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FROM THE RECTOR:
Dear Ones,
You may or may not know that I’ve been attending
clergy workshop presented by Baptist Hospital
Department of Pastoral Services since 2007 or 2008,
virtually since I’ve been at Saint John’s. Over the years
we’ve had some tremendous speakers/presenters that
afforded insights into our ministry and furthered our
education. I have been very pleased with all of the
workshops I’ve attended.
On Thursday, 16 April, I had the opportunity to
participate in another clergy workshop. This one was
held at Saint Mark’s United Methodist Church in
Pensacola, FL. Our topic for this workshop was
“Pastoral Response at the End of Life.” It was funded
by Covenant Hospice, which permits a $0 attendance
fee, and they feed us lunch.
We had two presenters: Kelly Markham, who is
Palliative Care Coordinator at Baptist Hospital, and
Don Winslett, who is the Director of Pastoral
Education at Baptist Hospital.
We started off the morning will Kelly talking to us
about the work and purpose of Palliative Care. In brief,
palliative care is about reducing suffering for hospital
patients that are in end-stage conditions. It
encompasses physical comforts, pharmacological
comforts, and emotional/spiritual comforts.
The Palliative Care unit at Baptist Hospital is a team.
There are social, medical, and spiritual resources that
are all brought to bear on individual cases.
A word about “end-stage” is probably in order. This is
a term used to describe patients that, simply put, are
not going to get better. These patients have lifelimiting conditions and their lives will come to an end.
Palliative care in the hospital setting continues into a
home or healthcare facility and is usually taken over by
a hospice organization.

The goal in either hospice or palliative care is to help
the patient to be comfortable, feel supported and cared
for by family, friends, and medical professionals. I
experienced this in the mid-1970s in its earliest
incarnation in Saint Louis as hospice provided care for
my father. More recently, Cheryl’s father was cared for
by hospice in a nursing home. It is an awesome
program. Our own Leslie Johnson works for Covenant
Hospice. Ask her about it; she is a great spokesperson.
One of the underlying assumptions of end-stage
conditions is that the patient has made his or her
preferences known through what’s commonly referred
to as a “living will”, or more properly, an “Advance
Health Care Directive. One of our handouts was a
copy of “5 Wishes”, which is an advance directive
form recognized in 42 states and the District of
Columbia. I’m sorry to say that Alabama is not one of
those, but, never fear, there is a form specific to
Alabama.
Both of these lead the person making the Advance
Directive through a series of scenarios with choices for
how he or she would want to be cared for, as well as
naming a health care proxy to make decisions in the
event that the person is unable to make his/her own
decision.
We’ll have a Sunday School session to go over these,
just as we went through final rites planning and I’ll
have copies of the forms available.
Don Winslett led us through a refresher of our CPE
training. It was good to be reminded of what we’re
supposed to do. I always learn something new from
him. His closing remark was that each of us (clergy)
should make sure we have our own houses in order.
I’m working on it.
-- Thomas
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MAY LITURGICAL CALENDAR
Saint Philip and Saint James, Apostles

Alcuin, Deacon and Abbot of Tours

We will commemorate the lives and ministries of
Philip and James at a said mass on Friday, 1 May at
12:10PM. Our knowledge of these two apostles comes
primarily from the gospels of John and Mark. James
and his brother, John, were sons of Zebedee. We
know Philip was from Bethsaida. Jesus encountered
Philip in Galilee and called him to be a disciple. It was
Philip who told Nathaniel “We have found him about
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote,
Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.”

On Wednesday, 20 May at our 10:00AM said mass, we
will remember Alcuin. Born around 730, Alcuin was a
student of the Venerable Bede and a deacon of the
church. In about 770, he was head of the cathedral
school at York and instituted scriptoria and worked to
preserve ancient manuscripts. Around 780,
Charlemagne tapped him to be minister of education.
Much credit goes to Alcuin for the revisions of the
Latin liturgy.
Pentecost

Ascension Day
Falling forty days after
Jesus’ resurrection,
Ascension Day is
always on a Thursday.
We will commemorate
Our Lord’s ascension
to his father at a sung
mass on 14 May at
12:10PM. Jesus’
ascension is a key
component of the
story of his life. The original Greek of many texts and
the Nicene Creed set as opposites Jesus’ descent from
his Father in heaven and his subsequent ascension
back to his father. This is done by prefixing the verb
that means “to ascend” with ‘kata’. Jesus’ ascension is
the final step in confirming his identity as the Son of
God.

The conclusion of the Great Fifty Days of Easter will
be celebrated on Sunday, 24 May at our 10:00AM
mass. We get two different views of the gift of the
Holy Spirit, one from Acts and one from John’s
Gospel. In Acts, it is the fiftieth day and the Holy
Spirit descends upon the disciples as tongues of flame
and sound of rushing wind. In the Gospel of John,
Jesus breathes the Holy
Spirit on the disciples on
the evening of the day of
the resurrection. In both, it
is the commissioning of
Jesus’ disciples to take up
the work of spreading the
Gospel. It is with the help
of the Holy Spirit that we
continue Jesus’ work today,
in our parish, in Mobile and
in the world beyond.

