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issue of The
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articles to
ashaw@mtco.com
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Please send
address
corrections to
Laurie Bouton at
Ibouton@
mtco.com or call
the church office
at 444-2381.

The monthly
birthday list is
available at the
Welcome Desk
and on the
Crossroads
website.
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From the Senior Pastor

Our government recently
announced a change in the
mission of our space program to
landing human beings on Mars,
which means an end to missions
to the moon. They believe there
is much more to learn about

Mars than the moon at this point.

It is sad for those of us who
remember Neil Armstrong and
the Apollo 11 mission in 1969. |
remember watching the grainy
footage of the lunar landing in a
school classroom. Mr.
Armstrong and his crew reached
the moon only because we were
committed as a nation to achieve
this goal. President John F.
Kennedy had announced at a
joint session of Congress on
May 25, 1961, “I believe that
this nation should commit itself
to achieving the goal, before this
decade is out, of landing a man
on the Moon and returning him
safely to the Earth.” We
committed to the mission and
reached that goal.

Crossroads United Methodist
Church has a mission. Our
mission is to “grow disciples for
Jesus Christ and send them out
into the world.” We grow as
disciples through Christian
fellowship, prayer, worship,
service and outreach,
stewardship and Bible study.

Our ministries at Crossroads are
focused on growing disciples.

But we, the church people, must
also be on board with this
mission. We need to
intentionally grow as disciples
and ask God to stretch us and
challenge us to be the people
and church He has called us to
be. America reached the moon
not just because of John
Kennedy and Neil Armstrong.
We reached the moon because
millions of Americans
committed their tax dollars,
resources and public support to
this mission.

My favorite story about the
lunar mission comes from a time
when President Kennedy was
touring NASA headquarters
shortly after the national
mission was announced. He
was being introduced to a
variety of engineers and
astronauts who all reported that
their mission was to put an
American on the Moon. The
tour turned down a hallway and
encountered a custodian with a
mop. President Kennedy
playfully asked her what her
mission was at NASA and she
responded, “Why Mr. President,
I am working to put a man on
the moon.”

MAY 2010

How are you growing as a
disciple for our mission? Where
is God challenging you to step out
of the boat? What progress can
you measure in your service,
stewardship, prayer life and
outreach to others?

A mission statement is effective
not because people know it, but
because people engage in it. So
let us continue to allow God to
grow us as disciples through the
ministries of the church, and go
out into the crossroads of our
communities and work as
disciples. 1 am glad to be on the
journey of discipleship with you.

Pastor Tom



Adopt-a-Block

Adopt-a-Block is a ministry
of the South Side Mission
of Peoria. In this program,
various area churches have
“adopted” a block of homes
in the 61605 zip code,
which is on the far south
side of Peoria. (It is not the
area where most of the
shootings and drugs are.)
Most of the residents are
elderly, and some are
handicapped. Each church
group is assigned a block,
and two Saturday mornings
per month, they visit the
residents. Groups have
brief fellowship with the
residents, sometimes pray
with them, and check to see

if they have a need the
group or the South Side
Mission might address. A
baked item (bread, banana
bread, cookies, etc.) is
given to each resident.
Soon a relationship is
developed and these people
know there will be someone
checking on them at least
every couple of weeks.

The groups meet at the
South Side Mission for
prayer before going out. It
takes about one and a half
hours.

Crossroads is planning to
“adopt a block”. If you
are interested in being a part
of this ministry by attending
the Saturday sessions or by
providing a baked item,
contact Chuck Dixon at
444-9461.

Mother/Daughter /Friend Banquet

Mother/Daughter/
Friend Banquet
May 14"
6:00pm
“Paper Doll Parade”

The meal will be a potluck;
bring a dish to pass.
Beverages and table service
will be provided.

Betty Wettstein will present
a wonderful program about
her extensive paper doll
collection.

There is no charge, but

please call the church office

(444-2381) by May 10" so
that we can reserve a SpOt
for you.

This event is sponsored by
the United Methodist
Women.
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dep by Step

This year, 2010, has been a year
of celebration for Celebrate
Recovery. Many ‘firsts’ have
been celebrated throughout the
ministry and April was probably
the most outstanding month to
date ~ although we can hardly
wait to see what God has in store
next. Not only did the ministry
celebrate three outstanding years
of operation at the end of April,
but it also graduated the second
group of recovery leaders
through men’s and women’s step
studies.

