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FROM THE RECTOR:
If you haven’t noticed the changes in the atmosphere
around here over the last month or so, you must have
been sleeping! There’s a lot going on and very palpable
excitement at Saint John’s – and that’s a very good
thing.
When I arrived here (almost four years ago) we were
paying someone to attend to the Nursery and we didn’t
have any kids below five that attended with any
regularity. Most Sundays, there were no children in the
Nursery; for the others, the children were definitely
beyond Nursery age (0-5). From a fiscal perspective, it
was an easy decision to make and so we closed the
Nursery. We didn’t dismantle it, we just let it lie fallow,
something a good steward does with land.
In March, the Vestry decided that it was time to open
the Nursery. We went farther than that; we picked a
date: Palm Sunday. It was observed that we have a
growing number of children of appropriate age
regularly attending. While we don’t want to exclude the
children from Mass, if we can make it easier for
parents to come to church and have an option in the
event that their child is particularly “restless” on a
Sunday, we create a situation that makes it easier to
come to church than to stay home. That’s a win-win
for the church and the family.
An ad hoc group formed almost immediately. A quick
survey of the Nursery produced a long list of things
that needed attention before “opening day”: Scrubbing,
painting, curtains, blinds, toys, supplies, snacks, policies
& procedures, training … I could go on.
A workday was scheduled. The team assembled and
took care of most of the cleaning and painting work in
short order. Supplies and toys began to appear, as if by
magic. The congregation contributed $850 toward the
project, training got organized and conducted,
background checks performed.

Opening day was a great success: we had 4 children, all
of whom later went to Communion with their parents.
Easter Day we had 7. If you look on page 4, you’ll see
a group of children getting ready for the Easter Egg
hunt after Mass.
It was the right time and the right thing to do.
All of this is very exciting to me: it portends a bright
future for Saint John’s. It will also bring us new
problems: we might have to start a children’s Sunday
School. —– What a problem to have!
Something that you don’t know about this is the
“how” it all came together. The process was almost as
exciting as the reopening of the Nursery, but I can’t tell
you exactly how it happened! There was no official
committee, there were no formal meetings, there are
no minutes, no feasibility study, contractor’s bids or
cost estimates. A pretty radical approach for a project
in The Episcopal Church!
What I can tell you is that a group of folks with the
common interest of restarting the Nursery got together
in casual ways and worked together to define the scope
of the project, create a schedule , acquire supplies and
materials and organize the work . With the “Green
Light” from the Vestry, these folks made it happen by
combining their collective interest, excitement, and
brains & backs to create a new reality.
I think that’s exactly what God wants us to do. I think
it’s how God expects us to behave to help bring about
the new reality of the Kingdom of God. We saw in the
early church and beyond. We need to see it in the
church today.
—Thomas
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE
MAY LITURGICAL CALENDAR
Saint Philip and Saint James, Apostles
The feast commemorating the lives and ministries of
Philip and James is appointed to be 1 May. Our
knowledge of these two apostles comes primarily
from the gospels of John and Mark. James and his
brother, John, were sons of Zebedee. We know Philip
was from Bethsaida. Jesus encountered Philip in
Galilee and called him to be a disciple. It was Philip
who told Nathaniel “We have found him about
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote,
Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.”
The Venerable Bede
We will celebrate the life
and work of the
Venerable Bede at our
Said Mass on Wednesday,
25 May at 10:00AM.
Born around 672 in
Northumbria, it is
possible that Bede was
always intended to be a
monastic. At the age of 7,
the young Bede was dropped off at the monastery at
Jarrow by his parents. The monks undertook his
education: studying scripture, observing monastic
discipline, teaching and writing. Ordained deacon at

