
and His time.  Sometimes we 
receive God’s response quickly 
and sometimes...well...we need 
patience. 
 
 John Ortberg tells a wonderful 
parable about God and patience.  
“A man read 2 Peter 3:8 in the 
Bible, a passage where Peter 
proclaims ‘a thousand years is like 
a single day to God’.  He was 
amazed by it and talked to God 
about it. ‘Lord, is it true that a 
thousand years for us is just like 
one minute to you?’  The Lord 
said, ‘Yes.’  The man, an 
economist, said, ‘Well then, a 
million dollars to us must be like 
one penny to you.’  The Lord said, 
‘Well, yes.’  The economist said, 
‘Well, Lord, will you give me one 
of those pennies?’  The Lord said, 
‘All right, I will. Wait here a 
minute.’  (Ortberg, “Waiting on 
God” at Preachingtoday.com) 
 
So I am resolving to be more 
patient with myself and my 
spiritual time with God.  I know 
that as I learn to wait, to endure, 
and to reflect, I am doing so in 
good company. 
 
~ Pastor Tom 

“May the Lord lead your hearts 
into a full understanding and 
expression of the love of God 
and the patient endurance that 
comes from Christ.”    
~ 2 Thessalonians 3:5 
 
Each year about half of all 
Americans make at least one 
resolution for the New Year.  
Most who resolve to lose weight, 
overcome an addiction, spend 
more time family, eat more 
veggies or apply themselves 
more struggle to keep that 
resolution for even two months.  
Statisticians report that one 
quarter of all resolutions don’t 
last one week, one-third are lost 
before one month, and more than 
half are forgotten at the end of a 
second month. 
 
Statistics like this are sobering, 
but that is no reason to simply 
give up on a resolution.  Experts 
(you did not know that there 
were “resolution experts” did 
you?) share that one of the best 
ways to keep a resolution is to 
find one or two trusted people to 
be accountability partners.  If 
you resolve to drink less caffeine 
in 2011, then find someone you 
work with who has permission to 
ask as you head to the coffee pot 
or soda machine, “hey, how 
many is that today?” 
 

I am resolving to be more 
patient in 2011 and I am asking 
you, my Crossroads family, to 
be my accountability partner. 
(just not all 900 of you at once!)  
You have permission to ask me, 
“Hey, Tom, how is that patience 
thing going?” 
 
Let me share a bit more about 
my spiritual quest for personal 
restraint.  I am easily frustrated 
by lines at restaurants, 
commercials on television and 
downloads on my laptop.  When 
an idea comes to me, I want to 
put it into play immediately. 
Don’t even tell me about an 
upcoming movie or record 
release until I can actually see or 
hear it. 
 
But where I really struggle is in 
my relationship with God, 
through prayer.  When I seek 
direction, confirmation or 
blessing from the LORD, it 
means I am ready for Him to act 
immediately.  Sometimes, I 
confess, it is as though I have 
God on my watch, calendar, or 
time clock. 
 
And yet I know that God keeps 
His own time and I am not in a 
position to dictate issues of time 
with Him.  God answers all 
prayers according to His will 
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• The deadline for 

the February, 2011 
issue of  The 
Messenger is Friday, 
January 21st .  Please 
submit articles to 
ashaw@mtco.com 
or send hard copies 
to the church office.   

• Please send address 

corrections to 
Amber Johnsen at 
amberj@mtco.com 
or call the church 
office at 444-2381. 

• The monthly 

birthday list is 
available at the 
Welcome Desk and 
on the Crossroads 
website. 

From the Senior Pastor 
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The Marriage Course 

• Why would God love 
ME? 

• What do I need to do 
to be loved? 

• What if I don’t feel 
like loving others? 

• What if I have been 
hurt by loving 
others? 

• Why would such a 
big God care for 
ME? 