What is a Step Study? A step
study is a group of men or
women who:

e recognize their ‘obstacles’ to
living a life that honors
Christ first and foremost

e learn to break through their
denial

e come together as a group to
work through the Christ
centered Twelve Steps and
Eight Recovery Principles.

These steps and principles help
us work toward peace with God,
help us make peace with
ourselves, and with others, and
give us tools to maintain that
peace.

A step study is a BIG
COMMITMENT! Step studies
progress at the level of the group
members and can take as few as
six months or as many as
eighteen months. Group
members become very close as
they find honesty, acceptance
and Truth using God’s Word as
the measuring stick. Who
belongs in a step study? A step
study is for ANYONE who
struggles with any hurt, any
habit, or any hang-up. If this
statement is true of you, “l am a
sinner,” then you can join.

There is nothing more satisfying
than working toward intimacy
with God ~ becoming willing to
allow God to work on our
character defects and living life

Threads of Love

Where is Samaritan’s
Closet?

Our team has been hearing this
over and over. After our first
Samaritan’s Closet one year ago,
we dreamed about having a
permanent location to assist
people with ongoing clothing
needs. Our team has been
working with a growing number
of Washington churches to open
a clothing center later this
spring. There are currently 6
churches who have signed a
covenant to support Threads of
Love. Itis very exciting to see

Christians coming together
throughout the community to
support those in need. Some of
the many ways you can help
Threads of Love include:

Volunteer to sort clothing
e Volunteer to staff the center
on giveaway days
Donate hangers, storage
containers and/or grocery
bags
e  Help with our wish list
(sturdy clothing racks,
tables, chairs, shelving units,
commercial vacuum
cleaner)

without the ’ o i -

things that hold
us back. This
process is not
magic ~ but it
offers tools for
daily living to
give us serenity
and joy no
matter what the
circumstances.
New step
studies for women and men are
planned in the fall. Look for
announcements in the
Messenger and in the church
bulletin. Questions? Email:
crecover@mtco.com, or call the
church office to get more
information.

i
T

e Write a check
(made out to
Crossroads with
“Threads of
Love” in the
memo line)

If you would like to volunteer
for this new outreach program
or have questions, please call

the church office at 444-2381.
Look for more information in
the coming months!

Is this where you step out of the
boat?
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dpecial Needs Mimistry Survey

At Crossroads, one of our goals is to teach God'’s children about Christ
regardless of their special needs, and to minister to their families in the
way that Christ showed His love for all people. A specizl needs ministry
team has been formed for this purpose. Please help us with our mission
by filling out the following survey.

Do you have a child who has a disability or special need? ___yes _ no
If yes, what is his or her special need?

What is your child’s name and age?

What could be done to make your child’s classes more accessible or
comfortable?

What could be done to better support your family?

I am interested in helping with the special needs ministry in the following
way(s):

___Help on the planning team
____Learn about becoming a “buddy” for a special needs child
____Pray for our team and special needs children

____lama special education teacher, speech pathologist, physical therapist,
nurse or doctor and would be interested in helping with this ministry

____ | have further questions. Please contact me.

Is there anything else you would like to share with us about your child or
family?

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey. Please submit this
form to the church office, place it in the offering plate on Sunday morning,
or give it to Kathy Deatherage.

Name

Phone Number
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Just for Kids

Save the Date:

Heavenly Heroes:
To Eternity and Beyond!
Vacation Bible School 2010
July 12th-16th

Can you help?

We are collecting plastic baby
food jars for a Sunday School
project. If you can help, please
bring them to the church office.

Crossroads Youth News

High School Lighthouse:

Every Wednesday night
6:30-8:30pm
Dinner, small groups, games,
lesson, music and more!!
Note: The last Lighthouse date
for the school year is May 26"

Middle School Impact:

6th-8th Grade
Sunday evenings
6:30-8:00pm
Fun, games, lesson, snacks
and much, much more!!!
Note: NO Impact on May 23,
and the last day Impact will
meet for the school year is
May 30"

“Collecting Copper to
Go to Copperhill TN”

Shake out your piggy banks and
look under the couch for those
lost copper pennies. This
summer’s youth mission trip
will be to the Appalachian
Mountains, Copperhill
Tennessee. Help support the
Senior High Mission trip to
Copperhill by gathering up your
copper pennies.