JUNIUS A. “MATT” MATTOON
14 JUNE 1924—29 MARCH 2015
I was introduced to Matt on my first Sunday as the “Junior Warden Emeritus”. Not a week passed before Matt
showed up at the church one day to “show me around” the property. Of course, his Sunday morning occupation
of collecting trash from around the church was another trademark. Matt cared deeply about Saint John’s, both its
people and the property; he was a good steward for Saint John’s. Matt had such energy that it was infectious and
got other people moving, too.
Matt’s impairment of body and mind seemed so unfair for a man of such care, compassion, and energy. He is
greatly missed; Matt was one-of-a-kind.
-Thomas
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ST. JOHN’S ECW
The April meeting of the ECW of Saint John’s
Church was called to order by President Bootsie
Cieutat with 9 members present. Minutes and
Treasurer’s Report were approved as given. This
meeting was brief so that we could enjoy a rain free
afternoon.

The regular meeting of the Vestry was called to order
at 11:30AM in the Great Hall.
•

Connie McLean reported that expenses
exceeded normal income by $723, but we also
received the bequest from the estate of Betty
Plash. Fr. Heard asked if the Vestry wanted to
task the Endowment Committee with
recommending how to invest these funds.
Following discussion, Fr. Heard will contact the
Episcopal Church Foundation and Merrill
Lynch to arrange presentations to better inform
the Vestry and the Endowment Committee
toward making a decision.

•

Janet Buckley reported that the Easter food
boxes have been delivered and that Outreach
will continue to support McKemie Place.

•

Howard Yeager, Eugene Johnston, and Fr.
Heard have lists of people who formerly
pledged to encourage them to restart that
behavior.

•

Fr. Heard reported that he is waiting on a bid
for the repairs to the narthex area. The air
handler for the church is still on-track for
shipping on 7 May. Bob Sheffield of Showbiz
Theatrical Services, Inc. has donated a dimmer
system for use in the church.

The topics discussed were:
•

2015 United Thank Offering will be gathered
on Mothers’ Day, 10 May 2015.

•

Final Cook Book report given: 8 books available; net proceeds of $1,419.55.

•

Fund raiser for 2015 will be discussed at the
next meeting.

•

A special surprise is being planned for June.
Watch for more details; it’s going to be fun.

THEE STORE HAS SPECIAL
VISITOR
The staff of our parish bookstore, Thee Store,
makes every effort to welcome and help visitors
find what they are looking for. But a couple of
weeks ago, a new visitor felt really frustrated, to say
the least. He flew around the store area, checking
out the shelves, buzzing the display cases, and
obviously not finding what he was looking for.
The visitor was a sparrow hawk, who was waiting
when the store opened, and he wanted action. We
wanted to help him in any and every way, but we
couldn’t come to a meeting of the minds. We called
several government agencies for advice, but found
out that none could help us because hawks are
“protected,” and the agencies aren’t approved to
deal with protected birds.
No one knows how the hawk entered the store,
and he didn’t know how to get out. Finally, the
staff turned off all the lights, opened the hallway
doors and outside door and, by ten o’clock, “Elvis”
had left the building.
-Mary Gieseler

The meeting was adjourned at 12:35PM.

It’s time for a church directory update. So that we
may get the best information to you, please make
sure that we have all the latest in address, e-mail and
telephone changes turned in to the church office by
Sunday, May 10. New parish directories will be
available by the end of May.
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HOLY WEEK 2015 AT SAINT JOHN’S
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THE FACES OF EASTER
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Memorial Donations
Saint John’s wishes to extend a
sincere thank you to those who made
donations in memory of the
following:
Alice Cieutat
Sue Dyess
Doris Cunningham
Bill & Pam Privett
Geri Moulton
John Wierenga
Connie & Bud McLean
June Morrison
Sue Dyess
Violet Kosko
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Traylor
Matt Mattoon
Ben Schmerbauch
Bob & Connie Anderson
Bootsie Cieutat
Butch & Irene Yeager
Connie & Bud McLean
Geraldine England
James Christiansen
Jean & Cliff Brown
Joan Marie Elam
Joyce Lee
Kay Meador
Lella Lowe
Lowell Berry, Michael Berry
& Marjorie Alvord
Margaret & Bill Finegan
Margie, Roy & Ben Duhon
Patricia Guillemette
Robert & Betty Foster
Sandy & Bud Lowell
Shirley & Craig Hall

