
to our youth groups, on Thursday 
nights to AWANA and on Friday 
nights to Kids for Christ (KFC).  
Can you believe it?  They could 
be home watching re-runs on 
television and instead they are 
giving their time away for a bunch 
of kids! 
 
On Sunday mornings we are 
giving away free music and 
lessons and listening time.  You 
can even get a hug for free here! 
 
Which gets me to thinking about 
all of this.  If we keep giving 
away our stuff and time like this, 
we are going to get a reputation in 
this community.  At least that is 
what I hope for! 
 
Pastor Tom 

GIVING OURSELVES AWAY 
 
I am a self-confessed cereal 
addict.  If it weren’t for the fact 
that I am happily married and 
reasonably responsible for the 
lives of two growing teenage 
boys, I would only stock cereal, 
bananas and milk in our 
household.  In my bachelor 
years, much like Jerry Seinfeld, I 
would frequently only have 
cereal in my cupboards. 
 
I like virtually all types of cereal 
(I only avoid those that are too 
sugary) and even like the healthy 
kinds.  New types of cereal are 
like an adventure.  So recently 
when the good people at the 
Peoria Journal Star have been 
enclosing free cereal samples 
with the morning paper, it is like 
Christmas at our house.  My wife 
said to one of my sons, “Why is 
dad so happy this morning?”  
My son replied, “There was a 
free box in the cereal wrapped in 
the sports page this morning!” 
 

Hey, if the cereal moguls want 
to keep giving their product 
away, I will keep eating it!  
Keep giving it away! 
 
Which gets me to thinking about 
how much we are giving away 
at Crossroads! 
 
For example, in the past few 
months we have given away 
over one hundred bags of 
groceries to the food pantries in 
Washington (WHIP) and 
Eureka, and fifty bags of 
cleaning supplies to the Dream 
Center in Peoria.  We gave 75 
backpacks filled with school 
supplies to Cunningham 
Children’s Home and another 75 
to Common Place in Peoria.  We 
gave away around 5,000 items 
of clothing last Spring at our 
Samaritan’s Closet. 
 
But it’s not just “stuff” we are 
giving away!  We are giving 
away our time as well.  There 
are adults giving time away on 
Wednesday and Sunday nights 
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• The deadline for 

the November 
issue of  The 
Messenger is Friday, 
October 23.  
Please submit 
articles to 
ashaw@mtco.com 
or send hard copies 
to the church 
office.   

• Please send 

address 
corrections to 
Angie Shaw at 
ashaw@mtco.com 
or call the church 
office at 444-2381. 

• The church 

calendar and the 
monthly birthday 
list are available at 
the Welcome Desk 
and on the 
Crossroads 

From the Senior Pastor 
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U N I T E D   

M E T H O D I S T   

C H U R C H  

October is Pastor Appreciation Month! 
 

Be sure to let our pastors know how much you appreciate them. 
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It’s not too 

late to join 

the 

Women’s 

Step Study!  

 

Celebrate Recovery News 
Break Free from all of 
life’s hurts, habits and 
hang-ups!  
 
Celebrate Recovery meets 
every Thursday night @ 
Crossroads UMC.  The 
schedule for the evening is 
as follows: 
6:00 Light meal  
6:30 Large Group Worship  
7:30 Open Share Small      
        Groups 
Free childcare and free 
transportation available. 
Newcomers are always 
welcome—no registration 
needed!  Questions?    
Call (309) 444-2381, or  
e-mail crecover@mtco.com 

Women’s Step Study 
 
A wonderful group of brave 
women have joined together 
to work toward healing and 
wholeness through the 
Christ centered 12 
steps.  The study is open 
only until the completion of 
Step 3, at which time it is 
closed to new 
participants.  If you have 
been thinking about joining 
and have yet to do so, come 
and give us a try.  The last 
day to join is October 
19th.  This study is 
especially for women and is 
sponsored by Celebrate 
Recovery.  For more 

information, inquire at 
Celebrate Recovery, call the 
church office at 444-2381 
or email at   
crecover@mtco.com.  
 