5000 pennies = $50
2500 pennies = $25
1000 pennies = $10

Crossroads Looks Upward

Upward Sports is a first-class
sports experience that
emphasizes healthy competition,
sportsmanship, skill building
and fun, versus the “win-at-all-
costs” mentality found in many
sports leagues for children. We
are working to bring an Upward
basketball league to Crossroads
in 2011. The league would take
place on Saturdays and focus on
teaching children basketball

skills as well as good
sportsmanship and faith
building.

We will host an informational
meeting about Upward on
Wednesday, May 12" at 7 PM
at the church.

Please join us at the meeting to
learn more about this ministry
and how you can help us

Little Lambs
Preschool Closing
Program

May 18" at 6:00pm
Sanctuary

Please look for
us after the
services in May
to help donate
to our mission
trip.

You don’t have to give just
pennies; we will take checks
and paper money as well.

If you have any questions please
contact Trevor Bartolomucci.

SPORTS
Z

through your prayers, leadership
or support. To learn more about
Upward, you can contact Rick
Lavaux at 309-369-4024 or
rlccbw@yahoo.com.
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Walk to Emmaus News

PAGE 6'

Women’s Walks Men’s Walks For more information,
July 29-August 1 July 15-18 contact Val Kruzan at
September 9-12 August 26-29 745-3321 or visit the

Emmaus website at
ilheartlandemmaus.com.
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Senior News

M and M’s Outing entertainer and a hit-filled Senior Meal
to career spanning the decades
Bob Evans Restaurant &  from 1939 —1962. We will Tuesday, May 11th
Illinois Central College ~ be treated to 19 of his hits, at noon
for a including “Mona Lisa”, Fellowship Hall
Tribute to Nat King Cole "~ T00 Young™, “Paper
Moon” & “Unforgettable”. e will have a delicious
On Saturday May 22", the meal and visit with old and
M and M’s will load the The tickets are $16 and are  new friends. Mark your
buses at 5:00 p.m. and head ~ available at the church calendars and call the
to Bob Evans in East Peoria  Office. This is an invitation  church office for a
for dinner reservations at to seniors who are new at reservation.
5:30. After dinner, we will Crossroads or to those who
go to ICC for “Straighten have not been a part of M
Up and Fly Right”, an and M activities.
unforgettable tribute to Nat
King Cole. If you have questions
contact Sally at the church,
This one-of-a-kind 444-2381.

production explores the
genius of this unique

Life Enrichment Seminar

When in trouble — “Managing Stress and Cost: $10
When in doubt Overcoming Anxiety” Seating is limited to 30
Run in circles — Tuesday, May 25 participants.
Scream and shout 7:00-9:00pm Request childcare at time
Room 107 of reservation.
OR...
MAKE A PLAN (Since this workshop and For reservations: Contact
to attend the the Beth Moore simulcast Darlene at 444-8160 or
LIFE ENRICHMENT at Riverside Community wwmwwm@gmail.com
SERIES WORKSHOP Church were both on
with Darlene Cali April 24th, the date was Reservation deadline:
changed so that you have May 22

the opportunity to attend
both.)
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Nurse Sally’s Tip of the Month

Heart Disease in Women

Heart disease is often thought of
as a man’s problem but more
women than men die of heart
disease each year. Women are
six times more likely to die of
heart disease than from breast
cancer. Heart disease kills more
women over 65 than all cancers
combined. It’s the third leading
cause of death for women ages
25 — 44 and the second leading
cause in women ages 45 — 65.

One challenge for women is that
heart disease symptoms can be
different from the symptoms in
men. The most common
symptom in both sexes is some
type of pain, pressure or
discomfort in the chest. But it’s
not always the most severe
symptom.

Women are more likely to
have signs and symptoms
unrelated to chest pain, such
as:

Neck, shoulder, upper
back or abdominal
discomfort

Shortness of breath

Nausea or vomiting

Sweating

Lightheadedness or
dizziness

Unusual fatigue

Some of the risk factors
include a combination of fat
around the abdomen, high blood
pressure, high blood sugar, high
triglycerides, mental stress,
depression, smoking and low
levels of estrogen after
menopause.

