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FROM THE RECTOR:
Dear Ones,
To characterize or simplify liturgy as the actions of the
people in their worship of God, I think, diminishes
both. The Greek λειτουργία encompasses both our
actions and our worship, creating a space, a moment,
where the human and divine create or inhabit touch
points, spaces in time where we connect across the
infinite and find consonance and resonance with each
other. Every moment within our lives is liturgy, that
yearning for contact with the divine, those instances of
feeling touched by something ineffable, of touching
something beyond our plane of existence.
Likewise, holding music as something to enhance our
worship or as something to entertain diminishes the
act of the composer seeking to reach beyond her/
himself, the musician’s goal of perfectly presenting the
composer’s work, or the hearer’s desire to be
transported beyond the moment. It, too, is an act of
worship, of reaching beyond one’s self to touch what is
elusive and ephemeral.
Art, too, follows these same injunctions, as it also
seeks to bridge between the finite and the infinite,
creating spaces where crossover between the two can
and will occur.
Too often we call the structure of our worship simply a
liturgy. Our work of the people in the worship of God
on a given day at a given hour is that, but it is also the
conscious focus of our energies and attention on
seeking God, to reach out to God, and to be touched
by God.
In every parish church, I believe that everything that is
done, every moment of the day, should be liturgy - the

seeking, reaching, yearning for the palpable presence of
God in our lives. To me, this means that every office
and mass, every moment of the day should be our best
efforts to cross the gulf that separates us from
relationship and communion with our God.
Within the construct of our formal worship, there
should be no action or event that has not been
examined through a lens that seeks to determine its
why and how, with an associated theological
understanding. When we act in worship, we should
always be reverent and joyful, and every action or
activity should be done with integrity: maintaining the
unwritten intent of the rite or celebration.
Opening the doors of the church should be de rigueur,
with opportunities for everyone to partake of the
space, the worship, the music, the art in its sacred
space. The Daily Office, said or sung, invites us into
God’s space. The mass affords a unique and intimate
opportunity for communion with God. Concerts of
voice and instruments invite and enable a different
approach to the divine. Art opens yet another door to
the infinite. Together, combining the enticement of
our senses of sight, touch, hearing, smell, and taste, we
create a microenvironment where human/divine
interaction can and do occur with regularity.
It is through our liturgy of all forms that we create
myriad opportunities for every person to find a
pathway to the divine, to touch the face of God, and to
carry that touch to every person around us. It is here
that we find the incarnate God, both in worship and in
our daily lives.
-- Thomas
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE
FEBRUARY LITURGICAL
CALENDAR
The Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ in
the Temple
We will celebrate the feast of the Presentation on
Sunday, 2 February 2014 at a 10:00AM Solemn
Mass. “Presentation” is a new name for what’s
previously been known as “The Purification of
the Blessed Virgin Mary” and “Candlemas.” In
the Eastern tradition, this feast is called “the
meeting of Christ with Simeon.” In Jewish
tradition, first born sons were to be dedicated to
God in remembrance of the sparing of the first
born of Israel and the exodus from Egypt. In
Christian tradition, this marks the recognition by
Simeon and Anna that the Messiah, long
promised by God, has appeared.
Saint Matthias
After Judas’ death, the disciples met and decided
that they must replace him. They met, prayed and
finally chose Matthias as the new twelfth disciple.
We know nothing more of Matthias, where his
mission field was, what he was like, or where he
came from. We commemorate his life on
Monday, 24 February at a Said Mass at 12:10PM.

PLEDGE SUMMARY
As this newsletter goes to print, we
have received commitments from
42 pledge units, compared to 53
last year. Our total for 2014 stands
at $122,924, compared to $151,910.
If you plan to pledge to the 2014
operating budget, please turn in a
pledge card as soon as possible in
that we can prepare a realistic
budget for the year. Extra cards
are available in the church office.