 

 

Celebrate Recovery Western Fellowship Night 
Thursday, October 1  

6:00 p.m. 
 
Saddle up your horses, (or 
any means of transport), put 
on your 10 gallon hat and 
your finest cowboy boots 
and come to Celebrate 
Recovery!  Weather 
permitting* we’ll gather  at 
the Crossroads ‘Holy 
Smoke’ Firepit near the 
lake, where we’ll lasso up a 
‘rugged’ meal of hot dogs, 
beans, peach cobbler and 

maybe S’mores.  We’ll sing 
our favorite praises western 
style, and then settle in for a 
campfire story about how 
Celebrate Recovery has 
changed the lives of its 
ministry team and where 
God is leading.  The  
young-n’s are welcome to 
eat with their families and 
then corral over to the free 
childcare center during 
story time.  Who belongs at 
Celebrate Recovery? 
Anyone who can name a 

hurt, habit or hang-up and 
desires change belongs at 
Celebrate Recovery. 
Celebrate Recovery is a 
Christ centered Recovery 
program.  Newcomers are 
always welcome!    
 
* Inclimate weather? Come 
inside!     
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Update from Margaret Machinga 

 

Samaritan’s Closet is Back! 
We need your gently used 

fall & winter clothing, 
shoes, belts & purses 

All sizes needed, 
especially infant/kids/teen 
 

Bring your donations to the 
church now through October 23rd 
 

Samaritan’s Closet 
Saturday, October 24th 

9-12 
 
 
 

Would you like to help 
with this project? 
 
We need lots of helpers to sort 
& organize clothing.  You, your 
small group, or Sunday School 
class can set your own hours 
and work as little or as much as 
you want.  We need helpers the 
day of the giveaway and also we 
would greatly appreciate 18 
gallon or larger plastic 
containers to sort clothing. 
 
 
 
 

Questions? Want 
to volunteer?   
Call: Jim & Sandy 
Tunnell at 444-9546; 
Cindy Shuford  at  
444-8036; or Alisa 
Smith-Reetz at  
444-9510. 
 
Last spring we had an 
amazing start with 
over 5,000 donations.  
We’re going to publicize even 
more this time, so please be a 
part of this project and help us 
reach more people! 
 

Calvary greetings from 
Mazvita Margaret Machinga 
from Claremont, Ca. 
I will have completed my 
Chaplain work at Methodist 
Hospital, marking my last phase 
of Clinical Pastoral Education 
for me to apply for Board 
certified Chaplaincy.  I have 
completed my required 1600 
hours only left with a few 
certification board papers.  This 
will be put to use when I go 
back to Zimbabwe.  I would like 
to serve as a resource person at 

Africa University whenever 
needed and also serve at the 
Pastoral Care Centre that I 
founded in Mutare.  This fall I 
will do my residency at a local 
counseling center while taking 
my remaining courses.  After 
my course work and exams I 
will go home and do my 
dissertation.  Jackie (18 in Oct.) 
has qualified to start Junior 
College here in Claremont this 
Fall 2009.  She is very excited 
about  beginning her journey to 
be a medical doctor.  Sussannah  

(11) is looking forward to her 
studies in Jr. High.  She did 
very well in her computer 
classes this summer. She  got a 
B+.  I Praise God as I look back 
at all this. We see God in all 
this.  No doubt that it would 
have been very difficult to 
achieve what we have, had it not 
been for the prayers and support 
of Crossroads UMC.  We are so 
grateful to Crossroads for being 
part of our life stories. 
 
God Bless,  
Mazvita Margaret  Machinga 
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Crossroads Youth News 
High School Lighthouse:   
 
 Every Wednesday night  
 6:30-8:30pm 
 Dinner, small groups, 
games, lesson, music and 
more!! 
 

