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FROM THE RECTOR: 

Dear Ones, 

It has been quite interesting to hear some of the things 
coming from the Vatican these past few weeks. Francis, 
the Bishop of Rome, seems to be taking the Roman 
Catholic Church in a direction that hasn’t been seen for a 
long, long time. Interviewed for La Civilta Cattolica, 
Francis did not come out in support of gay marriage, 
abortion rights or contraception, saying that church 
positions on those issues are "clear," but he added that 
the "the proclamation of the saving love of God comes 
before moral and religious imperatives.” 

He continued, “A person once asked me, in a 
provocative manner, if I approved of homosexuality. I 
replied with another question: ‘Tell me: when God looks 
at a gay person, does he endorse the existence of this 
person with love, or reject and condemn this person?’ 
We must always consider the person.” 

In a letter to La Repubblica, Francis wrote, “Given that — 
and this is the key point — God’s mercy has no limits, if 
you go to him with a sincere and repentant heart, the 
issue for those who do not believe in God is to obey 
their conscience. Sin, even for those who have no faith, is 
when one goes against their conscience. To listen and to 
obey to (one’s conscience) means to decide oneself in 
relation to what’s perceived as good and evil. And this 
decision is fundamental to determining the good or evil 
of our actions.” 

That’s not to say that Francis is doing a complete 
turnaround. He recently excommunicated an Australian 
priest because of the priest’s outspoken positions on the 
ordination of women and gay marriage. 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu is pretty impressed. He said 
of Francis recently, “He’s a tremendous breath of fresh 
air. The things he has done in a short period of time: the 
fact that he does not live in a huge papal mansion and 
just dropped by in the dining room where ordinary 
people have meals. You think of his background, where 
he didn’t use limousines in South America, that he used 

public transport. I’ve got to say to you that I’m so, so 
thrilled that he is there at this crucial moment in the 
history of our world.” 

I really love Desmond. He cuts right to the heart of 
things. 

Reading between the lines, I think Francis is reminding 
his flock of how Jesus lived, what were the important 
issues to Jesus, and what the implications are for us who 
have become Jesus’ disciples in this time. Francis, 
echoing Jesus’ words has said, “Who am I to judge?” I 
think that is a message that we all need to be reminded of 
every now and again. 

In our country, we seem to be torn by disagreements on 
just about everything. But in the eternal scheme of 
things, those disagreements are secondary and 
unimportant. 

What is important for us is to remember that our calling 
as disciples of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ demands 
that we follow his example of life and love and hospitality 
and forgiveness and acceptance. 

I think it’s very much about not thinking of ourselves 
first and always. In scripture, both Old and New 
Testament, we have example after example of the 
boundless lengths to which God will go for creation. I 
believe God asks each and every one of us to make our 
best efforts at doing exactly the same thing. AND, it is 
not limited to just people, because there is so much more 
to creation than just us. I think we forget that sometimes, 
either that or see ourselves as the apex of creation. 

God willingly plays the fool for us, that we might see 
how ridiculous our antics are in God’s eyes.  Perhaps we 
need to remember more consciously who we are called to 
be, what we are called to do, and how we are called to 
live. It’s time for us to keep the big picture clearly in 
mind and focus our time, talents and energies on living as 
God intends for us to live. 

  --Thomas 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE OCTOBER LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

Robert Grosseteste 
 
One of the outstanding bishops of the 13th century, 
Robert Grosseteste came from humble beginnings. He 
was accomplished in the law, medicine, language, 
science, and theology. He served as teacher, translator, 
and commentator. It is partially due to Robert’s 
excellence in so many fields that Oxford began the 
study of sciences. He was consecrated Bishop of 
Lincoln in 1235 and was renowned for visiting his 
parishes, spending time with both laity and clergy. We 
will remember Bishop Robert’s life at our Said Mass 
on 9 October at 10:00AM. Fr. Bailey Norman will be 
the celebrant and preacher. 
 