Join us on Sundays 
beginning January 9th as we 
study the wonderful New 
Testament “First Letter of 
John”.  The basic message 
of John is that we can know 
God’s love in our hearts, 
and share that love with 
others.  We can even love 
people who may not be very 
“likeable”! 
 

We will also offer Sunday 
night small groups on 
January 9th, 16th, 23rd and 
30th for anyone interested in 
learning more about this 
love that John speaks of.  
Child care is provided.  You 
can sign up on Sundays, by 
calling the church office at 
444-2381, or online at 
www.crossroads4all.org.   
 
 

build. mend. 
deepen. 

 
D O  C O U P L E S  
W I T H  G R E A T  
M A R R I A G E S  G E T  
T H E R E  B Y  L U C K ?   

We don't think so. We 
believe anyone can have a 
loving, healthy marriage. 
You just need certain tools.  
 
For more than twenty years, 
The Marriage Course (for 
any married couple) has 
been helping couples build 
strong marriages. 
 

You can deepen your 
relationship. You can 
move from dull to 
dynamic. You can even 
turn away from separation 
or divorce. Others have 
done it. You can do it, too.  
 
The Marriage Course is 
designed to build, 
strengthen, and even mend 
marriages. It helps married 
couples learn practical 
tools to build a strong and 
healthy marriage. Over 
seven evenings, couples 
have the chance to discuss 
important issues often 
ignored in the rush of daily 
life. 
 

Join us for seven weeks 
on Thursday nights at 
6:00pm beginning 
January 20, 2010.  
 
You will be served with a 
candlelit meal and/or 
coffee, tea and dessert at a 
romantic table for two 
while listening to practical 
talks that are informative 
and fun, played on DVD. 

First John - All You Need Is Love 
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Nurse Sally’s Tip of the Month  
COLD REMEDIES:  

What works,  
what doesn’t,  

what can’t hurt 
 

There is no cure for the common 
cold and remedies are almost as 
common as the cold. Here is a 
look at some common remedies 
and what is known about them. 
 
WHAT WORKS: 
 

Water and Other Fluids. You 
can’t flush a cold from your 
system, but drinking plenty of 
liquids can help. Water, juice, 
clear broth or warm lemon water 
with honey helps loosen 
congestion and prevents 
dehydration. 
 
Salt Water. A salt water gargle  
(¼ - ½ teaspoon of salt dissolved 
in 8 ounces of warm water) can 
temporarily relieve a sore throat. 
 
Saline Nasal Drops or Sprays. 
Over-the-counter (OTC) saline 
nasal drops and sprays combat 
stuffiness and congestion. Unlike 
nasal decongestants, saline does 
not lead to a rebound effect, a 
worsening of symptoms when 
the medication is discontinued. 
Most are safe and nonirritating, 
even for older children.  
 
Chicken Soup. Generations of 
parents have spooned chicken 
soup into their sick children. 
Scientists have discovered that it 
does possibly act as an anti-
inflammatory agent, and it does 
speed up the movement of 
mucus, helping to relieve 
congestion and limit time the 
viruses are in contact with the 
nose lining. 
 

Vitamin C may 
provide benefit for 
people at high risk of 
colds due to frequent 
exposure. (for 
example, children 
who attend group 
child care during the 
winter) 
 
Echinacea. Studies of the 
effectiveness of echinacea are 
mixed. Some studies show no 
benefit. Others show a 
significant reduction in the 
severity and duration of 
symptoms when taken in the 
early stages of a cold. Research 
is ongoing. In the meantime, if 
your immune system is healthy 
and you are not taking 
prescription medications, using 
echinacea supplements is 
unlikely to cause harm.  

 
 

Although usually minor, colds 
can make you feel miserable. 
It’s tempting to try the latest 
remedy, but the best thing you 
can do is rest, drink fluids, and 
keep the air around you moist. 
Remember to wash your hands 
with soap frequently. 
 