Middle School Impact: 
 
6th-8th Grade 
Sunday evenings  
6:30-8:00pm 
Fun, games, lesson, snacks 
and much, much more!!! 
 

 

2.  Get a Kroger Gift Card!   
     (See Georgia Koch or 

come to the church office 
to get your gift card.)  
Buy your groceries and 
gas like always- NO 
EXTRA FEES!  YOU 
STILL GET THE ALL 
DISCOUNTS.  2.5% of 
all you buy goes to the 
Playground!!!  The 
remaining 2.5% goes to 
Zimbabwe mission of 
Gift and Margaret 
Machinga. 
 

Ways to Help Us Build 
the Playground: 

 
1. Buy a piece of the 

playground! Contact 
Bill or Marilyn Bates 
to buy a slide, 
handicapped 
accessible ramp, etc.  
Team up with your 
small group or Sunday 
School class, or you 
can contribute on your 
own! 

 
 

3.  Noisy Bucket Sunday! 
Collect your loose 
change and bring it to 
church on the 5th 
Sunday of  November 
and January. Drop it in 
the buckets passed 
before worship.    

Lets Build the Playground 

Spirited Book Discussion 
The Spirited Book 
Discussion Group will 
meet on Tuesday,  
October 20 at 1:00pm in 
the church library. 
 
We will discuss Who Stole 
My Church by Gordon 
MacDonald.  You may 
borrow a copy from the 

 church library or from 
Nancy Bullard.  Come and 
join us for some great 
fellowship time! 



Just for Kids 

Sunday, October 25  
at 5:00pm 

 
ο Pack a family picnic.  We 

will tailgate with our 
church family in the 
parking lot.  

ο Dress kids (or adults) in 
cute costumes (nothing too 
scary, please!) 

ο Bring lots of candy to share 

ο Everyone is invited even if 
you don’t have kids to 
bring.  All you need is your 
trunk and your treats and 
fun will be had by all! 

ο NEW THIS YEAR: 
Bring a blanket to sit on 
during the family movie in 
the multi-purpose room at 
the end of the evening. 

 

Kids for Christ 
 

A Kids Club for  
3rd, 4th, & 5th graders 

Bible time, games, music,  
and snacks 

 
6:30-8:30pm 

 
Fall/Winter KfC Dates: 

 
October 2 
October 16 
October 30 

November 20 
December 4 

January 8 
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Kids for Christ—Contact 
Angie Sonnemaker at  
444-9402 

 
*    Meets 2 Friday evenings a 

month during the school year 
from 6:30-8:30pm 

• Opportunities to help 
include: 

 Registration 
 Games 
 Snacks 

  

Sunday School from  
9:45-10:45—Contact Sue 
Husted at 444-2381  

 
*    As a teacher/helper, you will 

need to be in your classroom 
about 10 minutes prior to 
class time and may need to 
stay a little after to clean  

*    We need teachers to teach 
the same lesson for 6 weeks, 
shepherds to bond with a 
group of kids and guide 
them throughout the year, 
and substitute teachers and 
shepherds, who usually teach 
3 or 4 Sundays a year, 
depending on your 
availability 

 

Opportunities to Serve God Through Children’s Ministry 
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If you have never 

been trained in 

CPR, please 

consider it now; 

you never know 

when one of your 

loved ones may 

need your 

assistance. 

 

CPR and AED Training 
Saturday, October 24,  

8 a.m. – noon 
 
 

Training for 
cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR) and 
automated external 
defibrillation (AED) will be 
conducted on October 24th 
at Crossroads from 
 8 a.m. – noon. It is an 
American Heart 
Association class and there 
is no charge to participants. 
 
For those of you who were 
trained in 2007, it is time 
for retraining. If you were 
trained last November and 
would like to be refreshed, 
please join us. Child and 
infant CPR will be covered.  

If you have never been 
trained, please consider it 
now; you never know 
when one of your loved 
ones may need your 
assistance. 
 
