Contact Tammy Miller at  
444-2408 for more information. 
 
 

Spirited Book Discussion 
Group 

 

The Spirited Book Discussion 
Group will meet December 20 
at 1:00 pm at The Blend. This 
will be a book sharing and 
fellowship time. Share a book 
you enjoyed that you think 
others would too. Come and 
join us! 
 

We will have a new time 
starting in January. We will 
meet at 2:00pm the third 
Tuesday of the month in the 
church library. On January 17, 
we will discuss The Dressmaker 
of Khair-Khana by Gayle T. 
Lemmon. This is an inspiring 
story of the courage of Afghan 
women.  For more information, 
contact  Nancy Bullard at      
444-5140 or nanrb@mtco.com. 
 
Men’s Basketball Ministry 

 

Tuesdays, 7:00-9:00pm 
Multi-Purpose Room 

 

All men high school age and up 
are welcome.  Contact:  John 
Miller 444-2408. 
 

Sewing Circle 
 

The Dorcas Sewing Circle  
meets weekly on Wednesdays 
from 9:00am to noon.  Even if 
you are not an experienced 
sewer, you are welcome to join 
us for some great fellowship and 
to share ideas.  
 

 
 
 

through age 18) and Chrysalis 
Journeys (for young adults 19-
24) are 3-day events.  This 3-day 
spiritual renewal time provides 
an opportunity to learn more 
about faith, to experience 
Christian love and support, and 
to make new faith commitments.  
Young people are inspired, 
challenged, and equipped for a 
closer friendship with Christ and 
for Christian action at home, 
church, school and community.    
 
For more information on any of 
these events, visit 
ilheartlandemmaus.com. 
 

Crossroads Emmaus 
Liaisons:   
Valerie Kruzan (745-3321 or  
vkruzan@aol.com)  
 

Jim O’Malley 
 

“But if we are 

living in the 

light, as God is in 

the light, then 

we have 

fellowship with 

each other, and 

the blood of 

Jesus, his Son, 

cleanses us from 

all sin.   

1 John 1:7 
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United Methodist Women 
“The organized unit of 
United Methodist Women 
shall be a community of 
women whose purpose is to 
know God and to 
experience freedom as 
whole persons through 
Jesus Christ; to develop a 
creative, supportive 
fellowship; and to expand 
concepts of mission through 
participation in the global 
ministries of the church.” 

“Any woman may become a 
member of the unit who 
supports the unit through 
giving, prayer, study, 
action, or service.” 

 

 

Thank you 
 

A big THANK YOU to all 
who helped in any way with 
the Cookie Walk.  All 
profits went into our 
mission budget for local, 
national, and global aid. 
 
THERE WILL NOT 
BE A MEETING IN 
JANUARY. 
 
We invite all ladies of the 
church to join us on 
Thursday, February 2 at 
1:00pm for a “Birthday Tea 
Party”, where we will enjoy 
cake and fellowship.  Also, 
we will have our pledge 
service for 2012. 
 

Questions?   
Please call Nancy Bullard at 
444-5140 or Rebecca Bell 
at 444-2570. 

For more 
information 

about the 
Crossroads Unit 

of United 
Methodist 

Women, 
contact Nancy 

Bullard at   
444-5140 

Pastoral Care Notes 
Congratulations to Michael 
and Sara Murphy Ege on 
the birth of their daughter, 
Courtlynn, on October 7. 
 
Welcome to our newest 
members!  Al and Pam Hall 
joined Crossroads on 
November 27 upon transfer 
from a United Methodist 
Church in Ohio.  They live 
at Riverview Apartments.  
Bob and Barbara Gard also 
joined November 27 upon 
transfer from another 
United Methodist Church.  
They live in East Peoria.  
 
We celebrated the baptism 
of Alexander Mykel, son of 
Shawn and Nancy Sitler, on 
November 20. 
 

Crossroads mourns the loss 
of Richard Baird who 
passed away on November 
22.  Richard was a long-
time member of Crossroads. 
 
We also mourn the loss of 
Thomas Sawchuk on 
November 16.  Thomas was 
the son of Antoinette and 
Mike Barclay and an active 
part of Crossroads and St. 
Patrick’s Catholic Church.  
Memorials can be made in 
his memory, care of Morton 
Community Bank 
(Washington Branch). 
 

Finally, we share our 
sympathy with Curt and 
Shelly Marshall on the 
death of Curt’s father, 
Merlin K. Marshall, on 
November 2; Jared and Lee 
Ann Grebner on the death 
of Jared’s grandmother, 
Robert Grebner, on 
November 17; Linda Clary 
on the death of her father, 
Lanny Lee, on November 
17; and Ron and Bev 
Riggins on the death of 
Bev’s mother, Irma 
Weaver, on November 17.
    