  

 

Humidity. Cold viruses thrive in 
dry conditions. Dry air dries the 
mucous membranes, causing a 
stuffy nose and scratchy throat. 
A humidifier can add moisture to 
your home but can also add 
mold, fungi, and bacteria if not 
maintained properly.  
 
WHAT DOESN’T WORK: 
 

Antibiotics. These destroy 
bacteria but are no help against 
viruses. The inappropriate use of 
antibiotics contributes to the 
serious and fast growing 
problems of antibiotic-resistant 
bacteria.  
 
ZINC. The cold fighting 
reputation of zinc has had its up 
and downs. That’s because many 
zinc studies have been flawed. 
The highest quality randomized 
trials generally show no benefit. 
In studies with positive results, 
zinc seemed most effective when 
taken within 24 hours of the 
onset of symptoms. Taking zinc 
with food may reduce side 
effects, including a bad taste and 
nausea. Intranasal zinc may 
result in permanent damage to 
the sense of smell. 
 
WHAT PROBABLY 
DOESN’T HURT: 
 

In spite of ongoing studies, the 
scientific jury is still out on 
popular cold remedies such as 
Vitamin C and Echinacea. 
 
Vitamin C. It appears that for 
the most part taking Vitamin C 
won’t help the average person to 
prevent colds. However, taking it 
before the onset of the cold 
symptoms may shorten the 
duration of the symptoms. 
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“We can 

trudge 

through life on 

our own, 

doing the best  

to figure it all 

out.  Or, we 

can walk with 

God…” 

 

  

Prayer Challenge 
out of whack!”  It made me 
stop and think.  He was 
right.  I was not tuned into 
God’s frequency.  I was 
focused on and 
concentrating on how I was 
going to do all the stuff life 
in the 21st century requires 
of us. 
 
In his book, “Walking with 
God”, John Eldridge tells 
us, “All day long we are 
making choices.  It adds up 
to an enormous amount of 
decisions in a lifetime.  
How do we know what to 
do?  We have two options.  
We can trudge through life 
on our own, doing the best  
to figure it all out.  Or, we 
can walk with God.  As in, 
learn to hear his voice.  
Really.  We can live life 
with God.  He offers to 
speak to us and guide us.  
Every day.  It is an 
incredible offer.  To accept 
that offer is to enter into an 
adventure filled with joy 

and risk, transformation and 
breakthrough.  And more 
clarity than we ever thought 
possible.” 
 
So here is my challenge.  
Before you start making all 
those New Year’s 
resolutions; (you know, all 
those things you tell 
yourself and others you are 
going to change in the 
coming year), resolve to 
spend time every day tuning 
your receiver to God’s 
frequency.  Make room in 
your prayer time to stop 
talking to God and listen to 
God.  I admit, it is not easy 
at first, but with a little 
practice you will find 
yourself hearing with your 
heart, making the right 
decisions, and living life the 
way God and you really 
want to anyway; without all 
that nonsense of year end 
resolutions. 
 
~Garry Guimond 

Someone recently asked me 
how my walk with God 
was.  I answered that it was 
ok, but for the past several 
months God was curiously 
silent.  We discussed the 
different times and ways I 
believed God did speak to 
me in the past.  There were 
no burning bushes, no 
booming voices, definitely 
no drama.  It was in fact 
always a small quiet voice 
that urged me here, or 
nudged me there.  It was a 
voice I heard with my heart 
and not with my ears or 
brain.  “You know, God has 
been talking to humans 
since he created us,” he 
replied.  “There was Adam, 
Abraham, Noah and Moses.  
And God kept on talking to 
us down through the ages.  
He never stopped.  You 
don’t have to be a biblical 
giant, or celebrated author 
to hear from God.  I don’t 
think God is silent in your 
case, I think your receiver is 

Youth News 
The mission of the 
Crossroads Youth 
Ministry is to be 

committed to loving 
and caring for youth 
in the Washington 

area.   
 