You will have the 
opportunity to register for 
the class at church on 
October 11th and 18th. You 
may also call the church 
office at 444-2381. There is 
no fee for the training.  
 
Sign-ups begin 
immediately. Please make 
sure you can attend before 
registering. The number of 
instructors for the class 
depends on the number of 
participants. 
 
 
 

Please call the Parish Nurse, 
Sally Charlton at the church 
office, 444-2381, with 
questions you may have. 

Save your box tops! 
For many years, the United 
Methodist Women collected 
Campbell’s Soup labels for 
Cunningham Children’s 
Home.  Cunningham then 
used them to “purchase” 
free items such as markers 
and glue, maps, computer 
software, and sports 
equipment for the children.   
 
Recently, Cunningham has 
decided to switch to 
collecting Box Tops for 
Education.  Last year, 
Cunningham collected and 
sent in 66,800 points in 
Campbell’s Soup Products 
UPC’s, earning them 
$668.00 worth of materials 
from a special Campbell’s 

catalog.  It took a large 
amount of staff time to 
organize these orders, on 
top of the many hours of 
volunteer labor that goes  
into the project. 
 
By contrast, they collected a 
much smaller number of 
Box Tops (20,649 points) 
but were able to redeem 
those points for a cash 
donation to support their 
programs.  With less effort, 
a small number of Box 
Tops brought in $2,069.40!  
Just think of what they can 
do if they focus only on 
Box Tops! 
 

Please help the United 
Methodist Women with this 
important mission by 
bringing your box tops to 
the kitchen at Crossroads.  
Place them in the top 
drawer of the plastic 
container next to the white 
refrigerator. 
 
What an easy way to help 
provide the items the 
children need at 
Cunningham Children’s 
Home! 



Nurse Sally’s Tip of the Month  
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 Flu Vaccine 
 

Everyone should get 
vaccinated against the flu 
because it can be a serious 
disease. Most people are ill 
for only a few days, but some 
get much sicker, to the point 
of hospitalization and even 
death. Influenza causes an 
average of 36,000 deaths 
each year, mostly among the 
elderly. The flu shot will not 
cause the flu because all 
vaccines made in the U.S. 
are made with inactivated 
(killed) viruses.  

 
Q. Who should get a flu 
shot? 
A. An annual flu shot is 
recommended for: 
*  People 50 years of age or 
older 
*  Residents of long-term 
care facilities 
*  People who have long 
term health problems; for 
example, heart disease, 
kidney disease, lung disease, 
diabetes, asthma, anemia and 
other blood disorders and 
many other chronic medical 
conditions. 
*  Those with a weakened 
immune system because of 
HIV/AIDS, or another 
disease that effects the 
immune system, long term 
treatment with steroidal 
drugs, cancer treatment with 
radiation or chemotherapy. 
*  Health care workers, 
family members or anyone 
else coming in close contact 
with people at serious risk. 
*  It is recommended for 
children 6-23 months of age 

*  Anyone caring for infants 
0-23 months of age, 
especially those younger than 
6 months 
*  People living in 
dormitories or under other 
crowded conditions.  
* Anyone who wants to 
reduce their chance of 
catching the flu. 
 
Q. Do I need a flu shot 
every year? 
A. Yes, influenza viruses 
change often. Therefore, the 
vaccine is updated each 
year. Protection develops 
about 2 weeks after getting 
the shot and may last up 
to a year. Some people who 
receive the vaccine may still 
get the flu but they will 
usually get a milder case. In 
addition, “flu” is often used 
as a catch-all phrase that 
people use to describe other 
viral infections. 
 
Q. When should I get 
influenza vaccine? 
A. The best time to get it is 
in October and November. 
You can receive it at 
church on Sunday 
morning, October 11th, 
from 9 – 11 a.m. 
 
