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The Right Reverend Philip Duncan, Bishop 

FROM THE RECTOR: 

Dear Ones, 

Last month, I wrote to you about the Bishop Search focus 
group meeting that I attended. My focus was not about 
what was said, but about the process that was used, 
namely, Appreciative Inquiry. I talked about how we used 
an abbreviated form of it in our Sunday School class on a 
Sunday Morning. Its products were how Saint John’s 
makes us feel, what we value about our parish, and our 
hopes for the future of Saint John’s. Again, I’ll say it was a 
really interesting and informative conversation. 

In addition to the focus group meetings for parishioners, 
there were also focus group meetings for the clergy of the 
diocese. I think there were four, arranged across the 
diocese to minimize travel for individuals. I suggested to 
John Riggin, the organizer of these, that since we were 
having clergy conference, perhaps we should have one 
focus group where we could all be together rather than 
broken up geographically. John replied that the committee 
had considered this as a possibility, but felt that it would 
detract from the program already in place for the clergy 
conference. 

The clergy conference program was presented by Fr. 
William Meninger, a Trappist monk and priest from 
Snowmass, Colorado. His topic was “The Process of 
Forgiveness.” Fr. Meninger walked us through the stages 
of forgiveness (not unlike the stages of grieving), and 
illustrated each one with vignettes from his life and 
experience. It was a fabulous program for me personally, 
and I hope others felt that it was timely and helpful, too. 
Perhaps we’ll do a little exploration of the process of 
forgiveness in our parish. 

As I said earlier, there were clergy focus groups held 
across the diocese. Many of you know that I suffered 
through a really nasty cold last month. As it happened, the 
day the Mobile and Baldwin County clergy were to gather 
at Saint Paul’s - Daphne, I was in the depths of the virus 
and decided at the last minute that I really shouldn’t be 
there and risk infecting everyone else. Instead, I went 
home and slept. 

 

A few days later, I chatted with Ray Buchanan, rector of 
the Episcopal Church of the Redeemer, about how the 
focus group meeting had gone. 

Ray didn’t talk about what any individual had said, but  
from his perspective, gave me his impressions of the 
feelings that were expressed. He said he had heard a great 
deal of hurt, desires for a leader, a spiritual guide, and an 
available, non-anxious presence. He might not have said 
exactly those words, but that’s what I heard. 

As we continued our conversation, he made the 
suggestion that perhaps the diocese should be considering 
a Provisional Bishop instead of electing a new Diocesan 
Bishop. I’ve thought about that a good deal since that 
conversation. The more I think about it, the more I like it. 

Choosing a Provisional Bishop for a specific period of 
time postpones the election of a Diocesan Bishop. It 
would give the diocese time to make preparations for the 
calling process for a Diocesan Bishop for which we 
simply don’t have the time. We could take our time to 
figure out what we are looking for in a bishop. We could 
use some of the time to work on coming together as a 
diocese rather than being an association of parishes. We 
could spend time applying Fr. Meninger’s process of 
forgiveness within ourselves and the diocese. We could 
actively work on healing processes that seem to be 
needed. We could budget for the search and consecration 
process, rather than asking parishes to come up with 
additional monies beyond their already strained budgets. 

Across the Episcopal Church, we’ve seen a number of 
dioceses using Provisional Bishops for a variety of 
reasons. The common reason is so that the diocese is 
really ready and well prepared to call its new Diocesan 
Bishop, presenting a happy, healthy, loving diocese to its 
new bishop. 

  --Thomas 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MAY 
LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

Saint Philip and Saint James, Apostles 
 
The feast commemorating the lives and ministries of 
Philip and James is appointed to be 1 May. Our 
knowledge of these two apostles comes primarily 
from the gospels of John and Mark. James and his 
brother, John, were sons of Zebedee. We know Philip 
was from Bethsaida. Jesus encountered Philip in 
Galilee and called him to be a disciple. It was Philip 
who told Nathaniel, “We have found him about 
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, 
Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.”  We will 
celebrate these two apostles at a Said Mass at 
12:10PM. 
 
Ascension Day 
 
The Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
will be celebrated on Thursday, 29 May at 12:10PM. 
According to Luke and Acts, Jesus was lifted up to 
heaven 40 days after his resurrection. This return to 
be with God is even more significant in the Gospel of 
John, but happens on the day of the resurrection. 
 
The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
This commemorates the visit of the mother of Our 
Lord to her cousin Elizabeth as recounted in Luke’s 
Gospel. It is from the Annunciation and the 
Visitation that the words for Magnificat are drawn. We 
will celebrate this feast at a Said Mass at 12:10PM on 
Saturday, 31 May. 