We will accomplish this 
goal by: 

 

  providing a safe and 
loving place so that 

youth can be who God 
created them to be,  
meeting them where 

they are in their 
spiritual development,  

helping them grow into 
young men and 

women of faith, and 
equipping them to 

share their faith with 
others now and in the 

future. 
 

High School 
Lighthouse:   

 

Every Wednesday night  
 6:30-8:30pm 

Dinner, small groups, 
games, lesson, music and 

more! 
**We will NOT meet on 

January 5th 

 

Follow Lighthouse 
News! 

 

Text “follow 
xroadlighthouse” 

to 40404 
 

Middle School 
Impact: 

 

6th-8th Grade 
Sunday evenings  

6:30-8:00pm 
Fun, games, lesson, snacks 

and much, much more! 
**We will NOT meet on    

January 2nd 
 



Just for Kids 
We highly encourage parents or 
grandparents to attend this 
workshop with their child. It 
will be your continued 
interaction & discussion at 
home that will make 
communion a meaningful and 
lasting part of your child’s 
Christian walk. 
 
**We have not determined the 
date, but you can expect this 
workshop to take place on a 
Saturday morning sometime in 
February or March.**  
 
 

The Light Kids 
Conference 

Saturday, March 12 
8:30am-2:00pm 

 
The Light is a conference 
designed to reach children in 
grades 1-5. Through inflatable 
games, worship, videos, drama, 
lunch, snacks, Bible Study, 
recreation, and music, students 
will be inspired to explore their 
faith in Jesus. 
 
Registration information will be 
available at a later date. You 
can find more information at  
www.kidsconference.org. 

Mark your calendars: 
 

Family Easter 
Celebration 

Saturday, April 16 
9:30-10:45 

 
 
New Children’s Ministry 
Elementary Coordinator 
 
We are happy to welcome 
Maureen Hotkevich to our staff. 
She will be filling the position 
of Children’s Ministry 
Elementary Coordinator, 
working mainly with the 
rotational Sunday School 
program and other ministries 
involving elementary age 
children. Maureen comes to us 
with over 30 years experience 
in the public school system. She 
taught Language Arts and 
Social Studies for several years 
before serving as the 
Technology Director for 
District 52 in Washington. 
Maureen will be joining our 
staff on January 10 and we are 
confident she will be a great 
addition to our team! 
 

 
 
 

Kids for Christ 
 

A Kids Club for  
3rd, 4th, & 5th graders 

Bible time, Games, Music,  
and Snacks 

Fridays, 6:00 – 8:00pm 
 

2011 dates 
 

January 14 
January 28 

February 11 
February 25 

March 25 
April 8 

April 29 
 
 

Communion Workshop 
 

**Offered to Second & third 
graders & their parents** 
 
Through this workshop, kids 
will learn why we take 
communion, how we should 
respond to the celebration of 
communion, and the promise 
offered to us through this act. A 
pastor will lead the discussion 
about communion. Then the 
students will have an 
opportunity to make a 
communion chalice. We will 
end our session with pizza for 
lunch. 
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Stephen Ministry 
On February 6, 2011 ten 
people will be 
commissioned as Stephen 
Ministers at Crossroads.  
They will have completed 
50 hours of specialized 
training that has equipped 
them to listen with 
compassion to someone in 
need.  They will be there 
giving confidential Christian 
care to a Care Receiver who 
is experiencing a crisis or 
difficult time.   
 
Stephen Ministers are “After 
People”.  They are there: 
 

…after the holidays are over 
and the emptiness is 
overwhelming 
…after the phone call you 

hoped you’d never get 
…after the divorce papers 
are served 
…after the funeral, when 
everyone has left and 
you’re alone 
…after you or a loved one 
arrives at a new home – a 
nursing home 
…after the last child waves 
goodbye and the nest is 
empty 
…after numerous other 
situations where you 
realize you could benefit 
from the care of a Stephen 
Minister  
 
Are you in one of these 
“after” situations or 
another difficult time?  
 