Some lifestyle changes that can
help reduce your risk include:
exercising 30 — 60 minutes on
most days, maintaining a
healthy weight, not smoking,
and eating a diet low in
saturated fat, cholesterol and

Women are 6

times more

salt.

. . likely to die
A daily aspirin can have a
number of benefits for women, of heart

such as preventing a first stroke
or heart attack, preventing a
second heart attack and
reducing heart disease risk.
Have a discussion with your
doctor about the risks and
benefits of taking aspirin
based on your own individual
risks. Do not start on an
aspirin regime without first
discussing it with your
physician.

disease then
from breast

cancer.

Reference: Mayo Clinic

East Bible Study and Prayer Group

This fall, Crossroads will be the
host church for the east division
of the Peoria Community Bible
Study, which currently meets at
Grace Presbyterian Church.
The study will be held on
Wednesdays, September 1
through December 15 from
9:30-11:30am.

They will be studying “It’s in
the Book: 1 John” and “If You
Will Pray: the Book of
Nehemiah”. Child care is
available.

Fees are $20 for adults and $5
per child.

For a registration packet contact
Lynn Sutton at
suttlynn@mtco.com or
383-3378.

Peoria Community Bible Study
has always had a desire to birth
another class in the Peoria area.
Last summer, the Lord led them
to start a class east of the Illinois
River. Since the Peoria class
will move to a new location in
2010, a smaller class will be
held at Crossroads. Although
this class will not be a fully
sanctioned CBS class, this is
their hope for the future.

Community Bible Study has
well over 600 classes in the
United States. Their mission is
to “make disciples of the Lord
Jesus Christ in our communities
through caring in-depth Bible
study, available to all.”

For more information:
www.communitybiblestudy.org
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Fellowship Opportunities

Sewing Circle

The Dorcas Sewing Circle
now meets weekly on
Wednesdays from 9:00am
to noon.

Even if you are an
inexperienced sewer, you
are welcome to join us for
some great fellowship and
to share ideas.

Men’s Fellowship

Guys, join us at the Men’s
Fellowship Group, which
meets on the 4" Tuesday of
each month in the chapel.

The next meeting is
Tuesday, May 25" at
6:00pm.

Join us for supper, a
testimony, a Bible study,
and prayer. We encourage
all men to come, and invite
your friends. This is a
great opportunity to see
what God is doing among
us.

Spirited Book
Discussion Group

The Spirited Book
Discussion GrouE will
meet on May 18" at
1:00 pm in the church
library. We will be

discussing the book Same
Kind of Different As Me by
Ron Hall and Denver
Moore.

The Book Group will be on
vacation during the summer
and we will begin meeting
again in September. On
September 21, we will
discuss Her Mother's Hope
by Francine Rivers. This
family saga is a good book
to read during the summer.
Contact Nancy Bullard for
more information.

Church Library
Newsflash!

Some readers are having
trouble reaching the top
book shelves. A reacher has
been placed in the library for
your use. You will find it on
the check out cart. Please do
not remove it from the
library so that it will be
available for those who need
a helping "arm".

Love Packages Day
Trip #8

Tuesday, June 1, 2010
Church bus leaves at
7:00am

Adults and high school
students are welcome,
whether you are a veteran

worker or it’s your first
time. We will spend the
day working in Steve
Schmidt’s warehouse,
where tons of Christian
literature are prepared for
shipment all over the
world. Anyone can help;
there are sit-down jobs as
well as jobs sorting,
packing, etc. Please call
the church office
(444-2381) if you are
interested.

Attention all Golfers:

Mixed Doubles Scrambler
Golf Fundraiser for the
Garrett Evangelical
Theology Seminary
Scholarship
Saturday, May 22, 1:00pm
Hillcrest Golf Course

The day will include a
silent auction, hole
sponsors, and best of all,
golf. All golfers are
welcome. Sign up your
team with Joe Cimino.
Both golfers and non-
golfers may sign up to be a
hole sponsor. Help make
the first golf fund raiser a
success! Questions or to
sign up: Contact Joe
Cimino at 444-3311 or
Cliff Smith at 444-8516.
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A Prayer for May

Come, Spirit, breath of God,
Breathe new life into me.
Blow away the cobwebs in my mind;
Clear away the debris in my soul.