PATRICIA HOLLOWAY DEVER THOMAS
26 JUNE 1928—7 APRIL 2011
Our sister, Pat, entered new life with Our Lord on
Thursday, 7 April at about 6:20PM. She was surrounded
by her children, was not in pain, and was at peace. The
previous few days had been hard on her kids as Pat
became less and less communicative.
That’s one thing that we’ll all remember about her: always
a kind word; always a good mood. Born in Savannah,
Mobile was the place her parents settled after her dad
retired from the U.S. military. She’d lived lots of places,
but this was always home. Pat’s four children, Tricia, Pam,
Karen, and Rhett, were terribly important to her, as was
her beloved Jack.
She knew something was wrong in mid-January. After a
number of visits to her doctor, a hospital admission, a
diagnosis was made. Pat accepted her terminal cancer

nineteen and presbyter at thirty, Bede was probably
the greatest scholar of his time. His most important
work is “The Ecclesiastical History of the English
People”, which he completed in about 731. It was this
work and his exegetical work on scripture that
prompted Leo XIII to confer the title of “Doctor of
the Church” on him; he is the only Englishman to
have received the title. His honorific title “venerable”
became common in the 9th century; a legend ascribes
it to having been supplied by angels to complete his
epitaph. Bede died on the Eve of the Ascension in
735 while dictating his vernacular translation of the
Gospel of John.
The Visitation of the Blessed
Virgin Mary
We will celebrate the feast of the
Visitation of the Blessed Virgin
Mary at 12:10PM on Tuesday, 31
May. This commemorates the
visit of the mother of Our Lord
to her cousin Elizabeth as
recounted in Luke’s Gospel. It is
from the Annunciation and the
Visitation that the words for
Magnificat are drawn.

diagnosis and took it in stride: it was something to be
taken care of, just as she’d conducted most of her life. But
this was different: Pat not being able to control what was
happening was a challenge.
It was the last challenge Pat would face and she only grew
impatient when she realized how slowly the cancer was
taking her. You see, she didn’t fear death, because she
believed in the promises of Jesus: that her life wasn’t
ending but was about to have a new beginning.
The preface for the Commemoration of the Dead says
“For to your faithful people, O Lord, life is changed, not
ended; and when our mortal body lies in death, there is
prepared for us a dwelling place eternal in the heavens.” I
think this is our take-away lesson from Pat: death should
be looked on as a beginning, a new avenue to explore, an
adventure. For Pat, it will be something new to organize,
track and plan. Something I’m sure she’ll handle with
aplomb.
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Outreach
The Outreach Committee is meeting the first Sunday of
every month in the EfM room, and would like to invite
you to join us for any of these meetings. We are a very
open group, and welcome new ideas and new energy
from any one of you.

Dennis is a 4th grade teacher in the public school
system and a parishioner who requests that we consider
coming to read to her kids (she confesses that they may
be getting tired of her voice, but we kind of doubt that)
and any or all of the items listed below:

One of the projects that we will be working on (and
please, stay tuned to this space as well as to your email)
is to supply small items to US soldiers under the
command of Captain Michael Brabner serving in
Afghanistan. These items will then be given to Afghan
citizens as goodwill gifts. (Captain Brabner is Irene
Yeager’s nephew who has just returned to Afghanistan
for another tour of duty. Captain Brabner tells us that
these gifts are very helpful in building rapport and
relationships with the Afghan people, especially with
the children.) We will be posting more information on
the bulletin board and sending out informational emails
about this effort, as well as a list of suggested items to
send.

•

Another project we hope to undertake is to meet some
of the ongoing and daily needs at McKemie Place. We
have not yet determined exactly how we will do this,
but it is our hope to provide needed staples for these
homeless women such as coffee, paper goods, or
personal hygiene products. We also hope to be able to
participate in some activities with the women, such as
eating a meal with them, playing games, and just sitting
and talking with them. Once again, we will keep all of
you informed about what we will provide. We thank
each one of you in advance for your generosity in
helping with these outreach and volunteer activities.