ERD RESPONDS TO
EARTHQUAKE IN NEPAL
Episcopal Relief & Development is working with the ecumenical ACT
Alliance in Nepal and local partners in northern India and southwest
China regarding urgent needs and assessment efforts following the 7.8magnitude earthquake that struck near Kathmandu on the morning of
April 25.
The earthquake was centered east of Nepal's capital, near the town of
Pokhara, though the initial quake and subsequent aftershocks were
felt as far away as Pakistan, more than 800 miles away. The death toll
reported late April 27 exceeds 3,900, including 17 who died in an
avalanche on Mt. Everest, with the number expected to rise over the
coming days. Due to the rough terrain and isolated nature of
communities in Nepal and across the Himalayas, search and rescue
efforts are being carried out on foot and by helicopter. Communications
are still down across wide areas of the region, further hampering
assessment and rescue efforts.
"The mountain communities that we suspect are in most need of help
are also the hardest to get to, accessible only by foot under normal
circumstances," said Nagulan Nesiah, ERD's Senior Program Officer for
Disaster Response and Risk Reduction. "Getting assessment teams
there to gather information will be a challenge, as will transporting the
relief supplies that are needed so urgently."
Responding to immediate needs for food, clean water and shelter, as well
as the need for accurate information through on-the-ground assessment,
ERD will support ACT Alliance efforts implemented through a partner
office in Kathmandu. Episcopal Relief & Development is in contact
with the Anglican Diocese of West Malaysia regarding support for the
work of the Deanery of Nepal, which is part of the Diocese of
Singapore. The organization may also support other partners in the
region including CASA, the humanitarian arm of the National Council
of Churches in India, and the Amity Foundation, an independent
Christian organization in China.
"It is a frightening time, with so many homes and buildings already
destroyed and the threat of aftershocks causing others to collapse," said
Abagail Nelson, Episcopal Relief & Development’s Senior Vice
President of Programs. "People need spiritual support as they try to
keep their families safe, or find and save those who are missing. We
urge prayers for all those impacted by the quake, and for those who are
bringing relief, support and encouragement to people in need."
Please donate to the Nepal Earthquake Response Fund to enable Episcopal Relief
& Development to support its partners' emergency relief efforts and on-the-ground
assessment in the region.
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Isabel Hansen
Tony Seymour
Carrie Fairley
Cookie Rich
Tanner Dunham

5/03
5/03
5/05
5/09
5/10

Mike Barbour
Paula Ross
Trey Johnson
Pat Fulford

5/11
5/15
5/20
5/29

Kat & Chris Velaski
Congratulations to Kat & Chris on the birth of
daughter Faith on March 28!

Contact Us
Staff:
The Reverend Thomas Heard, rector
rector@stjohnsmobile.org

For healing grace and continued strength, we pray for our
members:
Alice Schablinski, LaVerne Foster, Audrey Garner, Caitlyn Brown,
Margie Mattoon, Pat Fulford, Jan Joseph, Joyce Lee,
Donna Waites, Ben Schmerbauch.
For our Homebound:
Mae Dunn, Corinne Faust, Nell Kirk, Lorraine Murray,
Bessie Southall, Mary Lou Varnes, Catherine Warren,
Chick Wohlert.

Louis Daniel
Organist & Choir Director
music@stjohnsmobile.org
Lella Lowe
Financial Secretary
finance@stjohnsmobile.org
Jack Ruppe
Sexton

For victims of war and their families, and members of our
Armed Forces and their families:
Ellis Garner, Eric Mattoon.

Vestry:
Connie Anderson, clerk

For our Friends and Family:
Justin Runyan, Donny Chestang, Zeb Morgan, Midge Harden,
Connie Bryan, Irene Barrow, Rocky Rockwell, Mike Davis,
Jean Cochran, Marsha Gilmore, David Pearce, Connor Crist,
Frances Bridges, Erica Long, Bill Jones, Evia Daniel,
Dennis McCants, Angela White, Sandy & Ray Michel,
Preston Stevens, Carol Hubbard, Emily Steiner, Larry Kent,
Warren Bishop, Robby Shelton, John & Pat Cranton,
Dot Trehern, William & Barbara Dorsey, Mark Stiber,
Anna Marie Brown, Mary Joan [religious].

Janet Buckley

Ron Brown

James Christiansen, senior warden
Eugene Johnston
David Jones
Connie McLean, treasurer
Geri Moulton
Butch Yeager, junior warden

8

Saint John’s Episcopal Church
1707 Government Street
Mobile, Alabama 36604

Nonprofit Organization
U.S.POSTAGE PAID
Mobile, Alabama
Permit No. 607

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Come Worship With Us!
Monday—Friday:
8:30AM Morning Prayer

Parish Office
Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Sunday:
9:00AM Adult and Youth Christian
Formation
10:00AM Holy Eucharist

Telephone: 251-479-5474
Fax: 251-473-1230
www.stjohnsmobile.org

Wednesday:
10:00AM Holy Eucharist;
Healing on the 1st
Wednesday of the month.

Thee Store Episcopal Books
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
9 a.m.-1 p.m.
and by appointment

Other Feasts and Holy Days are
observed throughout the year; please
see our website for the latest schedule.

Telephone: 251-479-5086

SAINT JOHN’S: THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN MIDTOWN MOBILE
Grounded in shared sacramental life and moving into the world
to be the hands of Our Lord.