Would you like to talk to a 
caring, compassionate 
person?   
 
Would you like to meet 
weekly, for around an hour, 
with a Stephen Minister for 
as long as your need 
continues?   
 
Contact one of the leaders 
below and let us care for 
you! 
 
Lori Samp, Team 
Coordinator,  
saved57@gmail.com or 
367-9422 
 
Pastor Bob DeBolt, 
pstrbob@mtco.com or  
253-5504 

The Washington Ministerial 
Association will be 
sponsoring a Prayer Service 
and Social hour at 
Evangelical United 
Methodist Church, 401 
Walnut Street, Washington, 
on Sunday January 9th, 
2011. It will begin with a 
social hour at 5:00 pm. 
Come join your neighbors 
for coffee and cookies. At 
6:00pm the prayer service 
starts with rousing worship 
music, comments from our 
mayor, Gary Manier, and 
other mayors from Peoria, 
E. Peoria, and Morton. We 
are also inviting the city 
council, all teachers, 
superintendents, principals, 
school support staff, 
emergency responders, 
police and fire department 
personnel from the City of 

Washington. Hear an 
inspiring message from the 
WMA president. Other local 
pastors will be praying for 
the individual governmental 
bodies and areas of our 
educational system. Please 
come and join the churches 
of the Washington 
Ministerial Association for a 
time to pray for our leaders 
as we seek God’s Blessing 
and direction on our 
community.    
 
Our Purpose 
  
“The purpose of the WMA is 
to gather together to build 
relationships between clergy 
in order to worship, pray, 
serve and bear witness of 
Jesus Christ to the 
Community.” 
 

We also serve local 
Washington residents who 
are in financial hardship and 
transients traveling through 
the city of Washington who 
need help with gas, food or 
overnight lodging.  
 
The WMA meetings are 
held the first Wednesday of 
the month at 8:30 am at the 
Washington Christian 
Village Supportive Living 
Center and is open to all 
clergy, deacons, elders or 
contact persons from the 
local Washington area 
churches.  
 

Prayer Service/Social Event for Washington 
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Congratulations to the newest 
additions to our Crossroads 
family: 
 

Levi Harold Vercler was born 
on November 24.  He is the son 
of Aaron and Courtney and 
grandson of Tim and Wendy 
Custis. 
 

Hannah Grace Reetz was born 
on December 7.  She is 
welcomed home by mom and 
dad, Wes and Alisa, and siblings 
Elisabeth and Isaac. 
 

Congratulations to Ryan 
Riggins and Holly Kefauver 
who were married at Crossroads 
on Saturday, December 4. 
 
Finally, we share our sympathy 
and prayers with: 
 
Bill and Debbie Royer on the 
death of Bill’s father, Wilbur 
Royer, on November 27. 
 

Darryl, Sara Murphy-Ege and 
family on the death of Sara’s 
mom, Cindy Murphy on 
December 1. 
 

Jurl Thurston, Deon, Sherry and 
Mackenzie on the death of 
Frank Thurston, a long-time 
member of Crossroads, on 
December 9. 

 

2011 Crossroads Officers 
The following members of 

our church family will 
serve on an 

administrative team in 
2011. 

 
Vision Team (formerly 
Administrative Council) 
 

Chair:   
 Charlie Zimmerman 
Secretary:   
 Carol Nelson 
Treasurer:   
 John Schultz     
Lay Leader:   
 Ron Kirby  
Financial Secretary:    
 Debbie Royer 
At Large Members:         
 Tia Long  
 Sally Opper  
 Peggy King  
 Pati Bean  
 Adam Penn 
Emmaus Rep:   
 Valerie Kruzan 
 Jim O’Malley 
Boy Scout Rep:  Jon Miller 
UMW Rep:   
 Nancy Bullard 
Delegates to Annual Conference:
 Terry Hillegonds  
 Karen Sitler 
  