Bishops Ridley, Latimer & Cranmer 
 
Three bishops, Hugh Latimer, Nicholas Ridley and 
Thomas Cranmer were burned at the stake in Oxford. 
Cranmer was Archbishop of Canterbury and the 
primary force behind Common Prayer. Nicholas Ridley 
was a staunch supporter of Cranmer and Hugh 
Latimer was the outstanding preacher of the 
Reformation period in England. All three ran afoul of 
Queen Mary after the death of Edward the Sixth. On 
October 16, 1555, Ridley and Latimer were executed 
and on March 21, 1556, Thomas Cranmer joined his 
colleagues. We will commemorate the bishops at our 
Said Mass on 16 October at 10:00AM. 
 
Saint Luke the Evangelist 
 
We will celebrate the life and ministry of Saint Luke 
the Evangelist at a Said mass on Friday, 18 October, at 
12:10PM. Luke, the self-identified author of the 
Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles, brings 
his own perspective on the person and ministry of 
Jesus and Jesus’ continuing effect on the world. Luke’s 
account of the spread of the early church and the 

ministry of Saint Paul help us to craft a picture of the 
world in the first century. His portrayal of the radical 
hospitality and inclusion that Jesus manifested still 
stands today as a standard by which we can judge our 
ministries. 
 
Saint James of Jerusalem 
 
We will remember Saint James of Jerusalem, the 
brother of Our Lord, at a Said mass on Wednesday, 
23 October 2013 at 10:00AM. Sometimes called 
“James the Just”, James supported the inclusion of 
Gentiles in the church. According to a second-century 
chronicler, James provoked the ire of some factions in 
Jerusalem because of his success at bringing new 
converts into the church. Taking James to the pinnacle 
of the Temple, they commanded him to recant his 
faith and Jesus. When he refused, James was thrown 
from the roof and then cudgeled to death. 
 
Saints Simon & Jude, Apostles 
 
Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles will be remembered 
at a Said mass on Monday, 28 October at 12:10PM. 
Sadly, our knowledge of these two original apostles is 
quite lacking. Simon is referred to as “a Zealot” and 
Saint John mentions Jude in his account of the Last 
Supper. Tradition associates both with the region of 
Persia, now Iran. Some accounts call them martyrs; 
some say that both died peaceful deaths in Edessa or 
Beirut. One Epistle of Jude brings us a unique 
doxology: 

“Now to him who is able to keep you from 
falling and to present you without blemish 
before the presence of his glory with rejoicing, 
25 to the only God, our Savior through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, 
and authority, before all time and now and for 
ever. Amen. 

Memorial Donations 

Saint John’s wishes to extend a sincere thank you to those 
who made donations in memory of the following: 
 

Willis Thomas Ford, by Marietta Ford 
Shannon Newberry, by Ben Schmerbauch 
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The regular meeting of the Vestry and Wardens of 
Saint John’s was held on 8 September, called to 
order by the Rector at 11:30AM. The minutes of 
the 14 July meeting were approved as distributed. 
 
Cindy Gass reviewed our financial performance for 
the year, noting that we are keeping expenses in 
line, however we are $16,000 behind in income. 
The Audit Report for calendar year 2012 was 
discussed and approved. 
 
A discussion over Christian Ed activities/programs 
for our children was held. 
 
Fr. Heard detailed the complete failure of the 
parish’s email service due to a supplier’s actions. 
Our service has been re-hosted, but Fr. Heard is 
looking for other options. A new telephone system 
will be installed in the next month which will give 
us greater capability at a lower or equal cost. 
 
Chris Gass announced that a work day for yard 
clean-up will be held on 5 October beginning at 
8:00AM. We will be working at the church and at 
the 1700 and 1702 Church St. properties. 
 
Fr. Heard stated that the Estate of Charles Harris is 
being closed and we will receive a deed for 1700 
Church St. in the coming weeks. 
 
Fr. Heard outlined the training that is required of 
all leadership, employees, and volunteers by the 
Canons of the Church. He asked the members of 
the vestry to email their preferred 4-digit code to 
access the system. 
 