MILDRED DELORES STROECKER VELASKI HAMBY 
 
Our sister, whom we know as “Lois”, entered into new life on Tuesday, 8 April. 
Lois had struggled with COPD since before I arrived at Saint John’s. Those who 
knew her, knew her to be a fighter. When I tried to think of one word that 
would describe her, I came up with “fierce”. Lois lived and loved fiercely. She 

was fiercely opinionated, and would let you know it. Lois was a life-long member of Saint John’s. There’s a story 
that her mother went into labor while at the altar rail of the old church. She, her sister and two brothers were all 
baptized on the same day; Lois was six. I counted children, grandchildren, great grandchildren, and spouses and 
came up with 75. Her legacy will last for a very long time.  

The regular meeting of the Vestry and Wardens of 
Saint John’s Church was held on 13 April at 
11:30AM in the Parlor. 
 
The minutes of the 9 March meeting were 
approved. 
 
Treasurer Connie McLean reviewed the monthly 
financials. Income still lags expenses and a 
transfer from the Merrill Lynch account has been 
initiated. 
 
Outreach Easter project has been completed. 
A work day in the Garden and yard has been 
scheduled for 10 May beginning at 8:00AM. 
 
The Vestry called for the Annual Meeting of the 
parish to be held on 4 May 2014 at 11:30. This 
will be a Potluck Luncheon to cover both April 
and May. 
 
Fr. Heard is still hoping to track down a few of 
our outstanding pledges. He reported that there 
has been no response to his email about 1706 
Church Street. He reported that the funds for 
Shining New Light are available and that the 
equipment has been ordered. It was decided to 
postpone its installation until after Easter. 
 

The meeting was adjourned with prayer by Fr. 
Heard. 
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Joyce Mason (wife of Sam Mason) first mentioned 
“wouldn’t it be nice if we had needlepoint cushions at 
the altar rail?” 
 
Sondra Kahalley (a parishioner) got the ball rolling. She 
loved to needlepoint, and started the designs and yarn 
colors for the cushions. Many ladies were interested in 
helping with this project, including me. I had recently 
taken lessons from Paige Mullens on how to 
needlepoint. I didn’t know if I was knowledgeable 
enough to participate in this project, but everyone 
encouraged me to try, which of course I did. 
 
After Sondra had the designs worked out, she had 
someone in Fairhope put the designs on graph paper. 
Then all the workers were given yarn, needles, the 
design and the needlepoint material. We were all set to 
begin. Gloria Rothenburg, Sondra and I were the ones 
I remember staying with the project. Interest waned 
and workers dropped out after doing portions of their 
cushions. I helped fill in the backgrounds of several 
cushions, as well as the edgings with the different 

crosses. We worked continuously for two years and 
finally finished. 
 
Sondra took the finished cushions to be upholstered; 
I’m not sure where. 
 
The excess yarn was put in the big safe in case one of 
the cushions was damaged, so that reserved yarn would 
be a match for the repairs. 
 
The cushion design looked as if the gold color yarn 
increased across the cusions from light to dark, and 
then back to light. 
 
This is the best I can remember. After the cushions 
were dedicated, we had a champagne party in the Great 
Hall. 
 
(With thanks to others who called with portions of the 
above story.) 
 

-Mary Gieseler 

THE HISTORY OF THE ALTAR NEEDLEPOINT 
AS TOLD BY MRS. JOYCE LEE 
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UTO INGATHERING 

 
Saint John's will collect for UTO on Mother's Day, May 
11, 2014. Remember to bring your donations that day. A 
UTO Envelope has been included in your copy of the 
newsletter. Additional envelopes will be available near 
the doors to the church. Keep in mind our UTO phrase 
for this year, "small in number, large hearts." 

-DonnaWaites 

VENTURE CREW NEWS 
 
Several members of our crew helped out at the 
April breakfast. Sam Escobio, Jennings Halliday 
and Anthony Hall popped into the kitchen to cook 
and serve as a way to give back to the church. A 
few of the guys that weren't able to help in April 
will be joining the cooks for the May breakfast. 
  
The guys are getting ready for their big canoe trip 
at the end of May. We have a 31 mile adventure 
planned on Florida's Blackwater River and 
everyone is very excited to be back on the water 

again. Somehow 
we managed to 
find a weekend 
that was perfect 
for everyone 
before they split 
off on their own 
adventures this 
summer.  
 

More importantly, the scouts are happy that 
Sebastian Collette will be able to join us on the trip 
before he starts his Naval career in June. 
  