Bring healing to my wounds and comfort

to my grief.

Refresh my spirit, set my feet to dancing,

and set my heart ablaze.

Wind of God, touch my life

and open me to your direction.

Amen

Prayer Challenge

“Jesus Prayer Program”

One of the most amazing things
in all the Scriptures is how
much time Jesus spent in prayer.
He had only three years of
public ministry, yet He was
never too hurried to spend hours
in prayer. He prayed before
every difficult task confronting
Him. He prayed with
regularity—not a day began or
closed in which He did not
unfold His soul before His
Father.

How quickly and carelessly, by
contrast, we pray. Snatches of
memorized verses are hastily
spoken in the morning; then we
say good-bye to God for the rest
of the day, until we rush through
a few closing petitions at night.

This is not the prayer program
that Jesus outlined. Jesus
pleaded long and repeatedly. It
is recorded that He spent entire
nights in fervent appeal. No one

could have been busier—but He
was never too busy for prayer.

What keeps you from making
prayer a priority in your
schedule?

By Billy Graham
From his book
“Hope For Each Day”

“Prayers Are Precious
Jewels”

You and I live in a loud world.
To get someone’s attention is no
easy task. He must be willing to
set everything aside to listen:
turn down the radio, turn away
from the monitor, turn the
corner of the page and set down
the book. When someone is
willing to silence everything
else so he can hear us clearly, it
is a privilege. A rare privilege,
indeed.

('Your ) prayers are honored ( in
heaven ) as precious jewels.

Purified and empowered, the
words rise in a delightful
fragrance to our Lord—Your
words do not stop until they
reach the very throne of God.

Your prayer on earth activates
God’s power in heaven, and
“God’s will is done on earth as
itis in heaven”.

Your prayers move God to
change the world. You may not
understand the mystery of
prayer. You don’t need to. But
this much is clear: actions in
heaven begin when someone
prays on earth.

By Max Lucado
From his book
“Grace For The Moment”
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~“Baptis...

UMW supports
women’s
empowerment
and gender
justice projects
all over the
world.

Pastoral Notes

A warm welcome to our
newest church members!
Matt and Lisa Smith
joined Crossroads on

April 25 upon transfer from
another church. They are
the parents of Carson and
Campbell, who were
baptized on April 25.

Mike Pershing joined
Crossroads on April 11. He
and Betsy are the parents of
Andrew, Brian and Sam.
Mike joined upon transfer
from another United
Methodist Church.

Also celebrating the
sacrament of baptism in
April were Larry Brittain,
who was baptized on

April 10, and Andrew
Brittain, Larry and Lori’s
son. Adam, Daniel and
Matthew Bean were
baptized on April 3. They
are the children of George
and Pati. Brian and Kevin
Scott, sons of Bob and
Julie, were baptized on
April 17. Abigail Koerner,
daughter of Gordon and
Amy, was baptized on
April 18.

Crossroads celebrates
with the confirmation
class of 2009-2010:
Taylor Anderson, Daniel
Bean, Joshua Berryman,
John Chapman, Mason
Chockley, Connor Davis,
Kaitlyn DeWitt, Brody

~

\

Hibbard, Marissa
Hutchinson, Abigail
Koerner, Grayson McGraw,
Hayley Reneau, Jonathan
Rose, Brian Scott, Rachel
Shurman, Nick Sievers,
Ashley Slotter, Gabe
Tomlinson, Kyle
Uhlenhake, Joe Weinrich,
Courtney White-Mickle and
Hayley Willis.

Our sympathy to the family
of Elsie Uphoff, a member
of Crossroads, who passed
away on April 16.
Memorials may be made to
Crossroads.

7/
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United Methodist Women

UMW Connections

Our United Methodist
Women has a long history
of fulfilling God’s call to
work for women, children,
and youth around the world
and to call for social
change. Just as our
foremothers did, we support
women’s empowerment and
gender justice projects all
over the world. Our local
and worldwide mission
work also carries on the
ideals of our foremothers.

In 2008, even though we
were facing the worst
economic crisis in decades,
more than 800,000 UMW
members worldwide raised
$19.3 million for mission

work with women, children,
and youth, showing them
the love of Christ that we
all share. The 2009
statistics will reflect the
same cheerful and caring
giving. UMW projects
outside the U.S. include
hotels, hospitals, clinics,
schools, women’s
residences, community
centers, day care centers,
and more. Maintaining
property is also critical to
the mission work. United
Methodist Women always
make a way out of what
seems to be no way. Our
foremothers challenged the
church and society and we
take up their challenge
today.