The Regular meeting of the Vestry was held on 12 January
in the Parlor beginning at 11:30AM. The new vestry
members were welcomed.
The minutes of the 8 December meeting were approved.
Cindy Gass reviewed the 12-month balance sheet and
income & expense statements. She noted that, over the
course of the year, we have withdrawn $20,000 from savings
to cover operating expenses. She reminded us that our
operating budget for 2013 was projected to have a $12,600
deficit, which included $30,000 of transfers from equity
accounts to operating. The difference between our projected
income and expenses without equity transfers were -$42,600.
Fr. Heard presented the current status of the Stewardship
Campaign. (An updated report is included elsewhere in the
newsletter.)
Fr. Heard reported that the proposals for sale of 256
Weinacker were disappointing. Prices were considerably
lower than assessed valuation and timeframes were in the
one year range. Butch Yeager suggested that we should do
nothing.
Fr. Heard reported that he is still waiting for a proposal
from Bob Sheffield concerning the lighting in the chancel.
At this point the vestry broke for lunch and reconvened in
the Great Hall.
Upon reconvening, Fr. Heard asked for comments on the
last year. It was noted that there was some confusion about
who was responsible for the social/food events of the
parish. Bootsie Cieutat, also new president of the ECW,
suggested that the ECW should take that responsibility,
including organizing Coffee Hour snacks, 4th Sunday
Potlucks, and Receptions. She promised to report back
following the next ECW meeting.
The Vestry turned to electing its officers for 2014. The
following were elected:
Senior Warden: Cindy Gass
Junior Warden: Jim Hayward
Treasurer:
Connie McLean
Clerk:
Jan Dabney
James Christiansen, Cindy Gass, and Eugene Johnston will
continue to serve as Assistant Treasurers.
The Vestry adjourned with prayer at 1:40PM.
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READ THE BIBLE IN A YEAR
While the adoption of the 1979 Prayer Book moved us
greatly forward, we did suffer some losses as well. I
think the most significant was the subjugation of Sunday
Morning Prayer to a lesser status. I need to explain that.
The Daily Office that Thomas Cranmer designed for us
carries the idea that we read large portions of the bible
in a rather sequential manner. In fact, we don’t miss
very much of it at all. Even on Sunday, the readings
tended to be a bit longer, covering more ground, and
hitting the broad strokes of the stories. When we
became more centered on Eucharist, even those Sunday
readings disappeared and our knowledge of all of the
bible began to slip away.
The biggest reason for our loss of general knowledge of
the bible’s content is probably due to not having a
personal practice of reading it. Daily Morning and
Evening Prayer, said corporately or privately, is much
less prevalent today than in Cranmer’s time. One of the
purposes of the Revised Common Lectionary was to
address this deficit through an Old Testament series of
readings for the Season after Pentecost. I don’t think it
is very successful. So, what do we do about it?
The Reverend Marek Zabriskie, rector of Saint Thomas
Church in Fort Washington, PA put together a schedule
for a complete reading of the bible. It has selections for
Monday through Saturday. Each selection has an Old
Testament, Psalm and a New Testament reading; on
Sundays, we have the lessons from our worship time
together.
This is a program that can be undertaken individually or
as a group. I think we can receive greater benefit from it
if we’re reading as part of a community. That gives us
opportunities to talk about troubling or unclear readings,
as well as sharing insights we encounter.
I’d like to propose that we start our own group on
Monday, 10 March, the first week of Lent. I will prepare
the reading schedule and make copies available in the
Tract Rack in the parish house. If there is an interest in
having a discussion group, please let me know. If you’re
interested in more information about Fr. Zabriskie’s
program, please visit
http://thecenterforbiblicalstudies.org .
-- Thomas

For healing grace and continued strength,
we pray for our members:
Ben Schmerbauch, Lois Hamby, Lorraine
Murray, Matt Mattoon, Bud McLean, Joyce Lee,
Ashley Garris
For our Homebound:
Ray Campbell, Doris Cunningham, Mae Dunn,
Corinne Faust, Nell Kirk, Violet Kosko,
Margie Mattoon, Jane Moore, Mary Lou Varnes,
Catherine Warren, Chick Wohlert
For victims of war and their families, and
members of our Armed Forces and their
families:
Eric Mattoon, Cheryl Garner
For our Friends and Family:
Bill Jones, John Morgret, Kevin Jones,
Jeffery Garner, Beverly Fitzpatrick, Ann Hall,
Joni O’Jard, Susan Lloyd, Evia Daniel,
Dennis McCants, Angela White, Regina Fielder,
Brandy Greer, Sandy & Ray Michel,
Preston Stevens, Carol Hubbard, Emily Steiner,
Larry Kent, Warren Bishop, Robby Shelton,
John & Pat Cranton, Dot Trehern, Gabe Pippin,
William & Barbara Dorsey, Steven Garner,
Andrea Murray, Anna Marie Brown,
Betty Chenoweth, Mark Stiber,
James Henry LeBatard [deacon],
Jayne Carson [deacon]
For those who have Died:
Danny Melton, Norman Hart Bray [priest]

Memorial Donations
Saint John’s wishes to extend a sincere thank you
to those who made donations in memory of Helen
Clements:
James Christiansen & Joyce Lee
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830A MP
7P Gloria Dei