•
•
•
•
•
•

white copy paper / Poster board/ chart or
graph paper
HP 920 color/black ink
dry erase markers / pencil sharpeners / tape
(any kind) / Super Sticky post-it notes
pencils/glue sticks/file folders/erasers/
crayons/folders /spiral notebooks/Sharpies
other art/craft supplies
hand sanitizer/ facial tissue/ gallon and quart
baggies
Gift cards to any office supply store

We also will continue to support the Mobile Bay Area
Food Bank, both with non-perishable food items that
we can put into our collection bins in the Great Hall,
and also with the ever-enjoyable work days at the Food
Bank.
We are considering another Coffee House for the Fall,
and perhaps we will adopt a local residential facility for
birthdays and Christmas.
We are excited about this year and the things that we
are able to do together to extend the love of the St.
John's parishioners to our neighbors in the community
and the world.
-Cheryl Winters-Heard

Another project is near and dear to our hearts: Jessica

EVENSONG
Have you ever had an experience that you can’t forget? I have one every third evening September
through May at 5pm. St. John’s has Evensong at that time with very few people showing up for the
experience. The choir puts in a lot of work to present beautiful music. There is always a little treat after
the service with snacks and good conversation in the Great Hall.
There is only one Evensong left until September and it will be on May 15th. The service is short and we
all are on our way before dark. Please make your plans to attend the service on May 15th at 5pm. What
a wonderful way to show your support with a large turn-out for this last service before the long summer.
-Donna Waites
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PARISH LIFE
MEN OF THE CHURCH
BREAKFAST

EASTER FESTIVITIES
St. John’s members (including 8 children!) gather in the
courtyard after Easter service for an Easter egg hunt.

Our next breakfast will
be on Mother's Day
Sunday and will be the
last one until after our
summer break. Since it
will be a special holiday
we decided to do a
special breakfast of
pancakes with sausage
and bacon as a treat. We
open everyone will attend and enjoy breakfast as
we honor our moms.

PARISH PICNIC
SUNDAY, MAY 22ND
Our newly refurbished nursery is up and running! If
you haven’t seen the freshly painted and cleaned space,
please take a trip down the hall some Sunday morning.
The curtains will be up by the time you receive this
edition of the Fourth Epistle, and that will complete
the face-lift that a group of dedicated volunteers have
engineered. A special thanks to Bill Sundie, Wanda
Hannon, Nikki Shaw, Lorraine Murray, George and
Betty Taylor, James Christiansen, and Joan Marie Elam
for their help and support in this! In our two Sundays
of operation, we have been hosts to 14 children, and at
this rate, we believe that there is a real need and desire
for the nursery. To that end, we would like to request
that any one of you who would like to volunteer to
work occasionally in the nursery please contact Cheryl
Winters-Heard! Success is wonderful, and we want to
continue to grow the future
generation of St. John’s
parishioners. We also
continue to need “girl toys”
like dolls and kitchen toys,
as well as on-going financial
support in the form of gift
certificates to Wal-Mart or
Target for supplies.

We’re not out at
the park or at the
beach this
year...the annual
parish picnic
will be at St.
John’s after
Sunday service
on the 22nd of
May.
Weather
permitting, we’ll use the courtyard and the patio,
bring the tables and chairs outside, fire up the grill,
eat, fellowship, and maybe have some games.
(Croquet on the side lawn, anyone?)
The Men of the Church will be grilling hot dogs
and hamburgers. There’s a sign-up sheet on the
bulletin board – so it’s time to volunteer to bring
the rest of the picnic goodies.
Questions, ideas, or a volunteer to bring an ice
cream churn so we can have home-made ice cream,
and volunteers to turn the churn… see Janet
Buckley.

5

VENTURE CREW 3 NEWS

The April meeting of the Vestry of Saint John’s was
convened at 12:30PM on Sunday, 11 April 2011. The
meeting started later than usual because of the “Blue Jean
Sunday” work projects after Mass. The minutes of the 13
March meeting were approved as corrected.
Committee Reports
•
Connie McLean reviewed the March financial
statement with the vestry. A draft of a letter to the
parish from the vestry was reviewed. Fr. Heard
will revise the letter and present it at the next
meeting.
•
Butch Yeager reported that the Endowment
account value rose $4,000 last month and stands
at $216,600. This does not include any
contributions to the fund as memorials for
Shannon Newberry, Alice Cieutat, or Pat Thomas.
•
Butch reported for Outreach that they have
designated gifts of $1,000 to Mobile Habitat for
Humanity, McKemie Place, and the Japan fund of
Episcopal Relief & Development.
•
Janet Buckley reported for Parish Life that they
would like to hold a Parish Picnic in place of the
4th Sunday Potluck on 22 May. The picnic will be
at the church after Mass.
Rector’s Report
•
Fr. Heard referred to the annual Parochial Report
in the meeting packet. The Vestry formally
approved the 2010 Parochial Report.
•
Fr. Heard reported on the progress of the
Nursery Project: painting is complete, new
supplies are coming in and the first training class
of Safeguarding God’s Children has been
scheduled.
•
He reported that ACS, our current web and email
services provider, will no longer support email as
of 30 April. He has been in contact with Jeff
Yeager who has volunteered to support both our
email and website services.
•
Fr. Heard stated that some of our vestments are
in need of refurbishment or replacement. He
asked and the vestry granted permission for him
to approach parishioners concerning sponsorship
of such efforts.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:30PM.