--Written by Nancy Bullard

Looking ahead...

District Prayer
Breakfast & Personal
Growth Seminar
Monday, June 28
Tremont UMC

More information coming
soon, or call Nancy Bullard
at 444-5140 for
reservations.

- e e e e e e e e o e o e e e e e e
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Notes from our Congregation

The Sewing Group at
Crossroads would like to thank
Don Brubaker for giving us
Anna’s sewing machine.

The Dorcas Sewing Group

Thank you to our pastors, nurse,
and church family for your
prayers, calls, cards, visits, food,
and your concern during my
recent surgery and recovery at
home. You are truly a caring,
loving church.

Nancy Wright

Thank you so much to our
church family before, during
and after my bypass surgery. A
special thank you to Pastor Tom
and Pastor Bob for the hospital
visits.

God bless you all,

Mark and Barb Kirk &
family

The Easter Party Committee
would like to thank everyone
who helped to make the party
such a success. Nearly 100
children enjoyed the puppet
show and the Easter story, and
even made a fun craft. Even
more children from our
community had the joy of
finding lots of eggs stuffed with
candy at the egg hunt. This
effort would not have been
possible without the help of our
dedicated congregation. Special
thanks to our teachers, kitchen
staff, egg hunt helpers and those
who donated eggs and candy.
Extra thanks to our bunny, Scott
Deatherage. You were great!
Sarah Tellefson & Amy
Moehle

I wish to express my sincere
appreciation to Pastor Tom,
Pastor Bob, Sally and to all
others for the visits and prayers
while | was at Proctor Hospital
and the Apostolic Christian
Skyline. Thanks to my church
friends for visiting, calling and
sending cards and gifts. 1
appreciate everything.
Sincerely,

Ed Pickell

(Since this thank you note was
written, Ed has suffered two
strokes. Mike and Stacy Pickell
wish to thank you for your
continued prayers for Ed.)

I wish to thank all that sent
cards and letters in regards to
my recent surgery on my leg as
well as 4 stomach ulcers. | am
told by doctors that my stomach
problem was caught just at the
right time or | might not be here
today. Praise the Lord for his
work with the doctors and for
giving them wisdom.

Tom Finson

To our Crossroads family:

We want to thank all of you
who helped us celebrate our 50"
anniversary on April 17™. Your
cards, prayers, & being with us
was very meaningful to us & to
our families from all over the
U.S.. They loved meeting and
visiting with all of you, & were
so grateful to know that we have
an awesome church family.

We are so blessed.

Ann & Larry Roberts

Thank you to all my friends at
Crossroads that sent cards, made
phone calls or visited me after
my recent surgery. | really
appreciated Pastor Tom and
Pastor Bob's hospital visits. My
prayer shawl has helped me
know God was always with me.
In Christian love,

Marilyn Wilson

Little Lambs Preschool wishes
to thank Central Grade School
for welcoming us to Mrs.
Evans’ Kindergarten room for a
visit!

=

WANTED: Storage cabinet
for sewing supplies. The
Dorcas Sewing Group is
looking for a storage unit they
can use for their sewing
supplies. If you have one in
good condition that you would
like to donate, please contact
Darlene Dixon at 444-9461.
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Traci Ohiman
mrsohlman@mtco.com
Marci Weiss
mweiss@mtco.com
Amy Jones
msamy(@mtco.com
Faith & Finance
fincoach@mtco.com

Crossroads

United Methodist
Church of Washington
Our mission is to grow disciples
for Jesus Christ and send them
out into the crossroads
of our communities.

P.O. Box 299
1420 N. Main St.

Washington, IL 61571

Office Hours
Monday —Thursday
8:30am-4:00pm
Friday
8:30am-1:00 pm

Phone: (309)444-2381
Fax: (309)444-9818

Return Service Requested

Sunday Worship Schedule

8:30 am
Spirited Traditional
Sanctuary
11:00 am
Casual Contemporary
Sanctuary
11:15 am
Casual Traditional
Faith Chapel

9:45 am
Christian Education
for All Ages