Butch Yeager asked if anyone on the vestry had any 
opposition to considering selling the lot on 
Weinacker Ave.  There were no comments.  Butch 
explained that if we were to sell that lot, we might 
use its proceeds to fund some capital projects 
addressing deferred maintenance and 
improvements. The vestry voiced general 
agreement. Butch will work on identifying an 
estimated value for the lot and asked for 
suggestions for the projects to be funded. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 12:15PM. 

V. Gordon Moulton 
 
Our brother in Christ, Gordon Moulton entered into 
new life on Saturday, 28 September 2013 at about 
11:30AM. He was 73. Gordon and Geri came to 
Mobile in 1966. Gordon was one of the faculty 
members of the new School of Business at the 
University of South Alabama. He served as director of 
computer services, dean of administrative services and 
a 15-year appointment as vice president for services 
and planning. He was named President in 1998 and 
over his 15 years as its leader, the University of South 
Alabama grew and flourished beyond anyone’s 
imagination, except for Gordon. Gordon and Geri 
were confirmed in The Episcopal Church on 10 
December 1967 by Bishop George Murray; Dr. Canady 
presented them for confirmation. Gordon served on 
the vestry and was Senior Warden at one time.  Not 
quite a year ago, I was with him before his second 
cancer surgery. I saw him a week before his death; we 
talked for an hour or so, shared communion and 
prayed together. Gordon never wavered in his faith or 
feared what was to come. I cherished his friendship, 
counsel and wisdom. He rests with Our Lord, of that I 
am sure. 
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Elsewhere in the DioceseElsewhere in the DioceseElsewhere in the DioceseElsewhere in the Diocese    
WELCOME BACK, BUD! 
 
It was great to see Bud McLean back among us at the 
beginning of September. Bud had surgery the last week 
in June to get rid of a bile duct malignant tumor in the 
pancreas, ended up with a severe infection and was 
unconscious for 30 days. Imagine Bud McLean being 
silent for 30 days! 
 
He is thrilled to be back at Sunday services and wants to 
thank his Saint John’s family for unbelievable support 
morally, physically and spiritually. He believes the 
prayers of his friends brought him through this ordeal. 
 
“We received a feast of food from the Women of the 
Church and others, visits, telephone calls and over 100 
cards. It was overwhelming!” reports Bud. 
 
“And then, of course, there is my Guardian Angel, 
Connie, who was with me every step of the way. Father 
Heard was right behind Connie in devotion and 
support.” 
 
Welcome back, Bud. And, hey, we like the grown-up 
hairdo! 

-Joan Marie Elam 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
 
Please join us at Saint John’s on Saturday, October 5 at 10:00AM in the courtyard 
for a blessing of all of our furry, feathered and finned friends.  All types of animals 
are welcome, but please respect others and leash or restrain your pets. 

Congratulations to our newest mom and dad: Leslie 
Dabney and Jeremy Lundberg. Their son, Smith Lars 
Lundberg, was born on Thursday, 19 September at 
about 12:30PM. He weighed 7 pounds 1 ounce and was 
21 inches.  First-time grandmother Jan Dabney is 
ecstatic! All are doing well and we’ll baptize Smith in late 
November. 

MISSION TO DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
 
How about a week in the Caribbean next March?  You 
could take a cruise or you could help build furniture 
for needy Episcopal churches in the Dominican 
Republic.  Our Diocesan Commission on World 
Mission is now accepting applications for mission team 
membership.  This will be our Diocese’s ninth 
construction mission to the Dominican Republic and 
missioners have found the trips to be fun, hard work, 
and meaningful as we help provide a better place for 
other Christians to worship. The dates of the mission 
trip are Saturday March 22 through Sunday March 30, 
2014 and the deadline for submitting an 
application is October 31, 2013.  Neither the ability 
to speak Spanish nor special construction skills are 
needed.  If you are interested or have any questions 
please call Geary Gaston at (251) 649-7327.  
 