Q. Are there side effects? 
A. Some people have mild 
side effects but they are 
usually minor and last only a 
short time. The most 
common side effect is 
soreness and swelling at the 
site of injection. If severe 
reactions develop, it is 
usually within a few minutes 
to a few hours after having 

received the vaccine. 
 
Q. Is this shot for the Swine 
Flu also? 
A. No, H1N1 (Swine) flu 
vaccine is a separate vaccine. 
When the vaccine becomes 
available, people between the  
ages of 6 months to 24 years, 
parents and caretakers of 
young children, healthcare 
workers, and  people with   
chronic medical conditions 
should be the first ones to 
receive it.  
 
Q. Can we receive H1N1 
Vaccine at church? 
A. No, please contact your 
doctor or watch for clinics in 
the area.   
 
If you are unsure about 
getting a flu shot, please talk 
it over with your doctor. 
 
Flu vaccine will be 
available to anyone over 
the age of 18 at Crossroads 
on Sunday, October 11th,  
9-11 a.m. The cost of a flu 
shot is $25. Medicare will 
be billed for seniors who 
have Part B. You must 
present your Part B Card. 
 
Department of Health and 
Human Services 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention    

 
 

Avoid the 

flu...get your 

flu shot here 

at Crossroads! 
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Senior News             
music by Jean Kirk. A 
lovely fall dessert will top 
off the afternoon.  
 
It will be a new experience 
for the M and M’s to enjoy 
the company of other 
Christian groups. Please 
call the church (444-2381) 
to sign up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Senior Meal  
 
Our monthly Senior Meal 
will be Tuesday,  
October 13 at noon. We 
have been having some new 
"youngsters" attend and 
now they are becoming 
"old" friends. We meet in 
the fellowship area and 
usually pass a basket for 
donations to help cover the 
cost of the food.  Mark your 
calendars and plan to join 
us for a delicious lunch . 
Call the office (444-2381) 
to make a reservation. 

M and M’s Are Going to 
the Fall Fellowship of 

Faith 
October 27th 

1:30 – 3:30 p.m. 
 

On October 27th the M and 
M’s will board the bus for a 
very short ride to the new 
Grand Victorian. We will 
join other older adult 
groups to celebrate the first 
annual Fall Fellowship of 
Faith. The afternoon will 
consist of fun, fellowship, 
music which will include a 
rhythm guitar and vocal 

 

Upcoming Emmaus Walks & Chrysalis Flights  
Walk to Emmaus: 
 
Men’s Walk   
     Oct. 29-Nov. 1  
Women’s Walk  
     Nov. 12-15 
 
For more information, 
contact Val Kruzan at  
745-3321 or visit the 
Emmaus website at 
ilheartlandemmaus.com. 

Chrysalis Flight #24: 
 
     Nov. 13 - 15 
 
For 10th - 12th Graders 
 
For more information, 
contact Rich & Pat Brown 
at 444-9709 or visit the 
Chrysalis website at 
upperroom.org/chrysalis. 

Walk with Jesus! 
and offer assistance by 
meeting physical and social 
needs. In addition, these 
teams beautify the 
community by picking up 
trash in the streets and 
yards. 
 
We will be walking with 
members of Northwoods 
Community Church.   
Chuck Dixon and Georgia 
Koch will be representing 
Crossroads.  If you would 

like to walk with Jesus too, 
please contact Chuck or 
Georgia or call Pastor Tom 
Goodell at the church 
office. 

We need four to five people 
willing to walk with Jesus 
on Saturday morning, 
October 10th from 9:45 AM 
to around 12 Noon.  Jesus 
will be walking with 
members of many other 
Peoria churches through a 
ministry of South Side 
Mission called “Adopt a 
Block”.  Weekly, volunteer 
teams go into 
neighborhoods to knock on 
doors, build relationships 
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for body aches and sickness, my 
own and for others.  Prayers for 
my first born child to treasure 
forever.  Prayers for my 
husband as he landed a 
professional job.  The prayers at 
my brother’s memorial service.  
Of all the prayers, simple or 
elaborate, loud almost shouting, 
or barely a whisper, I know God 
heard every single one.  Those 
prayers have carried me through 
this lifetime.  They have been 
all shapes, sizes, and sometimes 
just noises when I was unable to 
speak. 
 