Our last scout working towards Eagle, Daven 
Ervin, should be finishing up with his project at St 
Mark's Methodist in the next few weeks. The 
community garden is progressing nicely and it will 
be good to see it completed. He's put a lot of work 
into it and it's quite an accomplishment. 
 

-Scott Escobio 

Our intrepid rector, Fr. Thomas, helps install 
the new chancel lighting. 

PAPER OR PLASTIC? 
 
Part of our Prayers of the People every Sunday speaks to 
the environment  and our use of the resources of our 
world. 
 The prayer for the conservation of natural resources in 

the Book of Common 
Prayer says, in part, “… 
give us wisdom and reverence 
so to use the resources of 
nature, that no one may suffer 
from our abuse of them, and 
that generations yet to come 
may continue to praise you for 
your bounty…”  .   
 

In keeping with that, we are switching from the use of 
styrofoam and plastic cups and plates to paper, since 
paper is bio-degradable and made from renewable 
resources. We will use up the existing stock of plastic and 
styrofoam plates and cups but all replacements will be 
paper.  
 
 So our answer to “paper or plastic?” is PAPER!  
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ST. JOHN’S COLLAGE CLASS 
 
Another St. John’s collage class has been completed under the tutelage of the 
talented Jim Hayward. Jim is pictured here with several of his happy students 
displaying their works of art. (Photos by Irene Yeager.) 

Ashley Garris 

Cheryl Winters-Heard 

Irene Yeager 
(above), Joyce 
Lee (left), Mary 
Jones (right) 

GLORIA DEI SPRING CONCERT 
 
Gloria Dei Chorale, under the direction of Louis F. Daniel, will present 
its spring concert, "Longing and Blessing," on Sunday, May 4, at 7:30 PM 
at Little Flower Catholic Church, 2053 Government St., 
Mobile.  Included on the program will be works by Paulus, Biebl, Lotti, 
Stopford, and more.  The concert is free and open to the public, but all 
donations taken at the door will go to Woody's Song School, a part of 
The Learning Tree, whose programs provide consultation and support 
for children of all ages with varied developmental disabilities and 
behavioral problems, including autism.  For more information, contact 
Marian Boykin at 251-533-9810, or visit the Chorale 
at www.gloriadeichorale.org. 
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The Anglican Church of Kenya is a province of the 
Anglican Communion, and it is composed by 31 
dioceses with approximately 4.5 million adherents. 
On May 4 in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we will 
says prayers for The Anglican Church of Kenya, The 
Most Revd. Dr. Eliud Wabukala, Primate and 
Archbishop of All Kenya. 
 
Episcopal Relief & Development is partnering with 
the Anglican Church in Kenya and its relief and 
development arm, Anglican Development Services 
(ADS-Nyanza), to improve health and income 
generation among rural families in Nyanza Province. 
 
Severe recurring drought and rapid population 
growth in Kenya have contributed to economic 
decline and a rise in food insecurity.  In addition, 
preventable diseases such as malaria and HIV/AIDS 
impact millions of people, contributing to a decrease 
in productivity and overall quality of life in the 
country. 
 
To economically empower people living with HIV/
AIDS and other vulnerable individuals, ADS-Nyanza 
is training community members to run group 
initiatives including savings and loans programs, 
health financing schemes, and small businesses.  
Participants learn income generation skills such as 
beekeeping, and receive help in accessing machinery 
to create higher-value products, such as honey. 
Business and marketing training also helps them 
manage their income and take advantage of market 
opportunities. 
 
Many area residents lack access to clean water and 
experience high rates of waterborne disease. In 
response, our partners are working with communities 
to increase water sources by installing water tanks 
and protecting springs, building latrines to improve 
access to sanitation facilities, and training volunteers 
to promote hand washing, water treatment and 
hygiene. 
 
Our program is helping families stay healthier by 
training community volunteers to promote health 

education and disease prevention through home 
visits, campaigns, and local clinic referrals. In 
addition, secondary school students and out-of-
school youth are learning to become peer educators 
who share health messages with other young people.  
ADS-Nyanza also participates in NetsforLife®, our 
program partnership to fight malaria. The program 
trains volunteers to distribute long-lasting insecticide-
treated mosquito nets and educate communities on 
their proper use to help prevent the disease. 
 
Join Episcopal Relief & Development in a the 
compassionate response of The Episcopal Church to 
human suffering in the world https://
www.episcopalrelief.org/  

EPISCOPAL RELIEF & DEVELOPMENT  
IN KENYA 

CALLING ALL COOKS!!  
 