The boys had a successful camping trip to Gulf
State Park last month. We did a little hiking, a
little fishing and had a lot of fun. A lot of the
crew will be very busy this summer. Sam
Escobio, Anthony Hall and Jennings Halliday
will be on staff again for the Boy Scout
Summer Camp at Maubilla. They will be there
the entire month of June but will be back for a
few days and the three of them plus Josef
Straughn will be heading to West Virginia in
July. They will be part of SummitCorps
working on trails at the newest Boy Scout high
adventure base. Sebastian Weaver will be
attending a church retreat at Notre Dame and
Trevor Thiel will be in California and will get to
visit Yellowstone National Park.
-Scott Escobio

It’s time for a church directory update. So that
we may get the best information to you, please
make sure that we have all the latest in address,
e-mail and telephone changes turned in to the
church office by Sunday, May 8. New parish
directories will be available by the following
Sunday.
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Memorial Donations
Saint John’s wishes to extend a sincere thank you to the following individuals and groups who made memorial
donations honoring Shannon Newberry, Alice Cieutat, and Pat Thomas:
Shannon
St. Matthews Altar Guild
Holly Wilcox
Bud & Connie McLean
Matt & Marjorie Mattoon
David & Mary Bedford
Joyce Lee
Curtis & Cindy Gass
Connie & Bill Anderson
Angela Auyang
Mildred Velaski Hamby
Bob & Paula Ross
Frances Barbour
John & Katherine Vallas
MedEx Employees
Regina Brenes
Patsy Ledger
Cynthia Howell
Tammy Renae Burnham
Christine Johnson
Jennifer Fields
Emily Garrettson
Leslie Daves

Newberry
Jennifer Wiggins
Dawn Rhodes
Sandra S. Oxley
Neva Bache
Pat Pritchard
Chick & Dorothy Wohlert
Lella Lowe
Alberta Cieutat
Butch & Irene Yeager
Bill & Bessie Southall
Rhea & Jim Mostellar
Vicki & David Green
Gail & Patrick Ponder
Betty Plash
Elwyn L. Dunn
Mr. & Mrs. T. W. Franco
David & Mary Jones
Thelma Lomers
St. John's ECW
James Christiansen
John & Angie Leon

Alice Cieutat
Joyce Lee
Charles & Dorothy Wohlert
Pat Pritchard
Neva Bache
Ben Schmerbauch
Bob & Paula Ross
Bob & Connie Anderson
Curtis & Cindy Gass
Mildred Velaski Hamby
Howard & Irene Yeager
Michael & Mary Katherine Killam
Bill & Bessie Southall
Edie Cieutat
Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Cieutat, Jr.
Lois Audrey Nelson
Connie & Bud McLean
Thelma Lomers
Sue Dyess

Patricia Thomas
St. John's ECW
Neva Bache
James Christiansen
Cynthia Bates
Ben Schmerbauch
Rhett & Corinna Walker
Joyce Lee
Lella Lowe
Perry & LaVonda Keel
Frances Barbour
Gene & Kelly Warren
Joan Marie & Will Elam
Louise & Jim Bowdoin
Connie & Bud McLean

SOUTHEASTERN DIOCESES PREPARE TO RESPOND
A cluster of tornadoes swept the southeastern US over
the weekend of April 16, killing at least 45 people across
six states.
Episcopal dioceses in the area are working to help congregations assess damage and respond to the immediate
needs of members and others in impacted communities.
Episcopal Relief & Development has been in contact with
the dioceses of North Carolina, East Carolina and Virginia, and is working with them to respond.
“Communities are in the process of identifying needs and
planning responses based on local capabilities and resources,” said Katie Mears, Program Manager for Episcopal Relief & Development’s US Disaster Program. “So
far, we’ve received several response plans, and expect
more in the coming days and weeks.”