 
 

FUNDRAISER FOR BECKWITH 
 
Beckwith needs sidewalks! Persons with mobility 
challenges often struggle to move about the Beckwith 
campus, and the diocesan Episcopal Churchwomen 
are seeking to meet this need. They will hold a drawing 
to raise funds to construct sidewalks at Beckwith. You 
can help by purchasing a ticket for $5.00 or five tickets 
for $20.00. 
  
Four outstanding items will be included in the drawing: 
a navy Italian leather handbag by Doncaster; a framed 
oil painting, "Autumn Woods," by BaBa Hendricks; an 
unusual piece of art of mixed media using handmade 
paper and porcelain medallions, created by Jean 
Thickens Francis Cooper, and a custom handmade 
mirror from Huntsville artist Jeff Massey. 

WORK DAY — Saturday, 5 October at 8:00 AM ‘til 

9:30. We plan to finish up at 1702 Church St and give the 
Church a bit of a sprucing up. 
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St. John’s 4th Sunday Potluck 
Tailgate Party 

Sunday, September 18 
Photos by Butch Yeager 
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2013 COLORADO FLOOD RESPONSE 

By the Episcopal Diocese of Colorado 

Devastating floods up and down Colorado’s Front 
Range have impacted several communities and 
Episcopal churches. As those churches – none of 
which suffered catastrophic damage – dry out, they are 
making contact with parishioners, and will be working 
to help in their communities in days to come. 

The staff in the Diocese of Colorado Office of the 
Bishop has been contacting clergy in affected areas, 
and has determined they are all safe and accounted for, 
although some of them have experienced some 
personal property damage and loss. Clergy and other 
leaders continue to get in touch with their parishioners 
to determine their safety and immediate needs. In 
some places this has been much more difficult than in 
others. Based on initial assessments, while many 
church buildings have had some flooding damage, 
none has catastrophic damage. 

Several churches have already begun to reach out to 
those least likely to have personal resources to deal 
with the disaster. St. Aidan’s in Boulder has already 
been working through their existing partnership with 
Boulder Outreach for Homeless Overflow to provide 
overnight shelter for the homeless in these adverse 
conditions. The St. Aidan’s community is also reaching 
out through their Canterbury ministry to University of 
Colorado students who suffered losses. 

At St. Stephen’s in Longmont, according to the Rev. 
Marc Genty who lives near there, Missouri Avenue that 
runs in front the church became the Missouri River for 
a time. Foot bridges and other community structures 
were wiped out, but the church, which sits on a little 
rise, is fine. The St. Stephen’s community is reaching 
out to parishioners who have suffered significant 
property losses and finding the best way to help them. 

In Estes Park, one of the communities most hard hit 
by the flooding, many of the major roads have washed 
out, making travel in and out of the town extremely 
difficult. Rocky Mountain National Park has been 
closed to visitors, and summer residents have been 

asked to leave. Crossroads Ministry, a Jubilee Ministry 
that serves that area, will be administering some of the 
flood relief. Deacon Pat Washburn reports that St. 
Bartholomew’s basement has flooded, and they “have a 
lake instead of a parking lot.” 

Common Cathedral in Longmont is a worshipping 
community that meets in a public park, and is a mix of 
area residents and those who are homeless. Genty is 
the convener of that community, and was concerned 
from the outset about the flood’s impact on its 
members, many of whom camp along the banks of the 
St. Vrain River, one of the many waterways that came 
far over its banks. 

As the Common Cathedral community gathered on 
Friday to worship, Genty could not join them because 
he could not leave his neighborhood because of the 
flood waters which isolated several parts of Longmont. 
The Rev. Andrew Cooley, who also lives in Longmont, 
could get there, and presided over a gathering of 25 – 
30 people. On his Facebook page, he reported that the 
group – some of whom knew they had lost their 
homes, shared “stories of loss, anxiety, and wonderful 
stories of angels and acts of mercy and kindness 
offered.” Genty continues to be concerned about 
Common Cathedral’s members, and knows of at least 
one couple who had recently gotten into permanent 
housing, who lost everything in flood. 