The St John’s ECW is 
going to publish a 
cookbook of our favorite 
recipes contributed by 
the St John’s family and 
friends. So pull out your 
recipe cards, recipe 
books, scraps of paper, 
or your memory and start 
thinking about which of 
those “best-ever” recipes 
you want to contribute. We want to collect at least 150 
recipes. 
 
 The ECW will be handing out a template to use for 
writing out your recipe—don’t worry if you don’t type 
and/or don’t have a computer; we have plenty of 
volunteers to get the recipes into a common format. If 
your recipe has a “story” share that too; we want our 
cookbook to reflect all of our interesting information. 
 
Look for more information coming soon: we want to do 
this project this summer so we can have them ready for 
the fall and holiday gift-giving season. Think hostess 
gifts and Christmas gifts…you want to buy many 
copies!! 
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Contact Us 
 

Staff: 
 

The Reverend Thomas Heard, rector 
rector@stjohnsmobile.org 
 

Louis Daniel 
Organist & Choir Director 
music@stjohnsmobile.org 
 

Lella Lowe 
Financial Secretary 
finance@stjohnsmobile.org 
 

Jack Ruppe 
Sexton 
 
Vestry: 
Connie Anderson 

Janet Buckley 

Bootsie Cieutat 

Jan Dabney, clerk 

Cindy Gass, senior warden 

Jim Hayward, junior warden 

David Jones 

Wilmer Mayson 

Connie McLean, treasurer 

 

For healing grace and continued strength, we pray for our 
members: 
Bill Sundie, Neva Bache, Audrey Garner, David Rich, Andrew Lee, 
Ben Schmerbauch, Lorraine Murray, Matt Mattoon, Bud McLean, 
Ashley Garris 
 

For our Homebound: 
Ray Campbell, Doris Cunningham, Mae Dunn, Corinne Faust, 
Nell Kirk, Violet Kosko, Margie Mattoon, Jane Moore, 
Bessie Southall, Mary Lou Varnes, Catherine Warren, 
Chick Wohlert  
 

For victims of war and their families, and members of our 
Armed Forces and their families:  
Eric Mattoon, Cheryl Garner 
 

For our Friends and Family: 
Frances & Sonny Bridges, Sheila Gerhardt, Bill Jones, 
Jeffery Garner, Ann Hall, Susan Lloyd, Evia Daniel, 
Dennis McCants, Angela White, Sandy & Ray Michel, 
Preston Stevens, Carol Hubbard, Emily Steiner, Larry Kent, 
Warren Bishop, Robby Shelton, John & Pat Cranton, Dot Trehern, 
Gabe Pippin, William & Barbara Dorsey, Steven Garner, 
Andrea Murray, Anna Marie Brown, Betty Chenoweth, Mark Stiber, 
James Henry LeBatard [deacon], C.I. Jones [bishop] 
 
For those who have entered into new life: 
Mildred Velaski Hamby 

It’s time for a church directory update.  So 
that we may get the best information to 
you, please make sure that we have all the 
latest in address,  e-mail and telephone 
changes turned in to the church office by 
Sunday, May 11.  New parish directories 
will be available by the end of May. 

Tony Seymour   5/03 
Carrie Fairley  5/05 
Cookie Rich  5/09 
Tanner Dunham 5/10 
Mike Barbour  5/11 
Paula Ross  5/15 
Trey Johnson  5/20 
Pat Fulford  5/29 
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Parish Office 
     Monday-Thursday 
     9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 

Telephone: 251-479-5474 
Fax: 251-473-1230 
www.stjohnsmobile.org 
 
Thee Store Episcopal Books 
     Monday 
 Wednesday 
 Thursday 
      9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
          and by appointment 
 

Telephone: 251-479-5086 

Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
1707 Government Street 
Mobile, Alabama 36604 

Nonprofit Organization 
U.S.POSTAGE PAID 

Mobile, Alabama 
Permit No. 607 

Come Worship With Us! 
Monday—Friday: 
8:30AM Morning Prayer 
 

Sunday: 
9:00AM Adult and Youth Christian 

Formation 
10:00AM Holy Eucharist 
 

Wednesday: 
10:00AM Holy Eucharist;  

Healing on the 1st 
Wednesday of the month. 

 

Other Feasts and Holy Days are 
observed throughout the year; please 
see our website for the latest schedule. 
 

SAINT JOHN’S: THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN MIDTOWN MOBILE 

Grounded in shared sacramental life and moving into the world 
to be the hands of Our Lord. 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