Finance Team   
 

Mike Boston                   
Dean Quinn    
John Roley     
Greg Longfellow            
John Ciko                 
Wendy Kamischke 
Corey Pennington           
Tim Custis                   
Paul Plopper 
  
Pastor Parish Team   
 

Patty Hatfield                    
Joe Russell     
Rich Brown 
Heather Longfellow   
Rob Bell                
Nancy Quinn 
Jose Salazar-Vior         
Maureen Boyd    
 
Personnel Team             
 

Jolie Alois                           
Tim Auth        
Karen Sitler 
Ken Rose                     
Clete Winkelmann   
Jeff Palmer 
Toni Dattilo                
Patty Muir 
Wes Reetz 
 

Board of Trustees                 
 

Tod Anderson         
Leslie Lee         
Rick Raczak    
Nancy Cline             
Russ Petri                   
Jen Rudzinski 
Dave Rumer                      
Merrill Johnsen          
Mike Barclay 
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Sewing Circle 
 
The Dorcas Sewing Circle  
meets weekly on 
Wednesdays from 9:00am 
to noon.  Even if you are 
not an experienced sewer, 
you are welcome to join us 
for some great fellowship 
and to share ideas.  

 

Men’s Fellowship 
 

Guys, join us at the Men’s 
Fellowship Group, which 
meets on the 4th Tuesday of 
each month in the chapel. 
Join us for supper, a 
testimony, a Bible study, 
and prayer.  We encourage 
all men to come, and invite 
your friends.  This is a 
great opportunity to see 
what God is doing among 
us. 
 

Spirited Book 
Discussion Group 

 
 

At the meeting in the church 
library at 1:00pm on January 
18th, 2011 we will discuss 
So You Don't Want To Go 
To Church Anymore by 
Wayne Jacobsen and Dave 
Coleman. It will be cold 
outside, but our discussion 
will warm you up!  Join us 
for great discussion, fun, 
and fellowship. 
 

The book for  February 
15th will be No Turning 
Back: My Summer With 
Daddy King by Gurdon 
Brewster, a seminary 
student who spent time with 
Dr. King.  In March, we will 
discuss The Wounded 
Healer by Henri Nouwen.  
 

For more information, 
contact Nancy Bullard at 
444-5140. 

Fellowship Opportunities 

Senior News             
Senior Meal 

 

Our Senior Meal will be 
Tuesday, January 11. We 
will meet in the dining area 
at 12:00pm. Come and 
enjoy wonderful fellowship 
and a great meal and begin 
the new year with new 
friends and "old". Please 
call the church office  
(444-2381) for a 
reservation. 
 

M & M’s Potluck 
Dinner 

 
Bring your favorite dish and 
join the M & M’s for a 
potluck on January 10th at 
5:00 p.m. If you are so 
inclined, include the recipe 

for your wonderful dish, or 
you may want to be coy and 
keep it a secret! You may 
bring a vegetable dish, 
salad, rolls, or dessert. 
Chicken will be supplied. 
 
Following the meal, the 
very talented Julie and Jim 
Bayless will honor us with 
their wonderful praise 
music. We are so blessed to 
have such great talent as 
part of our church family. 
They will also join us for 
dinner. 
 
A potluck dinner is the 
perfect opportunity for 
older adults to become 
acquainted with new 
friends.    
 

Please call the church at  
444-2381 to let us know 
you are coming.  If you 
have questions, call Sally 
Charlton at the church. 
 
If you need a ride to the 
church and back home 
again, just let that be known 
when you call.   

A Girls Night Out 
Friday, January 21st    

6:00  - 10:00 pm 
 
Come out for a girls night of 
friends and fellowship.  
Want to quickly get those 
stacks of photos into 
albums?  Or get those 
holiday photos off your 
memory stick?  Traditional, 
digital, or slip-in albums... 
whatever you prefer, I can 
show you how to get it done 
quickly and easily.  Whether  
you want to come and cross-
stitch, sew, work on a craft 
project or even clean out a 
junk drawer, let’s get 
together for some great 
fellowship!   
 