The Office of the Bishop is working closely with 
Episcopal Relief & Development to identify needs and 
provide financial support in coming days and weeks. 
The Office of the Bishop is also accepting donations 
payable to “The Diocese of Colorado” marked “Flood 
Relief.” 

These funds will be used for immediate needs—food, 
clothing, temporary shelter and medical care, and will 
be used along with emergency funding from Episcopal 
Relief & Development for these short term needs and 
longer term recovery needs as those are identified in 
the days ahead. 
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Contact Us 
 

Staff: 
 

The Reverend Thomas Heard, rector 
rector@stjohnsmobile.org 
 

Louis Daniel 
Organist & Choir Director 
music@stjohnsmobile.org 
 

Lella Lowe 
Financial Secretary 
finance@stjohnsmobile.org 
 

Jack Ruppe 
Sexton 
 
Vestry: 
Bootsie Cieutat 

Jan Dabney 

Chris Gass, junior warden 

Cindy Gass, treasurer 

David Jones 

Wilmer Mayson 

Connie McLean 

Nikki Shaw, clerk 

Butch Yeager, senior warden 

For healing grace and continued strength, we pray for our 
members: 
Matt Mattoon, Eugene Johnston, Sandra Wilson, Bud McLean, 
Joyce Lee 
 

For our Homebound: 
Ray Campbell, Doris Cunningham, Mae Dunn, Corinne Faust, 
Lois Hamby, Nell Kirk, Violet Kosko, Margie Mattoon, 
Jane Moore, Mary Lou Varnes, Catherine Warren, Chick Wohlert  
 

For victims of war and their families, and members of our 
Armed Forces and their families:  
Eric Mattoon, Cheryl Garner 
 

For our Friends and Family: 
Patsy Vittor, Bobby Smith, Margo Guess, Evia Daniel, 
Dennis McCants, Angela White, Ashley Garris, Rick Sundie, 
Regina Fielder, Brandy Greer, Sandy & Ray Michel, 
Preston Stevens, Carol Hubbard, Danny Melton, Emily Steiner, 
Larry Kent, Warren Bishop, Jim Cieutat, Robby Shelton, 
John & Pat Cranton, Dot Trehern, Gabe Pippin, 
William & Barbara Dorsey, Steven Garner, Andrea Murray, 
Anna Marie Brown,  Betty Chenoweth, Mark Stiber, 
James Henry LeBatard [deacon] 
 
For Those Who Have Died: 
Gordon Moulton 

Ashleigh Sheffield 10/04 
Meagan Partsch 10/08 
Alana Escobio  10/10 
Bob Anderson  10/11 
Kay Meador  10/11 
Marjorie Duhon 10/13 

Marjorie Mattoon 10/13 
Shirley Hall  10/14 
LaVerne Foster 10/15 
Marietta Ford  10/30 
Audrey Garner  10/30 

Ron & Marie Brown  10/07 
Bud & Connie McLean 10/22 
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Parish Office 
     Monday-Thursday 
     9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 

Telephone: 251-479-5474 
Fax: 251-473-1230 
www.stjohnsmobile.org 
 
Thee Store Episcopal Books 
     Monday 
 Wednesday 
 Thursday 
      9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
          and by appointment 
 

Telephone: 251-479-5086 

Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
1707 Government Street 
Mobile, Alabama 36604 

Nonprofit Organization 
U.S.POSTAGE PAID 

Mobile, Alabama 
Permit No. 607 

Come Worship With Us! 
Monday—Friday: 
8:30AM Morning Prayer 
 

Sunday: 
9:00AM Adult and Youth Christian 

Formation 
10:00AM Holy Eucharist 
 

Wednesday: 
10:00AM Holy Eucharist;  

Healing on the 1st 
Wednesday of the month. 

 

Other Feasts and Holy Days are 
observed throughout the year; please 
see our website for the latest schedule. 
 

SAINT JOHN’S: THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN MIDTOWN MOBILE 

Grounded in shared sacramental life and moving into the world 
to be the hands of Our Lord. 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


