
23 OCTOBER SAINT JAMES OF JERUSALEM: MASS 

23 OCTOBER, SAINT JAMES OF JERUSALEM, MASS: ACTS 15:12-22A, PSALM 1; 
1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-11, MATTHEW 13:54-58 

The First Lesson.  The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
All the apostles and elders kept silence; and they 

listened to Barnabas and Paul as they related what 

signs and wonders God had done through them 

among the Gentiles.  After they finished speaking, 

James replied, “Brethren, listen to me. Simeon has 

related how God first visited the Gentiles, to take out 

of them a people for his name.  And with this the 

words of the prophets agree, as it is written, ‘After this 

I will return, and I will rebuild the dwelling of David, 

which has fallen; I will rebuild its ruins, and I will set it 

up, that the rest of men may seek the Lord, and all the 

Gentiles who are called by my name, says the Lord, 

who has made these things known from of old.’  

Therefore my judgment is that we should not trouble 

those of the Gentiles who turn to God, but should 

write to them to abstain from the pollutions of idols 

and from unchastity and from what is strangled and 

from blood.  For from early generations Moses has 

had in every city those who preach him, for he is read 

every sabbath in the synagogues.”  Then it seemed 

good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole 
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church, to choose men from among them and send 

them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas.  They sent 

Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men among 

the brethren. 

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.  
 
Psalm 1 
The Said Mass Reader says:   
Please join me in reading Psalm 1, found in the red 
Prayer Book beginning on page 585. 
The Reader repeats the above information several times. 
1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel 

of the wicked, * 

  nor lingered in the way of sinners, 

  nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, * 

  and they meditate on his law day and night. 
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, 

 bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not 

wither; * 

  everything they do shall prosper. 
4 It is not so with the wicked; * 

 they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
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5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when 

judgment comes, * 

  nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, * 

  but the way of the wicked is doomed.  

 

The Second Lesson.  The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the 

Corinthians  
I would remind you, brethren, in what terms I 

preached to you the gospel, which you received, in 

which you stand, by which you are saved, if you hold it 

fast—unless you believed in vain.  For I delivered to 

you as of first importance what I also received, that 

Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 

scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on 

the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and 

that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  Then 

he appeared to more than five hundred brethren at 

one time, most of whom are still alive, though some 

have fallen asleep.  Then he appeared to James, then 

to all the apostles.  Last of all, as to one untimely born, 

he appeared also to me.  For I am the least of the 
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apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I 

persecuted the church of God.  But by the grace of 

God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not 

in vain.  On the contrary, I worked harder than any of 

them, though it was not I, but the grace of God which 

is with me.  Whether then it was I or they, so we 

preach and so you believed. 

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
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Verse before the Gospel 
All stand as the reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader Alleluia. 
People Alleluia. 
Reader  Blessed is the man who endures trial, * 

  for when he has stood the test  
  he will receive the crown of life. 

People Alleluia. 
 
The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says 
 The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 

Minister � The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Coming to his own country, Jesus taught them in their 

synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, 

“Where did this man get this wisdom and these mighty 

works?  Is not this the carpenter’s son?  Is not his 

mother called Mary?  And are not his brothers James 

and Joseph and Simon and Judas?  And are not all his 

sisters with us?  Where then did this man get all this?”  
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And they took offense at him.  But Jesus said to them, 

“A prophet is not without honor except in his own 

country and in his own house.”  And he did not do 

many mighty works there, because of their unbelief. 

The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord.  