We will meet once a month 
through May. 
 

Contact Tammy Miller  at 
444-2408 for more 
information. 
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This month’s spotlight will 
focus on John Sitler, Video 
Director at Crossroads.  John 
began serving in this ministry 
after he and his wife started 
attending Crossroads (then 
known as “First United 
Methodist Church”)  in 1996.  
Danny Cox, our pastor at the 
time, decided to start a Video 
Ministry and John volunteered.  
Soon he was the leader of the 
team.   
 
At first the only responsibility 
of the team was to show the 
power points during church 
services.  The ministry has 
grown tremendously since then.  
The video team is responsible 
for making sure the words to 
worship songs and hymns are 
up on the screens.  This involves 
making sure the words match 
what the congregation is 
singing.  John says it is very 
frustrating if the words don’t 
match the music, so he tries to 
make sure his team “practices” 
the slide presentation with the 
songs.  Something that John 
really enjoys is matching 
images to the words in a song.  
“A song is a story”, John says, 
and it’s important to enhance 
the story with pictures to go 
along with a song.   
 
Another responsibility of the 
Video Team is to run the 
cameras from the balcony.  Did 
you know there are 3 people 
upstairs video taping the service 

every week?  These videos are 
available to people if they want 
a copy of baptism, confirmation, 
or other special services. 
 
John loves music and is 
spiritually fed by listening to the 
music at Crossroads, no matter 
if it is contemplative or 
energizing.  He loves the idea of 
putting a thought into a person’s 
mind through an image on the 
screen that may not have 
occurred to them before.  He 
also loves the fellowship with 
the youth helpers, the sound & 
video team, and Acts 29.  He 
enjoys watching the youth bring 
new ideas to the team. 
 
Another important part of this 
ministry that he really enjoys is 
video taping weddings and 
putting together a video for the 
wedding party using 4 different 
camera angles. 
 
I asked John to tell me about a 
funny story or a memorable 
moment he has had while 
serving on the Video Team.  He 
remembers one particular 
Christmas Eve at the Elm Street 
location when the computer 
crashed right in the middle of 
the service.  They needed to  
reboot the computer, find the 
power point, AND find the right 
place in the power point all  
while the pastor’s daughter sang 
one song!  They were able to 
accomplish all of this and no 
one knew there had been a 

problem.   It was stressful at the 
time, but he laughs about it 
now.   
 
John and Karen have been 
attending Crossroads 14 years 
and John is also a member of 
the Crossroads Ringers, and has 
served on the Board of Trustees, 
the Worship Committee, has 
taught Sunday School, and has 
led Bible Studies.  His favorite 
memory is when we broke 
ground for our current church 
building.   
 
Thank you, John, for all your 
hard work!  If you would like to 
“step out of the boat” as John 
has, the Video Ministry is 
looking for anyone high school 
age and up to run the cameras 
on Sunday mornings.  They also 
need volunteers to help with 
lighting and to learn our slide 
show program to integrate all 
visual aspects of the service. 
 
~Angie Shaw 
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United Methodist Women 
UMW Connections 

We are very grateful to all 
who donated, bought, or 
helped at our Cookie Walk. 
It was a success and we 
raised a nice amount for our 
mission work. 
 
New Year's Resolutions:  
 

Seek to be a follower of 
Jesus Christ who lives your 
faith in acts of justice and 
mercy, seek to be a catalyst 
for change, seek to be a 
woman of prayer, seek to 
help the illiterate, the 
abused, and the 
malnourished, seek to be in 
a community of women that 

cares and nourishes one 
another. UMW keeps these 
resolutions and many more.  
 
Won't you be a part of 
our activities, projects, 
and programs?  
 
" .... I now remind you to 
stir into flame the gift of 
God which is within you"  
2 Timothy 1:6. 
 