Shoes have carried my earthly 
body through sun and rain, 
warm and cold.  Prayer has 
carried my earthly body and my 
heart and soul through joy and 
sorrow, trials and the stuff that 
life throws out.  I have needed 
prayer. . . I have needed the 
communication with God every 
single day, to carry me through 
the day.  Several years ago I 
was shopping in a department 
store, the shoe department as a 
matter of fact, when as I weaved 
throughout the display racks all 
of a sudden I heard an audible, 
“I Love You Lord.”  I looked 
around to see who said it when I 
realized those words had been 
spoken out of my own mouth.  
To whom?  I was not shopping 
with anyone, nor was there a 
clerk in sight.  I stopped dead in 
my tracks.  What was this all 
about?  I realized my prayer 
time had grown to constant 
communication with God and I 
wasn’t afraid of it.  Now, I say it 
audibly and often. 
 

Communicating 
with God – that is 
prayer.  I am sure 
you talk to your 
best friend – and 
listen to them.  
Prayer is talking to God – and 
listening to Him.  You can do it 
on your knees, in your car, at 
work, singing in the shower.  
The place doesn’t matter and the 
words don’t matter.  Just talk to 
God like he is your best friend.  
Then listen.  Practice anywhere 
and everywhere.  I pray that you 
will experience your own 
audible voice saying, “I Love 
You Lord.”  And when you look 
down at your shoes that have 
carried you thus far remember 
to pray, for prayer will carry 
you every single step of the 
way! 
 
Pray On! 
 
Sherry Guimond 

Shoes and Prayer  
  

Do you sometimes just forget to 
pray?  Need a trigger? Why not 
just look at your shoes as a 
reminder to pray?  Ok, I know 
what you are thinking. . . this is 
going to be a stretch. 
 
Shoes carry us everywhere we 
go: to school, to work, to play. 
As I peer into my closet, I see 
fancy leopard shoes with a bow 
for special occasions. Then I see 
beater tennis shoes that have 
walked many nature paths and 
run that competitive mile.  
There are the snow boots, which 
make my back ache just looking 
at them.  The bright fuchsia 
shoes some consider loud.  In 
the back of the closet are the 
black plain shoes I needed for 
my brother’s memorial service.  
Of course, my husband’s work 
loafers, boring but professional.  
I reminisce about special shoes 
bought for my first born son, 
kept to be treasured forever.  
Yes, a lifetime of miles those 
shoes carried me.   They carried 
my earthly body and while some 
were practical and many more 
were just “too cute”, they 
carried me. 
 
You know, prayer carries us 
everywhere we go:  to school, to 
work, to play. There have been 
elaborate prayers for special 
occasions and the joy-filled 
prayers.  The prayers when I 
have felt beaten down and just 
needed help to put one foot in 
front of the other.  The prayers 

Prayer Challenge 
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United Methodist Women 

Pastoral Care Notes 
Congratulations to the 
following people from our 
Crossroads family who 
were baptized recently: 
Todd and Victoria 
Puckett were baptized by 
immersion at Camp Good 
News, and Carrie Puckett 
remembered her baptism 
through immersion on 
August 23rd.  They are the 
children of Jeff and Julie 
Puckett.  Samantha and 
Jessica Clayton, the 
daughters of Susie Zoss, 
were baptized by immersion 
on September 5th. 
  

Welcome to our newest 
members at Crossroads. 
Jeff, Julie and Todd 
Puckett joined by 
profession of faith on 
August 30.   Scott and Deb 
Seynemeier joined 
Crossroads by profession of 
faith on August 30. They 
are the parents of Rachel 
and Emma.  Marty and 
Andrea Payne joined 
through transfer from 
another United Methodist 
Church.  They are the 
parents of  Brian and 
Eric.  Logan Long joined 
by profession of faith on 
September 27. 
  