10
830A MP
7P Gloria Dei

17 Janani Luwum
830A MP
7P Gloria Dei

24 Saint Matthias
830A MP
1210P HE
7P Gloria Dei

9 Epiphany 5
830A Breakfast
9A SS
10A HE
1130A Vestry

16 Epiphany 6
9A SS
10A HE
1130A ECW

23 Epiphany 7
9A SS
10A HE
1130A 4th Sunday
Potluck

MONDAY

2 Presentation of Our
Lord Jesus Christ
9A SS
10A HE

HE = Holy Eucharist
MP = Morning Prayer
SS = Sunday School

SUNDAY

WEDNESDAY

25
830A MP
6P Winning Solutions

18 Martin Luther
830A MP

11
830A MP
6P Winning Solutions

26
830A MP
10A HE
1035A Collage
530P Collage
7P Choir

19
830A MP
10A HE
1035A Collage
530P Collage
7P Choir

12
830A MP
10A HE
1035A Collage
530P Collage
7P Choir

4 Anskar of Scandinavia 5
830A MP
830A MP
10A HE+ Unction
1035A Collage
530P Collage
7P Choir

TUESDAY

27 George Herbert
830A MP
530P EfM

Newsletter Deadline

20
830A MP
530P EfM

13 Absalom Jones
830A MP
530P EfM

430-830P Cunningham

6 Martyrs of Japan
830A MP
530P EfM

THURSDAY

28
830A MP

21
830A MP

14 Cyril & Methodius
830A MP

7 Cornelius the
Centurion
830A MP

FRIDAY

FEBRUARY 2014 AT SAINT JOHN’S

22

15 Thomas Bray

8

1 Brigid

SATURDAY

4
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LECTIONARY AND ROTA FOR FEBRUARY 2014

Green
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Psalm 119:1-8
1 Corinthians 3:1-9
Matthew 5:21-37

Joan Marie Elam

Green
Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18
Psalm 119:33-40
1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23
Matthew 5:38-48

23 February
HE-II, EP-A
Epiphany 7

Green
Isaiah 58:1-9a(9b-12)
Psalm 112:1-9(10)
1 Corinthians 2:1-12(13-16)
Matthew 5:13-20

Bud & Connie McLean

Kathe Giesler
Ron Brown

16 February
HE-II, EP-A
Epiphany 6

Thelma Lomers

Cheryl Winters-Heard
Connie Anderosn

Geri Moulton

9 February
HE-II, EP-A
Epiphany 5

White
Malachi 3:1-4
Psalm 84:1-6
Hebrews 2:14-18
Like 2:22-40

Budd McLean
Mary Sheffield

Ron Waites

Mary Sheffield
Ron Waites

2 February
HE II, EP-A
The Presentation of Our Lord
Jesus Christ

Bob & Connie Anderson

Paula Ross

Geri Moulton
Butch Yeager

Paula Ross

Date
Service
Lectionary Day

Greeters
Connie Anderson
Ron Waites

Eugene Johnston
Connie Anderson

Ron Brown

Pat Fulford
Cindy Gass

A Epiphany 7 RCL

Lectors
Eugene Johnston

Ron Waites

Donna Waites
Irene Yeager

Janet Buckley
Jim Hayward

A Epiphany 6 RCL

Eucharistic Ministers Ron Brown
Paula Ross

Intercessor

Eugene Johnston

Donna Waites
Irene Yeager

Connie Anderson
Janet Buckley

Connie McLean
Denise Dunham

A Epiphany 5 RCL

Eucharistic Visitor

Connie Anderson
Jennifer Tarantole

Connie McLean
Connie Anderson

Jessica Dennis
Nikki Shaw

ABC Presentation

Altar Guild

Wilmer Mayson
Connie McLean

Connie Anderson
Cindy Gass

Color

Vestry Teller

Andrew Lee
Connie McLean

Lessons

Nursery
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Joan-Marie Elam and
Joyce Lee (below)

The Women of the Church enjoyed a
Christmas Open House at the home of
Geri Moulton on December 8, 2013.
(photos by Irene Yeager)
Bootsie Cieutat, Tina Cieutat
and Mary Jones
(foreground); Fran Barbour
& Neva Bache (background)

Connie McLean, Geri
Mouton and Fr. Thomas

FOUR YEARS LATER LONG-TERM
RECOVERY CONTINUES IN HAITI
On the anniversary of the January 12, 2010
earthquake, we are reminded of people’s painful
losses as well as their long journey toward recovery.

put her in a car and took her to a hospital in the
neighboring Dominican Republic (DR), about 40 miles
away.

Monsieur Vernet sells hardware from a kiosk he made
out of shipping container parts. “I used to sell from a
‘real’ shop,” he sighed. Pointing across the dirt street
to one of the many walled-off and vacant Carrefour
lots where collapsed buildings used to be, he continued,
“Right over there is where I rented a shop, before the
earthquake, that is.”