Blessings to all of you in 
this New Year! 
  
~ Nancy Bullard 
 

 
 

Looking Ahead: 
 
NOTE:  There will not be a 
UMW meeting in January 
2011. 
 

February 3rd at 1:00pm 
Pledge Service and 

“Birthday Tea Party” 
 

 

Walk to Emmaus News 
Men’s Emmaus Walk 

February 3rd-6th 
 

Women’s Emmaus 
Walk 

February 10th-13th 
 
For more information on any 
of these events, visit 
www.ilheartlandemmaus.com. 
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“Every time I think of you, I 
give thanks to my God.” 
~Philippians 1:3 
 
 
Snow did not keep buyers away 
from the Cookie Walk.  A big 
thanks to those who contributed 
their favorite holiday treats!  It 
made for a successful fundraiser 
for United Methodist Women in 
their effort to support local and 
international missions.   
 
See you next year! 
United Methodist Women 
 

To all my church friends, 
I want to thank all of you for 
praying for me during my time 
of unemployment and grief of 
losing my job of 23 years.   I 
cannot ever thank you enough 
for your concern and thoughts.  
It is only through God’s grace 
and mercy that I have a job 
now.  I thank God every day for 
my job. 
 
Peace and Blessings, 
Don Kammermann 
 

Thank you to everyone who 
bought items at the Dorcas 
Sewing Circle Sale.  We made 
$240 and was able to purchase a 
serger sewing machine. 
 
Dorcas Sewing Circle 

Notes from Our Congregation 



Pastors & Staff 
Directing Pastor 

Tom Goodell 
pastors@mtco.com 

(309) 444-8778 
Pastor of Congregational Care 

Bob DeBolt 
pastors@mtco.com 

(309) 367-2504 
Pastor of Discipleship 

Bob Lawry 
pastors@mtco.com 

Parish Nurse 
Sally Charlton  

charlton@mtco.com 
Youth Director 

Trevor Bartolomucci 
trevorb@mtco.com  

Director of Christian Education 
Sue Husted  

sueh@mtco.com 
Nursery Coordinator 

Stephanie Wendte 
stephw@mtco.com 
Building Manager 

Craig Hibbard 
chibbard@mtco.com 

Assistant to the Pastors 
Angie Shaw  

ashaw@mtco.com 
Business Administrator 

Debbie Royer  
droyer@mtco.com  

Receptionist 
Brenda Thornburg 

brendat@mtco.com 
Assistant to the Business Administrator 

Amber Johnsen 
amberj@mtco.com 

Video Director 
John Sitler  

jsitler@mtco.com 
Director of Music Ministry 

Will Meachum 
wmeach@mtco.com 

Worship Leader 
Jim Bayless  

praiseways@yahoo.com 
Accompanist 

Brian Wierenga  
bwier@mtco.com 
Handbell Director 

Cliff Smith 
Youth Handbell Director 

Kathy Palmer 
Little Lambs Preschool Director 

Tracie Carey 
mstracie@mtco.com 

Little Lambs Teachers 
Traci Ohlman 

mrsohlman@mtco.com 
Amy Jones 

msamy@mtco.com 
Leslie Garrison 

Teri Richie 
Faith & Finance 

fincoach@mtco.com 

Crossroads                   
United Methodist             

Church of Washington 
 

P.O. Box 299 
1420 N. Main St. 

Washington, IL 61571 
 

Our mission is to grow disciples 
and send them out into the  

crossroads of our communities to 
impact lives for Jesus Christ. 

 

Office Hours 
Monday –Thursday 

8:30am-4:00pm 
Friday 

8:30am-1:00 pm 
 

Phone: (309)444-2381 
Fax: (309)444-9818 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
 

8:30 am  
Spirited Traditional  

 

9:45 am  
Christian Education  

for All Ages 
 

11:00 am  
 Casual Contemporary                           

 
 
 
 

www.crossroads4all.org 
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