Congratulations to Jim & 
Sally Charlton on the birth 
of their granddaughter, 
Savannah Kate Charlton, 
born on August 18.  Proud 
parents are Matt & Julie 
Charlton.  Sally is our 
Parish Nurse. 
 
We share our prayers and 
sympathy with Judy Mills 
on the death of her mother, 
Lorene Spires, on August 
31; and with Helen 
Babcock on the death of 
her brother. 
  

October Meeting:  
Thursday, October 1 at 
1:00pm in Faith Chapel.  
All women are welcome! 

Program:  “Looking for a 
Bargain?”  (speaker from 
the Et Cetera shop in 
Eureka) 

Devotions:  “World Thank 
Offering” will be collected. 

Dessert:  A surprise from 
the NEW cookbook… 

...and speaking of the new 
cookbook, watch for 
information coming soon on 
how you can reserve a copy 
for yourself, plus some to 
give as gifts! 

 

“The organized unit of 
United Methodist Women 
shall be a community of 
women whose purpose is to 
know God and to 
experience freedom as 
whole persons through 
Jesus Christ; to develop a 
creative, supportive 
fellowship; and to expand 
concepts of mission through 
participation in the global 
ministries of the church.” 

“Any woman may become a 
member of the unit who 
supports the unit through 
giving, prayer, study, 
action, or service.” 

Looking Ahead: 

November Meeting: 
Thursday, November 5 at 
1:00pm in the Chapel. 

Program:  Lessie Bates 
Davis Neighborhood House 
in East St. Louis 

Saturday, December 5:  
Cookie Walk 

 

Faith, Hope, & Charity 
Circle 

Tuesday, October 20 
9:30am 

Kay Drake’s house 
(13 Heather Court) 

Co-hostess:  Nancy Bullard 
Program:  “A Morning 

with Dru” 
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Todd Anderson for cooking the 
meal, LuAnn DeBolt for 
coordinating the kitchen and 
meal support, Mike Rudzinski 
for providing the carnival 
games, Jim Bayless and Russ 
House for putting bands 
together to perform, and to Bill 
& Marilyn Bates for 
coordinating all of the 
volunteers to support this great 
event.  Thank you to all the 
volunteers who said “yes” to 
this event whether it was setup, 
performance, support, or clean 
up… your efforts helped make 
this event a success.  Thank you 
lastly to everyone that came out 
to the event to share in the food, 
fellowship and fun! 
Brian Wierenga,  
Special Events Coordinator 

Our family would like to thank 
the pastors and everyone for 
their prayers, visits, food, cards, 
and love shared with us during 
the time David was in the 
hospital. We can never thank 
you all enough. His healing and 
returning strength have been a 
miracle. 
David and Laura Seaton 
Don and Dotty Seaton 
 
It’s the 42nd year of “Love in 
Action” at Common Place, on 
the south side of Peoria.  
Common Place began in 1967 to 
help eliminate the root causes of 
poverty and injustice and to help 
create human understanding.  
Lack of education is a direct 
cause of poverty.  At Common 
Place, educational programs are 
offered to kindergarten level 

children on up 
through 
adulthood.   
 
Saturday, 
September 12 was 
the 23rd annual 
Common Place 
Walk for 
Reading.  Sponsorship 
donations brought in $22,000 of 
the goal of $35,000.  Rob and 
Rebecca Bell, Carl and Kenda 
Bond, and JoAnn Jassman 
participated in the walk 
together, along with dozens of 
other folks.  We enjoyed God’s 
gift of a beautiful day.  If you 
were one of our donor sponsors 
and/or prayed for us, we thank 
you heartily.  To God be the 
Glory! 
 