While in the DR, Vernet received several calls from his
family and friends informing him that his hardware
store in Carrefour had also collapsed, and that his
merchandise was being looted. “My wife was more
important to me than that store,” he shared, “I just
hung up… what else could I do?” Shortly thereafter,
Vernet’s wife of 40+ years passed away.

Vernet has been selling hardware for “years”. Before
the earthquake he had not only home improvement
supplies, but also electrical supplies, car tools and car
parts. He built up his inventory over time with the help
of micro-credit services from CEDDISEC, the relief
and development arm of the Episcopal Diocese
of Haiti. Prior to the earthquake he was "in good
standing," – said with a smile and pride – having taken
out and fully repaid several loans that permitted him to
build his business by increasing and diversifying his
stock.

Last year Vernet restarted his business. He pieced
together his kiosk and bought his initial stock with
small funds he borrowed from close friends. He has
chosen to restart in Carrefour, right across from his old
shop, because this is where “his” customers are.

He recalls the day and the months that followed with
an expression that masks his deep pain – pain from not
the loss of his store, but from the loss of his wife.
When the earthquake hit, Vernet’s wife was at their
home in Gressier. Gressier borders Carrefour, the town
closest to the epicenter of the quake, so when the
shock hit, their house collapsed. Vernet's wife had been
hit by a falling block as she escaped, and had suffered a
serious head injury. Vernet, amidst the chaos in Haiti,

As a former client of the Church's pre-earthquake
micro-credit program, Episcopal Relief &
Development has prioritized Vernet’s application for
the new 2014 loan program. His plan is to once again
build and diversify his inventory. Vernet is one of 43
potential clients in line to receive loans in 2014.
When asked why he has not applied for a loan from
one of the many loan agencies in Haiti today, he
replied, “Because the people of the church were there
for me in the past, and I know they will be there for me
now and in the future.”
He then added with another smile, “And because they
have the best [lowest] interest rate in town!”
By Tammi Mott
Program Officer with Episcopal Relief & Development.
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Geri Moulton
Bob Sheffield
Jane Tate Moore
Mary Sheffield

02/01
02/05
02/08
02/08

Lee Dorsey
Thomas Heard
Debbie Ollhoft
David Thompson

02/15
02/15
02/15
02/23

Jennifer & Samuel Tarantole
02/23

VENTURE CREW NEWS

Contact Us
Staff:
The Reverend Thomas Heard, rector
rector@stjohnsmobile.org
The boys finished the popcorn fundraiser in December with a total of
$2,075. A little over $700 will stay with the Crew to help finance the
white water rafting trip they have planned for June. They want to get the
trip in before Sebastian Collette starts Naval boot camp on June 19th.
Sebastian also had his Eagle Court of Honor last month at the Holy
Name of Jesus Catholic Church in Semmes. The entire crew was able to
participate in the ceremony.
Daven Ervin should be starting his Eagle project next month, a
community garden at St Michael's Methodist Church. It looks like a
great project and we're all anxious to get our last scout over his last
hurdle on the path to Eagle.
Sam Escobio earned his Certified Nursing Assistant certificate and is
looking for a job as a CNA to get a little experience before he starts
nursing school in the fall. Anthony Hall, Jennings Halliday and Josef
Straughn all did well in their first semester as college students and are on
track to complete a great freshman year.
The scouts are planning on helping out for Second Sunday Breakfast
before the summer break and are thinking of doing another car wash
when the weather gets warmer to help finance the raft trip. Thanks again
for the kind words and support of our Crew. We all appreciate
everything St. John's allows us to accomplish.
-Scott Escobio

Louis Daniel
Organist & Choir Director
music@stjohnsmobile.org
Lella Lowe
Financial Secretary
finance@stjohnsmobile.org
Jack Ruppe
Sexton
Vestry:
Connie Anderson
Janet Buckley
Bootsie Cieutat
Jan Dabney, clerk
Cindy Gass, senior warden
Jim Hayward, junior warden
David Jones
Wilmer Mayson
Connie McLean, treasurer
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Come Worship With Us!
Monday—Friday:
8:30AM Morning Prayer

Parish Office
Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Sunday:
9:00AM Adult and Youth Christian
Formation
10:00AM Holy Eucharist

Telephone: 251-479-5474
Fax: 251-473-1230
www.stjohnsmobile.org

Wednesday:
10:00AM Holy Eucharist;
Healing on the 1st
Wednesday of the month.

Thee Store Episcopal Books
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
9 a.m.-1 p.m.
and by appointment

Other Feasts and Holy Days are
observed throughout the year; please
see our website for the latest schedule.

Telephone: 251-479-5086

SAINT JOHN’S: THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN MIDTOWN MOBILE
Grounded in shared sacramental life and moving into the world
to be the hands of Our Lord.