For example, members of St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church,
in the Diocese of East Carolina, are preparing to launch a
response in their community. St. Thomas’ is located in
rural Bertie County, where at least 11 people have been
confirmed dead as a result of the storm.
Episcopal Relief & Development is also supporting La
Iglesia de La Sagrada Familia and the Episcopal Farmworker Ministry in Newton Grove, NC, as they work with
impacted families to help them recover from their losses.
Please continue to pray for all those affected by the weekend’s storms, for rescue teams who acted immediately
following the disaster, and for those involved in the initial
relief efforts.
Visit www.er-d.org for more information. Donations can
also be made over the phone by calling 800-334-7626 ext
5129 or mailed to Episcopal Relief & Development, PO
Box 7058, Merrifield, VA 22116-7058. Please put USA
Disaster Response in the memo line of all checks.
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AnnounceTony Seymour
Carrie Fairley
Kurt Ollhoft
Martha Grice
Cookie Rich
Tanner Dunham
Paula Ross
Trey Johnson
Pat Fulford

5/03
5/05
5/07
5/08
5/09
5/10
5/15
5/20
5/29

⇒

The rector will be on vacation May 2
through May 7. In case of emergency,
please call James Christiansen at 5334936.

⇒

The Women of the Church meeting
has been cancelled for the first
Wednesday in May.

Contact Us
Staff:
The Reverend Thomas Heard, rector
rector@stjohnsmobile.org
For healing grace and continued strength, we pray for our
members:
Neil McPhail, Bessie Southall, Alice Walker, Caitlin Brown,
Bill Southall, Mary Gieseler [deacon]
For our Homebound:
Ray Campbell, Ping Duke, Mae Dunn, Will Elam,
Corinne Faust, Gwen Johnson, Nell Kirk, Violet Kosko,
Margie Mattoon, Audrey Meador, Angela McGuire,
Jane Tate Moore, Betty Plash, Catherine Warren,
Dot & Chick Wohlert
For victims of war and their families, and members of our
Armed Forces and their families:
Ellis Eugene Garner, Eric Mattoon, Cheryl Garner,
Michael Brabner
For our Friends and Family:
Willis T. (Tom) Ford, Virginia Ollhoft, Beth Young,
Karen Mullen, Mary Fournier, The Jeff Green Family,
Shawn Felps, David Jones, Wayne Brignac, Tom Dabney, Kit
Caffey, Anna Marie Brown, Jim Owens, John McCormick,
Keith Malick, Myrle Benson, Judi Waldrop, Gloria Berry,
Travis McBride, Vernon Faulk, Mickey Benson, Velma Pearson,
Betty & Gayle Chenoweth, Mark Stiber, Maddie West

The Reverend Jayne Carson, deacon
deacon@stjohnsmobile.org
John L. Hobbs, Jr.
Organist/Choirmaster
music@stjohnsmobile.org
Lella Lowe
Financial Secretary
finance@stjohnsmobile.org
Jack Ruppe
Sexton
Vestry:
Ron Brown
Janet Buckley
James Christiansen
Bill Duke
Chris Gass
Connie McLean
Nikki Shaw
Bill Sundie
Howard Yeager

8

Saint John’s Episcopal Church
1707 Government Street
Mobile, Alabama 36604

Nonprofit Organization
U.S.POSTAGE PAID
Mobile, Alabama
Permit No. 607

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Come Worship With Us!
Monday—Friday:
8:30AM Morning Prayer
5:30PM Evening Prayer
Sunday:
9:00AM Adult and Youth Christian
Formation
10:00AM Holy Eucharist
Wednesday:
10:00AM Holy Eucharist;
Healing on the 1st
Wednesday of the month.
Other Feasts and Holy Days are
observed throughout the year; please
see our website for the latest schedule.