 

“Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God.” 

        Philippians 1:3 

P A G E  1 1  V O L U M E  1 0 ,  I S S U E  1 2  

Notes from Our Congregation 
Thank you to all my church 
family for the prayers, calls, 
cards, and delicious food as I 
recover from a broken right arm.  
Your love, care, and concern is 
making the journey of healing so 
much easier. 
God Bless, 
Nancy Bullard 
 
A huge THANK YOU to Ruthie 
Sons and her “elves” for putting 
up the Christmas decorations and 
making our church look so 
beautiful! 
 
I would like to thank everyone 
who was involved in any way 
with the Thanksgiving Dinner!  
What a joy it was to work with 
so many talented people.  Even 
those who thought they couldn’t 
cook found out they had a 
hidden talent!  Also thank you so 
much to those of you who gave 
monetary donations!! 
Love,  
Nikki 
 
My Dear Friends, 
Thank you so much for joining 
my family and me in September 
and making my birthday so 
special.  It was such a joy to see 
so many familiar faces I miss so 
much.  To those who wanted to 
come and couldn’t, thanks 
anyway.  I have been truly 
blessed by God for over 90 
years.  
My love to all, 
Dorothy Cox 
 

Margie Mason has moved and 
would love to get mail from her 
Crossroads friends.  Her new 
address is: 
Marjorie Mason 
2815 Old Fort Road, #123 
Missoula,  MT 59804 
 
 
A “Meal Train” has been set up 
for the Barclay Family.  If you 
would like to bless this family 
with a meal, please visit  
www.mealtrain.com/view/?
id=JZZD14xal%2fo%3d. 
 
On behalf of the entire Threads, 
Hope & Love team of officers, 
we would like to express our 
gratitude for your support of this 
mission in 2011.  Through 
volunteers and financial support, 
we are able to give to those in 
need and to those in crisis 
situations.  God’s constant 
guidance and the dedication of 
others keeps us running 
smoothly as we continue to 
fulfill His calling.  You are part 
of this calling. 
 

Also, we would like to thank you 
for the recent donation of new 
toys from the “Happy Birthday 
Jesus” party.  You will brighten 
the faces of many children and 
lighten the financial burden of 
their parents.   
 

Cindy Shuford, President 
Threads, Hope & Love 
 

Thank you to everyone who put 
together shoeboxes for 
Operation Christmas Child!  
Thanks to your generosity, 266 
children will have a Very Merry 
Christmas! 



Pastors & Staff 
Directing Pastor 

Tom Goodell 
pastors@mtco.com 

Pastor of Discipleship 
Bob Lawry 

pastors@mtco.com 
Visitation Pastor 

Dan Doty 
Assistant to the Pastors 

Angie Shaw  
ashaw@mtco.com 

Director of Human Resources 
Donna Cimino 

dcimino@mtco.com 
Parish Nurse 
Sally Charlton  

charlton@mtco.com 
Youth Director 

Trevor Bartolomucci 
trevorb@mtco.com  

Director of Christian Education 
Sue Husted  

sueh@mtco.com 
Children’s Ministry Elementary Coordinator 

Maureen Hotkevich 
maureenh@mtco.com 
Nursery Coordinator 

Stephanie Wendte 
stephw@mtco.com 
Building Manager 

Craig Hibbard 
chibbard@mtco.com 

Business Administrator 
Debbie Royer  

droyer@mtco.com  
Receptionist 

Brenda Thornburg 
brendat@mtco.com 

Assistant to the Business Administrator 
Amber Johnsen 

amberj@mtco.com 
Video Director 

John Sitler  
jsitler@mtco.com 

Worship Coordinator 
Will Meachum 

wmeach@mtco.com 
Praise Worship Leader 

Jim Bayless 
praiseways@yahoo.com 

Accompanist 
Brian Wierenga  

brian.wierenga@live.com 
Sound Technician 

Tim Lee 
timothyclee@mac.com 

Handbell Director 
Cliff Smith 

Little Lambs Preschool Director 
Tracie Carey 

mstracie@mtco.com 
Wedding Coordinators 

Melissa Sullivan 
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Crossroads                   
United Methodist             

Church of Washington 
 

P.O. Box 299 
1420 N. Main St. 

Washington, IL 61571 
 

Our mission is to grow disciples 
and send them out into the  

crossroads of our communities to 
impact lives for Jesus Christ. 

 

Office Hours 
Monday –Thursday 

8:30am-4:00pm 
Friday 

8:30am-1:00 pm 
 

Phone: (309)444-2381 
Fax: (309)444-9818 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
 

8:30 am  
Spirited Traditional  

 

9:45 am  
Christian Education  

for All Ages 
 

11:00 am  
 Casual Contemporary                          

 
 
 
 

www.crossroads4all.org 
 
 