If you didn’t have an 
opportunity to be a sponsor, 
Common Place would still be 
very happy to hear from you. 
 
Common Place 
514 S. Shelley Street 
Peoria, IL 61505,1837 
 
To volunteer as a tutor, please 
call 674-3315. 

Dear Members and Friends of 
Crossroads United Methodist 
Church, 
 
I want to personally thank all of 
you who participated in the 
GETS bike ride and motorcycle 
ride to raise money for the 
Garrett-Evangelical Seminary 
Scholarship Fund.  As a former 
seminary student at GETS, I 
know how expensive it is to 
attend there.  I had no 
scholarships to help with cost, 
so I had to supplement those 
costs by driving a school bus 
twice a day and serve a small 
country church back here in 
Central Illinois on the 
weekends.  A scholarship would 
have really been a big help.  If 
you rode a bike or a motorcycle, 
thank you again.  If you could 
not do either one of these two 
events, you can still help by 
giving a cash gift to the GETS 
Scholarship Fund.  Call or see 
Cliff Smith at 444-8516.  You 
will be a big help to a seminary 
student. 
God’s Blessing and love to 
you, 
Rev. Wayne Armbrust 
(the really retired minister) 
 
On Sunday August 23rd, we 
hosted the 4th annual Crossroads 
Summer Jam event at the 
church.  This year, we collected 
an offering to support the 
playground fund and are happy 
to report that over $3,500 was 
raised for the new playground!  
As always, there were many 
people involved and without 
their support this event would 
not happen.  Special thanks to 
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Pastors & Staff 
Directing Pastor 

Tom Goodell 
pstrtom@mtco.com 

(309) 444-8778 
Pastor of Congregational Care 

Bob DeBolt 
pstrbob@mtco.com 

(309) 367-2504 
Pastor of Discipleship 

Bob Lawry 
pstrrobt@mtco.com 

Parish Nurse 
Sally Charlton  

charlton@mtco.com 
Youth Director 

Trevor Bartolomucci 
trevorb@mtco.com  

Director of Christian Education 
Sue Husted  

sueh@mtco.com 
Nursery Coordinator 

Stephanie Wendte 
stephw@mtco.com 
Building Manager 

Craig Hibbard 
chibbard@mtco.com 

Office Manager 
Angie Shaw  

ashaw@mtco.com 
Business Administrator 

Debbie Royer  
droyer@mtco.com  
Office Assistant 
Laurie Bouton 

LBouton@mtco.com 
Office Assistant 
Amber Johnsen 

amberj@mtco.com 
Video Director 

John Sitler  
jsitler@mtco.com 

Director of Music Ministry 
Will Meachum 

wmeach@mtco.com 
Worship Leader 

Jim Bayless  
jbayless@mtco.com 

Accompanist 
Brian Wierenga  

bwier@mtco.com 
Handbell Director 

Cliff Smith 
Youth Handbell Director 

Kathy Palmer 
Little Lambs Preschool Director 

Tracie Carey 
mstracie@mtco.com 

Little Lambs Teachers 
Traci Ohlman 

mrsohlman@mtco.com 
Marci Weiss 

mweiss@mtco.com 
Amy Jones 

msamy@mtco.com 
Faith & Finance 

fincoach@mtco.com 

Crossroads                   
United Methodist             

Church of Washington 
Where we meet you at the cross-

roads of your life and offer you the 
good news of Jesus Christ. 

P.O. Box 299 
1420 N. Main St. 

Washington, IL 61571 
 

Office Hours 
Monday –Thursday 

8:30am-4:00pm 
Friday 

8:30am-1:00 pm 
 

Phone: (309)444-2381 
Fax: (309)444-9818 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
 

8:30 am  
Spirited Traditional                  

Sanctuary 
11:00 am  

 Casual Contemporary                          
Sanctuary 
11:15 am  

Casual Traditional                 
Faith Chapel 

 
9:45 am  

Christian Education  
for All Ages 

Nonprofit 
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