Parish Office
Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Telephone: 251-479-5474
Fax: 251-473-1230
www.stjohnsmobile.org
Thee Store Episcopal Books
Monday
Wednesday
Friday
10 a.m.-2 p.m.
and by appointment
Telephone: 251-479-5086

SAINT JOHN’S: THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN MIDTOWN MOBILE
Grounded in shared sacramental life and moving into the world
to be the hands of Our Lord.

May 2011 at Saint John’s
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1 A Easter 2
9A SS
10A HE
1130A Outreach

2 St. Mark (tr)
830A MP
1130A Loaves&Fish

3 Sts Philip & James
830A MP
530P EfM

4
830A MP

5
830A MP

6
830A MP

7

8 A Easter 3
9A Breakfast
10A HE
1130A Vestry

9
830A MP

10
830A MP
530P EfM

11
830A MP
10A HE + Unction

12
830A MP

13
830A MP
2-5P Fleming Recital
Rehearsal

14
2-5P Fleming Recital

15 A Easter 4
9A SS
10A HE
1130A Parish Life
5P Evensong

16
830A MP

17
830A MP
530P EfM

18
830A MP
10A HE

19
830A MP

20
830A MP

21

22 A Easter 5
9A SS
10A HE
1130A Parish Picnic

23
830A MP

24
830A MP
530P EfM

25 Venerable Bede
830A MP
10A HE

26
830A MP

27
830A MP
5P Reindl-Clonts
Rehearsal

28
5P Reindl-Clonts
Wedding

29 A Easter 6
9A SS
10A HE

30
830A MP

31 Visitation of the
Blessed Virgin
Mary
830A MP
1210P HE
530P EfM

MP = Morning Prayer
HE = Holy Eucharist/Communion
SS = Sunday School
EfM = Education for Ministry
Rector vacation 5/2 through 5/7

LECTIONARY AND ROTA FOR MAY 2011
Date
Service
Lectionary
Day

1 May
HE-II
A Easter 2

8 May
HE-II
A Easter 3

15 May
HE-II
A Easter 4

Lessons

Acts 2:14a, 22-32
Psalm 16
1 Peter 1:3-9
John 20:19-31

Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Psalm 116:1-3,
10-17
1 Peter 1:17-23
Luke 24:13-35

Acts 2:42-47
Psalm 23
1 Peter 2:19-25
John 10:1-10

Greeters

Connie McLean

Joan Marie Elam

Mellissa Brown

Lectors

Kathe Gieseler
Cheryl WintersHeard

Geri Moulton
Eugene Johnston

Denise Dunham
Ron Brown

Eucharistic
Ministers

Paula Ross
Ron Waites

Connie McLean
Mary Sheffield

Eucharistic
Visitor

Eugene Johnston

Altar Guild

15 May
Evensong
1 Easter 4

Psalm 103
Ex 28:1-4, 30-38
Matthew 7:15-29
John 6:1-12

22 May
HE-II
A Easter 5

29 May
HE-II
A Easter 6

Acts 7:55-60
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
1 Peter 2:2-10
John 14:1-14

Acts 17:22-31
Psalm 66:7-18
1 Peter 3:13-22
John 14:15-21

Martha & Max Grice

Thelma Lomers

Cheryl WintersHeard
Geri Moulton

Mary Sheffield
Connie Anderson

Butch Yeager
Connie Anderson

Paula Ross
Ron Waites

Eugene Johnston
Connie McLean

Ron Waites

Ron Brown

Paula Ross

Eugene Johnston

Betty & George
Taylor

Marie Brown
Lorraine Murray

Marie Brown
Lorraine Murray

Pat Fulford
Cindy Gass

Pat Fulford
Cindy Gass

Vestry
Tellers

Butch Yeager
Connie McLean

Bill Duke
Ron Brown

Connie McLean
Janet Buckley

Bill Sundie
James Christiansen

Ron Brown
Chris Gass

Janet Buckley
Nikki Shaw

Preacher

Fr. Heard

Dcn. Carson

Fr. Heard

Fr. Heard

Fr. Heard

Fr. Heard

Ron Brown

